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BESIDES the Prefaces already affixed ta 
each fingle Volume of thefe Letters, which 
contaia particular anfwers to the objeAions 
Md cavils of iome, with folutiorw of thefcruples 
and doubts made by others 5 as likewife critical ex- 
planations of paffages, feeming obfcure to all, in 
thcEngliflv tranftation of our Spy: It is thought 
wceffary to prefix fome thing more, by way of 
General Preface, not fo much regarding the tranf- 
lotion, as the Teeming original abruptnefs and ob- 
scurity 6f our Arabian author himfelf in fome places, 
^ with his frequent change of fubjefts, hisdigreffions 
awl ftartings from matter of fa6l, the then prefent 
wars, tranfadtions, and intrigues, of Chriftian 
courts, ftates, and kingdoms, (for which he was 
chiefly fent to Paris, and his immethodical falling 
^n philofophical, divine, and moral contempla- 
tkms, and even to ancient obfolete hiftories, which 
fome think altogether foreign to his bufinefs. 

That the ingenuous Reader therefore may not 

hcnccfonw^rd be left in the dark as to any thing 

whibitcd in the whole feries of thcfe 'Letters ; it 

Vf\U not be amifs to begin regularly at the Ftrft ^ 
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yolume, and faying fomething of the wars in which 
our Spy found fcvcral nations of Europe engagcid" 
at his firft coming to Paris; efpecially France^ 
Spain, and the Empire. 

After the barbarous rericide of Henry the Great, 
the name and malice o? what they call the Holy- 
League, feemed to be quite extinguiihed ; as if that 
deplorable tragedy had fully fatished the cruel and 
bitter zeal of thr faSidui^ Catholicks. France' 
feemed to enjoy a ferene quiet and halcyon days, 
from the year 1 610 to .1614 ; fortune fmiling on the 
greener years of Lewis XIIL as loth to difturb and 
ruffle the tender paffiohs of the^ Royal Child with 
the harfh found of war, forefeeing that he would 
quickly have enough of that,, even in his early 
youth, before he could write man, unlefs he had 
been a King. . • ' 

During this minority of his, theguardianihip of 
him, and the regency of the kingdom, were com— "^ 
initted to the Queen Mother, Mary de Medicis^ • 
daughter to the Great Duke of Tufcany. This 
Princefs had brought into France a favorite of 
hers, a Florentine by birth and e)ctra6lion, whom 
(he exalted afterwards to great dignities, procurtng 
him to bd made a MarChal of the kijigdom, and to 
be invefled with fo exorbitant a power at the court, 
that the Princes of the Bloody with the othejr gran- 
dees of France, began to look wit-h an ill eye on 
htm^ being qu jte difgufted at the too portentous au« 
thority of a ftrangcr. 

Therefore, in the year 161 4, they openly (bewed 
their difcbntent, by taking up arms, raifing fediti- 
ous tumults and infutreftions^ which lailed till th^ 
year 1616, at which time the King was married to 
Aone, thd daUght^i' of Philip III. King of Spain> 
whiJil an intercnangeabic match was made between 
the young Prince of Spain, fon to the faid Philip 
and Elizabeth, fifter to Lewis XIIL Thus thefe 
tw» potent Mt^B^Fcbs bound themfelves to each 

other. 
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•iRcn (w the; world yvtii^) in ftri^ier obligations « 
of peaece and friendfliip, by the facred bond§ of ma- 
trimony, and a reciprocal union of their bloods 
Which was alio accompaiHed with the Ueffing of aa 
univerfal domeflick tranciuiiity and ceiTation from .. 
eivil broils in France j Henry de Bourbon^ Prince 
efConde,. andthe^reft of the confederate Princes^ 
being reconciled, in all outWard appearance, to the 
King their Sovereign, But on a fudden, new jea- 
kiufies' ariiing about the beginning of September 
»6i6, the Prince of Condc was- Ceized and cl^ppetfl . 
up,- and deda/ations of war pjubfilbed againft the , 
Princes, his confederates. Yet all this was hulhcd 
vp again, and a peace made .the following year, 
upon the dcaih' of thcMar(bal d'Ancres, the before- 
nfcntioned Florertrine and favorite of the Queen, 
nrho was billed ia the Louvre by the. King's own 
c^ihftnd ; fh that^ when they were going to axreft. 
Wm» he offered to draw his fword in his defence, 

.The fall of thifrltaliari i^med now* to pacify all 
nJakontents. But the Qyeen taking it to heart^ ] 
fetired^from the court; which gave occaiion to the - 
King to affiime the publick adminiftration of the 
government into his own hands* And a while after, 
he releafe^ the^Prlnce of Conde fron^his confine* 
Bient* . . 

M4icb about the fame time there broke forth 
civil wars among the Gri(bns upon the account of 
Rcligbn. For theCatholicks and Proteftants con- » 
tifiually vexed one another with mutual injuries, 
am) engaged the Kings of France and Spain in their 
quarrel : So that the arms of thefe two kingdoms 
were employed againft each other on s^ foreign ac- 
count for many years. ;, 

In the mean while, the Duke of Luines fucceedin^; 
Ae Marlbal d'Ancres in the^ Prime Miniftry of* 
France, the Princes and Nobles conceived as great* 
a>di(like and hatred of his power at the Court, as 
they had before done of the others ', fo that> in fhort, 
A 4 they 
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afHics or enemies, even to the time of the Turkrfli^ 
Spy's arrival at Paris, which was in the year 1637.. 

I pafs over thefe three laft years before his coming 
to Parrs, with the more brevity, that there may be 
. room to fay fomething of the other wars in which 
Europe had all along been equally engaged, from 
the murder of Henry IV. or thereabouts, to the 
fame year 1637 9 ^^4 this fhall be done as concifely^ 
as may be, that fo the reader may have the clearer 
idea and underftanding of what our Spy entertains 
him with in the courTe of his Firft Letters to the 
jezr 1643, when Lewis XIV. the prefent King of 
France, began his reign, whofe life and a£tions 
gave an immediate turn to all affairs, both in hi» 
own dominions, and the other nations of Europe. 

In the year 1610, the town of Gulick, in the 
Netherlands, was furrendered to Prince Maurice of 
JJaflau, after many Princes had claimed it, upon 
the death of Duke John William, who left no heirs 
of his body : And Prince Maurice himfelf v/zs 
obligcrf to the French for their aid in obtaim'ng it. 
About the fame time, the Moors were expelled pu# 
of Spain, to the number of nine hundred thoufand. 
Of which our Spy takes notice in fome of his. 
Letters. ' 

In the year 1611, Siglfmund, King ^of Poland,/ 
took Smoleniko, a very ftrong town of the Mufco- 
vites, after two years liege. Whofe fon Uladiflaus,. 
the Mufcovites dhofe for their Duke or Czar, of 
which repenting in a little time, there broke forth a. 
blooJy war in thofe parts. 

The fame year died Charles, the King of Sweden- 
land, being fucceeded by his fon Guftavus ; thouglv 
fome endeavoured to transfer the crown to Siglf- 
mund, King of Poland. 

In the year 1612 died Rodolpb, Emperor of Ger- 
many, who was fucceeded by Matthias his brother. 
A wnile after this, the Venetians made war uporii 
Ferdinand, Arch4ukc of Auftria, fon of the Arch- 

iluke 
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Aike Chs»leSi who was brother to the Emperor 
MaximiUan II. This war lafted to the year i6ij, 
at which time it was finifhed. 

In the i^an while, the war between the Dukes 
of M^fitua arfd Savoy broke forth, about the prin- 
cipality of Montferrat. It was occafioned by the 
death of Francis, Duk-e of Mantua, who leaving no 
male iffue behind him. Cardinal Ferdinand, his bro- 
ther, under jhe proteflion of the King of Spain^ 
ttKJk poflfeffion of that principality, which he de- 
fended by arms againft Charfes Philibert, Duke of 
Savoy. This war alfo lafted to the year 1618, a<P 
which time it was ended, by the powerful intervene 
tion of the French King. 

About this time there brqke out a moft cruel war 
in Germany on this occafion. Ferdinand, Arch-* 
duke of Auftriaii and King of Bohemia,* received' 
alfo from the Emperor Matthias the kingdom of 
Hungary on certain conditions. Which conditions 
ibeming difadvantageous to the Proteftants, they 
made an infurreflion, firft at Prague in Bohemia,* 
where they killed the magiftrates, and then they* 
were foon followed by all Bohemia, and the ad- 
joining provinces, who took up arms againft the- 
'King, under the condufl: of Erneft Mansfek, ani 
other, Grandees. 

In the year i5ig, Matthias the Emperor died^ 
whom Ferdinand, the aforefaid King of Bohemia 
and Hungary fucceeding, profecuted the war very^ 
vigoroufly again ft the rebels. In the mean while, 
they chofe for King of Bbhemia, Frederick, Eleftor 
Palatine of the Rhine, who had married the Lady 
SHzabeth) da>oghter to James J. King of England. 
He, with his new C^ueen, were the fame year fo-* 
lemnly crowned it Prague : And the year following, 
their forces beings routed by the Emperor, they them- 
felves were forced to flee into Holhnd, where they 
led a private life ever afterwards. In the mean 
while Bohemia>> with the other revolting provincej^y. 
A^ 6-^ returned 
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retutned to their obedience. And this was thought 
to be a leading card to the religious war, whicb 
about the fame time was raifed among the Grifons ; 
of which mention is made above. Nay,. and the 
fame is fuppofed to have had influence on the com- 
motions raifed by the Hugonots inhabiting the foot 
of the Pyrenees, againft whom Lewis Xli. made a 
fuccefsful expedition in the year 1620, reducing the 
greateft part of that province to their duty and alle- 
giance ; though the following year gave him fome 
frefh trouble, and the lofs of many great Nobles, 
among whom were the Duke of Mayne, Governor 
of Guienne ; and the Duke of Luines, Firft Mini- 
fter of State. 

About the fame time died Pope Paul V. being 
fucceeded by Gregory XV. who fat in the chair 
but two years and a few months, when dying, he 
left it to Urban III. 

In the year 1624, Breda was befieged by Spinola, 
the Spanifli General, and furrendered in 1625. Inr 
the mean while. Count Mansfelt invefted Germany 
with frequent excurfions, being got at the head of a 
bold army of Freebooters ; but, at length, he was 
defeated by Tilly, a brave and expert General ori 
the Imperial fide. Then he was forced to flee for 
fanftuary into Tranfylvania ; and from thence^ 
going to Venice, he died in the year 1626. 

Al! thefe things our Spy glances at in his Letters^, 
but with ferae abruptnefs and obfcurity ; which 
renders him fcarcely intelligible in thofe places to- 
fuch as know not the hiftory. It is for this rcafon we- 
ar^ at the pains of giving a compendious view of the 
wars aqd tranf4(Slions in Europe, before his coming 
toParfs. 

. Therefore to proceed : Guftavus, King of Swede- 
land, came oiit of his territories in the year 163c, 
and entered Pomerania -^vith a mighty army. From 
whence, and frcm all the adjacent Provinces, he 
drove the liinperialifls. lu the year 163 », he entered 

the 



GENERAL PREFACE, xiU 

lbs more inferior parts of the Empire, takii^ inou* . 
merable towns, and filling all places with terror. 
And this he did under pretext or vindicating the 
£vangi.licksy or Ptoteftants. In vain did Tillv, the 
General of the Catholicks, oppofe him. All that 
be could do was to bum Magdeburgh to a(hes. 

After which, the Proteflant Princes held a diet or 
aflembly at Leipfick, where they entered into a con* 
federacT againft the Emperor, joining their forces 
with tfiofe of Guftavus. Againft thefe, 1 illy 
marched with General -Papenheim, and laid cloie 
6ege to Leipiick, which they were forced to furren* 
der upon conditions. 

After this, the King of Swedeland, the Duke of 
Saxopy, with the other confederate Princes, took to 
the field, and there was a terrible fight between them 
and the Imperial ifts at Leipfick, whofe confequence 
proved fatal to the latter ; for Tilly having loft ten 
thoufand of his men, was forced to flee himfelf, 
whilft Leipfick fell into the hands of the Duke of 
Saxony. This viflory opened a clear way for the 
King of Swedeland to overrun all Germany. So that 
having taken Wirtzberg, he foon reduced all Fran- 
conia or Frankenland ; after that, Mentz, with other 
Provinces, fpreading like a fire or a deluge of water. 
In the mean whilC) the Duke of Saxony invaded 
Bohemia, and took Prague, the capital city of that 
kingdom. In a word, fo general was the confter- 
natton throughout the Empire, that fome Princes, ta 
divert the ftorm which they faw hanging over their 
heads, had recoiirfe to the prptedion of the King 
of France, who accordingly, by his mediation, 
ikreened them from violence, efpccially the Arch- 
biftiop of Triers, or Treves. 

In the year 1632, the King of Swedeland purfued 
the courfe of his vicSories^ ravaging, without flop or 
oppofition, through Alfatia, Bavaria, and other 
parts, ftill taking towns and flrong holds, filling all 
places alfo with ruin and defoUcion. At lengthy. 

pafTing, 
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pafling the Danube^ he routed Tilly once more;, 
with all his army, who died foon s^ter of a wound- 
he received in the battle. 

Walleflein was flreight fubfiituted; ia his place^^^ 
who recovered Prague in Bohemk froin'the Saxons. 
Then after many confli(9:s and Ikirmifties, he enr'. 
courttered the King of Swedeland at Lutzen, a. town 
not far from Leipfick. This battle proved fatal to- 
Guftavus, for in it he loft his life, and not long, 
after, him. General Papenheim on the German ftdc- 

The fame year,. Sigifmxindl, King of Poland, dy— . 
ing, his fon Uladiflaus fucceeded him in the throne. 
The Swedes were not in the leaft difcouragcd from.- 
profecuting the war by the death of their King, but 
whereas before they fought forconqueft and liberty,. 
now they feemed to fight for revenge. Chriftina,-. 
the daughter of Guftavus Adolp^hius, was foon fet 
upon the throne of Sweden. After this, there was-- 
a diet held at Francfort, confifting of Swedes and-: 
Saxons, Then there was another affembled at Hail- 
l^un. And in the year 1634, the States of Saxony^ 
rt\et at Helberftadt to confult about their own fafety. 
"Much about the fame time happened the fieges of 
Ratifbonne and Norlingen. This year was noted 
with tragical charaSers, on the account of the great 
dcfolation made in the provinces lying on the Rhina^. , 
by war, peftilence, and famine; where people were 
reduced to thofe ftreights as to feed on human fle{b>. 
and to dp other things which will fcarce now feecn 
credible. 

The next year 1635, feemed to g4ve a new turn to 
the affairs in Germany. For the Duke of Saxony, 
Brandenburgk, and Luxemburgh, having had a 
treaty at Prague in Bohemia, came over to the Enw 
peror's party. Yet the Swedes ftill purfued the war. 
• The two following years were remarkable for the 
eleSion of Ferdinand ill. who was chofen King of 
the Romans 1636, and fucceeded his father in the 
Empire 1637 y as^ alfo for the irruption made by - 

• Gal4flio>, 
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Galaffio, General of the German forces, into France^ 
\itrhich was attended with various events on both 
fides, till at length, toward the end of 1637, Gai» 
Jaffio returned with his army into thic Empire again*. 
The fame year before there was a notable fea-Bghc 
betv^een the Spani<rtds and Hollanders. Prince Mau- 
rice overcame the Portuguefe in Brafil, and took: 
from them immenfe riches. The Prince of Orange 
befieged Breda and took it. The fame year died 
Boliflaus, the h& Duke of Pomerania. Much about 
the fame time the Pope earneftly exhorted the 
Pi^inces of Europe to eftabWh a general peace. 

Such was the face of things in Chriftendom when- 
this Turk came firft to Paris : And, it is evident, 
that the fcenes were often changed in the courfe of 
thofe former years which I have here recounted ; 
and fo they have been ever fince, which was the 
true reafon of that variety of fubjefls, vvith which 
our author abounds 5 in lortie Letters giving an ac- 
count of battles, fieges, and other events of cam- 
paigns ; gloffing alfo, and defcanting on the good 
eondu<^ or overfights of great Generals j on the- 
valour of famous Captains ; and, in general, on the 
fortune of war. In others,- he treats of court in- 
trigues, juntos of politicians, and fubtle propofals^ 
offtatefmen. 

Again, when he writes to his intimate friends, he 
either enteirtains them with melancholy complaints 
of his long abfence from Conftantinople, and his 
native country ; with the inconveniencies, miferies, 
hazards, and hardflhips, that attend it; or elfe 
diverts them with fbme trifiihg difcourfe, comical 
ftory, or fomething very unulual, furprizing, and* 
ftrange. 

. In the time of war, he feems to be a curious en- 
jrofler of the earlieft and choiceft news. In time of 
peace, he watches the motions of Cardinal Richlieu, 
Mazarini, OHvarez, and other great Miniftcrs of 
State.^ For this end^ he bad his agents about in 

every 
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every corner of the Court of France, befides hj» 
intelligencers of Vienna, Venice, or fome other 
city of Europe. 

But give him leave fometimes to lay afiJe the 
cares and bufy toils of life, and wonder not, if 
he feem, in fon^ie of his Letters, very melancholy ; 
in others, of a contrary humour, cheerful and fro- 
lickfome j for thefc unevenneffes of temper happen 
to every man. 

You (hall hear him fometimes wifliing hrmfelf 
amongft the pyramids of Egypt, confined and en- 
clofed within thofe antique piles, a companion of 
ghofts and devils, rather than lead the life he did in 
Paris. When, at another feafon, you fliall find hinv 
all over content and refignation itielf in the ab- 
ftraa. • 

Befides, the difference of his years ought to be 
confidered ; which, at the climaclerical periods, are 
obferved to alter men's fpirits as well as their bodies. 
So that it is no wonder, if, in the courfe of five and 
forty years, which he paffed away at Paris, both his 
genius and converfation may feem to vary at feme, 
critical feafons, through the natural force of time,. 
and the change of the- elements of which his body- 
was compounded ; as he himfjlf, in his Lciters, 
makes the fame apology. 

Add to all this, his daily improvements byobfer- 
vation, experience, reading, meditating, converfe^ 
and habitual engagements in the world. For which 
reafon alone, it would be unequal, to expert the 
fame method of wrltiag from him, either as to fenfe- 
or ftyle, matter or form, when he was but thirty or 
forty years old, as when he was threefcore or 
threefcore and ten. ^4oft of the famous writers ia 
the world have not only changed the opinions 
which they harboured in their greener years, but,, 
before they came to the age of our Spy, fome of 
- them have publickly recanted them, both with thtiir 
tongue and pen. Neither is it a ibame to any man^ 

lev 
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(a loog as the old axiom is true : Humanum efl /r* 
rare\ aiy Err ores felidter retraStare^ vere Divinum* 

Neither could our Spy, confidering his education 
in the Mahometan Religion, take a proper method, 
in myopinion, to difeugage himfelf from the legends 
of the nurfeiy, and the fables of the fchools, (as a 
great man cralls our infant ideas of things) than to 
follow the counfel of his beloved Dcs Cartes, the 
French Philofopher, whom he fo much admired ; 
and who advifes everyone that would perfed his 
reafon, and arrive at the knowledge of undifgutfed 
truth* to (hake off the prepoflei&ons and prejudices 
of his infancy and youth ; to wipe, brufli, or fweep 
his foul clean of the very duft and relicks left behind 
on our faculties, by thofe iirft foreign 4nvaiions atid 
encroachments on our minds. Having thus cleanfed 
and poltfiied the foul, it becomes a pure Tabu/a 
Rofaj fit for the beft or worft impreffions. And 
here is the firft ftart of thc j'ree W ill : For, before 
this, a man is a perfeA flave, driven up ana down 
by every fpirit that blows ftrongeft on him. Whereas 
now he begins to feel fome ftrength and confidence 
in himfelf i being able to fay, with interior and folid* 
reafon, cogtto ergo fum. Fixing therefore on ^ this 
foundation, he builds a forfereis or ftrong hold^ 
from whence he defies all the attempts of open ene-*. 
mtes or fly fecret interlopers ; neither permitting 
himfelf to be debauched by the prophanenefs o£ Li« 
bertines and Atbeifts, nor by the ridiculous enthu- 
fiafms of Fanaticks and Zealots. This is the ceurfe 
which our Turk feems to have taken with himfelf» - 
when he once arrived to thofe years wherein meitv 
ufually begin to examine the grounds, of religioiit^ 
and bring the documents and traditions of their 
fathers to the teft of fenfe and reafon. It is no- 
wonder, therefore, if in fome Letters to his familiar 
and intinriate friends, he difcourfes of fuch matters 
with more freedom, than when be writes to the 
Mufti, the Mufti's Vicar, the Preacher of the 

Seraglio^ 
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Seraglios or anTrof the Grandees. Yet even to tfiefe- 
ke makes bold, fometkne^ to propofe queries^ and 
ftart fcnifdes;. whkh plainljr difcover, that hfe.was 
not fuUy^ facisfied in many principles arid pra&ices of 
the Mahometans. 

On the other hand, when he writes to the Jew^* 
Ilk correfpondent at Vienna, he endeavours to re- 
cisdm him from a to^fond and implicit confidence^ 
io the Hebrew Rabbis, whom he calb R^cligioos- 
Trifldrs, ridicuHfijg their fables and vaitt inflitutionsi, 
and perfuading his friend not to be over pious^ but 
to attend the affairs of his employment with alai*- 
critf, and to be' zealous in the Grand Signior « fcr- 
viccv He likewife frequently explodes the vanlty- 
and fiiperftftio« of fbme fort of Cinriftians, witl> 
fon^ taptftefs indeed^ bur free from aii ili-natirre^ 
and bittemcfs, every wherae fpeakin^ honourably of- 
Cbrlft Jcfiis^ our Bleffed Saviour, only condemning . 
the^vicefr and ^rors of his foHoweis. Which laft ia 
0QF nfort^thdn what would become a ChriAlan: 
DiyJiMV wbofe duty it isy tO' reprove and corre<a : 
wbatfbever he fees amifs in thoie that profefs the^ 
Chriftiafii Faith. 

Iff general^ be appears a man void of fuperftition 
and bigotry.- And if he feems partial ot biaffed- 
aity waysi it is in the poAnt of abftinence from flelh,. 
and the doftrine of tranfrnigration. Whereby we 
ma^ conclude, he was a Pythagorean ; wiiich. is no* 
9«w< or itiMommon thiilg among the Turks, there 
bein^ a pardculaT Se£): of' Mahometans wholly de- 
voted to the rules of that philofiopher y and it is wclt 
IcntEiiwn^ thst Pythagpri(ni is< in great reputatioa all 
ever theEaft*. 

Hence we need not wonder that he appears fa- 
much- ei^amoured with the Italian Gentiles, who 
aretbejftrifteft obferversf of abftinence,' and of the 
vrhi^ Pythagorean difcipline, of any people in the^ 
woild^ afs all our modern travellers can teftify> 

' ' Though.' 
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Thotigb he cannot be called ab andquafy, yet he 
appears a great lover of andqoities, and no ]e6 aa* 
admirer of new difcoferies, prOTrided tbey be botb^ 
of them matters of unporumce^ and werth a wttt 
man's regard. For it does not belong to either of 
thefe charaftersy that a man is a curious <x>lleclor of 
medals, images, pi^Sloces, and a tboufand other in- 
f^nificant trifles, which can neither ferre to illo* 
ftrate Hiftory, regulate Chronology, noradjuftaoy 
momentous difficulty in the Records of Time, but 
are only reverenced for their njftine6, illc|^e cho- 
raAers, aiid exotick figure : Nor tbit he is fond ct 
every little improvement' in Arti or Scicocesy 
which perhaps has no other tendency than the ad* 
vantage of fome particular trade or pmefion amonf, 
roeta, and- (etv'cs only to divert the mind from more 
folid obje&s. Whereaa our Arririao a^ircs arhkhcr 
things : He loves AntiaiiiMs, but it is oaly fueb ar 
dl'aw the veil from off the Infimcy of Time, and 
uncover the Cradle of the World. This makes him 
iaiift witKfomucb zeSil and pi^fon oti theieeonb 
of the Chinefe and Indians. He admires Neir' 
Dtfcoveries, but only fuch as Aatl either oondiiA 
U6 to the yet unknown parts of the earthy or prefoHr 
us with a truer and more perfefi Scheme of the 
Heavens than what. was before extant; as may 
He feen by his letters to Ofman Adroonedi, Aftro- 
leger to the Sultan, Volume VUL Book IV^ 
and to Abdelmelec Muli Omer, Prefidefft of 
the College of Scieiices ad Fez, Vcdome VUL 
Book IV. 

He often praifes and recommoids the reading of 
Hiftory to his friends t And throughout the courfe- 
of thefe Letters gives fuffdeot proofs tbtt he is n^* 
flranger to it. Which yet need not be laid to his 
charge, as if he affeded to be thought a knowing 
man ; or that he fpent his time in fludies foreign U^ 
his employment. For he began to read Hiitories, 
ai he himielf declares, loog^ before he csme toParis^ 

as 
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w foon as he was relcafed from his captivity in Pa- 
lermo, in Sicily, and had accefs to this Academics j : 
\rtiich makes it no wonder, that he fhould employ 
his vacant hours in the Libraries of Paris, after he 
came thither; being a very inqnifitive man, and 
greedy of knowledge^ Befides, he was commanded 
by his fuperiors thiM to improve himfelf, and to 
tranfmit the abftradls of what he read to Conftanti- 
nople ; which is a fufficient excufe for ail. 

It only remains now, that we touch upon feme 
tranfadions of the £a(l, as we have already done 
upoii thofe in the Weft j that fo the reader, who^ 
perhaps, has not the leifure to perufe the Turkifti 
Hiftory, may the better underftand feme paffagcs in' 
thefe Letters relating thereto. 

Our Spy was born in the reign of Sultan Ach- , 
met; ducing^ whofe life-, he being but a youth, it: 
will be to no purpofe to^ recount what happened ia 
thofe parts, or between that Monarch and the Chrif- 
tians» 

Achmet dying, was fucceeded by Muftaphahis- 
brother : Of wnom our author makes fome men* 
tJon, as, of his throwing gold to the fifties of the fea^ 
and of the cruelty of Sultan Amurath IV. in caufing 
him to be ftrangled. Indeed, he was a Prince who 
made fo fmall and contemptible a figure in the 
world, jthat few Hiftorians take any other notice of 
him, than as a man more fit for a Convent than 
for a Royal Palace. 

"Therefore he being depofed, anS remanded to 
his former prifon, where he had fpent his youth ,. 
Ofman, the fon of Achmet, was placed in the 
throne of his fathers. He renewed" the ancient 
leagues, which had been made between his ancef- 
tors and feveral Chriftian Princes; wrote Letters to 
James I. King of England, and Lewis Xlfl. King 
of France; aided the Emperor of Germany againft 
the Hungarians, Bohemians, and other Rebels* 
But at lengthy entering into a war with Poland,, his^ 

army 
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army was beaten, from which time his affairs began 
to decline. And the next year, giving out that he 
would malce a pilgrimage to Mecha, he was ftrang- 
led by his Janizaries, who fufpedled that hedefigncd 
to abolifh their order, and alter the confticution of 
the Empire. 

Then Muftapha was taken out of his prifon again, 
and' the fecond time placed on the throne : Who 
foon after experienced the mutability of fortune, in 
that he was again laid afide ; and Amurath, the 
brother of Ofman, eftabliihed in his ftead. 

This Amurath was a very warlike Prince, and 
cftecmcd the ftouteft man of his age. He had not 
long fwayed, the Ottoman fceptre, when the Per- 
fians came and belieged Bagdat, or Babylon, which 
they took from the Turks. Then the Coflacks, 
with the inhabitants of the Ukraine, gave him fome 
diverfion, making violent incurfions into the Turklfh 
territories, and laying all wafte wherever they came. 
However, the Sultan regarded the Perfian war with 
moil concern ; he fent an army toward Babylon 
in the year 1626, who were defeated by the Per- 
fians ; twenty thoufand Turks being kilhd on the 
fpot. This was revenged afterwards by the flaughter 
of thirty thoufand Perfians. Then followed the 
iiege, or rather blockade of Babylon by the Turks. 
A while after this, happened that dreadful fire at 
Conftantinople, which confumed a third part of the 
city ; of which our Spy makes mention in fomc of 
his Letters ; efpecially to his friend Dgnet Oglou, 
who had fuffered great loflfei* in the conflagration. 

Not long after this, there was a Rebellion raifed 
ill the Holy Land, by Facardine^ the brave and 
famous Emir of Sidon ; with whom joined fome 
other difcontented Baflas and Beys of Egypt. But 
Amurath fending powerful forces againitthem, re- 
duced them to their duty. Afterwards, enticing Fa- 
cardine to Conftantinople^ the old Emijr went ac- 
cordingly with forty thoufand men at his heels, who 

encamped 
9 
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encamped at a dtftance from the city : But at lengtb% 
trufling too much to Sultan Amurath's allurements 
4ind fair promifes, he ventured fo far into the Grand 
Signior's clutches, that be was firangled. This our 
Spy defcants upon in feveral letters. 

Next followed the taking of Ravan by the Ecr- 
ilans, which was accompanied by the rebellion of 
the Beglerbcg of Greece. At which time there 
raged a deftrySive plague at Conftantinople. In 
thi« year our Spy came to Paris. Much about the 
fame time, the Perfians routed the Turks before 
Babylon, and forced them to raife the fiege. 

Amurath was enraged with thefe reiterated ill 
fuccefles, that, colle^^ing together a mighty army, 
he led them in perfon to the walls of Babylon, and 
laid clofe fiege to that city, refolving never to return 
to Conftantinople, till he had won that important 
place : Which he accordingly did, with an infinite 
Slaughter of the Perfians« Our Spy fpeaks. much of 
this fiege, fometimes extolling the bravery of Schach 
Abbas, King of the Perfians ; at other times, mag* 
aifying the valour of Amurath. 

The Grand Signior returning from this fuccefsfiil 
campaign,, entered Confiantinople in triumph ; and 
being puffed up with his victories, gave the reins to 
• bis paiiion, committing a thoufand exorbitancies and 
crudties. At length he died pf a fever, which he 
got by exceflive drinking of wine and fpirits, to 
which he had much addi<Sied himfelf. 

Ibrahim, brother to Amurath, fucceeded in the 
throne ; a Prince wholly given over jto the amours 
of women. Yet he commenced that long. and tedious 
war with the Venetians which coft fo much money 
and blood on both fides ; which lafied above twenty 
years, and which was not ended till the furrender of 
Candia, the chief city of the ifland bearing that 
name, which confummated the conquefl of th^ 
whole ifle.* 

Tht 
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Tbeoccafion pf this w^r is related ^arioufly. 
Our Jtiiftories affirm^ that it was beg^un on the ac- 
jCQitfit of Sultan Ibcahiin's (on being taken captive 
.^.<be Kntgfa^s of Malta; who was aftecwards edu- 
cated ia that ifland, became aMonk, aod fordif- 
,4tiiclion fake, in r^ar d of his fuppofed extradion^ 
wzs ^called Padre Ottomanno, or Ottoman Father. 
Our JSpy contcadidls all this, aod iays, he was 
4Mily the (on of a Female Slave, belonging to the 
SeraiUiy .tli«re being no account to be had of his 
iaciier. 

Ibrahiii[i being traofported .with an extravagant 
luft after women ; and having debauched the Mufti!s 
idaft^tfer; tbe:Mttfti, with, the Grand Vizir, and 
fome other BaiTas, confpired agatnft him, drawing 
Jiis own mother into the plpt. At length he was 
leized, depofed, and after fome days confinement, 
growing mad^ he .was ilrangled in his prifon, an4 
-JiisifonMahQQaetlV^.afcendwi the throne ; a Prince 
^di^ed more to hunting, and the pjeafiires of a 
.country life, than to war, or love of women. 
'Whence it was^ that he fpent moft of his ftimmers 
4n f&mp deughtful folitude, where the agreeable 
^ades of the tree3, the purling ftreams, and har- 
..nrony of .birds invited him as to an earthljr Para- 
:^ife. Yft this hindered not the Grand Vizir from 
4»ofecuting the wars in Hungary, 0almatia, Caa- 
^ia, and elfewbere, as there was occajQpn. Of all 
which things our Spy gives hinxs in his I/etters, 
:^according to their i^roper &aibns. 

To draw towaras a conclufion. The reader of 
tbefe Letters n>ay lErfxfcrve, that our Spy, in fomc of 
tb^m, make$ mention of feveral Papers and Journals 
whjch came to his hands ;^and of ojue which he 
wrpte hiflfiielf in the Academies, wherein is con- 
tained the Hiftpry oiF his Youth,* with the .moft 
.tii^m^rable adventures jvhicbbefel hkn in that pajft 
^f bis lUe. 

But 
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But among Foreign Journals, be fecms to put the 
moil value on thole of Carcoa, Pefteli Hali, his 
brother, ami Ifouf bis coufin. The firft of thefb 
-wa$ a private agent for the Grand Signior at Vienna, 
-who lived fome years' there aftcf our Svx came to 
Paris, and held a ftridt correfpondence with him, 
by order of the Torkilb Divan, as appears by fcve- 
ral Letters in the Firft and Second Volumes. But 
at length dying, his Journal and other Papers were 
fent by his (ucceflbr to our 5py, with a ring, 
which Carcoa had bequeathed him as a legacy, 
and token of his inviolable friendfliip even to 
^leath. 

This Journal, as we may gather from fome of 
our Spy's Letters, contains copies of all the dif- 
patches which Carcoa fent to the Minifters of the 
Porte during his refidence at Vienna ; with feme 
of their letters to him. In thefe, as we may farther 
colled, is couched a hiftory of all the moft remark* 
able tranfadions in Europe, with parallel occur* 
fences and events in the Eaft, from the year 1 600, 
or thereabouts, to the year 1652, at which time 
•Carcoa died. Our Spy, befides other K:ommenda- 
tions which he gives this Journal of Carcoa, partf'- 
cularly celebrates it in one of his laft Letters to 
Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at Vienna. At the firft 
receipt of that Journal, he fent an anfwer to Na- 
than, which begins thus : * Thy letter, with Car- 

• coa*s Journal, is come fafe to my hands, and the 

• ring which he bequeathed me» &c.' And a little 
after he fays, * His mernoirs will be of great fcrvice 

• to me ; containing a more accurate hiftory of the 

• German Court, fr6m the year 1600, to the time 

• of his death, than I have yet feen extant. I»ain 

• not unacquainted with relations of this kind, &c.' 
Vol. IL BookL Letter XXX. Page 79. But in 
the very laft- letter he wrote td that Jew, be gives 
this Journal yet far higher encomiums, praiftng the 
elegance and fuccin£lnefs of theftyle, the folidity of! 

the 
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Ae matter, and the great ufefulnefs as well as de- 
Sghtfulnefs of both i as may be feen more at larze 
in Vol. VIII. Book IV. Letter XVI. 

The fecond journal is that of Pefteli Hali, bro- - 
thcrto our Spy, and a great traveller in Afia. At 
kis return to Conftantinople, he was made Matter 
of the Cuftoms, and Supcrintendant of the Arfenal 
there. His journal contains an accurate account of 
his travels through Syria, Arabia, Perfia, India, 
China, Tartary, Georgia, Circaffia, Mingrclia, 
&c. with choice remarks and obfervations on the 
divers religions, laws, cuftoms, and forms of go* 
vemment, which he found among fo many people 
of different nations : As alfo feveral ftrange and 
pleafant adventures that happened to him on tho 
roads, and in cities ; the efcapes he made from rob^ 
hers, and his intrigues with the Perfian and Indian 
ladies. All which our Spy profeffes he took great 
delight to read. In a word, according to the cha- 
rafter which he gives of this journal, we Aay be- 
lieve, that it contains many ufeful and pleafant me- 
mqirs, in hiftory, philofophy, morality, and the 
politicks. • 

As for the journal of Ifouf, his coufin, we may 
conclude from feveral letters in our Spy, that it de- 
ferves much the fame charavSter ; only with this ad- 
vantage, that befides his travels through all, or moft 
of the forementioned countries in the Eaft, he adds 
an account of his journies through the South, hav- 
ing vifited the chiefeft regions of Africk. And 
Mahmut appears particularly pleafed with this laft 
part of his journal, as containihg narratives of coun- 
tries, to which he was wholly then a ftranger. In a 
word, upon the reading of this journal, he con- 
ceived fo great an affeftion for his coufin Ifouf, the 
author of it, that he recommends hin) to his brother 
Pefteli Hali, and to one of the Baffas, as a man de- 
ferving the Sultan's favour, and fome preferments 
fuitabfe to his abilities ^ which may be a fufficient 
Vol. L a ground 
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* ground for us to believe, that this journal was not 
ItufFed with vain romantick fables and empty trifles, 
but that it had fomething in it extraordinary and il* 
luftrious. 

If therefore the publiiber of thefe volumes, who 
has been at great expence and pains in endeavour* 
ing to retrieve the faid journals, ihould ever be fo 
happy as to fucceed in his attempt, he promifes 
himfelf, that the publication of the faid journals, 
will be a work both ufeful and acceptable to the 
world. 
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Interpretation of feme Turkifli and 
Arabick Words, which may fccm Ob-* 
fcure and Unintelligible, cither in thefc 
JLetters, or in their Titles. 



^^ yJARAFj a place of prifons, purgatory, or, % 
I mid-receptacle of fouls between Paradife and 

Hell, according to the dodrine of the Turks. 
AUaby the name of God. 

Bajfoj a title of honour given to Governors of Pro- 
vinces and Privy Counfellors of the Grand Sig- 
nior. 

Berber Aga^ the Grand Signior's Barber. 

Bef^ a L^d. 

Beglerbeg\ Lord of Lorda, A title equivalent to our 
Dukes and Princes. 

Boftangiy a Gardener. 

Caiilejquier^ a Lord Chief Jufticc. 

Caii^ a Judge, or Juftice of the Peace. 

Calipb^ a Prince, or High Prieft. 

Chany 2L Duke. 

CheiJty a Lawyer. 

Cbertffy a Prince. 

Chiauxj a Bailiff, or Serjeant. 

Corvan^ a Mahometan facrifice of iheep, which he-» 

ing killed and cut in pieces, are diftributcd to the 

poor. 

Dervifey a Religious Man. 

Dey^ 2L Governour. 

Divan, the Grapd Signior's Privy Council : Alfo a 

raifed ground in a hall, or any other room of a 

houfe. 
Dunalmay a Feftival, or Royal Holy Day. 

I EmieTj a Lord. 

Fefiay the fcntence >yhich the Mufti gives in the de- 
termination of any caufe brought before him. 
1 Harnay thcTreafury. 
Haroddy the Royal Chamber. 

a z Hqfnadar 
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Hafmdar Baffin Chief Trcafurer to the Grand Sig- 

nior. 
Hogin^ a DcxSor of Laws. 
Hoivagiy A Confeftioner. 

Imauniy a Minifter, or Clerk of a Church* 
Janifar Aga^ General of the Janifaries. 

Kaimacham^ a Deputy Lieutenant, or Governor of 
a City. The Grand Vizir's Vicegerent. By way of 
Excellency, it is appropriated to him who governs 
Conftantinbple in the Grand Vizir's abfence, 

Klaya Bey^ Lord Lieutenant of the Janifaries; 

Mandarin^ a Governor of a Province, or, a Lord. 

Minaret J a Turret, or Steeple of a Mofque. 

Mirxaby a General. 

Mollahy a Doaor or Preacher. 

Murcermany a Carrier or Muleteer. 

Muffulmafiy or Mofelmartj a True Believer, one re- 
figned to God. This title thd Mahometans arro- 
gate to themfelves, as the only Elefl; of God, in 
their own conceits. 

Nabobs a Lord. 

Omrahy a Colonel, or Lord. 

Pantoney a Holy Man. 

Rets Effendiy a Secretary of State. 

SeliSfer AgOy the Sword-B^arer to the Sultan. 
Serafquier^ a General of an Army. 
S^lack and PaUky Footmen. 
Sultatiy a King, or Emperor. 

TefterdeVy Lord Treafurer. 

Vizir jtzeniy the Firft Minifter of State. 
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TO THE 

R E A D E R. 



I Here offer you a Book written by a Turk, whofe 
matter is as inftrudive and mightiPu], as the 
manner of finding it was ftrange and furprizing^ 
I do not doubt but you would know where it was 
written J and perhaps whether the Author be living, 
Md whether you muft expefl a Romance, or a real 
Hiftory. — Hear then, in mort, what wiU fully fatisfy 
yoa. 

The curiofitv' of feeiing Paris, made a Man of 
Letters leave Italy in the year 1682; where being 
vrived, he found fuch diverfions as caufed bis ftay 
longer than he intended. 

Scarce had he been two months in Paris, when 
by changing his lodging, he difcovered by mere 
chance in a corner of his chamber, a great heap of 
papers^ which, feemed more fpoiled by duft than 
time. 

He was at firft furprized to fee nothing but bar- 
barous chara6ters, and was upon the point of leav- 
ing them without any farther fearch, if a Latin 
fentence which he perceived on the top oi a leaf^ 
bad not detained him : 

Vhi amatur, non laboratur 5 i^ Jl 
Laboratury lah^ amatur. 

The furprize of the Italian was yet greater, when, 
after having confidered thefe charaflers with more 
attention, he found them to be Arabick, which i 

^nguage was not altogether unknown to him, J 

a 4r which I 
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which made him look narrowlier into them, ^wherc 
ht found, that they treated of affairs of ftate 5 that 
they contained relations of war and peace; and dif- 
courfed not only of the affairs of France, but of 
thofeof all Chriftcndom, till the year 1682. 

The curious Italian was in no fmall impatience 
to know how and where thefe Memorials had been 
writ, and by what adventure they came to lie fo 
7iegle£ted in a corner of his .chamber. But before 
he further informed himfelf, he thought it expedient 
to tranfport thefe maqufcripts into another houfe, 
a^ a pi ace of greater iecurity. 

He afterwards queftioned his landlord with great 
precaution, concerning thepapei-s, and he informed 
him even to the leaft circumilances. 

He told him, that a flranger, who faid he was a 
native of Moldavia, habited like an Ecclefiaflick, 
greatly ftudious, of fmall flature, of a very coarfe 
countenance, but of furpri^ing goodnefs of life, 
had lived loBg at his houfe. That he came to lodge 
there in the year 1664, and had flaid eighteen years 
with him, that being gone abroad one day, he re- 
turned no more, and they had no certain news of 
him.fince^ He was about feventy years old, had 
left fome manufcripts which nobody underftood, 
and fome monies, which was an argument that his 
departure was not premeditated. 

He added, that he had always a lamp, day and 
. night, burning in his chamber ; had but few move- 
ables, only fome books, a fmall tome of St. Auflin, 
Tacitus, and the Alcoran, with thepidure of Maf- 
faniello, whom he praifed very much, calling him 
the Mofes of Naples.' He faid farther, that this 
ftranger's greateft friend, and who he law often, 
was a man which mofl people took for a Saint, 
fome for a Jew, and others fufpedled to be a Turk. 
According to the landlord's report, he came to Paris 
in thevear 1637, being then but 28 years of age. 
At firft he had lodged with a* Fleming ; he went 
oft to court ; monies never failed him ; he had 

friends, 
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fiiends, and pafied for very learned. As for his en^^ 
this man thinks he died miferable, it being fufpefted 
that he had been thrown into the river. 

The Italian, being fufficiently inftrutS^ed by what 
kc bad heard, applied himfelf to the ftudy of the 
Arabian language ; and as he had already feme 
knowledge in it, he quickly learned enough to 
tranflate thefe manufcripts, which he undertook a 
while after ; and he examined with care the truth of 
what the Moldavian had writ, confronting the 
events he met, wkh the hiftories of thofe times j and 
to fucceed the better, fearched the moft approved 
memorials, having had accefs into the cabinets of 
Princes and their Minifters. 

Thefe letters contain the moft confidcrable in- 
trigues of the Court of France, and the moft remark- 
able tran fa 61 ions of Chrifteridom, which have bec» 
fcnt to feveral Officers of the Ottoman Court. 

By thefe may be known the perfpicacity of this^ 
Agent of the Turks ; and by him the prudence of 
thofe that command in that nation, who chofe (rho 
better to penetrate iiito the affairs of Chriftians) a^ 
roan who could not be fufpeficd by his exterior >. 
who was deformed, but prudent and advifed ; and, 
for the better concealing him,, deftined his ordinary 
abode in one of the greateft and moft peopled cities* 
of Europe, 

During his being at Paris, which was forty -five 
years, he. has been eye-witnefs of many great 
changes ; has feen the death of two great Minifters 
of State; has feen that kingdom involved in war, 
without and within. He was fcarce fettled in- Paris,, 
but he was witnefs to the birth of a King, who* 
fiirpafled thofe that preceded him ; in a time, when* 
the Queen's barrennefs caufed the King, her huf- 
band, to defpair of ever having a fon that fhouldi 
fccceed him. ' ' 

.During the courfe of fo many years, he hath (eetv^ 

Allies revolt, and return again to the obedience of 

^^ii Sovereign; Princes of the Blood make war* 

a 5, againft^ 
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a^inft their King ; and Queen Mary de Medici's 
wife, mother, and mother-in-law to feme of the 
greateft Kings in Europe, die in exile in Cologne. 

He fpeaks frankly of the Princes of Chriftendorn, 
and explains his fentiments with liberty : He faith 
the Emperor commands Princes, the King of Spain 
men, and the Kin? of France fees men, ana even 
Kings obey his orders : He adds, that the firft com-' 
mands and prays, the fecond fees oft times more 
cffeded than he commanded, and that the third 
commands many brave foldiers, and is well nigh 
obeyed by crowned heads. There appears no heat 
or animouty in him, in what he writes againft the 
Pope. In difcourfing of the Emperpr and King of 
Spain, he fays that both of them having provinces 
of fuch vaft extent, they are not much concerned at 
ahe loiTes they fuftain. 

He believed that Enj^land was more powerful 
than the Empire and Spam at fea : He apprehended 
more the counfels of the Rcpublick of Venice than 
i^eir arms : He magnifies wnat paiTed in the wars of 
Candy, which the Venetians fupported with fo 
much bravery againft the forces of the Ottoman 
EmpisFe. The Genoefe with him are perfeSt Chy- 
mifls. He fpeaks of the laft plague, and laft war, 
Aat this Commonwealth had been afflided with ; 
he touches fometbing of the late confpiracy againft 
die State by Ragei and Torne; and to ihew that he 
iinderftood their hiftory, he fays fomewhat of Va- 
cheroandBalbi* 

Thou wilt fee. Reader, by the progrefs of the 
work^ what this fecret Envoy of the Ottoman Porte 
thought of the other Princes of Ital^, and thofe of 
the North. And I have drawn his pidure, becaufe 
thou mayeft underftand better what I give thee of 
him. 

This Arabian (for he declares bimfelf in his writ- 
ings to have been of that nation) having been taken 
and madea flave by the Chriftians, was brought Into 
Sicily, where he applied himfelf unto learning. He 

ftudied 



TO^THIE READER. v 

ftudied^ Ibgick in his captivity, and applied himfelf 
much, to hiftoiy^ he overcame ^em by fufFering*. 
with patience the blows of his mafter, who often. 
6eat nim for endeavouring ta acquire thofe lights, 
m^ich this brnte had not.. And -finally, after much< 
Eibour, greataffiduity, and longwatchings, he came, 
as he wiiites himfelf, to undermnd Gredc and Latin 
Authors ; he had commerce afcerwards with the 
beft nraflfersj and during his ibjpurnment 4n the 
French Court, he joined experience to the know* 
ledge he had acquired. 

He explains himfelf neatly, and fpeaks of things- 
with great franknefs. His ftyle fliews a great h- 
berty of fpirir, and hot paffion ; and if it appear- 
that he accommodates himfelf to the fafliion of the- 
court, one may fee that it is^ not out of defign to^ 
pleafe, but that he wifely conforms himfelf fome— 
times to the Geniufes of nations. 

Thou wilt find in his letters wit and learning. If 
fbmetimes he appears tart, it is to fliew his vivacity,, 
not to difoblige ; and he appears all over fully in- 
ftru£ted in ancient and modern hlftory. He is very 
referred when he blames, and feems perfuaded when« 
he praifes. When he fpeaks to the great men of the • 
Porte, his ftyle is very grave j and he changes when' 
fie writes to meaner perfons. He never tells news* 
that he is not afliired of, nor thinks of divining: 
things that feem obfcure to him. 

He gives, rare leflbns when he writes of the revo- 
lutions of Catalonia, the kingdoms of Naples, Ppr- 
fugal, and England, which happened in our days, 
with ftrange circumftances, terrible murders, and the- 
death of a potent King, martyred by his own fub— 
je£ls upon a ^afFold, before his own door. 

He weighs much the Duke of Guife's hardy refo- 
lution of going to Naples to fuccour the revolted! 
there; and he reafons not as a Barbarian, but like 
an able Statefman and wife Philofopher, on the rifc: 
and ruin of ftates. He always difcourfes with li- 
berty, and what he fays, is filled with folid'and! 
agreeable thoughts. He fpeaks fometimes of the* 
a 6 cruelty 
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cruelty and tyranny of the Turks, of ihi violences 
of the Minifters of the Porte, and upon the preci- 
pitated death which many of the Sultans, Baflas, 
' and Vizirs are forced to fufFer. But this language 
is only to his friends and confidants. 

However, though thefe letters be neither Greek 
nor Latin, nor written by a Chriftian, they con- 
tain nothing of barbarous ; and though the igno- 
rant be in great numbers amongft the Turk^, there 
are yet men of great underftanding that write the 
annals of the Ottoman Empire, though they are 
not eafily come by ; for their books not being printed, 
they fcarce ever reach us. We may nctwithftand- 
ing believe, that amongft this nation, that we term 
barbarous, there are great and wife captains, good 
men, and learned authors ^ as we have amongft us 
Generals without condufl:, hypocritical votaries,, 
and ignorant fellows that pretend to be mafters. 

To juftify what I affirm of the Turks, let us but 
confider their viftories, which have gained them fo 
many kingdoms ; their power at fea, their exaftnefs 
to puni(h crimes, and to rewajcd' merit. As for 
printing, they would never endure it amongft them. 
A Grand Vizir's judgment of it was remarkable, 
which fhews rather their prudence than any effe<3: 
of their ignorance. A famous Printer of Holland, 
by religion a Jew, came to Conftantinople, bring- 
ing prefles with him, with characters of all forts of 
idioms., particularly Arabick, Turkifh, Greek and 
Perfian letters, with defign to introduce the ufe of 
printing into that great city. ^ As foon as the Vizir 
was informed of it, he caufcd'the Jew to be hanged, 
and broke all his engine^s, and millions of charaSers 
which he had brought, declaring, it would be a 
great cruelty, that one man ftiould, to enrich him- 
ielf, take the bread out of the mouths of'eleven 
thoufand Scribes^ who gained their livings at Con- 
ftantinople by their pens. 

Perufe, gentle Reader, what I offer, without fear 
of tiring thyfelf, or being deceived. As Chriftian 
Authprs think of nothing ordinarily, but of writing 

pane- 
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panegyricks in hopes of reward, we have rcafon to 
believe not to find all the truths in their works. 
Intereft and paffion do often make good Princes 
pafs for tyrants, and unjuft and cruel Princes are 
fometimes transferred to pofterity for models of 
juftice and clemency. This occafions hiftorics 
which iffue from fo corrupt a fource, to ferve like a 
pitched field for modern writers, where the one and 
the other combat for the deftru(ftion of truth ; the 
one falfely reporting what they have beard ; and the 
other, by as badly reprefenting the things they 
fecm to witnefs. Moft Princes will have their altars; 
and then it is no wonder, if there are Priefls found 
to facrifice tq falfehood, and Idolaters to deface the 
ftatue of truth. 

There is no General that will not always ftcm a 
conqueror, and Princes never confefs their Jofles j 
which occafions a confufion, and the actions of men 
Jo thereby become doubtful. 

How many times have we feen both the viftors 
and the vanquiflied make bonfires for their fuc- 
ceffes ? And, in our days, we have known the 
French rejoice, and the Spaniards and Germans 
ling their Te Deum for the fame thing. 

A» we are, perhaps, now lefs juft than in ages 
paft, it is difficult to write things as they are, par- 
. ticularly during the lives of Princes, whofe hiftory 
cannot be writ without fear, nor the truth faid 
without danger. For thefe reafons, we ough,t not to 
queftion the credit of our' Arabian^ who reports 
with liberty what came to his knowledge : Bendes, 
he being an univerfai enemy to Chriftianity, and a 
concealed one, neither difobliged or gained by any^ 
and religioully true to his Prince, whom he adores 
as a divinity,, it cannot be imagined, that he fays 
any thing for fear or favour. 

As thefe relations have been read with atten^- 
tion, and diligently examined, we may be aflfured 
of an exa£i; hiftorv, abounding in confiderable 
events ; and this hiftory being feparated into letters, 
as the Author writ them, the reader may read them 

without 
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without repining. If he will not acknowledge the 
Tranflator's pains, let him at leaft receive the 
labours of a dead man with civility, one that ncveir 
dreamed his memorials would be printed, and that 
ferved his matter faithfully. 

Thefc fentiments made him exaSIy follow that 
.fentence of St. Auftin, found in the front of his> 
works : 

•* Where love is, there is no I^Aour ;, and if there 
*' belabour, the labour is loved." 

The Tranflator hath thought fit to retrench fome 
ceremonies and proud titles of the Eattern people. 
What is reprefented here is in a familiar ftyle, fucli. 
as the ancient Latins u fed in their writings to their: 
Confuls, Didators, and Emperors themfelves. And: 
if the trariflation be not elegant as the Arabic, doi 
not accufe the Author, feeing it is not poffibie to 
reach the force and beauty of the original. 

Have, moreover, fome refpeft for the memory of 
this Mahometan ; for, living unknown, he was fafe 
from the infults of the great ones,^ fo that he might- 
write truth without danger, which ordinarily is dif-^ 
guifed by fear or avarice, having ftill reported the- 
tranfa£lions of Chriftians with no lefs truth than, 
eloquence. 

If what I have faid cannot fatisfy the curious^ 
expeiSb the reft of thefe letters, which will be found- 
full of great actions, profitable inftruAions, and* 
good morals. Thank God, however, who raife*; 
men that employ themfelves in vanquiftinsr igno* 
ranee and idlenefs. And in rendering juftlce to> 
Mahmut, a paffionate (lave for the interefl: of his 
matter and the truth: Have fome goodnefs for the- 
Tranflator y who, being born free, acknowledges no 
matter, but God, his King, and hiis Reafon* 



r 



TABLE 

-OF T H B 

LETTERS AND MATTERS, 

CONTAINED 

IN THIS VOLUME. 

BOOK L 

LETTER I. 



M 



Ahmut, an Arabian, and the Grand Slgnior^s^ 
^ vileft flave, to Hafnadarbafly, Chief Treafu* 
rer to his Highnefs at Conftantinople. Page i 
Of the arrival of Mahmui at Paris. A defcription 
fif the place. His difg-uifement^ and manner of 
living amongft the Chrtftians. 
n. To"the fame HafnadarbafTy. 3 

Of the ijfles of St, Margaret and Honorat^ taken hytbi 
Spaniards I and of the Archhijhop of Bourdeaux, 
m. To DarniOi Mehemet Bafla. _ 5 

Touching the Te Deum^ and the rejoicings of the 
French^ for the viHory of Leucate. 
IV. Tolfouf, hisKinfman. ... 7 

He exhorts him to love Gody his religion^ and the 
Grand Signior. 

' V. To 



The TABLE. 

V. To the Aga of the Janizaries. . _ . , ^ 
Of the faking of Breda ; of Marqms Spwola. ±±^ 

exhorts him to read Hi/lory. ^ 

VI. To Mehemct, an Eunuch Page of the Sultan 

Mother. i n ^ ri^ 

He recommends to him his tntere/ts at the forte.- ^^ 
A prodigy which happened in Germany \ and of an 

Englijh Jhip. 

VII. To the invincible Vizir Azem. " 
Of the ^een of Prance's harxennefs. Of the Lourty 

the gemus of the French, and affairs of Af rick. . 

VIII. To Muzlu Reis EfFendi, the Chief Secretary, 
of the Ottoman Empire. • t> • *^ 

Of his manner of Hving, and of the town of Parts. 

IX. To the Mvifti, Prince of the Religion of the 
Turks. _ '7 

Touching religion. 

X. To'the Kaimacham. 20 
Of the piSiures of the King of France^ Cardinal 

Richlieu, and the Prince ofCondesfon. 
XL To Bedredin, Superior of the Convents of the 
Dervifes of Cogni in Natolia. 22 

Of the converfation he had with a Jefuit^ touching^ 
the Mahometan religion, 

XII. ToChiurgi Muhammet, Baffa. 29 
Of the ^ueen of Francis being with child.. 

XIII. ToCarcoa at Vienna. 3 J 
He fnds him tliree pt^ures^ and ajks of him necej^ 

faries. 

XIV. To William Vofpel, a Chj-Iftian of Auftria. 33 
Touching the death of his wife, and of the defign he\ 

had of retiring into a convent of Carmelites. 

XV. To Ibrahim, that renounced the Chriftian reli- 
gion. , ^ , 4 . \ 34- 

That onejhould not write falftties touching religion; 

XVI. To Dicheu Huffein, Baffr ^ 36 
Of the everlafting wars amongfi Chriftians. Of 

Guftavus King of Swedelandfy and Weymar's vic^ 

> XVII. .To, 



r 



The TABLE. 



I 



XVII. To Achmet BeJg. , . r ^^ 
Of Italy ; of the houje of Savoy ; and of the war 

which the Spaniards and French made tn Pted- 
mont. 

XVIII. To Muftapha Berber, Aga. 4« 
Of the death of Marjhal de Crequi\ of Magickj and 

of the fori of Breme. 

XIX. To Murat Baffa. _ ^^ , 4? 
Of Madam de Savoy ; the Cardinal de Valette. Vf 

Vereelky and of the Duke of Rohan. 
XX.ToDgnetpglou. ^,. . , ^^ 

Of his captivity at Palermo^ and hts mploymenU 

XXI. To the Kaimacham. ^ \r> ^* 
Of Piedmont, and of a confpiracy difcovered at Oenoa. 

XXII. To the fame. , ^ . ^^ ^ 
Oftheftege of Fontarabia ; of the Prtnce ofCondei 

and of the lofs offeveral Spanijh veffels. 

XXIII. To Afis Baffa. . . .^ 
Of a dyet held at Stockholm^ where it was determined 

to continue the war with Germany ; and the French 
dtfign on St, Omer*s. 

XXIV. To the Kaimacham. j m 
Of the French armies 5 their progrefs ; and of Lar^ 

dinal Richlieu. 

XXV. To the fame- , . ^ n r -^ 
Of the ^een's drawing near her time \ of Uajimir 

taken prifoner, , 

XXVI. To ttte fame. ,, ^5^ 
Of the King of Poland's travels into Hungary and 

Germany, . rr 

XXVII. To Kerker Haffan Baffa. (>^ 
OfAmuratHs exploits on the frontiers ofPerfta ; and 

of the death of two great perfonages. 

XXVIII. To the -Kaimacham. ^9 
Of the birth of the Dauphin. 

XXIX. To the Capitan, or Captain Baffa. , 7* 
Of a fea fight between the French and Spaniards. 

XXX. To the Captain Baffa. 73 
Of the gallies of Malta. 



thd TABLE. 

BOOK 11. 

L K T T E R I. 

TO the' Captain BaDa. ^ . . 75 

Mabmut reproaches him with the intelligence 
held with the Emperor of German fs Secretary. 
n. To the fame. 7S 

Of. the ^allies the Barbarians loji. 
in. To the fame. Si 

He dif covers the means offurpriving Loretto* 

IV. To the Kaimacbam. ^ 84 
He dijcourfes of the Minijlers of foreign PrinaSy and 

of the affairs ofVallone and Loretto. 

V. To thcTame. 87 
Touching the feiting at liberty the old renegado 

Durlu. 

VI. To the fame. 4<s 
Of the war of Piedmont ; misfortunes of the Houfe 

of Savoy ; of the Duke of Saxony ; of the taking 
ofBrifaCj by the Duke of Weymar. 

VII. To the fame. 94. 
Of the Duke of Lorrain\ affairs -of Germany ^^ 

Swedelandy and Jlfatreu 

VIII. To Melee Amct. 98 
Of the difgrace of Stridya Bey 5 and of another 

adventure, 

IX. To the fame. 102 
Of a particular accident that happened to a fon that 

rejoiced at the news of his father s ftcknefs. 

X. To Enguruli Emin Cheik, a Man of the Law. 

104 
Of the Kin/s goodnefs to an ancient father of a 
. family^ that wouUi needs turn foldier in his old 

-^'^^^ XLTa 



The TA BLE. 

B O O K in. 

LETTER L 

TO Muzlu Reis ESmiu &c- . 'H 

Of jf//am Baffa of Algiers, his iiath mmd kar'- 
horous JentinuntSj tn reJpeB §f bisfisves. 
n. To the Invincible Vizir Azcm, at the Camp 
under Babyjon. is$ 

Of the memoirs which Mabmmt ^ave t§ the CardimAl 
RichUeu on the lives of iiUiftrtcus men, 

III. To Lubano Abufei Saady an Egyptian Knighc 

166 
What Cardinal RichUeu did at a ball. 

IV. To Mehemet, an Eunuch Page. 167 
Of the beginning of MabmuCs fidaufs^ and ef the 

cruelty of Amurath, 

V. To 2Selim of Rhodes, Captain of a Galley. 170 
That a man is departed exprejsly from Leghorn^ to of- 

fajjtnate him at Conftantinople^ 

VI. To the Invincible Vizir Azem, &c. 172 
Of thefuge of Babylon. 

Vlf. To the fame. 175 

Of Brifacy Piedmont y Italy ^ and Brandenhurgb. 

VIII. To Bedredin, Supeiior of- the Dervifes in 
Natolia. 179 

Of hisficknefs. 

IX. To Oucoumtche, his mother, atScios. 180 
Of hisftcknefu 

X. To Peftcli Hali, his brother. 181 
Of hisficknefs. 

XI. To Dgnet Oglou. 18a 
Of 'hisficknefs in a particular fiyle. 

XII. To the Kaimacham. 184 
He difcourfes of the dexterity of the dwarf Ofmin^ 

and of the Ambaffador of Venicis foliciiations at 
courts to induce the King to make war with the 
Turks. 

XIII. To 



The T A B L E. 

XL To Cara Hali, a Pbyfician. ^ lof 

Of the mountains if Sicily and Naples^ which cqft 
forth perpetual flames \ of the nature of theji 
, flames^ and of tbeir effects. 

XII. To the Venerable Mufti, &c. ■ ^ iii 
On religion ; onfome ofhisfcrupks^ and fimthing tie 

Alcoran^ 

XIII. To the Kaimacham. 113 
Of a man that wasfent as afpy to the Court of Rome 

by Cardinal Richlieu 5 ana rf' other matters* 

XIV. To Effri Boinou, the White Eunuch. 1 17 
Touching the life of Henry IV. 

XV. To the Invincible Vizir Azem. ^ i»9 
Mahmufs conference with Cardinal Richlieu, toucb^ 

ing the affairs ofjerufalem. 

XVI. TTo'the fame. ^ 134 
Of the Dauphin of France 5 and the Sultan's voyage 

to Babylon. 

XVII. To Bechir Bafla, Chief Treafurcr to the 
Grand Signior. ^ 135 

Of a pleafant and dangerous adn}enture which hafr^ 

/'>ened to Mahmut 5 and of the Jew Eliachim. 
II. ToCarcoaof Vienna. 139 

Mahmut fends word that he has lofi the money hefent 
him^ and how, 

XIX, To Dgnet Oglou. ^ 140 
A relation of the life of Birkabeb y and of a Perjian 

Prince* 

XX. To Egri Boinou, an Eunuch. 14,1 
Remains of the life of Henry the Great. 



r 



LETTERS 

WRIT BY - 

A SPY AT PARIS. 

BOOK I. 



LETTER I. 

I Mahmut the Arabian, and vileft of the Grand 

' Signior's flavcs, to Hafnadarbafly, Chief 

Treafurer to his Highncfs at Conftantmople. 

I Have at length finifhed my journey, after one 
hundred and forty days march, arriving at Paris 
the 4th of this prefent Moon,, according to the 
I Chriftians Style. I mad© no ftay in Hungary, 
yet fojourned one and forty days at Vienna, where 
I obferved all the motions of that court, according 
I as I vf2LS ordered ; of which I {hall not now fpeak^r 
having given a full account to the ever-invincible 
Vizir Azem. Being but newly arrived, I fcarce 
know any body, and am as little known myfelf, I 
' have fuffered my hair to grow a little below my ears ; 
and as to my lodging, 'tis in the houfe of an old 
Fleming, where my room is fo fmall, that jealoufy 
itfelf can fcarce cnt^r. And becaufe I will have no 
^ enemy near me, I will therefore admit of no fer* 
vant. ^ ^ 

Vox.. I. B Being 
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. Being of low ftature, of an ill-favoured counte- 
nance, ill-fhaped, and by nature not given to talka- 
tiveness, Ifliall the better conceal myfelf. Inftead of 
my name, Mahmut the Arabian, I have taken ort 
me that of Titus the Moldavian; and with a little 
coflack of black ferge, which is the habit I have 
chofen, I make two figures, beine in heart what I . 
ought to be, but outwardly, and in appearance, 
what I never intend. 

Carcoa at Vienna furniflies me with bread and 
water, fupplying me with juft enough to live, and I 
defire no more. The eggs here are dearer than pullets 
with you. It is to him that I will addrefs my letters* 

Eliachim the Jew came to fee me, who feems to 
be fufficiently informed of what paflessin'the world, 
and will be a ufeful man to me: yet I will never 
ttuft him more than I need. Although 1 have a difr 
penfation from th« Mufti for lying, and falfe oaths, 
which I (ball be obliged to make; yet I have fti II 
fome qualm on my mind. However, our fovereign 
muft be ferved, and I can commit no fin, as long as 
this is my fole end. As for the intelligence which I 
Ihall fend, none (hall come from me but what is 
true, unlefs I be firft deceived myfelf. 

It will be hard for me to mention zxvf thing confi* 
derable, of a city which is not to be viewed in one 
day, I having been there but feven, 'Tis peopled 
like the borders of the fea with fand, the inhabitants 
lodging to the very cock-lofts \ and houfes are built 
on the bridges. 

This great city is divided by a river, and both 
parts of it are joined by a great bridge of ftone, well 
built and very ftately. In the midft of it is feen aa 
horfe of brafs, with the ftatuc of Henry IV. which 
beftrides it \ whofe heroick adions have, juftly, fir- 
named him The Greats and he feems ftill to com- 
mand this capttol of the kingdom. The other bridges 
being full of houfes, arc not feen j appearing as if 
they had been made for the city, not the river. 

The King's palace is an ancient building, yet re- 
Uaos a certain majeftyi which denotes the grandeur 
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of its mafter : Within it appears a defart ; for the 
court is alveays abroad, or in the army* 

A Churchman, termed at Rome a Cardinal, is 
the principal Minifter of State ; bis name is Armand 
du rleffis. Cardinal of Richlieu. He is efteemed a 
great politician, a man of wit and aSion, and every 
way htted for the place he holds. 

All the people make vows to heaven, that their 
King may become a father ; for the Queen has been 
bftrren thcfe many years. 

I go into the churches as a Chriilian ; and when I 
feem attentive to their myfteries, I hold our facred 
Alcoran in my hands, addrei&ng my prayers to our 
holy Prophet ; and thus behaving myfelf, I give no 
oflfence. I avoid difputes^ mind my own concernst 
and do nothing which may endanger my falvation. 

Preferve thy health, and expedt to hear from me 
as 6ft as' the mtereft of our great and mighty Mo- 
iiarcb requires, who is the mafter of my life and 
affi^dions. 

I make thee no prefent of my fervices, for they be 
devoted to that Lord, whofe flave thou art, as well 
as L The letters I write for the future, fliall be 
iire&cd to the Minifters of the Divan. 

Live with the piety of a good MuiTulman, and 
the prudence of an able Minifter, and preferve the 
Trcafure as thine own heart, which (diou knoweft) 
is the laft expiring. 

Paris, nth of the 9th Moon, of the Year 1637, 
according to the Chriftian ftyle. 



LETTER IL 
To the fame Hafnadarbafly. 

I Had too good an opinion of myfelf, and did not 
fufficiently confider to whom I wrote, when I 
attempted, in fo little a time, to give thee an account 
B a - of 



4 LETTERS WRIT BT 

«of the court of France^ and' how this King lives* 
An old Arabian was wont to fay, * To have a per- 

* {c6\. knowledge of things, we muft know them 

* more than once, and forget them thrice, to the 
•* end that learning them a fourth time, they may 

* become perfeftly our own.* This will iriftruft me 
how to wiite to my friends hereafter j not as I un- 
derftand affairs, but as they ought to be underftood : 
For, once well done, is better than twice ill done. 

I think I may fay, the Spaniards want grourtd 
themfelves, by taking an handful from others. Two 
and twenty of their gallies, with fome other fmall 
veifels, have taken two fmall iflands, named St. 
Margaret's and St. Honorat's, which lie over-againft 
Provence, and are barren and unprofitable places ; 
and will ferve to little ptirpofe, unlefs for ports ; 
;ind 'lis alfo a queftion, how long they will hold 
them. ... * 

The war between thefe two nations is like to con- 
tinue, efpecially from the death of the two Italian 
Princes, VicSor Amade, Duke of Savoy, and Sharks 
•Gonzague, Duke of Mantua. 

I believe it an efFeft of Providence, that thefe tWo 
nations know not their own interefl, or knowing ity 
jieg1e£t it. Heaven is more kind to us, for, as our 
Empire tranfcends all others in ftrength and great- 
nefs, fo it docs in unity and concord -, by which 
means, 'tis in our power to make war, or live in 
peace. TheChriftiaiis never confider the advantage 
they lofe, and the good they may acquire, by at- 
tacking of us, whom they yet bate, and treat as 
Barbarians. 

The Archbifhop of Bourdeaux is, at prefent, Ge- 
neral of the Frtnch naval forces; who, though a 
Piiefl, is yet permitted to turn Tarpaulin and ool- 
•dier. For my part, I underftand not how a Prelate* 
of his rank can forfake his flock, his altar, and his 
function, if what the Chriftians fay be true: But 
that is nothing to us; and the King of Frante being 
fo enlightened a Prince, and employing^ ?iim, as he 
4ocsp he mix& needs be a good feaman aad foUier 
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To fay no more in this matter : * For Princes, of 
' what religion foever they be, are always facred,. 
• and not to be approached but with refped, feeing. 

' * their doings. lie above the reach of a common ca- 

I * pacity.' 

j I would fain hear of the Grand Signior's health ;. 

t for when he is well, all the world is fo to me, and 
without him I am nothing. I will not write fo foort 
to. the Grand Vizir, being defirous to write what 
pafles here with more.exaanefs. 

I am in this place^ like a man loft in confuGon ;. 
for this town feems rather a province than a city.^ 
All is hurry and noife., every body brulhing about 

i after a£lion. The men, for the moft part, are for 
martial exploits, either at fea or land ; and as to the 
women, they are ndt idle, employing themfclves as- 
becomes them, either in the (hops or kitchens ; yet 
they take more care to (hew themfelves, than ours^ 
do to hide themfelves. Do thou be careful of thy 
health, for I (hall never be Qa-iferible^ having ihce 

I to my friend. 

' Paris, 25th of the xoth Maoa, 
of the Year 1657. 



LETTER III. 
To Darnift Mcbemet, Baffa. 

I Have been at a ceremony which I am willing tor 
fee often, to give an account of it in my letters^ 
'Tis the Te Deum, which the Chriftian Princes 
^ caufe to be fung in their churches on. the gaining any 
confiderable advantage over their enemies ; which 
Te Deum is an anthem compofcd by two of their 
Saints, to wit Ambrofe and Auftin. When the 
French beat the Spaniards, they fmg the Te Deum ; 
and when thefe vanquifh their enemies, they do the 
fame, Thefe two nations do the duty of the Muf- 
i fulmans, in deftroying one another; and when- thifr 
^ is done, they give God thanks for the evil they have 

B. 5 Qomf- 
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committed. Whence we may judge of the wifdoiTB 
and piety of the Mahometans, amongft whom there's 
feldom feen an open war ; and if it (hould happen^ 
'tis generally condemned. 

The rejoicing of the French proceeds hence : The 
Spaniards had beiieged Lucate, a fmall peninfula in 
Languedoc, which is but four leagues round, with 
two ports, where a few gallies and four fmall veflels 
may anchor in fafety. The place was attacked Hy the 
Spaniards with much heat, but was afterwards given 
over with as great lofs ; the affailants Being obliged 
to- make a retreat, not unlike a fhameful flight j 
quitted their baggage, their arms, and all their pro^ 
vifion. 

Count Serbellon offered at firft to Barris, who 
commanded, the place, a great fum of money, which 
wa;s to be attended with a conftant penfion j which 
refufed, they were neceffitated to betake themfelves 
to force; by which, in fhort, the Spaniards were 
entirely defeated. Serbellon withdrew towards Per- 
pignan, with the Duke of Cardonn's fon, who was 
Viceroy of Catalonia. He loft all his tents, his 
plate, and the money defigned for payo^ent of the 
army : And, L will fay yet more. That he has loft 
the reputation of a good Captain and valiant Soldier, 
until he can recover an opportunity to fight and van- 
quifli. This victory muft have been of confequence, 
and very glorious, feeing the King afliftt?d in perfon, 
together with the Queen, two Cardinals, the Coun- 
cil of State, and that of the Finances, and that 
which they call here. The Courts Sovereign, which 
a^'e a company of men chofen to judge others. Be- 
fides thefe, there was an innumerable concourfe Of 
people, v.^ho teftified their joy for the advantage 
gained by their King, notwithftanding it be at the 
coft of their brethren of the fame religion. 

Live happily, and conferve thy honour as thy life. 

Patis, ijrh of the xoth Moon, 
of the Year 1637. 
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LETTER IV. 

To Ifouf, bis kinfman. 

I Tell thee I live, and am well. I have received 
no news from thee ; perhaps thou thoughteft me 
dead. I falute thee firft with my letters, though 
thou oughteft to have begun. If thou art aihamed 
of thy kindred, accufe thy parents, by whom thou 
art become of the fame family. Be not ungrateful 
to them, not forgetful of the good thou haft received 
from me. Thou fhalt now know where I am, and 
ought to ftay, and mayeft anfwer me if thou wilt. 
Believe in the mean tfme the counfel I give thee, al- 
though thou doft not demand it. Be devout in thy 
religion without hypocrify, and remember there is 
no more Gods but One ; as alfo, that the favourite 
and fcnt of God is Mahomet his prophet. After 
that, love thy mafter, without defiring any thing 
more than the execution of his pleafure. Embrace 
thy father as from me, and give thy mother a kifs, 
faluting her as my fifter and friend, which is the 
moft endearing title that antiquity could invent for 
perfons who had the fame fentinients of affe<Sion. 
Live happily, and conferve thy chaftity. 

Paris, 35th of the loth Moon, 
of the Year 1637. 



LETTER V. 

To the Aga of the Janizaries. 

I Shall give thee fome pleafure in telling thee, that 
the Chriftians lofe eafier than they acquire. It 
fceons, the Marquis Ambrofe Spinola, whom all tbe^ 
world took for a great Captain, has loft much of 
bis reputation i feemg that a place is loft in eleven 
B 4 weeks. 
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weeks^ which he had formerly befieged eleven, 
months,, and where he had expended eleven millions. 
If thefe circuroftances are true, they arc very extra- 
ordinary. IJovvever, he (hall continue a great Cap- 
tain in my opinion ; and it is ordinary enough to 
fee that lolt, in a little time, by the cowardice of one^ 
which has not been acquired in a great while by the^ 
valour of a whole army. 

The Prince of Oiange hath taken Breda, a place 
,of great importance, which had been furrendercd 
twelve years and three months fmce, to the faid 
Spinola, who commanded the army of Spain. This 
conqiieft is great ; for it was the general opinion* 
the place could net be taken but by famine ; yet it 
hath been conftrained to yield, by the continual fire 
and valour of the beficgersr 

Had not the Hollanders become mafters of this 
place they had been, as it were, blocked up on the 
fide of Brabant, and had the enemy always at their 
gates.; whcrea^ now they are more at large. We 
ought to rejoice rather at their acquifuions, than 
thofe of the Spaniards, with whom wc never had 
pe?ce. 

This place is fortified with much regularity. It 
hjth fifteen baftions, befidcs fome little forts on the 
ir.oar-fide. There are five horn-works without. 
The place is confiderable for its greatnefs. It coir- 
tains 5000 houfes, with great gardens; and there 
are ihree principal gates. 

I mention thefe particulars, bepaufe thou art a 
man of war. Receive my letter kindly ; believe me 
thy frit-nd, and do not doubt of my fidelity. If thou 
wilt add to thy valour by new merit, which will 
heighten the.confideration men have for thee, Iwill 
teach thee a fecrer, which will pot be very expen- 
five, but very delightful. Read at times, the hifto- 
ri^ of others, and particularly thofe of the greateft 
and moft fortunate Princes, and their Captains, 
Imitate rather the wife, than tbof^ who have only 
fignatized themfelves by their valour. To conclude, 
be cQnverfant in hiftories, but chufe always the befl-, 

I mean 
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I mean fuch as cannot be fufp^fted for lies. Thoit 
canft not fail of good books both Greek and Arabic^- 
I which are tranflated inio the Turkifli and Perfiaa 
I tongues. Thou wilt leara to be wife by the folly, 
of others, and wilt become yet more prudent, by 
obferving the fage condu£i; of fuch who performed 
great anions : Above all things, never negleft to 
make ferious refkdlions upon the leaft events. It 
happens fometimes, that pafTages^ are found in books, 
that feem of no confeq.uence, which may yet be of 
ufe in important occafions, for the clearing of diffi- 
culties : And for example, learn this from a great 
King, Henry IV. who conquered his kingdom by, 
the,dint of his fword. 

I will iinifh with a worthy faying of Marquis Spi- 
nola's; which, Ithink, is to the purpofe. He faith,. 

* That a Captain's fword muft be tied to his heart,. ' 
^ his heart nxed to his head, and conducted by his. 

* judgment ;' which ought particularly to be formed, 
by the reading of hiftories. Love me as much as II 
efteem thee, and thou wilt never love me enough. 

Paris, a5^h of the loth Moon,, 
of the Ycai i6a7- 



LETTER VL 

To Mehemct,, Page-Eunuch ta the Sultan, 
Nlothtr.. ' 

THOU haffi fpent fourteen- years in the Seraglio,* 
and, to thy unhappinefs, always been in ther 
fervice of women; ferve now a man, who is cer- 
tainly fomewhat more than a womian. Thou know- 
eft, the confidence we have in each other is arrived* 
to that degree, as we difcovec our failing? to* 
each other,, and to fuiFer them. Seeing I am at 
prefent far off, and by confequence the more expofed; 
to criticks and ill offices ;. do not forget the interefb. 
of thy friend ; watch diay and night fpr the advan- 
tage of my life. Obferve, fearcb and endeavour to> 
B s, ^lUL- 
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penetrate what people difcotrrfe of me, and what i« 
laid concerning me at court. Our great Emperor 
fent me hither to obferve what pafles here, and ren- 
der him an account. I know I am where I ought 
to pradife what I am commanded to do, but I da 
not yet know whether I fliall return to the place 
where I would willingly end my days. Moft things 
are done on that fide, but they are not at all equally- 
performed. I have therefore moft juft reafon to ap- 
prehend, that all men do know that I (hall acquit 
rnyfelf with fidelity, of the oi'ders I have received. 
Confiderhow far his unhappinefs doth extend, who 
ferves another, who is matter of fo many millions of 
fu^eds. 

1 will inform thee of two things, whereof thou 
Ihalt tell the firft to the Bafla of the Se^, and the 
other to the Mufti's Vicar. We are told, that the 
King of England hath fet forth a veflel upon the 
Britifh ocean, of fuch prodigious greatnefs, that it 
exceeds all others, as well in force as vaftnefs. It is 
armed with izo brafs guns, it draws, unrigged, 
feventeen foot of water, and its bulk is iiooton. 
'Tis reported, that it coft two millions of piafters, 
and, as if it were the king of all other (hips, it is 
called The Sovereign. The fecond news is a pro- 
digy that happened in Upper Saxony, which finds 
but a little credit with the wife, but is eafily believed 
by the women, and the common people. 

They fay, that at Drefden, one of the Duke of 
Saxony's courtiers having cut a piece of boiled beef, 
there iffued fo much blood out of it, that the Eleftor^s 
table was wholly covered with it, which extremely 
troubled this Prince ; looking upon the adventure as 
a prefage of famine and war. Let me hear often 
from thee, and of our friends 5 but, make no confi- 
dence to any, of that which is betwixt us. Thou 
(halt learn from me fectets of great importance, 
provided thou be faithful and difcreet. God grant 
thee, in an inftant, the good which I fhall wifli to 
acquire in my whole life. 

Paris, X5th of the izth MooDi 
oftke Year z637« 
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LETTER VII. 
To the invincible Vizir Azem, 

SEEING thou haft acquired the knowledge of 
things prefent, by thy prudence and rare under- 
nanding, and haft defired me to inform theeof thofe 
things which (hall happen in the places whither thou 
ivift fent me; I will endeavour to penetrate into af- 
fairs the moft fecret^ to the end that nothing in this 
world may be hid from thee. 

At prefent, there are but few actions in Chriftcn- 
dom which deferve to be reported; and thou art 
fufficiently inftru(Sied in the affairs of France, and 
touching the perfon of her King. I expcd to in- 
form thee of events, which at the fame time may 
divert thee, and inftru£^ thee. This Prince is called 
Henry the Juft, he cannot be called the Happy ; for 
having as yet no fon to fucceed him, there will be 
always occafion of trouble in his kingdom ; nor is 
there any hopes that the Queen may prove with 
child, by reafon of her long barrennefs. U the King 
will refolve to be divorced from her, and take an- 
other, it cannot be effeiSled without Rome ; and 
Rome, the Mufti, and all their Priefts, will, ac« 
cording to their ufual manner, raife fo many difH^ 
culties, and be fo long before they determine, that 
it will be a hard matter to extort from them that 
confent, which the laws of the Chriftians render ne- 
cefTary for the diifolving a firft marriage. Certainly 
thisflavery, which doth thus fubject the Chriftian 
Princes, is barf ; but it is a point of their law, 
which being of no importance to thee, I will trouble 
thee no more with it. This defeft of a fucceflbr in 
the King of France, is of great advantage to the 
Spaniards ; and one would think. Heaven had crea- 
ted this nation to be enemies to the French. It 
Teems moreover, there is a fecret violence which en- 
tertains an antipathy between the two nations ; 
B6 which 
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which enforces a belief. That there can never be a 
folic! peace betwixt them. 

Thou haft already underftoo j from thofe I write 
to, and who dare hide nothing from thee, what 
hath happened here during the fmall time of fojourn- 
i.ng in thefe quarters. I will not repeat little things : 
The greatnefs of the genius, and the cminency of 
thy employment, have put thee far above every 
thing that is not extraordinary, that we ought to in- 
form thee of nothing but tranfce/iding events. 

I v;ill not entertain thee with the taking of the old 
town of Sally, nor thcdiforders in the new. Thou 
wilt have learned more fvviftly from the coafts oF 
Africa, advices of the hoftile ads which the EngliQi 
•have committed with their (hips of War, againft that 
city, which the King of Morocco prote<fts. 
. The attempt was great, and is difcourfed of here 
as a hardy enterprize. The vaftnefs of thy under- 
ftanding will eafily judge of the confequence. 

Tliey fay here, That the King of France has writ 
to Rome, that he will willingly refolve to make a* 
long cel&tion of arms with his enemies. If that 
happens, this repofe will ferve but to increafe the 
forces of both fides, which may hereafter render the 
war more cruel. In the mean trme, 'tis thought 
they dcfign a general peace j but time will difcover 
to- the politicians what we cannot at prefeiit divine. 

This court is great and magnificent ; it ftays not 
long fn a place, and is very feldom at Paris ;• being 
tn the camp amongft the- armies, op for pJeafure, ia 
the country* 

The genius of the- countries is different, but they 
have an equal inclination for twa things very oppo*- 
fite, War and Love ; and apply themfelves to both- 
with much conftancy, ^ 

The religion Which they call- Proteftant, and 
which has been the occafton-of fomuch difturbancc- 
ta the kingdom, is now low, by the furrender of 
Rochel, which was, as thou knoweft, the principal 
bulwark of thofe of that party* 
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It feems the King will irxutateour mighty and for* 
midable Kmperors, and will regulate his condudl by 
thine, not AifFering within his ftate^ two religions 
which are oppoftte. 

The kingdom is, notwithftanding, as yet full of 
trouble. Cardinal Richlieu (who holds the helm of 
afFairs in France, as thou diredleft that of the Em- 
pire oP the world) feems, as may be faid, in the 
midft of a tempeft, and hath reafon enough to ap-- 
prebend danger j (or there are an infinite number 
of people, who follow the fiandards of Luther and 
Calvin, who have no other thoughts but of his ruin» 

In the mean tiipe, the power of France feems • 
niighty great, and it is to be apprehended, it may 
in time augment iriiinitely. 

Thou knoweft, invincible Vizir, what the ancient 
Gauls did in old time. They were called Gallo- 
graecians; for having overrun Italy and facked 
Kome, they fettled in the middle of Ada, and could 
not be overcome but by the Romans ; becaufe the 
Heavens had ordained, That the Romans fhould 
fubjugate all nations. But now that thofe Gauls 
are* no more, and there are no more of thofe brave 
Romans, we muft pray the Infinite Goodnefs of the 
Moft High, That the power of thefe modern Gauls 
may be limited. If the French^ however, would do 
what a Spaniard, who fled from the paffion of Philip Iw 
counfeiled Henry IV. their King, which was, to fet 
htmfelf right with Rome, to have a great power at 
fea, and. a council compofed of wife, fecret and 
faithful men ; by that means, he might one day^ 
perhaps, equal the ancient Romans. I think, he that 
gave this advice was named Antonio Perez. 

I obferve every thing with care, but (hall obferve 
them nearer for the future.. It appears to me, that 
the genius of this, nation is toaggrandize itfelf, and 
extend its limits. , ^ 

The French have a common faying^ That Kings- 
having nothing above them that may limit them,. 
God hath gjyen the empire of the earth to the 
ttrongeftw They add> That Adam. left no kingdoms 
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to his children, but that they made them for them- 
fclves. They glory in certain prophecies, which 
promife them the empire of the world. In relating 
this, I tell what they fay, not what ought to happen* 
They entertain here the fame hatred. for us/as others 
do, when our power is formidable ; but wife men« 
who have know!ec|ge of our hiftory, fpeak with 
more admiration of the Ottoman Empire, than of 
that of the Romans ; and if thefe laft were reftored 
by the civil wars, which tore them in pieces, the 
other will increafe and maintain itfelf, by the great 
precautions ufed to hinder them, and by the union 
of their forces. 

Thou knowefl more of the extent of that city of 
Paris, than I can tell. thee. It appears to me great> 
and full of people ; but Conftantinople is yet greater 
and more populous. 

Thou wilt pardon me after all, if I make not a 
certain judgment of a nation, which I do not yet 
well comprehend. However, I will afiure thee, the 
French are no fools, and, I believe, never were* 
They do not love novelty through levity, but for 
reafons of ftate ; and when they are unconftant, it 
is not to do ill, but to acquire eood. They are 
happy and unfortunate in wars, like others; but 
what is confiderable, they do not combat their ene- 
mies becaufe they hate them, but in obedience to their 
Prince, which occafions the great difcipline which is 
in their armies. And what ^ems worthy of reflec- 
tion is, That they love their King by inclination ; and 
this love produces in them, that which our attachment 
to the precepts of the law does in the hearts of the beft 
Turks. I ufe this comparifon, which I learned from 
thee, who art the wifeft man in the world, from whofe 
mouth I have hear;|, as from an oracle, * That it is 

* not much material whether fubjefts love their maf- 
, * terby inclination or fear, provided they always faith- 

* fully fervehim, and are alway.s humble.' 

If ever it happen I am difcovered, thou wilt do me 
« great honour to let me know, if I ought to avow 
myfelf an agent from the fublime Port ; or whether 
I ought to die without confeiltng any thing. 

4 , I end 
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I end wtth my head in the duft, without ever ceaf- 
ing to fuppHcate the-moft High, that he will fliower 
his continued happinefs upon thee and the Empire. . 

Paris/ r5th of the tith Mqoi, 
of the Year z6a7. 



LETTER VIII. 

To Mu2lu Reis EfFendi, Principal Secretary 
of the Ottoman Empire. 

THIS is die Second letter which I have writ Co 
thee. My difpatches hitherto have not heen 
filled with things of great importance^ by reafon L 
have not yet had time to iearn them. I wifli greatly 
to write what may pleafe thee. Receive therefore 
what I ofier kiudl^y, and be perfuaded* chat 1 fear thy 
cenfures, as much as if I did deferve them. 

^ I live here according to the inftruSions which were 
given me, and lire eafy enough. The country is 
good and fat, the men^good cocnpanions^ are franky 
and feem difcreet. 

I iiave not as yet any acquaintance with the wo* 
men, and yet it is ncceffary I find means to intro- 
duce myfelf into their companies. It is a fex that 
will not pardon, when they think themfelves ne- 
gle£^ed. They are proper to difcover things one 
would know, ^ndto fay them when one would have 
them publilhed ; and likeiyifc, they as much pene- 
trate into the fecrets of hearts, as the moft refined 
and fpiritualeft: courtiers : Further, there are many 
of them that can conceal nothing, but what they 
do not know* 

I frequent not the Monks, but when neceflitated. 
If I fee them, it is to feem devout, upon defign of be- 
ing introduced by them into the houfe of a Minifter 
of State, when I teach his fon the Greek language. 
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• Wemuft not cxpcft tofindhcre the*grcat tranqair— 
lity which is at Conftantinople. The town is fo fulL 
'of. coaches^ of horfes und waggons, that the noife 
furpaflbs imagination. Thou wilt certainly find it 
ftrange, that men who are in health, and have no 
fore legs, (hould caufe themfelves to be drawn in a a 
engine with four wheels : But I more wonder to fee 
the fame men can rcfolve to fuffer the inconvenience 
of the noife^ and of the expencc which they throw- 
away out of vanity. The more moderate Ffench^ 
which do not approve of this luxury, fay. That in 
the time of Henry III. there were hut three coaches 
in Paris, whereof two were the King's : But the num- 
ber is now fo great, that they are not to be counted- 

I can tell thee no more of the genius of the French^ 
thou knoweft it perfe<31y. There is in all their adlions- 
a fpirit very delicate, and an adivity like that of fire» 

It feems as if none but they knew the {hort dura- 
tion of man's life ; they do every thing with fo much 
hafle, as if they had but one day to live : If the^r 
go on foot, they run j if they ride, they fly ; and' 
if they fpeak, they eat up half their words. They 
loVe new inventions paffionately. ' I can fay nothing, 
certain of their fidelity, though methinks we might 
fufpedl fuch, who do ^ not read as they write, not 
write as they fpeak. They love money, which 
they look upon as the firft matter, and fecond caufe 
of all things : They well nigh adore it, and that is 
the original fin of all natbns. 

Paris ought to be deftroyed, to enrich many cities 
in Europe : Whence thqji may'ft comprehend her 
greatnefs, her traffick, how rich fhe is, and how ail 
ibrts of arts do flourifh in her. 

The French Nobility is always ready to get on 
horfeback at their King's commands t And they love^ 
war fo well, that it is to be fuppofed,. we (hould haver- 
enough to do with them, if we were as near them a8> 
the Spaniards, and they did not want infantry. 

I (hall hereafter obferve every circumftance with (b 
much care, as well in this kingdom as elfewhere, that 
aothing (hall efcape me, • In the mean time, I (hall 

eindeavoiu; 
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endeavour to get acquaintance ; but (ball want mdrc^ 
money than is allowed me to anfwerwhatis.exped- 
cd from me. Two chequins a day, are more than 
enough to fupport ai man that will live like a Cynick, 
but not Aifficient to introduce me into their houfes, 
to dive into their fecrets, and enable me to difcover 
the afiairs of moft importance, according to my com* 
mi£Son, fo that thou muft aHift me to obtain more. 

I hope to fucceed in my employment, if thou doft 
not refufe me thy afHflance, nnding no difHculty in 
the execution of my orders, but the neceflily of ly-* 
ing, vrhen I pafs for a Chriftian. I fancy I fee Ma- 
homet in a rage, and believe my foul loft ; though I 
am from my heart more faithful in my religionj 
than all the Mahometans put together. Seeing 1 
am refolved to do a thing to which I have fo much 
averfion, thoii may'ft be affured, I will bear all th^ 
evil imaginable that can happen to me with firm- , 
nefs, though in all appearance I ought to hope no^ 
thing but good. 

Deliver, I befcech thee, this enclofed letter into 
the hands of the moft veneraUe Mufti, and extort 
from him, if poffible, a (blution of my , doubts. 
There is nothing that touches me nearer than what 
regards my religion, and with my religion the fcr« 
vice of my Emperor. 

Paris, i5tfc of the nth Moon, 
of ihe Year 1637. 

LETTER IX. 

To the Mufti, Prince of the Religion of the 

Turks. 

I Will die a true Muffulman, though I fliould fee 
all the croflTes of the Carthaginians fet up for my 
puniftment, and had l)efore mine eyes, all the in- 
ftruments of the moft cruel tortures that the ene- > 
mies of our holy religion could invent. But, feeing 
there is no queftion at prefent of dying, but of living 

to 
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to fcrve my Emperor, I beg of thee. Sovereign Prc- 
kte, that thou wilt be pleafed to conferve my inno<- 
cence, in giving me an ample abfoiution, or in im-^ 
pofin^ a penance that may cancel all my crimes. 

Pans hath always been the reiidence of the Kings 
of France, whence it is, that the exercife of no 
ether religion but the Chriftian, is fufFered there ; 
and thofe who acknowledge the Biihop of Rome 
for their head, have the principal managenrientof 
the affairs of religion ; and 'tis with thefe, that 
the rites of the Latin church are more ftri&ly ob- 
ferved* 

I live here in apearance, as if I were a Chriftian 
and a CathoHck. I enter into their churches, affift 
at their ceremonies, kneel before the crofs ; and I 
appear with great devotion and humility before the 
images, which are had here in veneration. 

I know well enough (if the life which I lead be 
not permitted me, as advantageous to ihe affairs of 
ftate, and the perfon of the Grand Signior) that I 
commit facrilege, adling as I do, contrary to the pre- 
cepts of Mahomet, exprefled in his Alcoran. 

I am guilty of violating the law which is prefcrib- 
ed me, and deferve death, if thou doft not, by ap« 
proving this life I am obliged to lead, affure me of 
both my falvation and life. *Tis true, thou haft al- 
ready given me abfoiution from all the falfe oaths. I 
ftiali be neceflitated to take, when they are for the 
fervice of my matter ; but I am not aflured this ab- 
foiution extends far enough to fecure my confcience, 
when I abufc holy things. 

*Tis thy province to decide this point, which is of 
fuch importance to jmy repofe, which makes me ex- 
peft thy refolves with impatience j if thou thinkeft 
a faithful Muflul man, who conferves his religion in 
his heart, and lives as I do, among the enemies of 
the law, worthy this grace. 

The intereft of my confcience obliges me to de- 
mand after what manner I ought to govern myfcl^ 
when I fee them, who are effeftively what I feem to 
be, pradlife the fame sl&b of religion. 

The 
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The French will in a little time celebrate their 
Carnival, or Shrove-tide. As fooii as it is done, 
tbeCatholfcks think of falling, having firft affifted 
at a ceremony, where aflies are put upon their fore- 
heads, to make them remember they were formed 
out of the duft, and (hall return to duft again. It is 
at this time they go to hear fermons, their Priefts 
explaining that which they oall the Gofpel, and fre- 
quent the church more than ordinary. They apply 
tbemfelves oftener to wor)cs of piety ; and having 
purged their confciences by penances, and fecret 
confeflions, which one man makes to another, they 
eat of a certain bread, which they call the Sacrament 
of the Eucharift, where after certain words pro- 
nounced by their Prieft, they will have the body of 
their Meffiah to be really prefent under thofe appa- 
rent fpecies. 

This ceremony is an obligation that good Chrift- 
ians cannot difpenfe with, it being ordained by their 
Uw and by their great Prelate, theJBifhop of Rome« 
Tbey commonly call it Confeffion, and Communi- 
cating, and keeping Eafter. Ought I to hazard 
myfeif in committing fo horrid a facriUge, and tempt, 
as I may fay, God by fo great a fuperltition, and Co 
irritate our ereat Prophet ? It may be faid, perhaps^ 
that many jfews have done the fame thing, and do \% 
every day, to preferve tbemfelves more fecurely: 
But how many of them have been chaftized by vifible 
miracles from heaven, and undergone terrible punifli- 
meius by the ordinances of the judges ! 

All thefe refledtions trouble my fplrits, O holy 
Primate of the moft Divine Law. I do not think it 
lawful, to mock the myfteries of any religion what- 
foever. The God of theChriftians is the fame that 
we adore; but their reli5;ion is quite oppofite to 
ours : There is a great difference betwixt their Jefus 
crucified, with all the ignominies poffible, as thefe 
Infidels do believe, and a Mahomet immortal and 
triumphant, a |reat legiflator, and the ariguhr ftoiie 
of the firft empire of the world. 

Give 
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Give me then pofitive orders, to the end I may be 
cafed of my fcruples,and may believe that what tliocf 
permitteft, may be effeft of thy juftice, and not. ofl 
a toleration, which may be pernicious to me. 

It is true, I may wave all thefe things in feigning 
to have done them j but it will be more advantage- 
ous for my affairs, not to exempt myfelf, if that may 
be without a crime. 

Teach then a moft obedient flave what thou (halt 
believe moft conducible to the glory of God, and 
moft profitable for the fervice of our Sovereign Lord*. 
1 do not fend thee my doubts to puzzle thee, but to 
draw ftom thy great and fublime genius fuch lights, 
as may diffipate the darknefs I live in. 

This done. Sovereign Prelate, remember thy hum- 
ble fervant, and pray our holy Prophet, thai he will', 
keep me from perifliing. 

Farisy xjth of the nth Mooa, 
of the Year X63 7. 



I 
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To the Kaimacbam. 

Received from thy hand the firft difpatch that has^ 
been addrefled to me from the fubljme port, and 
I received it the beginning of the year, according 
to the moons of thefe Inhde|s. The date is of .the 
month Mielidge. Thou ordereft me to write to thee 
of two things, and to do three. Thou wilt firft 
know. If this Kinebe aged, and of perfeft health ; 
and afterwards. If tnere be any hopes that the Queen 
may have children. Thou would'ft alfo have me 
fend his Highnefs the pi6kures of the King, the Car-, 
dinal of Richlieu, and the eldeft fpn of the Prince of 
Conde. 

As thou art one of the principal fupports of the. 
power, of the fublime port, elevated above all the 
thrones of the world (after the Vizir Azem, whofe 

orders 
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^ orders are the rule of the univerfe, miniftcr and firft 
i Have of the happy Emperor of the Ottomans) I 
ought to do what thou commandeft me. 
1 tell thee then, I have fcen this King thrice, nor 
I doth he appear by his countenance, by his hair, or 
I by his fhape, to be yet old ; neither would it be eafy 
to divide the number of his years, if he were igno- 
rant of the day of his birth ; but it is known to every 
body, that this iPrince was born the 27th of the 9th 
moon of the year 1601, according to the ftyle of the 
I Chriftians. 

I By this thou may'ft juftly calculate the age of this 
Monarch, who, though he is in his flower, feems fad- 
ing,becaufe he hath yet given no heir to his kingdom ) 
beiides, his years being near forty, furpafs that of a 
young man ; and it is obfervcd. That few Princes 
arrive to a great age. 

The Queen niay ftill lie in, if flie proves \^^ith 
child, which if it fhould happen, after 23 years of 
harrennefs, it is certain, a fruit which hath been fo 
long in ripening, willgive an ample fubje£l of rea- 
fOn to the Aftrologers of Europe. 

For my part, I fancy this King will fcarce become 
a father, unlefs he repudiate this wife, and marry 
another. 

It is not permitted to be inquifitive into the caufe 
of this fterilify. Hereby thOu feeft the weaknefs of 
thofe Chriftian Princes, who are fubjefted to the 
laws of Rome, which think it a crime to give tbem- 
felves heirs that are not borir of lawful wedlock; 
though it otten happens, that when fuch are wanting* 
this kingdom is expofed to ruin,, by the difienfions 
and civil warSj which on thefe occafions are always 
inevitable. 

The moft High, who has always protected the 
grandeur .of the Ottoman empire, hath left the Infi- 
dels in thefe errors, to the end^ that he might gi>^e 
pur moft mighty Monarch, who is the avenger of the 
idivine Unity, an eminence, fuperior to that of all 
Kings ; who are his flaves; and at the fame time, 
s&ade him holy above all the faints in the world ; 

and 
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and permitted us to have children, that may fucceed 
us, from as many wives as we can entertain, the 
children of true believers being always legitimate. 

I humbly beg pardon, I forgot I fpoke to thee, 
who art wifdom itfelf, and to whom no fecrets of the 
law or ftate are unknown. 

I will fend to Carcoa at Vienna, the pictures of 
the King, of the Prince of Conde's fon, and of the 
CardinalRIchlieu, according to the brders I received 
from thee, and they (hall be difpatched in little 
time : I would to heaven I could as eafily fend thee 
the originals ; I fhould at one ftroke difarm this 
kingdom, which would thereby be fuddenly involved 
^n nre and blood. 

The habit I wear, and the manner after which I. 
live, have already gained me many friends, I find 
means to go once a week to court. My deformity 
proteds me againft the jealoufies of hufbands. Some 
people take me for a wife man, and difcourfe confi- 
dently in my prefence of -politicks and affairs of 
ftate ; neither do I negle£): the making ufe of every 
thing, which may be advanatgeous to me in my 
miniftry. Thus, in doing a thing for the which I 
have much averfion^ I compafs all I defire; and I * 
affure thee upon my faith, if thou wilt continue to 
prot€<a me, and affift me with thy counfels, I will do 
ibmewhat extraordinary. 

I fupplicate the great God to give a perpjetual 
health to thy body, and nrake thy foul enjoy upon 
earth, and in heaven, the felicity of the bleiled. 

Paris, xft of the xft Moon, 
of the Year 1638. 

LETTER XL 

To Bedredin, Superior of the convent <rf 
Dervifes of Cogni, in Natolia. 

I Write to thee, who art venerable by thy age, and 
fo many long voyages, which thou haft made* 
Thou who hftft been fo many times on pilgrimage to 

Arabia, 
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Andna, Xartaiy, Perfia, and the Indies, always bare* 
foot, and begging out of pure devotion to the Saint 
of Saints, our great Prophet Mahomet. 

laddrei&tbis letter to thee: Thee, who foeareft 
die fears of 25 great wounds: Thee, who haft 
prayed S9 times in the facred porch, and adored the 
aoly myfteries in the moft retired Aincftuary of 
Mecha, and haft lived more than 70 years of religion 
amongft the Dervifes, where thy merit caufed thee 
K> be clewed Superior of the convent in Natolia. 

Thou knoweft well that I ferve him, who is arbi- 
trator of the dcftinyofthe univerfe,! mean the SuU 
tan. Sovereign of the world. Learn what I heard 
here from the mouth of Chriftians, and pardon me» 
if I have not fuificiently anfwered them ; but do not 
accufe me to have deferved death, for having fecm- 
ingly curfed our holv law,' and him that gave it us ; 
and if I have feemcd to rcjedi his fucceflbrs, Ali, 
Ofman, and Omaf, it was expedient that I ftiould 
commit' fome evil, not to lofe the opportunity of 
doing much good* 

Thou knoweft well I am deftined to ferve ; and 
that being abfolved from all the perjuries I fliall 
commit, I may tranfgrefs the law by being permitted 
to lye: That fuffices. Read my letter, and learn 
how far their malice does extend, who are enemies 
to our religion. 

Tc^ inftrud thee better in what has happened to 
me, I muft.tell thee. That amongft thefe Infidels^ 
there is an order of Religious much in vogue, called 
The Company of Jefus : Wherein there is an infinite. 
company of men, fome more able than others in alji 
forts of fciences, facred and prophane; and, accord- 
ing to appearance, ought to be very recommendable 
for the holinefs of their manners. 

Thcfe Religious, who are ordinarily called Je-^ 
fuits, have the education of the youth almoft in al) 
the cities of Europe, as well as in the Indies; and 
many excellent wits are brought up in the femina^ 
rics they haveeftablifl^ed. When they preach, the 
pQOI>lc ceowd^ to theij: fermons. They are the Coni^ 

feffor« 
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feflbrs of almoft all the Princes and Monarchs of 
Chriftendom» who difcovcr to them their weak- 
pefles, their fins, and the vices whereunto they are 
inclined ; and receive from them upon their kneesj 
like flaves, fuch penance as they think fit to impofe 
on them. 

A man may fay of them, That being difpenfers 
of penances, they are alfo the mafters bfrecom- 
pences. They are habited in a long veft of black 
WooJ, which aefcends to their heels. They go not 
barefoot, but their veftments are fimple. They 
obferve great modcfty in all their aftions; they 
march with gravity, never go alone, and fuffer not 
their beards to grow. They apply themfelves to 
ed^ the good, and to correal the bad. 
- The founder of this order was a foldier, called 
Ignatius. The Spaniards will have him to have 
been of their nation : and the French affirm,* that 
he is of that part of Navarre, which is fubjeS to the 
crown of France. If thou would'ft have me to^ 
fpeak the truth, I think this founder was a good 
man, feeing all his difciples are men of good exam-' 
pl^, of great modefty in their aftions, and very dif- 
creet in all their undertakings. 

This Ignatius began to' ftudy the grammar in his 
<?7th year, which would make one believe, he took 
iefs pains to become a faint than a fcholar. His 
enemies call his difciples. The Politicians of the 
Church ; and I, on the contrary, call them The 
Camels of Efau: becaufe in bearing the burthen of 
the affairs of their religion, they are loaded more 
than others, and forced to couch under their bur- 
thens. There is one thing fcems ftrange in them^ 
to wit. That they fbould name themfelves. The 
Religious of the Society of Jefus; as if they had a 
dedgn to diftinguifh themfelves from other Chrift- 
ians, and that this title, which is particular to them, 
ought not only to agree to all the other Religious^ 
fcut to all the follower^ of the Naza rite. 
.' : If they follow the precepts of their Father Igna- 
tius, thou muft needs approve their way of living* 
6 He 
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Be has taught no other way than that of obedience 
to thole that profefs his order. He ordains. That 
thofe who enter into this Society, do abandon them* 
fclves tp the difcretion of their fuperiors : And they 
affirm. That if the Pope commands them to pafs the 
fea in a veflel without oars, without fails, and with- 
out a rudder, they would obey, and muft pafs. And" 
fome having reproached them that there was folly 
iflfuch blind obedience; they anfwer. That wis- 
dom ought Xo be obferved in the commandments, 
and that it ought not to be fearched in obedience. 
Make reflexions upon this fentence, which is con- 
formable to our laws. 

To inform thee of the power and greatnefs of this 
order, it fuffices to tell thee. That during fixteen 
years that this foldier governed it, he faw an hun- 
dred colleges in Italy, in Germany, in France, and 
in Spain 5 and that in Rome, which was founded by 
Borgia, hath been, as may be faid, the parent of alL 
the reft. Judge hereby the number of their houfes 
and difciples. ' 

Having one dav met with one of the Society who 
underftood the Oriental languages ; and who con- 
verfing with me, did not believe he difcourfed with 
a Mumilman ; I beard him vomit injuries, and fear^ 
ful imprecations againft Mahomet, againft his law, 
and againft all true believers. I have fo much hor- 
ror to write to thee all he faid, that I will tell thee 
but feme few of them ; and the rather to divert thee 
by the knowledge of the errors of our enemies ; and 
alfo that thou mayeft not be affli<3ed at fonae things 
Dot very reafonable, which are obferved in many 
of the precepts of the law, which we follow. Let 
this be laid, as if I had not fpoken it, feeing I pour 
frankly the fecrets of my heart into thy bofom j no 
ways doubting, but thou knoweft to be filent iii 
what may caufe my death. This Jefuit maintains, - 
That the MufTulmans are not wife in following th« 
precepts of a drunkard, who forbad drinking of 
winei and committed excefles himfelf, when he 
thought he was unobferved. He maintains further, 
yoL. I. C That 
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it IS foolifli to give credit to fuch a fellow, wha 
«iiiakes a paradife to confift of beautiful women, 
where one may abandon himfelf to all forts of plea- 
fiire and debauchery ; and that he 'hath not fore feen 
a hell, where he, and all his followers, oueht to 
fuffer the pains due to their crimes. He adds fur- 
ther. That one muft be very foolifh to adore a hlaf" 
phemer, who hath commanded his law dfhould be 
maintained by the fword, when it could not be fup- 
porfed by reafon. 

The Father did not leave off fo ; he faid. That 
feeing the Alcoran is filled with dreams, with befti- 
alities, with blafphemies and impurities, the Mufti's, 
and doftors and interpreters of the law, muft be in 
a great blindnefs, not to condemn a poffeffed, an 
enchanter, who gives for the precepts of his religion 
the committing of violence, robberies, and all that 
may fatisfy the moft irregular appetites. What 
extravagancy^ urged he, to adore the hell of fo vile 
a flave as Mahomet, and to believe, upon his report, 
that Jacob's father was his porter, to deify his 
camel, and to place it in heaven ? He adds further, 
that there is nothing fo abfurd as to command the 
Turks to wafli their bodies, when their fouls are 
defiled with filth j to give them at the feme time 
charity by precept, and to command them robberies 
by devotion. It feems alfo to him foolifli, to believe 
that Mahomet is the only true Prophet ; the only 
agreeable perfon to God ; and to fwear after- 
wards by 124000 Prophets. He ftill entertains me 
with this fort of difcourfe. 

But all this (O great Dervife) is nothing ; be 
vomits yet this damnable he refy. That the wickedeft 
wretches, and the moft deteftable that ever lived, 
were Judas, Mahomet and Luther ; that thefe two 
laft, as moft impious, are the more tormented in hell. 
Judas, he faid, fuffered lefs pains, becaufc, if he 
betrayed his Lord, he was one of the inftruracntsof 
the redemption of all mankind ; whereas the others, 
' in damning themfelves, damned alfo an infinite num- 
ber of other people. This Jefuit would have con- 
tinued 
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dnued his blafphemies, if Cardinal Richlieu, in 
whofe anti chamber we were, had not come out of 
kis clofet to go to the King. 

I had been lUent all this while, becaufe he gave 
me not a moment's liberty to fpeak. At length he 
a&ed me at parting. If I was npt of his fentiments I 
And I anfwered precifely thus ; My Father, If thou 
art a good man, I approve what thou fayeift, becaufe 
thou fpy keft out of true zeal ; but, if thou beeft a 
hypocrite, I difapprove all ; becaufe thou flialt be 
damned with Mahomet and all the MuiTulmans. 

The Tefuit fmiled, not comprehending the venom 
which Jay hid in my anfwer. But doft thou not 
believe, thou, who art a Dervis, the moft^ illumina* 
ted. That a man, of what religion foever he be^ 
provided he be a good man, may be happy after his 
death ? Xell me, I pray thee, thy opinion herein ; 
it is a point very impor^nt to be decided. 

As for me, I begin really to think. That there 
may be Saints among the Chriftians, as there are 
amongft us. I have feen and underftand many 
things that denote true piety in fome of them ; and 
we muft acknowledge, that the precepts of their lavir 
have fomewhat of juft j and if they be well obferved, 
they feem no lefs holy to me than ourown. They 
have one article that puzzles me ; they affirm. 
There is but one truth, fo that we are loft, if we 
are not Chriftians, or they are damned, if they are 
not Mahometans. 

And this is what I had to fay to thee in this mat- 
ter ; but I (ball not end tftis difcourfe without fome 
violent fcruples of confcience. Pray the great God 
with me. That he will illuminate my undeiftanding 
with inward lights, until the man promifed by our 
holy Prophet, the man, I fay, who ought to be 
born of his race, be defcended upon the earth ; who 
is to fee all kings humbled in his prefence, and tp 
unite with Jefus the two religions, that they may 
make but one. 

In the mean time, ^ct us live as honeft men, who 

have fin in horror^ like the plague, which poifons 

C 2 the 
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the foul ; and-apply ourfelves, as much as in us lies- 
to what is ttuly good ; and, above all things, let ui 
carefully obferve this precept, writ in the book oi 
their law, but is not always imprinted in then 
hearts. Never do to others, no not to thy enemies^ 
that which thou wouldft not have done to thyfelfi 
,A Duke of Guife gave an example of this to all 
France ; and it is what thou oughteil to preach in 
the vaft empire of the Muffulmans. This Prince 
furprized a villain that would have affaifirwted him» 
who confeffed that the inteieft of his religion (which 
was that of Calvin) had obliged him to form a defign 
to take him away, to deliver himfelf, and thofe of 
his party, from fo great an enemy. The Duke^ 
inftead of caufing him to fufter the pams due to fo 
black an enterprize, pardoned him, contenting him;* 
fclf to tell him, * Friend, If thy religion obliged 
« thee to kill me, without hearing me ; my religioii 

* obliges me to give thee thy life and liberty now I 

* have heard thee'. Go thy ways and amend thy- 

* felf/ This Prince was then General of Charles 

IX'sarmy. ^ ^. . ' n j /. . 

Sage Bedredm, our Mahomet, never Ihewed fuch 
generous fentiments, when he prefcribcd in his law 
this precept againft Chriftians, that had never 
offended him, ' When you encounter the Infidels 

* kill them, and cut off their heads, imprifon them, 

* and keep them in chains, until they have paid 

* their ranfoms, or till you find it requifite to {et 

* them at liberty. Perfecute them until they have 
« all fubmitted, or are entVely overthrown/ 

Obferve in this letter what may be of ufe to thee. 
Pardon by friendfhip, the frank manner of writing, 
and remember Mahomet in thy prayers, who per- 
forates a Chriftian, and is in his heart a moft faith- 
ful Muffulman. If it be in thy ^ower to fuccour 
ir.e, never do me any injury. God protect and 
govern thy great age to the laft moment* 

Paris, 48th of the ad Moofl^ 
of the Year 1638. 
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LETTER XIL 

I To Chirargi Muhammet, BafTa. 

THE Queen is with child^ when leaft expedecf, 
-which occafions much Joy at Court, efpecially 
to the Kltng; who after fo many years of marriage 
wiJ] become a father. 

Thou who baM: applied thyfelf fo long to the 
ftudies of aftrology, in the fchools of Egypt, yet 
j makeft profeflion of this divine art, which difcovers 
I Sbce things the moft hidden to thee; who readeft fo 
learnedly in the book of heaven, whatever the ftars' 
have traced there ; vdio haft found the moment of 
their rifing and difappearing, with the intervals 
betwixt thefe two times, and the ca^ife which ren- 
der their motion quicker or flower; thou who 
penetrateft into the moft hidden fecrcts of men, and 
knoweft the feafons of famine, of ftipwrecks, of 
vifkories, and lofs of battle : Divine in God's namey 
great interpreter of the fecrets of nature, wifer than 
Albumazar and Ptolemy, what will become of this 
impregnation ; and whether it be true, that this 
child, that is to be born, has been more than 27a 
moons in forming. 

If thou believcft what I writ laft to thee to be im- 
poflible, fay nothing of it ; it would be no credit to 
me to pafs for the author of a novel, that has no 
grounds of truth. 

The city of Paris is in an inconceivable joy ; and 
this joy is fpread all over France. Thou mayeft 
perceive by that, the paffion of this people to fee 
their King a father. It is true, they have much to 
hope by it ; but it is as certain, they have yet much 
to apprehend, feeing all their hopes vani(b in an- 
inftant. 

Nature ufes all her power when flie forms a man, 

the moft perfect of all creatures. But there needs- 

I but a flight fall to deftroy this workmanfhip before 

it is iiniihed, as well as after. 
I C 3 I have 
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I have heard a great many people queftion tnuch 
the fex and life of that which will be horn. 

All the converfation at the court of Paris, and in 
all the kingdom, is no more of wars, of leagues, of 
peace or naval preparations ; they all fowl upon the 
bringing to bed of women. 

There will be other reafoning in fome fmall time 
in Chriftendom, and even amongft us, if the Queen 
do not mifcarry ; France being no lefs confiderable 
amongft other kingdoms, than the Bourbons are 
amongft men, Henrys IV. who introduced the 
crown into this branch of the family, was a Prince 
very brave ; and if we live long enough to fee his 
grandchildren, we ftiall fee, whether they wiH have 
as much courage as the chief of their family. 

As for thee, thou wilt have wherewith to divert 
thee, and exercife thy talents, if this Queen be 
brought to bed happily of a Prince. I fball in the 
mean time be very exa<9: to mark, not only the day* 
and hoars, but the leaft minutes ; to the end thou 
mayeft know, by the fituation of the planets, which 
ordinarily regulate the inclinations of men, in what 
manner a Prince fo long expefted, will regulate his- 
affairs, and confequently thofe of others. 

It is a great while fince we have had any com- 
merce here with the fun, there being forty-nine days 
fince this beauteous planet appeared to us ; and the 
cold is fo violent, that it has changed (as I may fay) 
the waters of the Siene, a large river, into cryftal* 
Do not look upon thefe eiFedls as extraordinary ; it 
happens here frequent enough ; for, when the days^ 
are fhorteft, the cold is moft intenfe. Thou know- 
eft, that this climate is very inconftant. I have 
often feen, in a little fpace*of time, rain, bail, fnow> 
and terrible winds ; and prefently after, the air 
becoming fair and ferene. This inconftancy of the 
climate has its advantages : for, if the fair weather 
do not laft long, the foul is alfo of lefs duration. 

Fail not, upon the receipt of my letter, to commu* 
nlcate the news I fend thee, to the Grand Vizir^ 
ivithout telling him the refle^Uons which I makev 

They 
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Thejrarc of no ufe to fuch great Minifters; parti-> 
eularly by uSj^ Who are rn Gomparifon of them, but 
vile flaves, always fiibje6t to the fenterices they pro* 
nounce of ua. 

Love me, and confult the ftars to know wliether 
thou wilt be always faithful to me ; and, if it be by 
force or inclinationr 

As for myfelf, I aflare thee, that following the 
inclination of my heart, I will conferve thee that 
fidelity which I owe by obligation. 

Paris, a8th of the ad Mooir, 
of the Year 1638^; 



LETTER XIIL 
To Carcoa at Vienna. 

THE Kaimacham commands me forthwith to* 
fend the pifture of the King of France, the 
eldeft fon of the Prince of Conde, and of the Carcfi- 
nal Richlieu, I caufed them fuddenly to Be copied 
from the originals, by an Italian Paiater, who pafles- 
for one of the beft of thefe times. 

Thefe three heads are the principal of France, if 
not of all Kurope : The firflr, by reafon of a great 
ar>d potent kingdom, which Is this day more Rou- 
rrihing-tban all others: The fecond, by reafon of 
his nobiliry or royal blood, and by his extraordinary 
courage: And the third, by a v/ife conduct i:i a 
Miniftry full of difficulties ; being, as it were, the 
abfolute mafter of difgraces and recompences. 

As foon as thefe pi£lures are delivered to thee, 
whole and well conditioned, pay the exprefs I dlC- 
patched to thee, the fum contained in the bills, which 
l?e will prefent to thee from me. That done, fend 
the packet to Conftantinople, without lofs of time> 
and aJdrefs It to the Kaimacham. 
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I befeech thee order the bufinefs of my penfion foj 
that I fhall not need to defire the payment of it. 
Send me prefently vrhat is ordered me for my fub- 
fiftence. Nothing in the world appears fo terrible 
to me, as to be obliged to afk. 

I have only monies for fix days, though I flidulrf 
cat nothing but raw herbs and water. Boft coft 
money here ; And every thing .is fold very dear, 
except civilities and obliging terms, which you have 
for nothing, and whereof they are very liberal. I 
muft live, I muft have cloaths, and go to court j far 
all which there muft be bread, cloth or ferges, and 
coach-hire. 

Thou knoweft at prefent my wants, fufFer me not 
to languifh with expedltation. Thou wilt injure the 
Emperor, and not Mahomet, if thou doft not readily 
aiTift his flave. 

The Great God prefervc thy life, if thou doeft not 
forget me ; and give thee grace to be fober, in a 
country where* people do not alvvays drink wine to 
quench their thirft. 

Paris, aSth of the 3d Mood, 
of the Year X63S. 



LETTER XIV. 
To William Vofpel, a Chriftian of Auftria. 

IAra obliged to thee for the confidence thou haft in 
me, in declaring to me thy lofles. Another would 
have rejoiced in hearing of thy two adventures : 
But as 1 do not believe it is a great evil to lofe a 
wife, fo I cannot think it is a confiderable good to 
turn Monk. It is impoffible for me to forbear tell- 
ing thee. That I find thy refolution too fudden to 
approve of it. Thou- art not the caufe of the lofs 
thou haft fuflFered, and yet retireft into a convent to 
do penance, as if thou hadft committed a crime. 

Is 
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Is It neceffary thou torment thy body for the death 
of a wife, if thou haft not murdered her ? If thou 
didft love her, becaufe (he was difcreet, it is not im- 
poffible to find another as prudent. If her beauty- 
charmed thee, there are enough that may pleafe ; but 
if thou wert weary of beinga hu(band, why art thou^ 
ihen of being a widower ? Tell me. What wilt thou, 
do at prefent in the Convent thou art (hut up in ? 
The Carmelites are wife indeed, but know not ail 
things. It is true, they are very devout, but not 
exempted from fin : Finally, they are men, and too 
auftere. Howcanft thou fo fuddenly accuftom thy- 
(elf to that kind of life thou haftchofen, and become- 
at once chafte and fober? As for me, who am na 
Chriftian as thou art, and more reftrained in my plea- 
fures than thou haft hitherto been, I cannot under- 
ftand what I fee in that Order thou art entered into : 
Neither can I figure to myfelf, how a man bare-foot- 
ed, with a (hirt covered with a coarfe habit of wool^ 
who is no mafter of crowns, and who hath no armies^, 
ihould abfolutely command, not only another man» 
but many, who obey blindly what he requires of 
them. 

To live well in thy Order, thou muft faft ; the 
leaft faults are not pardoned ; thou muft receive of- 
fences with thanks.: Finally, the combat is afTurerf 
and conflant, and there is but little certitude of the 
erown which ought to be the reward. Thy greatefl: 
friend is obligedto betray thee, and thou wilt be de- 
prived (as it may be faid) of the elements, to make 
thee dedre the ule of the water, air, earth,.and fire. I 
.cannot perfuade myfelf, that there are (omany things 
required to make a Saint ; for when thou Ipveft God, 
as much as it is in thy power to do, and paiTeft every 
day, as if it were thy laft, I believe thou wilt live 
and die a juft maa. Return me an anfwer, and let 
me know, if what I write to thee_be comformabk tQ 
right reafon -^ or, that I am deceived in my opinion ► 
The friendfhip I have for thee obliges me to write a& 
I do, and to tell thee all I think that regards tbeev 
becaufe, after .thou haft taken thy laft refoJution,. I 
C s would. 
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would rather fee thee fuffer with conftancy all the 
evils ima^nable, than to fee thee change with con- 
fufion. There are many who have abandoned with 
ihame, the places which they entered in triumph ; 
and how many have been pufhed by their defpair to 
commit follies which feemed aftions of piety, whicli. 
they had never undertaken in their right wits. 

We fee in our hiftories, that many great men have- 
caufed themfelves to be circumcifed, thereby to have- 
commerce with the Jews, and be inftrufted in their 
dodtrine, finding their ancient temple magnificent,, 
venerable, holy, and full of majefty. We alfo read,. 
That Pythagoras cloathed himfelf ia white, and 
ftayed feme time ainongft the Solitaries of Mount 
Carmel, to learn the Myfteries of their Religion^ 
His curiofity was the occafion of this great man's 
voyage, as their ignorance had caufed the fame de- 
fign rn others. It is not the defire to be inftruSed j, 
which made thee enter inta the Convent ; the af^ 
fliftion for the lofs thou haft fufFered, made thee- 
take this refolution. Take heed of quitting it by" a 
repentance, which would prove an excefe of folly*. 
The Jews are at prefent vagabonds^ without law^. 
without a kingdom, without altars ; and according 
to the Alcoran, they will be metamorphofed into* 
afies, to carry the fouls of the wicked Mahometans- 
into hell. Who knows what will become of the- 
Carmelites f: They fay, Elias is not dead, but is to« 
return to the earth, to combat thofe men who fhall: 
rife to trouble the world about the eftablifhing a: 
new religion. Stay ftill where thou art, or retu.rni 
prefently from whence thou cameft ; left, after too > 
long a ftay, to come out in form,, thou commit ai 
fault, that Gbd will not eafily pardon; which will 
doubtlef* happen-, if thou perfuade thyfelf, that 
thou canft not find the way to heaven, but out of 
the noife of the world. 

If thou doft not find I advife thee well, do thou^ 
better; but, above all things, govern thy felffo, that 
God may not reproach thee one dayy That a Molda- 
vian gave thee good advice, and thou didft neglefl it. 

The 
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The worft of Turks might give the fame advice 
that I do, as a good Chriitian i and it would be no 
furprizing thing, if thou recciveft better from a 
Mahometan. Thefe Barbarians are fufficiently in- 
ftru£led In Morality to teach others that which they 
do not always praftife themfelves. Virtue and truth 
are refpedled every where. Turn thee from Eaft to 
Weft, from the South to the North, thou wilt fioij 
on all fides impious men who blafpheme againft the 
Deity; but true virtue has that of fingular. That 
Ihe is always refpe<9ed, and even by the moftpro-^ 
fligate. 

Confult once again thy forces and thy courage, 
and take a better refolution, if thou art not yet 
well fixed in thy firft. Titus falutes thee out of 
this world ; and prays heaven to give thee the pl«a- 
fures of the happy, in thy folitude, if thou beeft no. 
hypocrite, and if thou haft not yet repented of thy, 
refolution thou haft taken.. 

Paris, aSth of the 3d Mood^ 
of ihe Year 1638. 



LETTER XV: 

To Ibrahim, who renounced the. Chriftian* 
Religion.. 

THOU haft renounced thy religion, either to> 
fave thy life, or for fome other coniideration,- 
I do not fay this to make thee fcrupulous, but in 
Quality of refident in this kingdom, to ferve here the 
oultan. Emperor of both feas,.and of the two parts 
o*" the earth, diftributer of all crowns ; the gran* 
d ir of whofe majefty, I beg of God, may laft 'till 
t! day of Univerfal Judgment. I advife thee to > 
ti e heed, not to folicit thofe Infidels, whofe re- 
li on thou haft abandoned, to run the fame courfe 
i t thou haft done. 

G6 Thott' 
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Thou haft written to thy brother, that he is be- 
come a beggar, becaufe he renounces his God a 
thoufancl times at play ; and that thou art at prefent 
very rich, for having renounced him but once, and 
by that Ihou exhorteft him to turn Muffulman. 

I thought good to wMte to thee. That fouls are 
not to be gained with a letter and a fcurvy jeflr. 
Think of becoming a good man after thy change of 
religions, and give no occafion to the Marfeillians 
to fay, That thou art infamous, becaufe thou haft 
renounced thy faith, and that we are all damned, 
becaufe we are Mahometans. If thou doft not ap- 
prove the advice I give, I fhall be obliged to ac- 
quaint the Port with what fhall come to my know- 
ledge ; which 1 fliall do with regret, b'ecaufe thou 
ma-yeft fufFer by it. 

The Great God make thee rather wife than for- 
tunate. 

Paris, igth of the 3d Mood, 
of the Year 1638. 



LETTER XVI. 

To Dicheu Huffein, Bafla. 

AS the knowledge which I Chall liave of affairs 
will augment daily, fo I (hall have the more 
matter to write ; and will omit no occafion to re- 
mark what occurs, which I will not fail immediately 
to communicate. Thou who with great applica- 
tion obferveft what pafTeth amongft men, and art 
defirous of knowing the moft fecret tranfadions of 
potentates ; thou mayeft obferve. That there are 
more violent enmities betwixt the Chriftian Princes 
of Europe, than all the other Princes of the world. 
I cannot comprehend whence it is, that thefe In- 
fidels cannot live in peace; and, perhaps, they do 
not comprehend it themfelves. It feems a decree 
of heaven. That man ought to be contrary to 

man. 
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man, and that whilft there are kingdoms there will^ 
be wars and enmities. 

The wars which are carried on at prefent in Al^ 
face, look as if they would kft long. The death, 
of Guftavus Adolphus, King of Sweden, thefecond 
fcourge of the Iniperialifts, who was flain fix year»> 
fince, did not terminate the differences of Germany f 
they are greater than ever 5 and there appears in the 
new Generals of the armies, vafter defigns thaa 
thofe in their predeceffors. Perhaps they will re- 
venge the death of Guftavus, who was killed, not 
as the Chriftians affirm ;; but by one of the forty 
Germans who had bound themfelves by oath never 
to quit their fwords before they had flain him, a« ^ 
the Turkifh hiftorians do write. 

Duke Barnard Weymar, of no lefs valour thaa 
Guftavus, cominands the reft of the Swedifli army, 
with a good number of French troops, and many 
Chriftian Hereticks of Germany* Victory attends 
the arms of this General ; and the Princes which are 
united for defence of the Empire, begin to apprehend 
a Ca|>tain, who obferves lefs the ruksof war, than 
the emotions of his valour, and whom they per* 
ceive feconded by fortune. But he doth not confider. 
That in weakening an Emperor, he doth augment 
the force of a King, who will enjoy the fruits of his 
labours, and fupprefs him in fpite of his bravery 
when he pleafes. In the mean time, I am of opi- 
nion. That it is our intereft, that Weymar be al- 
ways vidlorious. It may be faid of him. That he 
had fold to France all but his glory, having referved 
Aothing for himfelf but hope. 

All that this Duke can conquer from the Ger- 
mans is for the French King* who furniflies him 
with troops, with arms, and with money, befide 
wife advice. Cardinal Rtchlieu, who is an aMe 
Statefman, fails not toperfuade his mafter, that the 
places which Weymar (ball take in the Empire, with 
the army which he commands, are the efFfts of \m 
counfels^ and his Majefty's money. The French be* 
in to preferve their conquefts> and know how t<> 

fend the places which are fubje<a to their power. 

This 
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This Prince makes acquifitions,, which are in 
truth of more importance, than they feem confider* 
able for their greatnefs. He took Rhindfeld almoft 
as foon as he had befieged it. The place was ftrong, 
feated near the Black 1* oreft, where the garrifon was 
furnifhed with abundance of all forts of ammuni- 
tion. 

John de Wert, General of the Imperial army^ 
had relieved it with nine regiments of horfe, and 
5000 foot. He defeated Weymar's horfe, took part 
of his baggage apd artillery. The Duke of Rohan, 
a great Captain, and great Statefman, was hurt, and 
taken fighting; and the city relieved whh men, 
ammunition) and vidliials, which rendered the tak- 
ingof it more glorious. 

They write. That two Imperial Generals^ the 
{aid John de Wert, which had fuccoured Rhindfeld 
Enhenfort, as alfo Duke Savelli, had been taken in 
a combat which preceded the rendition of the places 
befides 30 Cornets, and 19 foot Captains. Thefe 
fpoils were gained by the blood of the Swedes, and 
fent to the French King ; who, after he had caufed 
them to march through all the flreets of this great 
city, commanded them to be hung up in the prin* 
cipal churchy where I faw and confidered them as 
marks of the triumphs of policy. The fiege of 
this place lafled but eighteen days. 

The Duke of Wejrmar, after thisvidory, march*- 
ed into the Marquimte of Durlach, where he took 
theCaftle of Rotelen, defended by the King of: 
Hungary; in which he found great flore of pro- 
vifions, and all forts of ammunitions, which- ferved 
greatly for the refrefhing of his then needy army. 

In the mean time, Duke Savelli efcaped out of 
prifon, and retired to Luzerne in Switzerland. The 
ofEcers that guarded him were accufed of favouring 
bisefcape, which cofl them their heads. 

All I write to thee is^ mofl true, and thou nnyefl. 
caufe my letters to be enregiflered. God grant that 
Brifact together with all Alfatia^ may fall into the 
French bandS) and that the Emperor of Germany 

\>& 
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ie fiibje<9:ed to the law of the Ofmans. Thou fteft 
the time come, wherein the French make conquefta 
without being prefent at them. The King of this 
nation appears not only happy, but i* fo in reahty ; 
all things fucceeding that he undertakes. His 
Qucen^isbefng, with child, and the Gardinal's policy, 
puzzles the Spaniards, and Empire, and Italy itfeff; 
What will happen, none knows but God and. 
Mahomet.. 'Tis our duty to humble ourfelves, and 
fay what we fee^ and not be fo r^lk as to penetrate 
into the future. 

Do what thou canft by thy rntrijgues, to-augment 
the German loilfes^ for the reafons thou knoweft ;: 
and particularly to facilitate the Sultan's conqueft in 
Hungary- Amft, in the mean time, the poor and' 
faithful Amurath, not with the fword that cuts 
every thing, but by good counfel, by which we or* 
dinarily perceive the re-union, of what the fword. 
hath feparated : And I will pray the moft High, that 
all the Infidels bow ihe knee before Mahomet, and! 
that al! that breathe, may enjoy their lives,, but b^; 
an efFed of his clemency.. 

Paris, 4th of the loth Mood, 
of the Ye^r 1638. 



LETTER XVII. 
To Achmec Beig, 

IRecewc none of thy letters ; I receive none from- 
the Divans ; and 1 have iwne from any of my 
friends. Italy, whtre there are fo many people pro- 
per for war, that Province which hath commanded 
the world, is at this time troubled by the arms of 
France. The Pope and Venetians, who appear to 
have the principal in tereft there, make no advance to 
divert the ftorm that threatens themt. Piedmont, 
which belongs to the Duke of Savoy, begins to feel 
the incommodities that war draws always with it. 
That ftate is in the niidft of the Spaniards who at- 
tack it, and the French ruin it in defending it. 

Thefc 
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Tbefe laft cannot abandon the intereft of the 
jboufe of Savoy, the Duchefs being their King's 
Sihcry and her children his nephews. The French 
are already ftrong on, that fide, having a great gar- 
jifon in Pignerol, a place very confiderable, v^^hich. 
they call one of the gates of Italy, whereof they^ 
have been mailers fince the year 1631 ; and their 

fower will much increafe by the acceflion of the 
ort of Breme^ which may be termed a rampart^ 
coverine Cazal and Vercelle, and which alfo defends 
both Montferrat and Piedmont. The Marquis of 
Leganez, Governor of Milan, having rendered 
himfelf mafter of the field» had laid iiege to 
Breme ; and Marihal Crequi, having, in the name of 
the King his father, undertaken the defence of the 
young Duke of Savoy, oppofed the defign of the Spa- 
niards. 'Tis believed the war will be cruel in this 
quarter, thefe being very ftrong,. and the other very 
expert. 

Thou (halt know^the event. In the mean time, 
all the affairs of the French do not appear fo fortu^ 
nate in Italy ; and, at this hour that I write to thee^ 
the Court laments the lofs of the General that com- 
manded their armies in that countrjr. 

There is certain news of the death of Marfhal 
Crequi,. who was (hot with a cannon-bullet through 
the body, as he was going to view the Spaniards 
works before Breme. This lofe was by fo much the 
more fenfible to the French, in tha^ they faw their 
enemies make fuch great rejoicings at it. 

Ail men conclude, this Crequi was both a good 
fold ier, and a good captain; a wife man, and ofex- 
cellent conduS, He had acquired great reputation 
for the King his mafter in Italy. He flew Dob Philipj* 
Baftard of Savoy, who challenged him in the fignt 
of two armies. He feveral times defeated his Sove-- 
reign's enemies in Montferrat, and in Piedmont, and 
beat back the Duke of Feria to the gates of Milan* 

There remains no more of this great man, wbD 
did fo many brave things^ but the bare remembrance 
of tbem» 

Scarce 
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Scarce any thing af his body, fave his entrails, 
was left for his foldiers to celebrate his obfequies 
with. His foul is before the throne of God 5 his 
friends honour his memory with their elogies ; his 
kindred mourn for him ; his Sovereign praifes him, 
and his foldiers crown his tomb with herbs and 
flowers. 

The Italians fay highly upon this occafion. That 
Italy has been fatal to the French, and that it will 
be fo always. They affirm, that the Duke of Savoy 
will lofc his eftate, if defeated by his enemies, whicli 
he will likewife do by the victory of his friends. 
But thefe are the conjectures and ordinary reafon- 
ings of men, which I write ta thee, to the end thou 
mayeft not only know what is done, but alfo the 
'difcourfes which are entertained upon the events 
that happen. We (hall ftiortly have news of the 
fiege of Breme ; in the mean time, it imports the 
French much to conferva the opinion had of their 
valour and goodnefs. 

The bufinefs in hand is to defend a great and il- 
luftrious houfe, which moreover pretends to the fo- 
vereignty of the kingdom of Cyprus, troubled by the 
ambition of kindred, and the politicks of the Spa- 
niards. Thefe engagements import much to Princes^ 
who have as many maxims as differing interefts ; 
but we have nothing to do with the differences of 
others. 

May it pleafe God, that our affairs be always at- 
tended with an equality of good luck, for the ruin 
of thefe Infidels. Be thou conftant in the friend- 
{hip thou promifedffme, and always faithful to thy 
friend, who recommends himfelf to thee, as the laviT 
obliges thee to be to thy Sovereign. 

Paris, aoth of the 4ih Mood> 
of the Year 1638. 
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LETTER XVIII. 
To Berber Muftipha,. Aga.. 

I This day entertained a man which came fromp 
Italy, and hath ferved in the French troops. H^ 
jives this account of the death of Marflial Crcqui. 

The i-th of this moony this General having, ap- 
proached the lines of the Spaniards to view their 
works, and to fight them, in cafe he judged it ex- 
pedient, a cannon-bullet feparated his body in two^ 
and the buHet being taken up, they were furprifed 
to fee acrofs graved upon it, about which were alfa 
ei^graved letters^ which made thefc two words, to 
Crequk This bullet, the crofs and the letters,, 
caufed no Icfs aftonifliment, than the death of this. 
Captain did ibrrow s and every man fpoke his fenti-* 
ments of it* 

Many treat the Spaniards as Magrcfans and Sor- 
eerers* Thofe-who are perfuaded of the power of 
Necromancy^ affirm,, that the Devil can carry a bul- 
let to the place whither it is defigned : Others are. 
of a contrary fentiraent, and believe, there is na 
power without the commandment of the great God- 
There are others, who believe neither charms, nor 
charadlerSj nor magic ; who, defpifing all thefe fu- 
perditions, attribute all to Defliny ; and I believe the. 
fame. Ahmet Celebi explains this perFcitly well in 
bis journal, which begins in the 1026th year of out 
Hegira; when he affirms. That all things which. 
pafs here below are efFefted by the orders of Heaven. 

* We cnnnot doubt, fays he, but the events which. 
^ we fee, are the effefts of the will of God ; yet ye, 

* muft believe, he fufFers all things to happen by 

* Second Cauies : 

Had not Sultan Ofman irritated the Janizaries and 
Spahi's, by throwing them into the river alive, when 
he ran difguifed through the ftreets of Conftanti- 
nonle, and found them drinking wine in taverns; 
ana had he not publiihed his defign of reforming his 

militia. 
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militra, and tranfporting the Imperial feat elfewhcre, 
he had not perhaps been murdered with fo much 
ignominy. 

God fcnt him a terrible dream before his death. He 
thought he fa w our Great Prophet fnatching the Al- 
coran, which he was then reading, out of his handv 
and taking from him by force his coat of arms, and 
ftriking him down with fuch a great box on the ear, 
that he could not get up again. Thou knoweft he 
confulted the aftroTogers, and interpreters of dreams 
thereupon. I will not report what he, who was his 
preceptor, faid, for it was plain flattery ; but we faw^ 
what was foretold by the aftrologers came punctu- 
ally to pafs. Thefe had foretold. That the Emperor 
fhould never fee the feaft of Ramezan ; becaufe the 
iiar which prefided at his birth, was much obfcuretf 
in its conjuncSion with the planet that was then pre»- 
dominant ; which made them affirm, he would die 
in a very little time. The ignominy wherewith his- 
death was accompanied, was an effeft of deftiny; 
for never any of the Ofinans fufiered fo much &ame* 
He had feveral times feen the fatal cord about his. 
neck without dying. A foldier, in charity, lent 
him his handkerchief to cover his head, which was 
without a turbant. 

He faid, all in tears, to his murderers^ ' Ye faw 

* this morning your Emperor upon the throne, and 

* this evening you are forth rowing him into a dung- 

* cart, defigned to carry dirt into the fea:. You can- 

* not live always, and God will require a reafon for 

* this cruelty.' Thou knoweft his refifting of thofn 
that ftrangled him, caufed him tofufFer much pain* 
They took hold of him by the fecret parts ; and one 
of his ears was cut ofl\» and carried to the^ Valide^ 
who cxpeftcd the news of his death. The will of 
God appears in this adventure ; as alfo, the power of 
'^econd Caufes. Thou mayeft fee all this in th« 

ournal of Ahmet. Had not Marflial. Crequi been 
I the war5, he had not perhaps ended his days by a 
lolent death ; and had he not been fo rafh as to ap- 
proach too near to the enemies works,, the fatal buU 
^t bad not touched him. 

We 
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We fee hereby an cffeft of God's will accorapanierf 
with our confent ; becaufe we fearch by our own 
choice that which we might avoid. 

In the mean tinnrc accufe me not of ignorance or 
fuperftition, if I have been long in entertainine thee 
upon a matter in a£tion betwixt Man and theDeviK 
Thou knoweft that, by magic art, we number the 
twelve fpirits or angels, which prefide over each of 
the Signs of the Zocnack, which governs the nations^^ 
people, and cities committed to their care. In like 
manner, in the fecret Caballa of the Jews, by the 
twelve anagrams of the great name to God, and ac- 
cording to the colour of the ftone where thefe ana- 
grams were engraved, they judged the future ; per- 
forming thereby things very aftonifliing. They have* 
fubjc6led our bodies to thefe twelve Signs, and divi- 
ded them into twelve principal members* But how 
many furprizing things are done with the number 
Seven, to which they have applied the feven planets ^ 
by means whereof they difcover the fecret of the 
good or evil fortune of men ? Add to this, the invo-^ 
cation of fpirits, and the power of figures, of words, 
of herbs, of writings,, of holy cbaraiElers, and fa 
many other enchantments, wherewith they confuU 
the Black Angels ; and thou wilt find that men do> ' 
many wonders by this art, which they cannot do 
without fupernatural affiftance. 

The little bits of paper, cut triangular wife, which 
Tockta Cham, the King of Perfia'45 General, (iaufed 
to be thrown in the night round about the Imperial 
tent of the Great Vizir Afis, (in each of whiclv 
there was a certain word writ) wrought more confi- 
derable efFe£ls, than the Spaniard's inchanted bullet, 
which killed. Marflial Crequi. The Ottoman army 
revolted the day following, as if poflTefled with furies. 
The moft feditious took and bound the Vizir, and 
made him raife the fiege of Babylon ; And the King 
of Perfia, who had already difmilFed Muftapha Aga,, 
©ur Envoy, with the treaty, whereby hefurrendered 
this place, being advertifed of the precipitate retreat 
ef our army, caufed Muflapha to be called back, 

tearing: 
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tearing the treaty he had given him ; and in his pre-» 
fence bad him tell his General, He could not do f& 
ihameful an a£Hon, as to furrender (o important a 
place to an army that was running away. 

Haft thou £ver heard of any thing fo ftrange? 
Read this Ahmet Celebi's book, and thou wilt fee. 
that all thefe prodigies arrived in one day. The 
hiftorian makes no judgment upon this adventure, 
he only reports it ; neither do I believe it was aa 
efi^A of the enchantments of thefe bits of paper, 
and the chara£ters contained in them ; becaufe it is 
certain our army was greatly prefTed with hunger- 
JBut in effeStj when Muftapha, all in tears, re- 
proached the Vizir, That if he had gained but two 
davs tikne, he had made a peace equal to a vi£toty ; 
A«s anfwered hifti. How couldft thou with thy tears 
retain an army poiTefled with all the devils or hell, 
and refolved to be gone ? 

if thou iinifh the reading of fo long a letter, ac- 
cufe thy patience, and reproach not me with tedx- 
oufhefs, for having writ many things to thee worthy 
of being known. After the death of the French 
General, Breme was prefently delivered to the Spa- 
niards by the cowardlinefs'of the Governor, who in- 
curred in time a rigorous deftiny for it ; having his 
head cut off at Cazal, where they had imprifoned 
Wm. 

The Great God prefervc thee and thine for ever; 
and protect thee againft the ill-will of thofe that do 
not Jove thee. 

Paris, Aoth of the 4th Mooo* 
of the Yean 63 8. 



LETTER XIX. 
To Murat Baffa. 

THE Duchefs Dowager of Savoy finds herfelf 
extremely preflcd by the continual incurfions 
which the Spaniards made into Piedmont: they 

having 



45 LETTERS WRIT BY 

having befieged Vercelle, a place which covers the 

country on the fide of Milan. 

She herfelf appears on horfeback with great cou- 
rage, being rcfolved to recover what is loft, as well 
as to defend the reft, which is in fome danger ; 
having joined her beft troops, with great diligence, 
to thofe of FraxKe. 

A Cardinal, which they call the Cardinal la V^- 
lette, commands, in the place of Marlhat CrequT, 
thofe troops of France, which confift of 12,000 foot, 
and 4000 horfe. 

Thou doft not k«ow, perhaps, what thcfe Cardi- 
nals are : They be the principal Priefts of the Roman 
church. Their profeflion is not to command armies, 
though that fometimes happens, either tbrough 
want of fage Captains, which thefe infidel Kings 
inay fometimes ftand in need of j or for other fecret 
reafons, which are not always eafy to penetrate, 
sind muft be of great importance, France not want- 
ing fit Seculars : A Roman Mufti, called Innocent 
IV. gave the purple habit to thefe priefts, and obliged 
them to wear red hats, caps and bonnets, that this 
colour might always jput them in mind, they ought 
toflied their blood for the fer vice of their church 
and religion. 

I have been told, that formerly thefe were but 25, 
and now their number is faid to be 72;. which is 
that of the difciples of the Chiiftiari MeiTiah ; but 
they are feldom compleat. I was defirous of being 
precifely informed what the dignity of a Cardinal 
is 5 and an old phyfician, that feems to be an honeft 
man,^ inftru6ls me in all things that regard the reli- 
gion and politicks of the Chriftians : He is fuch an 
enemy to,the Circumcifion, that he gives often the 
uncleanneft of all meats to his patients, fuch as we 
think unwholefome,; and cannot be eaten without 
fin. 

Thou that art a Statefman, and obliged to aflift at 
Council, and in the Divan, ought to know more 
things than qthers, and thofe more perfedlly. 

I will 
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I win Inform myfelf with care of the life, adions 
and genius of this Cardinal la VaJctte, to know^ 
whether the King his mafter lias any other reafoA 
than that of his valour and experience in war, to 
make ufe of a Prieft in his annies to fhed blood and 
juin people ; for I never heard the Muffulmans did 
ever make ufe of a Cheick to command the armies 
of the Empire : Befides, they are without experience, 
fearful and fuperftitious. 

The Spaniards are more powerful in infantry and 
cavalry, having 18,000 foot, and 5000 horfe, where- 
by they pretend to render themfelves matters of 
Piedmont, and drive the French wholly out of Italy. 
The Marquis of Leganez, Governor of Milan, af- 
firms. That his King will not fufier the children of 
the late Duke of Savoy to be under the protedioa 
of ftrangers. He fays. That Pignerol, and other 
places in the power of the French, were ufurpedl 
upon the Houfe of Savoy, and muft be reftored. 
They affirm, That the Houfe of Auftria will hinder 
the widow, her children and fubjeds, from being, 
opprefled. 

behold here an example of the Angular piety of 
the Spaniards, in favour of a widow» and her chil- 
dren ; and on the other fide, admire the kindnefs of 
the French, who fight againft thefe fame Spaniards, 
for the conservation of that which concerns neither 
of them. It would be difficult to difcover thefe 
Xecret myfteries. Every Prince puts a value upon 
his reafons, as he does upon his monies. 

The Duchefs of Savoy came accompanied with a 
^reat number of ladies, and the gr eateu of her court. 
She was on horfeback, at the head of. all the com- 
pany, both horfe and foot, and harangued the army 
amidft the batraiions. 

She conjured not only the Captains, but even the ' 
Corporals^,, and private Soldiers, not to abandon her 
defence. She inewed all the fentiments of grief 
that a perfon of courage could have, in feeing her- 
felf expofed to lofe her eftate ; or to fee her children, 
in a manner^ captives ; and upon this occailon/ fixe 

failed 
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failed not to mingle torrents of tears with the 
moft charming expreilions, which is ordinarily the 
ftrongeft eloquence of women. 

The army being fenfible of the Duchefs's misfor- 
tune, which {he had reprefented with all poffible 
earneftnefs, the Cardinal Valette caufed it to dif-i. 
camp to relieve Vercelle. He forced the Spaniards 
lines, and put two thoufand men into the place. 
The befieged fortified with fuch fuccours, made a 
great fally, and much Infidel blood was (hed on 
both fides. But all that the Cardinal coUd do with 
his care, and the Duchefs with her tears, could not 
hinder Vercelle from falling into the hands of the 
Soaniards. 'Tis faid, that the commander of this 
place, and his garrifon, defended themfelves to the 
kfl: extremity ; and having no more powder or lead, 
they fought at pufli of pike, with ftones ; and final- 
ly, when all was gone, with their fifts. 

But this is not believed here, it being alledged, 
that the Governor, or the General, did not do their 
duty. The Cardinal, fay they, failed in his duty 
alfo ; for knowing they wanted ammunition, yet 
he did not fend it, though he found means to put 
into the place fuch a great number of men. But 
the Governor is blamed yet more, that he did not 
difcbver this his neceffity to the General. 

I. tell thee alJ thefe particulars, to inform thee of 
the manner how the French make war ; many of 
tbofe ovcrfights would cofl us our lives. 

There marched out of Vercelle 4000 men bear- 
ing arms. Thence thou .may eft judge, that our 
Generals arc not cruel when they caufe the heads of 
commanders to be taken off that behave themfelves 
fo ill. 

The Princefs of Mantua, wbo has loft her huf» 
band, would, they fay, marry a Prince of the Houfe 
of Aiiftria, called the Cardinal Jnfant, which is an 
efkA of the policy of the Spaniards to have a better 

fretcncc to attack Montferrat, and drive out the 
rench, who entered there by confent of the Duke 
of Mantua, who was jSoveseign thereof. 

. The 



r 
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The valiant Duke of Rohan is at length dead, in 
a caftle near Berne. I think I writ he was hurt and 
taken prifoner in the battle fought by the Swedes 
againft the Germans. He was in the'68th year of 
his age, and was very confiderable for his erudition^ 
valour, and experience in war. He was bred a foU 
dier from his youth ; was always employed iii mili- 
tary affairs, and had often commanded armies. He 
fupported by his bravery and experience, for a lone 
time, the remains of a feeble and dying party againft 
the power of the King. He was iiluftrious by the 
greatnefs of his boufe; and his religion was that of 
the Calvinifts, called the Reformed. His body was 
embalmed, and afterwards brought to Geneva, with 

§reat oiagnificence and warlike pomp. This city is 
le retreat of fuch as the Church of Rome calls Here- 
ticks, who are all well received here $ which gives 
great occaiion of complaint to the Pope's partizans ; 
now reafonably, I will not prefume to oetermine | 
but there appears to me much more fplendor in the 
ceremonies of thofe of the Catholick Church, and 
they pretend to greater virtue and antiouity. 

Thefe are the tranfa Aions in Italy, wnicn came to 
my knowledge. I will not fail to write what pafled 
in Germany thefe laft Moons, as foon as I have the 
certdnty ot them. 

Pray GOD the diiferences and wars, which are 
amongft the Infidels, may never end ; that Italy 
fliay be humbled even to the ftirrup of the horfe. on 
which rides the Great Emperor of the Ele A of God, 
the faithful MuiTuImans ; aod that all Germany maf 
adore the facrbd porch of Mecca. 

I pray GOD lupport thee always, that thou never 
fail, and fo condud thee, that thou never gbeft 
aftray« 

Piaris, 9oth of the 4tb Mooa, 
of the Year 163^. 
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' LETTER XX. 

To Dgnet Oglou. 

TH E copdition I am in at prefent makes me 
think of thofe long and tedious days we pafled 
together ai; Palermo in flavery. How fruitlefs were 
the tears which the irkfomenefs of our captivity made 
us filed ? Yet nothing befel us, but what is common 
to other men : But thou wert too young to fupport 
it, and I had not experience enough of the world to 
conceive the unhappinefs whereunto fortune had 
reduced me. 

Thou art at prefent at Conftantinople, where 
thou haft all thy heart can defire ; and I at Paris, 
Hvhere I have a thoufand things to take care for. 
Conftantinople and Paris are indeed two of the 
greateft cities in the world; but much differing in 
manner of living, cloaths, language, and religion. 
Thou art at prefent in the midft of pleafures, with 
thy friends, childifen, wife, with the liberty of exer- 
cifing thy religion, which is the true one ; and that, . 
in the Mofques, which our fathers eftablifljed : 
Moreover, thou art elevated indignity. I, on the 
contrary, ^m amongfl Infidels, amongft Idolaters 
«nd Hereticks, obliged to livp with a nation much 
differing from ours in their inclinations: and cuftoni$« 
Finally, I live amongft the devil's peacocks. The 
^xceffive liberty they give themfelves is not fuch as 
is enjoyed with true fatisfa£l:ion of mind ; feeing 
they do a thoufand things which carry repentance 
alonjg with them. 

The philofophy of the Stoicks, which I learned 
during my captivity, gave me to underftand of what 
importance it is for a man Co know himfelf. Thou 
mayeft remember, perhaps, in the beginning of our 
flavery, that thy mafter and mine were no lefs oppo- 
fite in theii; manner of living^ than our geniufes were 

My 
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My enquiry was tfter books and writings ; and 
watching did' not weary me, provided I employed it 
in learning fomewhat. On the contrary, thou oeinz 
always employed with different handiworks, didft 
little think, that heaven had defigned thee to wear a 
fword, and confequently to the employments of 
wan 

How many things did we fufFer in thofe^ days, 
whereat we do now laugh? Thou wert always 
chained, and I in prifon in a den ; thou wert beaten^ 
becaufe thou wouidft not read, and I was banged ta 
pieces, becaufe I would not embroider. 

The reading of Seneca could not induce me to 
pardon my mailer the baftinadoes he gave me. That 
which I endured was greater than the pains which 
thou didft fufFer ; I was perfecuted for the pleafure 
I took in reading ; and they would oblige thee to 
ftudy, whereas thy inclinations were quite different 
from mine. 

This hardibip made me refolve to hide myfelf in 
a cellar, without bread, and without water. I had 
nothing but my Seneca with me; and I was refolved 
to deliver myfelf from my fervitude by death ; fo far 
had this Stoick perfuaded me not to live. ^ Thou 
^ art fo near death (quoth he] and in the mean time 
* art a flave.' Judge the force of my tempts^tion, 
by the authority of this great man. ^ Whilft I was 
thus hid, my mafter fearched for me in vain, in the 
garden, the ftable, the kitchen, and had no lefs pains 
to find me, than I had to hide myfelf from him. But 
at length I chofe the better part, which was to live, 
and to forgive. 

My m^er owes hi3 life to Seneca ; he taught me 
fo well to forget offences, that my defpair changed 
into refpe(5l, 1 had no more piind to die. I felt my 
courage fail, and fear made me pardon my mafter. 
Thou hadft no knowledge of this adventure, becaufe 
I went into the country, and thou wafl ranfomed, 
whilft I was out of JPalermo. I was fo very intent 
upon my ftudies, that my mafter, vanquifhed by my 
obftinacy^ gave me liberty to apply myfelf to them ; 
V 2 being 



52 LETTERS WRIT fiY 

being himfelf aihamed to continue ignorant, whilfl 
I dreamt of nothing but of improving my mind. 

In the courfe of four years and four moons, that 
my captivity lafted, Nero's malter gave me the firft 
tin£lure of morality ; and after that, I went into the 
academies, where I writ the journal of my life. Plu- 
tarch, Livy, and Tacitus made me forget the odious 
name of mafter and Save. 

The examples of fo many great men whofe hiftories 
wc find there j of fo many Emperors, Kings, Cap- 
tains, matters or flaves of their paffions : Some dead 
by the hands of their friends by poifon ; others by 
the fword and furprize ; others perfecuted by their 
fathers or their fons, fometimes oy their wives, and 
often of their native country and flaves, fo often faved 
and defended by themfelves, difpofed me to fufFer 
patiently the ftate whereunto I was reduced, and 
acknowledge. That the honeft man is never a flave, 
wherever he is, when he can find his mafter within 
himfelf I had time then to do a thoufand eood 
things, which I (hould never have done, if I had not 
been in the condition I then found myfelf. 

Confider how much we learn by books, and more 
yet by the difgraces that happen to us. We fee the 
jll as in a perfpedive, and the good in little. Dif- 
graces afflid us when they happen ; and good-for* 
tune when it leaves us. When I was in my houfe, 
I lived not at reft, becaufe I fancied ferving ; and 
now I am in fervice, I am in continual fear of not 
pleafing. How many fouls hath Amuraih fent into 
the other world, to cxpeft the univerfal day of judgj- 
ment! And how many nioic will he fend in this 
fiege of Babylon, whither he goes in perfon, carrying 
terror with him, and forces Tufficient to dcftroy the 
empire of the Perfians ! 

He hath commanded nre to obferve the aSioos of 
the Chriftians with all poffible application and exa6l- 
nefs, to give information of them. He will, in doubt* 
ful affairs, have me to write to him my own judg- 
ment, and not that of others. He will have me not 
to£borten but extend my explications s that nothing 

^ may 
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' nay be left that will admit of a double interpreta- 
tion, and will father have me tedious, than appear 
eloquent by the concifencfs of my relations. He 
orders me to receive the advices of Carcoa, who is 
at Vienna, and to inform Adonai the Jew, who 
refides at Genoa, in what is neccflary, to the end 
diat all that pafles in Germany, Italy, and France, 
may be difpatched to the Minifters of the Divan. 

The Secretary of State, as mafter of all that is 
written, has orders to cnregifter my letters, and 
examine them. He, according to his capriciouf- 
nefe, or ignorance, may render the exadnefs where- 
with I obey, criminal, by-faying, I am a fool, or do 
not write the truth. This regiftering puts me in 
pain : For as many mean things may appear very 
good at firft fight, and are often commended, becauie 
of their novelty ; fo they may appear alfo verydefpi- 
cable when they come to be examined, and may 
deferve a check. 

I tell thee what I have reafon to fear, without tell- 
ing thee thofe things which might raife a belief in 
thee that I have reafon to hope. 

Our Sovereigns are mighty, and they diftinguifii 
themfelves from all the Potentates of the world, by 
the impecuoufnefs wherewith they give their orders: 
Aad there is no empire where puniQiments and 
rewards work fo great efFefts. Thou knoweft the 
reft, which is fuperfiuous to tell thee, and ^ which. 
Princes do not willingly hear. 

£xplain to me better the news I heard of Muflu- 
laddin Aga, of an a(^ion of juftice of old Berber. 
• He writ to me, that a creditor, to whom he owed 
for a fliirt, being dead, he had put the price into the 
deceafcd*s hand, and went his ways. This new way 
of paying debts feems very extraordinary to me. 
There is an author, whether Greek or Latin, I have 
forgot, which tells another adventure, not unlike this, 
of a man, who, not finding his Shoemaker alive, 
Arew the price of the (hoes he had made him into 
his fhop. If thefe aftions be not done for oftenta- 
tion, they Teem virtuous; but if out of vanity, I 
" D 3 cannot 
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cannot believe that our negligence to pay our cpedi- 
tors, wbilft alive, can be cxcufed by the care we take 
to pay them after their death. 

The dead want nothing in the other world ; they 
are living that have need of fupplies in this, and who 
fufFer fometimes very much, when they are not 
pun6^ually paid. The Ancients could never fuffi- 
ciently defcribe the excefs which men committed by 
their pailions, and the Moderns do it as little. They 
are juft fometimes even to fuperftition, and feme- 
times unjuft even to excefs. Sultan Muftapha's 
charity for the poor was very great. He was not 
fatisfied, according to the precepts of Pythagoras, to 
give life to beafts ; his fimplicity went yet farther, 
not precedented by any Prince or Saint j he threw 
pieces of gold to the fiihes, in ponds and rivers, 
alledglng for his reaibn, that the moft fecret alms 
were the moft agreeable to God, and that thefe ani-> 
mals would never tell of it. 

Thou wilt anfwer me when thou haft time and 
convenience. God give thee the fuccour which is 
neceffary for thee ; a-nd let our Great Prophet b«. 
always favourable to thee. 

Paris* aoth of the 4th Moon« 
of Che Year 163$. 



LETTER XXI. 

To the Kaimacham. 

MY laft letters fliew wh^t happened in Italy, on 
the fide of Piedmont, which thou may eft have 
feen at the Divan. 

I have informed the Council what the Infidels 
have done there, where three different nations^which 
have but one religion, fight together : The rrench 
make war upon tne Spaniards, to affift the Savoy- 
ards i and thefe latter would drive the other out of 

Italy, 
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Italy, and reduce Savoy under their power, which 
does what it can to avoid the yoke of both tbefe 
nations. 

It is to be feared that new troubles may arife from 
this war ; which will undoubtedly happen, if it be 
not fuddenly terminated by a peace. I will only 
write to thee what I know, and perhaps what is not 
come to thy knowledge. I will not repeat what I 
have already written ; becaufe my letters pafs fc* 
curely, by the good order which thou haft takeuw 

The different interetts of the Princes of Italy 
occaiion fmall intelligence betwixt them. As their 
eftates are feparated the one from the other, fo they 
are divided by their maxims, their interefts, and pre- 
tenfiohs. They have, however, but one religion, 
vhich they make to ferve for a pretext to their 
defigns, which are all different ; and there is not one 
of them which wholly minds hia religion, which can 
have but one only end. 

There are few that can fuflfer the conqueffs of the 
French in Italy, becaufe that nation feems reftlefs, 
and men would not fee the Spaniards more power- 
ful than they are, becaufe they play too much the 
matters. But, however, as the leaft mf thefe Princes- 
have their particular inclinations and fecret interefts^ 
with thefe two nations $ thou art ignorant of thofe 
of the Republick of Genoa with the opaniards, with 
whom they have ftrong alliances : But peradventure 
thou haft riot been informed of a confpiracy, which 
appears to have been carried on in that city, to 
introduce the Spaniards into it^ which the Repub* 
lick will in no wife fuffer.. 

The faid confpiracy is thus related : The Mar-. 
quis of Monterey having fini(hed the time of his^ 

Eovernment of Naples, and being embarked with. 
>me gallies, for his return into Spain, came incog* 
nito into Genoa, having had a conference in a village- 
near the town with fome of the confpirators, to ren- 
der himfelf matter of the port, and afterwards built 
a citadel upon the higheft fide of the Far. Some of 
the moft qualified were to open one of the gates by 
D 4. pighty, 
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night, and receive the troops that flioiild be dif-. 
barked out of the galh'es. The Marquis of Lega- 
rez. Governor of Milan, promifed to fend to 
Oenoaachainofflavesjftrongerand more numerous 
than ordinary, which, inftead of confiding of con- 
demned criminals, was to be compofed of the braveft 
Officers of Milan 5 and fome Nobles of the Accom- 
plices, who were to (hare in the treaty, were to 
receive the troops, and come armed for the effe<Sing 
of the enterprize. 

After a defign fo well laid, the Spaniards were ready- 
to execute fo hardy an undertaking ; when the Re« 
publlck, being fuddenly advcrtifed of the plot, cau fed 
It to mifcarry, without noi(e, by redoubling the 
guards, which did not a little furprize the Confpi- 
lators. 

Cardinal Richlieu's creatures give out, that one 
Doria, called their Prince, did diffuade, or hinder the 
plot, which was profitable for Italy, but contrary to 
our interefts 5 for thence undoubtedly had fprung a 
war, which would never have had an end, whether 
betwixt the fubje£(s of this Commonwealth, who 
would have ruined each other, or France and Spain ; 
and'thou wilt alfo find, that in preferring the liberty 
of their country, and keeping the Spaniards at a 
diftance, they will maintain themfelves ftill in a 
condition advantageous for the Commonwealth, and 
neceflfary to the Crown of Spain. 

They fay, that the conftancy of Doria hath ac- 
quired the. honour of having twice faved the liberty 
of his country. 

This Doria is defcended from Andrew Doria, that 
great Captain who did fo many brave adions apainft 
our nation, commanded the maritime armies of 
Charles V. Emperor of Germanj^ ; and fincc thofe 
of Philip II. his fon. King of Spain, and who often 
combated the invincible Ariaden. 

I do not believe that Adonai, who was at Genoa, 
hath writ this adventure to thee ; either becaufe it 
may, not be true, or becaufe the thing being very fe- 
cret, it was in a manner ftifled as foon as difcovered. 

If 
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If thou wilt know the particular reafonings, made 
iiDon this occafion, I will tell thee: That, the moft 
aavifed French believe, that the Spaniards did attempt 
fo fair a blow j but liiat the two parties in the city, 
the one to pre£brvf theu* liberty, and the other to 
inaintain their iutfiorityy did both avoid the conclu-. 
fion. ^ -? / '^ 

The difcourfe is at prefent various concerning this 
Republick ; and the French do as much endeavour 
€0 make fecret treaties with it, as the Spaniards to 
hinder its change of mafters, It being always of 
great advantage to fuch who have pretences in Italy, 
to be in good correfpondence with this place, which 
maybe termed the principal port. 

The French make a great noife with their pre- 
tences upon Genoa; and they, at prefent, revive 
many ancient hiflories. They amrm, that the 
Genoefe, when they had differences amongft them- 
felves, have oftentimes changed their laws and their 
matters ; and that they had beeo fubjefted to ftrange 
powers : That two Charlefes, one Lewis, and Fran- 
cis I. all Kings of France, have taken them into their 
prote£tion, having alfo fubducd them by force of 
arms. They add, that this Francis I. continued a- 
grcat while to fend them Governors : And that it 
was by the valour and refolution of Doria, that this 
Republick recovered its firft liberty, 

1 hefe are the difcourfes that people make at Paris, 
the entertainnfient of idl^ perfons^ as alfo of ouj* Poli- 
ticians. It will be a hard matter to tell what the 
King thinks, and what are the fentiments of his 
Council. ^ ^ 

Confider in the mean time, with what impudence 
people difcourfe here 5 they prefume to decide 
affairs of ftate ; they decide and accommodate dif- 
ferences; they fupport and ruin commonwealths 
and kingdoms. But this is no ne^y thing, the peo* 
pie in all times have taken the liberty to cenfure the . 
a£^ions of Sovereigns. 

It is not for enlarging my letter, that I write thefe 

particulars of the hiftory of Genoa; but being an. 

D 5 ancient 
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ancient nation, which have formerly wearied the 
courage of the Romans by their enterprizes and 
opponents, and have performed, upon our feas^ 
great and noble afiions: The Ofmans have her 
therefore in confideration ; and the rather, becaufe 
we poffcf^ many countries, and confiderable place* 
that were under their dominion in Afia Minor, upon 
the Black Sea, and in the Archipelago. 

I ihall ever recommend all thy words and aflions 
to Almighty God, and pray to himi to hinder thee 
from falling into error, and to profper all thy under- 
takings. 

Paris,- a4th of the 5th Moon, 
ofthe Year 1638. 



LETTER XXII. 
To the fame. 

HENRY of Bourbon, firft Prince of the Bloo^ 
of France, marching by Bourdeaux, came 
upon the frontiers of Spain, where he befieged Fon- 
tarabia, ftrongly feated upon the brink of the ocean. 
His army is made up of 12,000 foot, and 1200 horfe. 
The two nations have had feveral encounters and 
ftirmifhes, wherein the lofs and gain have been equat 
en land. 

But the Spanifli affairs go fo ill at fea, that thou 
wilt^ wonder at the great loffes they received there. 
The French have burned two galleons upon the 
Aocks, that were making, and fix others entirely 
finifhed, which had not been yet at fea. They have 
. farther taken eleven great Ihips, whereof fix were 
X richly laden for the Indies ; befides the equipage and 
«iunitions of war ; with two old galleons that were 
of no great ufe. They farther took a prodigious 
number of cannon, which lay upon the fhore, 100 
whereof were brafs, all with the arms of Auftria. 

If Jill this I write be true, as I verily believe it is, 
we may fay, that this prize, were there no more 

than 
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<han a hundred and fifty pieces of ordnanee, was noi 
mean purcbafe. 

I fay nothing of the great quantity of artillery^ 
mounted upon the {hips and galleons^ for fear of 
troubling thee with the news of a great viftory,. 
wherein the French gained fo many veflels and fuchj 
great riches as will fuffice to equip a great fleet. 

The Prince befieges the place and prefles it y but 
the Spaniards defend theoifelves bravely^ and muclii 
blood will be (hed there. 

The Prieft of Bourdeaux, which thefe Infidels- 
call the Archbifliop, was come thither with 60 fail 5. 
whereof 42 are men of war, and the reft attenders ^ 
with fome iire{hips> filled with bituminous matter 5, 
which enflames cafily, to burn the enemies fhips. 
where they c^n come at them ; fo that there i». 
nothing, wanting, in the armies by fea or land. 

This Archbifhop of Bourdeaux makes more noifc 
at prefent than the Pope ; and it is credible. That 
what he has done will gain him great favour with; 
his King. ' . 

He has, with as much courage,, invefted 14 gal^ 
lies, and 4 frigates, which came from the neigh«- 
bouijng ports to the relief of Foncarabia, with 3ooo> 
natural Spaniards. . 

He fought fix' hours together with this new army,, 
which he entirely defeated, having burnt and funic 
all thefe (hips, except one galley, which was firanded 
and rendered lifelefs. The Admiral of Spain, with: 
800 meny was blown up; which was no fmall misfor- 
tune to the Spaniards, who loft upon this occafion a 
great number of foldiers arid feamen : And it is. 
believed, they will not be able toappear before thejr 
ejierriies at fea this great while. 

If fo many, loflesy fufFered by a party^ are not: 
advantageous to the Grand Signior, becaufe the* 
other' is grown' fo much the ftronger jthereby, hd* 
will however gain this benefit by it, That the- 
French and Spanrfli being both enemies to our »atioai 
and religion, our affairs will he in greater- fecurity^^ 
whett.of two.enCToies we fee one fupf^rcffed.. 

D>6. " Thee 



fo LETTERS WRIT BY 

The French publifli, by their joy and continual 
fcaftings, the advantage they receive from thefe fuc- 
cefTes. And thefe Infidels have rcafon to rejoice, 
their vi<^ory havine ali the agreennents poffible ; it 
IS indeed great, and their lofs vtry inconfiderable*. 

They fay there were but twelve of the fliips of 
France difordered, and that they loft not above a 
hundred feamen, and very few Officers. Here hath 
|>ecn made a large relation of this viAory ; and it is 
eneraven in copper, to the end it may be.made pub- 
lick in all its particulars, and the memory of it con* 
ferved to future ages. Since the lofs of the Armado, 
furnamed The Invincible, which Philip II. fent into 
Fngland, in the year 1588, to make war upon a 
lii^omah, we have not known that Spain has fuiFered 
fo great a lofs. 

This IS the only hews I can tell thee at prefent* 
So many armies as are in continual a£lion, will fur- 
nifli matter enough hereafter to divert thee, by recit-^ 
jng the follies of thefe Infidels, who feem todeftroy 
themfelves daily, and ruin^heir affairs to gratify us 
by their defeats, and make us triumph. 

Paris, 27th of the 4th Moon « 
ofthe Year Z638. 



LETTER XXIII. 
To Afis, Biffa. 

IF thou always followeft thy inclination, and 
thy natural honcfty, thou wilt be indefatigable 
in faithfully ierv4ng the Sultan, and thou wilt not 
be averfe to him that efteems thee, and loves thee. 

Read what I write to thee, and publifh it when 
thou baft read it, that the Council may know, that 
it is refolvAl at the Dyet held at Stockholm, the 
jrefidence of the King of Sweden, to continue the 
T«rar againft Auftria j and that the Duke of Wey- 
mar> and the General Bannier, begin already to 

combat 
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combat the Imperialifts. Thou wilt fee Spain and 
G«rniany attacked on To many iides, and by fuch 
powerful enemies, that it is credible there may hap-» 
pen fuch vaft lofles to all thefe Chrlftians, that th^ 
fTrue Believers will have occafion to rejoice, and to 
hope yet the aggrandizing of the great and mo A 
mighty King of Kines Sultan Aniurath, mafter and 
ab&Iut€ fovereign of both feas, and vanquiiher of 
all nations. 

This King hath fent an army into Picardy, under 
the command of Marfhal Chatillon, to befiege St* 
Ooier, a very ftrong place in Artoife, belonging to 
the Spaniards ; feveral' villages and towns of con** 
fideration being alreadv burnt and pillajged. 

The faithful flave Mahmut falutes thee ; gives 
thee a friendly kifs, and wiihes thee all fort of pto(^ 
perity. 

Paris, a4tb of the 6th Mood, 
•f the Year 1638. 

LETTER XXIV. 

To the Kaimacham. 

TH £ King of France hath fent forth another 
army. 1 have already informed thee, that 
this Prince hath already three armies in three parts 
of Europe. There is one in Piedmont, commanded 
by Cardinal le Valette ; another whereof Prince 
Henry of Conde is Generaliflimo, which they hope 
will quickly take Fontarabiaj and another com-^ 
inanded by MarOial Chatillon, which beiieges St. 
Omer. 

The Duke of Longueville is at the head of the 
fourth, which is entered into Burgundy^ with defign 
to ruin that French county, defended by Duke 
Charles of Lorrain, one of the Emperor's Generals. 

So many armies, and fo many Captains, march 
againft the Spaniards. This nation fufficjently 
tnanifefls her force. She is attacked on all fides, 
andre&fts and defends herfelf on air fides. This 

vaft 
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She lives in great repofe for fear of hurting ber^ 
felf ; (he fcarce ftirs out of her bedchamber, and 
every body endeavours to pleafe her. 
. There is news from Provence, of the arrefting of 
a King's fon by that Governor. The prifoner is 
brother to Uladiflaus, King of Poland. 

It is faid. That the King of Spain had made Prince 
Cafimir Viceroy of Portugal, in recompence of the 
troops of coflacks he had formerly raifed to defend 
the county of Burgundy. They add, that being em- 
barked at Grcnoa, upon one of tbe galHes of that Re- 
publick, for Spain, to take pofleiSon of the faid 
charge, with a fmall train of domefticks, and Count 
Konickpoliki, who called himfelf Uladiflaus's Ambaf- 
fador, with the Marquis of Gonzague, his kinfman; 
being arrived in Provence*and vifiting with care all 
the ports and fortrefles : This gave no fmall caufe 
of uifpicion to the French. He ftaid four days pri- 
vately in Marfeilles ; but his galley was arrefted at 
Bone, the laft port of France, by orders of the King* 

It is not yet known what obljged France to make 
a perfon oi his quality prifoner, havine nothing to 
do with Poland ; aiid King Lewis XIIi. having no 
particular pique againft rrince Cafimir: But the 
fecrets of ftate being only known to them that go- 
vern kingdoms, I pretend to penetrate no farther, 
but content myfelf to write what they do, and what 
they fay. Thou, who, in the abfence of the Vizir 
Azem, art the glory of his Highnefs's council, art 
beft able to difcover the reafon of fo extraordinary a 
novelty. 

The moft knowing perfons at court fay, this pri- 
Ibnerwill fuddenly be let at liberty; and that having 
no war that may authorize his detention, it would 
be unjuft to detain him. 

I'he event will teach me, who am ignorant, and 
them that would divine, that whi(;h perhaps no body 
knows at prefent. May it pleafe tbe Great God, 
Mafter and Sovereign Moderator of all things, that 
the intelligence and guefles which I give, may always 
be profitable and agreeable s and that thy life may 
• be 
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be of eternal duration, for the happinefs of our 
^reat Emperor and his Empire. 

Thou malt fuddenly know whether Prince Cafimir 
be retained longer in prifon, or <et at liberty. I 
would that King Uladiflaus were in the fame mif- 
fortune in the hands of the Janizaries ; and that he, 
as well as his kingdom, were flaves to the invincible 
Sultan, King of Kings : To whofe power may it 

Pleafe the Divine Goodnefs, and the wifeft of his 
rophets, to fubjeft all the countries of the Infidels, 
and then to place him with his wives and all the 
Prophets in his Paradife. 

Paris, aoth of the 7th MdOD, 
of the Y«ur 1638. 



LETTER XXVL 
To the Kaimachatn. 

HAVING given thee an account of the impri»* 
fonment of Cafimir, I will relate to thee the. 
voyage of King Uladiflaus, his brother, who is gone 
a ^ogrefs into Hungary and Germany. 

The news here is, that the Kine of Poland was 
gone to make a vifit to the King of Hungary ; who, 
to^do him honour, ferit the chief of his nobles to re- 
ceive him upon the confines of Moravia. 

They write alfo that Archduke Leopold went 
from Vienna to meet him : They embraced like 
brethren ; and returned together with the Queen of 
Poland and her fifter, back to court. It is added, 
that the people received this company with great ac- 
clamations, with the noife of the cannon, and all 
fhe fmall (hot of the city. 

The day following, having dined in the ImDcrjal 
palace, they went together to Luxemburgh, to vifit^ 
the Emprefs Eleanor, widow to the late Emperor 
of Germany. ♦ ' 

If 
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If Carcoa hath not informed thee of thcfc parti- 
culars, thou wilt receive them from Mahrnot, who 
watches inceflantly to give true intelligence, and 
penetrate as much as may be, into all that occurs 
and is done in this great court, which gives motion 
to all the cobrts of Europe. 

Reprove me if I do not well, and punifli me if 
the Emperor be not well ferved, and thou fatisded^ 

Parisr, 15th of the Sth Moon, 
of the Year 16^9, 



LETTER XXVIL 

To Kerker Huffen, 3afla. 

DO not accufe me of being ill-advifed or negli- 
gent, if I write to thee things that thou 
knoweft already, I am only careful in telling thee 
what happens here, and my bufinefa is not to en- 
quire whether thou art better informed another way. 
When I am ordered to write all that comes to my 
knowledg;e, I do my duty in doing it, and I ought 
liot to be f eprehehded for it. 

I am told, that the Sultan is gone with an aritiy^^* 
more numerous thian all the leaves on the trees, to 
deftroy thfe * Red Heads, and conmier Babylon. I 
know that thfcf Mufti, the Graiid Vizii^, and all the 
Grandees of the Divan followed him, but I am ig- 
norant of what he did in his firft expeditidti when 
he took Revan. 

An old Englilh Merchant, Who cotaes from If- 
pahan, and has ferved in the army of the feithful 
Muffulmans, paffed this way, in his return to Eng- 
land. He hath been ah eye-Witnefs of the great ac^ 
tions of Amurath. He fays, that this mighty Em- 
peror, afterhis taking of Revan, Ifeft 1 2,00a foldiersc 
in jgarrifon there; with 200,000' crowns in filvcr^, 
beudes copper money, to pay them. 

• Pcrfians. • 
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He fays alfo, That our mighty Monarch, being 
wearied to fee fo much blood of the Faithful, yea, of 
the Heretick Muffulmans, fpilled, he had fcnt the 
King of Perfia a challenge, offering to fight fingly in 
duel with him j but he would not accept of his defy. 

He tells how Amurath being fallen into the water, 
in paffing the river Haret, was in great hazard of 
being laid up in expeftation of the laft Judgment- 
Day, in the other world, had it not been for a youne 
lufty Solack, who took him J3y the artti, and dragged 
him out 'of the river. This accident was the pre- 
lude of a great good fortune, which happened to 
this mighty Prince upon the bank of another river, 
called Mako, wHere he had the news of the birth of 
a ion born to him in the Seraglio at Conftantinopte, 
whom they call Alaaddin ; whofe nativity hath been 
celebrated with infinite demonftrations of joy. 

This Englifhman tells us farther, that Amurath 
has taken Taurfs, and appeared publickly there 
with all the marks of a formidable power ; that he 
bad deftroyed the King of Perfia's Seraglio, burnt 
the publick markets, and caufed a million of fine 
trees, which renders the lofs irreparable, to be cut 
down. 

Let me know, when thou art at leifure, whethef 
Ais news be true, and do me the favour to tell me 
our great Emperor's fuccefs in the expedition of Ba- 
bylon. The politicians here, attend the news of it 
with much impatience. It is allowed, that Amurath 
is the moft potent of all Princes, the ftrongeft man 
alive, and, that only he can vanquiih and ruin the 
Kings of the earth . 

Twoftrangers of different nations, and both or 
royal blood, are dead in this city. The one is Don 
Chriftopher, fon of Don Antonio, King of Portugal ; 
who, after he had lived fixty-fix years, without ever 
attaining. the crown of his father, died in a convent 
of Dervifes, called Cordeliers, where he was buried, 
in the fame place where his father's brother had beea 
formerly. 

The 
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The other ftrangcr was called Zaga Chriflos, who 
was the legitimate fucceflbr of the kingdom of Ethi- 
opia i a young man of twenty-five years, fon to the 
Emprefs Nazarenne, widow of Jacob, Emperor of 
the Abyi&nes, who died in a village near Paris. He 
quitted' his kingdom, as thou knoweft, forced by 
civil wars, and arrived in France, In the year 1635, 
of the Hegira of the Chridians. After many adven- 
tures he compofed the hiftory of his travels, which 
he performed with troubles and incommodities which 
fcemed infupportable. 

. What has he not fuffered in traverfing many king- 
om.\ Arabia the Defert, ^gypt, Afia Minor, and 
eruialem, where he ran the hazard of being arretted 
y the Bafla that refides there, whom he efcaped» 
by retiring by night to Nazareth, amongft the Chrif- 
tian Dervifes, where he concealed himfelf five 
Moons. 

He faid here, that an Eunuch of the Bada of 
Cayro, had much folicited him to forfake the Chrif-- 
tian religion, to which he would never confent ; and 
refufed to go to Conftantinopie to humble himfelf by 
proftrating his face in the duftof the Grand Signior's 
feet ; although the Bafla extremely prefled him to it, 
with very advantageous offers. 

This King has done much honour to the Manes 
of the dead Prince, whilft perhaps he fuffers evcr- 
lafting torments ; which neither thou nor I {hail 
fuffer, if we always live like faithful Muflulmans, 
according to the precept of the Jaw, ordained by 
Mahomet, and written in the Alcoran. 

I fliall gladly hear that thy life is fafe, and my 
friendihip agreeable to thee. 

Faris» ftoth of the Sth Moon, 
of the Year 1638. 
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LETTER XXVIir. 
To the Kaimacham. 

THAT which hath been fo long expe£led, is at 
length happened : The Queen is brought to* 
bed of a Dauphin ; the King is a father, the king* 
'dom feems to deiire nothing more, and the people 
witnefs their joy by a thouiand diiFerent feftivities. 

The men, the women, the children, and the aged 
run through the ftreets as at Bacchanals. 

They rejoice with their friends, they go to church, 
and thank God, as if a Meffiah had been born to 
them. 

All the prieftspraifed God in their temples for fuch 
a prefent ; and the Monks not fo content, deafen 
the people with the noife of their bells, and do more 
than the drums and trumpets of the foldiers, and all 
the cannon of the Citadel "and Arfenal. I did in 
company of others, what I ihould not have dared ta 
perform if I had been alone, or had been obferved. 

Thofe who affirmed the Queen would be brought 
to-bed of a fon, pretend now they had been adver- 
tiled by fome divme Revelation, and will pafs for 
Prophets ; and among thefe, there are many Reli- 
gious. Obferve how far their fuperftition extends. 

The court has difpatched many expreiles into all 
the provinces pf France, and others have been fent 
to all the Ambafladors, to give notice of his birth 
to their refpeflive Princes. 

A Prieft, who is a Bithop, hath baptized this 
child without any ceremony, in prefence of the 
Chancellor of France, the Princes, Princeffes, and 
Grandees of the kingdom ; the farther folemnity bc- 
ingreferved for another time. 

The King commanded Te Deum to be publickly 
fung, being the hymn which is ufual to all Chrit 
tians, to thank God for extr^^ordinary fuccefles. 

Nothing ia feen in the ftreets of Paris, but bon- 
fires, and fountains of wine, which run day and 
night. 

The 
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The people teftify their joy ; and the fires are fo 

freat on all fides, that it looks as if the city were to 
e reduced to afhes. 

Amongft fo many fubjefts of joy, the King has 
wherewith to affli<9: him, having been for fome days 
tormented with a violent Tertian Ague ; and it can- 
not be, but he muft have his fpirits agitated with fo 
many wars at once. He has armies ^ainft Spain in 
Flanders, Italy, Burgundy^ and the Empire in Ger- 
many; without mentioning his naval forces^, and 
the defigns and pretenfions which he doth not yet 
declare. Thou mayeft be confident that leagues 
will be formed ag^inft him, and confpiracies againft 
his ftate. The great ones of the kingdom are not 
afleep ; having long fince had defigns to humble the 
favourites and minifters, whofe deportments dif* 
pleafed them, and to make themfelves mafters of 
affairs and the government. 

I have a piece of news to tell thee ; but receive it 
as coming from a woman, not Mahmut. I feldom 
fend that for aflured, which in appearance is not 
truth. ^ What I am going to fay, will undoubtedfy 
feem ridiculous. 

The wpmen give out, that the Dauphin has teeth, 
and the nurfes will witnefs it. Thofe who eafily 
believe wonders, publifli this as a moft certain truth. 
The people wlio add faith to the moft incredible 
things, raife ftories upon this, and are full of pre- 
tended auguries. 

But there being no law that obliges us to believe 
that which we find incredible, thou mayeft there- 
fore receive this news as thou pleafeft, and look upon 
it as ufelefs, and excufe me. 

They give the King the title of Saint, which they 
add to that of Juft, becaufe of his great piety, in de- 
voting his fon, before he was born, to the Virgin, 
fwhich the Chriftians fay is the mother of their 
Meflliah) with his kingdom, people and perfon, 
which he hath put under the proteftion of the Mo- 
ther of his God ; which he has made appear by 
prayers, procei&ons, and es^traordinary alms. 

Thi3 



A SPY AT PARIS. 71 

This ceremony is ordinary enough with the(e In- 
fidels ; whO) by an inexcufable idolatry, devote their 
towns and dedicate their temples to men that are 
dead, whom they call Saints ; worfbipping them 
afterwards upon their altars, invoking them in their 
diftrefs. 

I have nothing more at prefent to write to thee : 
God give thee always the grace to be juft to thyfelf 
and others. 

Fans, x6thofthe9thMoon9 
of the Year 1638/ 



LETTER XXIX. 
To the Captain SafTa. 

THE birth of the Dauphin of France happened 
this month, whereof I forthwith advertifed 
the Kaimacham. I find myfelf in a great city where 
they feaflr continually, to teftify the* love they have 
for the King, the Queen, the young Prince, ai\d 
theftate. 

Joy fpreads equally ; the moft miferablc,Ito whom 
fortune has given nothing but tears, do now divert 
themfelves. 

The women rejoice yet moft ; and, it feems, this 
adventure re^rds them principally. There is not 
one of them that would not ILe-in ; all the maids 
would be mothers, and the moft advanced in years 
do not now defpain 

It feems here, that God only hears the prayers of 
the French ; for they believe the Queen had never 
been with child, if the people were not holy. Thus 
all believe, that they owe it to a miracle of heaven, 
not of nature, that a child is born, and for that 
reafon he is cajjed * Given of God/ 

If this be fo, thpa muft conclude, this Prince will 
be .very great, andi much, to bp redoubted^ who hath 
God tor his father, and is heir of a great kingdom* 
To &y the truth^^Francc^ wap never fa ftourilhing, 
' t • bcfides 
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befides the great armies they entertain by Tea and 
land. 

But that which appears moft important to me, is, 
their vanquifhing the Hugonots, and defeating the 
rebels. The birth of a fucceflbr does much heighten 
thefe advantages, and caufes a great happinefs to 
this kingdom. I have my fhare in the feafting, be- 
ing obhged to do as others : For to what purpdfe 
(bould I appear affliSed ? 

Before 1 relate to thee a bloody combat of gallies, 
which was fought in the fea of Genoa, I will inform 
thee of a ludicrous one in that of Marfeilles, which 
refembled thofe fpe6lacles the ancient Romans ex* 
hibited with fo much pomp and magnificence^ called 
Naumachies. 

The Count of Alais, Governor of Provence* 
caufed fourgallies, two againft two, to combat, dttk 
with cannon, and afterwards with fmall (hot ; and 
laftly, to board with fwords and pikes, which was 
a fatal prefage for two nations, Vho ran in fearch 
of each other through all the ocean, and exhibited a 
fad fpedacle by battles, where a number of valiant 
men were feen to perifli. 

•Five and twenty Spanifh ^allies s^ipeared on the 
coafts of Provence, where it was faid they were 
come to furprize fome maritime place. But the 
Count of Harcourt, General of the armies of the 
Levant for the King, having given them chace, 
fome of them retired to the cows of Genoa ; where- 
they were attacked by a like number of thofe of 
France, which had ftill followed them fince they 
were feen before Marfeilles. 

It was the firft of this Moon that they fought. 
Never appeared mofe valour ; never was a combat 
more terrible j and it is fcarce conceivable what 
blood was (bed. Thou who art a great Captain, 
and excellent feaman, mayeft eafily guefs. 

Thefe thirty gallies having begun their combat 
with their cannon and mufquets, the fea was in a 
little time coloured with blood, and covered with 
dead bodies. Each gaUey haviiig fingled out bis 

enemy. 
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enemy t the fight was the more bloody and bbftinate. 
Tis (aid, this battle was {ecn from the walls and 
tops of houfes in Genoa, which were croud ed with 
fpedators ; and looked on with the fame concern, 
as if they had fought for the empire of Italy. 

The vidory coft much blood ; which the French 
pretended to, feeing they took fix gallies from their 
enemies, amongft which was the Royal Patron of 
Spain, the Captain, and the Patron of Sicily, with 
eight hundred prifoners ; having themfelves loft but 
three gallies, which were taken by the Spaniards. 
The following night there aroie fo violent a tempeft, 
that the fea had well nigh fwallowed the vidiorious 
and the vanquiflied.' The French loft the Royal 
Patron of Spain, which, breaking loofe, retired into 
a little port of the river of Genoa, where the inha- 
bitants of Arenzano feizing it, reftored it to the 
Spaniards, which, they fay here, the French will 
not fail - 5 revenge. 

I am perfuaded that all I write to thee is true, be-' 
caufe I have it from difinterefted hands, and fuch us' 
know the truth of what pafTes. 

They add only, that the gallies of Spain havin?^ 
more flaves and foldiers, the victory of the French 
was by fo much the more glorious ; and they affirm, 
that the other had two thoufand foot extraordinary, 
dcfigned for Milan. 

&)d give thee always viftory over thy enemies, 
and make thee ^ared of all the world. 

Paris, a4th of the 9th Moon, 
of the Year 1638. 



LETTER XXX, 

To the fame. 

THEY do here fo highly magnify their fuc- 
ceffes, as alfo thofe of the allies of the crown 
of France, that I kfiow not what to believe, thefe 
Vol. I. E exag- 
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exaggerations being fo contrary to the glory of the 
Ofmans. Having given xhee an account of the fight 
betwixt the gallies of France and Spain, I will at 
prefent inform thee of the advantage, they fay, the 
gallies of Malta have had. ^ 

They affirm, that this fquadron has defeated a 
very great galley of the Bafla of Tripoli, laden with 
great ftore of rich merchandize. We know well, 
that this veffel and her lading are of good value j but 
Ipot fo great as the Infidels publifh. They fay far- 
ther, that they took upon the coaft of Calabria two 
great veflels, and a Polagu, commanded by Bicoce, 
Admiral of Tripoli, who is a Renegado of Mar- 
feilles. They fay there were two hundred Turks, 
three hundred and fifty prifoners taken, and fifty 
Chriflian Saves fet at liberty. If what they fay is 
true, there were alfo a great many brafs cannon in 
thefe (hips. They confefs, that the General of 
thefe gallies did all that was to be expeded,/rom a 
valiant man, although he had the gout ; and that 
they loft but eight Knights. 

Thou, who knoweft the truth of this adventure, 
puniflifo great a lie. *Tis true, that the Chriftians 
have taken the vefTels in queftion, but it is not true, 
that their advantage hath been fo great as they make 
it ; feeing there were no brafs cannon, but a few 
Chriftians delivered ; and they having loft much 
more than they acknowledge. 

Thou art valiant, thy employment gives thee the 
command of the fea ; root out of the world this lit- 
tle neft of obftinate pirates, who breathe. but by the 
Soodnefs of Amurath, whofe clemency hinders their 
eftruSion. 

Paris, 4th of the toth Mooo, 
of the Year 1638. 
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LETTER I. 
To the Captain Bafla. 

WHY wilt thou be more cruel than a fer^^ 
pent, and give me poifon, when I fend 
thee fo good antidotes, to preferve thee 
from the mifchi^fs with which thou mayeft be over- 
whelmed ? If thoirbeeft not fatisfied with my friend- 
fliip, be at leaftwife with the fincerity wherewith I 
have eiven my advice.. Thy proceeding, I muft 
confe^, makes me repent I did not take another 
courfe : I fhould thereby, in all probability, have 
put a ftop to all thy ill pra&ices. Had I made known 
to the Grand Vizir, what I wrote to thee from 
Vienna, I fhould have received thanks for my care 
and diligence, and thy chaftifement mijght have been 
of good example : But I tell thee plainly now, that I 
ihall be obliged to accufe thee of treafon, in cafe 
thou continueft thy commerce with the Emperor of 
Germany's Secretary. 

What interpretation wouldfl thou have me give 

the correfpondeAce thou holdeft with this Mindter ; 

E a wheii 
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wh€rt. I difcover that he fends thee continually pre- 
fents, and receives the fame from thee: Be per- 
fuadcd, every time thou appeareft favourable to the 
Chriftians, that the pleafures thou doeft them, render 
thee criminal to the Mbfiulmans. For, in fine, 
M'hat's the meaning of thofe Perfian horfcs, thofe 
Hungarian flaves which thou fenteft, and that quan- 
tity of magnificent vefts which thou prefentedft to 
thy friend r What wouldft thou have a man think of- 
that filver Hercules, and clock enriched with pearls, 
which one of the Faithful receives from an enemy of 
our Holy Law ? It fignifies nothing to anfwer my 
letters with paflion and raging: Go to the tribunal, 
where thefe kind of queftions are to be decided ; the 
Judge will tell thee whether fuch a commerce ic? 
lawful even in times of peace. Thou much exag- 
gerateft the obligations thou haft to thy friend at 
Vienna, becaufe he ufed thee well, when thou wert ' 
his prifoner of war : To this it is eafy to anfwer, 

* That if he behaved himfelf like a gentleman, thou 

* oughteft to imitate him, like a gopd Mahometan. 

* Should be happen to be thy prifoner, take then 

* thy revenge, and endeavour to requite him/ 
Again, fuppofing it fliould be difcovered, that this 

thy friend has prefented thee with this famous cy- . 
pher compofed wiih fuch ingenuity, that it may be 
fitly called Art's mafterpiece ; what opinion can 
the Muflulciaris have of thy fidelity ? It is known 
with what application thou ufeft it to write into \ 
Germary, and to decypher the anfwers which thou ' 
rieceiveft. Are not thefe fufficient figns to fli^w, 
♦that the difpatches thou writeft, and their anfwers, 
arc like the Trojan horfe, concealing abominable 
and dangerous myfteries ? Be perfuaded, that I had . 
not writ to thee from Germany, the letter which \ 
has fo greatly ofFended thee, on fimple conjeftures. 
The Secretary thy friend faid one day, he muft be 
a witch or a devil that can difcover the artifice of, 
thefe characters ; that an Italian, who was con- 
,demned to perpetual imprifonmeht, had wrought 
twenty years to meliorate this art, and had brought 
t it 
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' It to fuch great perfed^ion, that he never faw any 
body that could undefftand his lettefs with the key 
itfelf, which he gave them. It is faid that this in- 
vention is wholly new ; and the more admirable, 
that, a letter of an ordinary ftyle, of domsfticlc af- 
fiiifS) of love and compliments, may contain fecrets 
.of the greateft importance, without ufmg equivocal 
expreffions, particular chara£ters, figures, fuppofed 
names, hieroglyphicks, juice of herbs, or liquors ; 
it being impolfible ever to difcover what one defigns 
to hide. He adds, that one may write in Turkiih, 
Arabian, French, or Italian, and conceal a feccet 
written in any tongue whatever. 

Thy f/iend carries it yet Farther, atid fays, he 
could make ufe of verfes to decypher profe : And 
this audacious man affirmed one day \n the Em- 
peror's anticbamber, that he could put into French 
Ihis horrible blafphemy, * The tyrant Amurath 
• will foon die;* which i$ found in the following 
verfes of an Italian poet, whereof he immediately 
made a proof: And thefe are the Italian verfes : 

Giacg fAha Cariago^ afena i Segni 
De Fahejue ruins il lidojerba 
Afuhna le cittay fnuiono i Regni 
Cuope ifaflU e ^ pompe arena & hirba 
Et r huom di ejfer mortal par che ft 
O nqftra mente cupida^ £sf fuperbafdegni. 

If It appears that I am too (harp againft thee, 1 
will receive thy curfes without reply : But if thou 
knoweft I have had juft reafons to write to thee, as 
I have done, why are thy anfwers fo full of injury ? 
Think better on thy intereft, and be always faith- 
ful, if thou intended a long life* 

Paris, 4th of the xoth Moon, 
of the Year tt%l^ 



Ej 
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LETTER II, 
To the fame. 

THE fmall fuccefs which we always meet with 
at fea, obliges me to entertain thee thereon. 
I fhall take no notice of this to the other grandees 
of the Porte, no not to the Kaimacham, to whom I 
have not written thcfe three pofts. If thou haft re- 
ceived my two laft letters, thou oughteft to be 
fatisiied with the care which the faithful Mahmut 
takes to give thee found advice* Confider well all 
the circumftances which are related here, concern- 
ingthe fea affairs. 

The lofs of fo mariy gallies, JB;reat {hips, and other 
veflels made this year, by the Wends of the Empire, 
the True Faithful, do much leflen the reputation of 
the Ottoman greatnefs. 

The difcourfes made hereon by the Chriftians, 
are fo many inveSives againft the honour of Amu- 
rach, againft thine, and that of our nation. If it 
be by a decree of heaven, t)iat thefc Visnetian pi- 
rates have taken this year alhthe gallies of Africk, 
we muft then conclude, that God is offended with 
us, and does not hear our prayers. For my part, I 
believe it; but I (hould not be a good MuiTulman, 
ihould I pretend to underftand the fecrets of Provi- 
dence, 

They write from Marfeilles, that the people of 
Tunis, Bizerte, and Algiers, are greatly difmayed 
at 'the lofs of their fifteen gallies, which General 
Capello has taken from them this year. Thou 
knoweft how the bufinefs has happened ; the frac- 
tion of the treaty is manifeft to all the world, as well 
as the infultings over the fortrefs of the Grand Sig- 
nior. I cannot imagine what excufes the Senators 
of this Repiiblick can make for what their Admiral 
has malicioufly done againft us, when they (hall be 
obliged to give an account of their anions at the 
£ret of Aflittrath, I fpeajc to thee with all poffible 

humility. 
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humility, and thou needed not doubt but I fpeal^ 
with zeal. I believe it is time for thee to oppoie 
and put a flop, not only to the piracies of thefe peo- 
ple, but the incurfions and continual enterprizes of 
the corfairs of Malta, and fo many vefiels which in* 
feft our feas, under the banner of the Duke of Tuf- 
cany, and other Infidel Princes. _ Thou oughteft to 
fuccour thofe people which are friends and tributa- 
ries to. the Porte, whofe affiftance thou haft often 
advantageoufly ufed ; neither doft thou want means 
for this,' having at thy difpofal the terrible forces, 
entrufted to thee by Amurath, and, with thefe, the 
magnanimous courage given to thee by Nature. 

The Chriftians have vowed to pierce this year 
into the Bofphorus, and put all to fire and fword. 
Above fixty French Knights are determined for 
Malta, to join themfelves with their comrades, to 
cruize our leas with them. And thou knoweR: the 
refolution or courage of this militia, and the pro* 
grefs they every day make. 

Believe what Mahmut tells thee. Thou haft two 
f^s to keep, and if it be true, thou haft made All- 
Piccinino to come from Africk with fo many gallies, 
defigned for the keeping of the coafts of Barbary, it 
is not to be doubted, but the Divine Providence has 
ordered, (it concerning fo greatly Amurath's ho* 
Hour) that the guilty be purfued, fo that not one of 
them may efcape his vengeance. 

All people fay here, that Piccinino has loft his 
army for want of good conduft. However, here are 
great rejoicings at our loffes J ahd, if poffible, more 
in Italy, where they feel the advantage of fo con- 
fiderable a prize at the fame time, together with the 
honour of the viftory j and where we are hated 
more than in any place clfe befides. I befeech God 
to chaftife thefe people by thy hand ; and that the 
edge of thy fcimitar, in giving death to our enemies, 
may put an end to flander and flanderers. 

Here's an impudent fellow, who reports he has 

feen thee feveral times at Conftantinople. He with 

great confidence affirms, the Chriftian corfairs will 

£ 4 bring 
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bring thee one day, laden with chains, into the 
Arfenal of Venice, or that of Malta. He grounds 
his prediction on that thou art, fays he, furious when 
thou commandcfl: i and that being too forward, thou 
xanft not obey the orders given thee. He adds^ that 
tobacco, lov« of boys, wine, and women, drive 
thee twice a day into a condition uncapable of exer- 
cifing thy reafon. He moreover fays, thou wantefl 
courage in a ]and*fight, neither art. well fkilled in 
feaicocobats. I would not write thefe fooleries to 
thecy were I not perfuaded that they rea''/ are fo, 
and that thou wantefl: neither courage nor experi- 
ence. I am moreover perfuaded of the malignity of 
thy accufers, touching the debaucheries I mention- 
ed ; and it, appears to me more pertinent to write 
thee this, than to the Grand Vizir; though! muft 
confefs, I am enjoined to inform theiVlinifters of 
the Porte, of whatever I hear, without any referve. 

It is faid,. that as to what concerns the Kepublick 
of Venice, and Capello, who commands its navy, 
.that this General will be puniflicd for doing too 
wdl ; that this puiflknt ftate will be humbled to the 
kiiling of the fl:irrup of our great Emperor's horfe ; 
but it will juftify the lawfulnefs of the prize, which 
this General made, as being no breach of the treaty 
with the Sublime Porte, whence comes the orders 
by which the world is to be governed ; and that, in . 
fine, the- pirates of Africk are not comprehended ki 
the trc'raies of peace made with his Highnefs. 

And it is moreover alledged, that fhould this Re- 
publick be obliged to refiore thofe gallies which (he 
has taken, it will appear, they have been loft through^ 
feveraJ accidents. 

All Chriftendom is perfuaded, there's no Repub- 
lick in the world governed with greater prudence ; 
which will make her avoid all occafions of difference 
with the Porte, and feek all ways of reconcilement 
with Amurath, to prevent a war which cannot be 
for her intereft. 

I happened into a company of difcrcet perfons, 
who blame Ali Piccinino's conduft, and attribute 

his 
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&1S misfortune to his want of (kill, and to bis rafli- 
neis. They affirm^ that had he bad the courage of 
a true foldier, he would have behaved himfelf not 
only in the Archipelago, but in the Adriatick Tea, 
Hke a Captain, and not like a thief; and that God 
has given him this mortification ^ a puniihoient for 
the cruelty he ihewed to the innocent Veftals, whdm 
he made flaves at Calabria, together with a great 
multitude of old men and children ; which was an 
z& noways fuitable to a brave commander. And 
this is the difcourfe caufed by the hatred of our na- 
tion, and efpecially to AH. 

The Great God, Sovereign Moderator of all 
things, keep thee in perkA judgment, and make 
thy valour renowned, and thy glory proclaimed ia 
all places enlightened by the beams of the full. 

Paris, 6th of the ixth Moon, 
of the Year 1638. 



LETTER IIL 

To the fame, 

I Wrote to thee yefterday, what the fenfe of the 
world, was of thee ; and I write to thee this day 
what is mine. 

.Although thou afkeft not my advice, yetl will 
give thee fuch as, perhaps, thou wilt approve of, 
and may be ufeful to thee in due feafon. . 

Wilt thou be revenged of the Venetians, and all 
the Chriftians at once r Pafs over into the Adriatick 
feas, witji twenty fmall gallies ; draw near at night 
to the {hore at Ancoa. And before the fun be up, 
ranfack the fiamous place of Loretto ; thou mayeft 
carry away thence as great booty, as ever the Con- 
fuls and Roman Emperors d id -elfe where. 

CouWeft thou conceive the immenfe riches fhut 

up in a little chamber, (where the Chriftians a£rm» 

ES that 
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that a virgin received an ambaiTador from heaven, 
under the form of an aneel ; after whofe words ihe 
found (he had conceived the Meffias, whom the 
Chriftians worlhip) thou wouldeft not defer the-exe« 
cuting of what Mahmut counfels thee. 

It is reported in this kingdom, as if Piccinino had 
fuch a defign. ' Why did not this brave fpark then 
execute what he had fo well contrived ? When he 
was in Afrtck, he was to ravage all Italy ', and he 
had no fooner come on thofe coafts, but he loft all 
the true African courage. He let himfelf be taken 
prifoner ; he fuffered a miehty fleet to be loft, an<d 
the (hamefulnels of his defeat will for ever Mail his 
name. 

If Amurath returns a conqueror to Babylon, 
which is very likely to happien, and thou takeft 
Loretto, it may be (aid, that the Ottoman Empire 
is arrived at its full height, Loretto being the 
Mecha of the Chriftians. 

There is no f<;afon wherein one fees not arrive 
an infinite number of Pilgrims from all parts ; who 
come to offer there their devotions, with the fame 
zeal as the Faithful go and pray at the tomb of our 
Holy Prophet; and they often join with their 
prayers, offerings of confiderable value. A fmaU 
number of prielts of the Roman church have fuch 
treafures there in their keeping, as cannot be fully 
valued ; VefTels of both gold and filver, with ve(- 
tures and ornaments, and precious ftones, which 
ferve to fet forth this temple, the moft magnificent 
and famous amongft the Chriftians; an infinite 
number of lamps, crowns and (cepters offered by the 
greateft Princes of the Chriftian Belief; and, in 
fine, whatever can be imagined moft beautiful, moft 
great and coftly. Thou that knoweft not whatfear 
IS, thou canft forefee nothing in this enterprize 
which may deter thee. The Priefts of this famous 
temple (leep all the night long, and fpend the day in 
chanting their MafTes, and the foldiers^ defigned for 
the keeping of this place, are kw in number, and 
can make but fmail refiftance : If thou beeft per* 

^ fuadcd 
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fuaded of the truth of what I write, Jo more than 
C»(ar; go, conquer, and repofe thyfelf. I hav« 
no more to write to thee : I fend the Kaimacham a 
copy of this letter. 1 have writ thee whatever has 
come to my knowledge, and thou wouldft farther 
know, what Mahmut, under the habit of Titus, 
has difcourfed at Paris. I am willing to inform thee, 
I have anfwered feme people, who have had the 
boldnefs to fay, * That the Ottoman Empire will 
^ ibon be ruinedy ihould it receive fuch another 
^ blow $ that if trees be not wanting in Afla, the 

* Mahometans will not want (hips nor gallies ; and 
^ that they will have as many foldiers and feamen as 
^ they pleafe, if the women do not happen all of 

* them at once to be barren/ Thou knoweft that 
after the battle of Lepanto, wherein the Great God 
and our Prophet deugned to mortify the Faithful ; 
that Selim's favourite maintained the glory of his 
mafter, in thus fpeaking to the Bailo of Venice: 
•^ There is this difference between the lofles which 
^ the Republick makes, and the misfortunes which 

* happen to the MufTulmans ; that when we took 
•^ from you the ifland of Cyprus, we cut off one of 

* your arms ; and when you defeated us in battle, it 

* wasjuftas if you had cut off our beards, which 

* will foon grow up again ; and if women and trees , 
' do not fail us, we ihall foon have Ihips and men ; 

* but the lofs of your arm can never be repaired.' 
The Eternal Lord, without whom nothing can 

fubfift, make the (ea always navigable, and without 
tempefts, that the winds may favour thydefigns; 
and when thou haft finiftied all thou oughteft, for 
the glory of the Empire, I pray Heaven make thee 
pofTefTor of the Infidels countries, which thou, (halt- 
fiibdue. 

Paris, ftoth 6f the r4th Moon^. 
of tbt Year 1635. 
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LETTER IV. 

To the Kaimacham. 

THIS letter will perhaps prove troublefome to 
thee, wherein thou wilt find an odd mixture ; 
however, thou wilt have no caufe to complain of 
me : for whatever I write to thee, fhall be put in- 
to fych order, that if the firft news be troublefome 
to thee, the laft will prove otherwife. Thou haft 
received none of my letters in the laft packets which 
I fent to thee i and I have found it more to the pur- 
pofe to make thee know at once, though fomewhat 
later, what I could not write but at three times i 
' whereby thou wilt be better informed than others, 
to whom I wrote the firft notices I had. There is^ 
nothing like to patience, as in all other things, fo 
more efpecially as to what concerns news \ the 
lame poft always bringing the beft intelligence. 

However, J hope thou wilt pardon me, if I wrote 
only to one perfon, who is the Captain Bafla, thofe 
difagreeable things which I heard, that I mt|;ht not 
make a new recital, which would not pleate ; be'- 
fides that he is obliged, as well as the^othcrMin li- 
fters of the Porte, to impart to thee the advices he 
receives from me. 

Thou wilt find by the copy of the letter which I 
have written, that it is not without reafon I am an- 
gry with him. My defign is not to teach thee, what 
thou kcieweft probably before me, but what thour 
mayeft be ignorant of, and yet oughteff to know. 

The Chriftian^.exprefs continually their hatred 
againft us, always fpeaking ill of our affaics. Al- 
though there be no war declared between thefe In- 
fidels, and the ever invincible Sultan; yet they 
ceafe not to be our enemies ; and thou mayeft know 
.by their difcourfe, they are ever laying defigns againft 
us. Thou knoweft the ufual way of the world is. 
to difcourfe firft of affairs, and then take their refo- 

lutions. 
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lutions. The French are generally excepted from 
this rule, for they have executed their defi§ns be- 
fore they began to fpeak of them ; fo lively is their 
imagination, and fo ready are they to take their re- 
folutions. TTiey do in affairs of ftate, what we are 
woflt to do in thofe of religion ; they decide them 
by the fword. They affirra, that Princes who have 
valour^ have no jufter tribunal than war ^ and that 
their (oldiers are their lawyers. What meafure then,. 
moft wife Kaiitiacham, can be taken with a nation 
which is in continual activity f The French can- 
not remain at reft ; and when they difturb not their 
neighbours, they make war amongft themfelves. 
The Miriifters of foreign Princes, who do, near 
the matter, what I do, although they have a ch^- 
ra<3er which I have not, are inceflantly in adlion.: 
They watch without ceafing, as I do. on what 
pafles ; and thou mayeft aiFure thyfelf that the Di- 
van (ball be fully and certainly advertifed of all 
things* 

The Pope keeps here, as his AmbaiFador, a Pre- 
late, called a Nuncio* The Emperpr of Germany»^ 
the King of Spain, thofe of England, Swedeland, 
Denmark, and Poland 3 the Eledors, and feveral 
other Princes of the Empire, entertain alfo Ambaf- 
fadors, to obferve the motions of this Prince, who 
often breaks all their meafures. The ftates of Italy 
do alfo the fame. There are, in this part of Eu- 
rope, Princes and Republicks : Thefe little Sove^- 
reiens are more jealous than others,, of their inte- 
lefts ; and do more concern themfelves in all aiiairs 
which pafs. The Republicks likewife ufe greater 
precautions in their condudt, than the Monarchs do. 

The Republick of Venice has acquired a greater 
reputation ; France keeps a good correfpondencp 
with her; the Ambaflador of that State living here 
with all the marks of grandeur, and the fame pre- 
rogatives granted to thofe of crowned heads. Nei- 
ther Pdrfia nor Mufcovia keep any publick Minifter 
here, yet, perhaps, they may have fome that givp 
private intelligence to ^ir mafters. As to what 

concerns 
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concerns the Princes of the Indies, they fecm not 
to me to have any intereft here ; fo that they have, 
I believe, no Agent in thefe parts, either publicfe 
or private* If the name of Spy be mean or difiia* 
nourabfe, I know no body that is called one; for I 
being unknown, my reputation therefore runs no 
hazard. I ferve, \yithout being obferved. But to 
ipeak plainly, what are the AmbaiTadors and Agents- 
of Princes, but fecret Spies, as I am, who, under 
a pretence of keeping correfpondence between their 
tnafters, inform them of what they can difcover in 
the courts where they are fen t. 

Thou flialt be fnfficiently informed by the Baflk 
of the fea, of Piccinino's adventure; he will fbew 
thee what I have written. However, there are fixt^r^ 

§ allies loft ; and our greateft confobtion is, -that we 
lall not want mean^to be revenged : If the Chrif- 
tians have cut ofF one of our fingers, we ought to 
pluck out both their eyes. 

'Tis faid here, that this Admiral is made prifoner 
by the Venetians : If this be true> bis confinement 
muft be very uneafy to him. But all people are 
not agreed, whether he be a prifoner or no ; for 
fome maintai-n, he is at Conftantinople,.. where he 
juftifies himfelf with his ufual arrogance j laying 
all the fault on the Renegado, who commanded the 
Admiral of Algiers- 

I have recommended to the Baflk of thefea, the 
cnterprize of Loretto. If thou haft leifure to exa- 
mine the proje&, thou wilt find, though I am no 
Captain nor Mariner, what I have hinted is worth 
regarding. The knowledge which 1 have of the 
world, of the manner of living of the Chriftian 
Princes, and priefts of Rome ; together with the 
other notices I have acquired^ by reading of hifto^- 
ries, Ihould make me confidered, as a man that is 
able to ofFer at great things; though I have not a$ 
yet gained much credit in the world.. 

The Ambaflador of Venice, refiding in this 
Courts fays, that their Republick will fatisfy the 
Grand Signior ; affirming, That Ali is a Pirate ; 

that 
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I that the Africans have broken the peace ; and . that 
the a£lion of their General Capello is juft and he* 

I roical ^ and that Amurath himielf will chaftife 
Piccinino* He moreover pretends, that the ggllies^ 
which were taken, will not be reftored, feeine it 
will be made apparent, that they have been loft by 
difierent accidents : J think he fays, they have been 
all funk before the ifle of Corfou, by the Senate's 
order, to prevent the expectation or a furrender^ 
the Adixiiral of Algiers only excepted,: which thofe 
Infidels have brought in triumph into their Arfenal, 
to preferve the remembrance of an event, which 
they pretend to be very glorious to them. But thefe 
misfortunes are not extream, nor pafl remedy, if 
God continues the life of our Great Emperor, and 
thy health. 

Paris* 7th of the 2d Mood^ 
of the Year 1638. 



LETTER V. 

To the fame^ 

THEY have at length given, over talking^of our 
loiTes, but I give not over devifing the means 
to be reveneed of the Chriftians. Remember, that 
the Grand Vizir keeps in prifon a man fit for great 
things at this time, who can do the Nazarenes con- 
fiderable mifchiefs, and procure notable advantage 
to the MufTulmen. If the old Renegado of Dal* 
matia be yet alive, he is capable of deilroying all 
places in the Mediterranean fea. Advife with him 
about the deftrui^ion of Loretto. There is no Cor- 
fairy that has done more bold exploits. He has fpent 
fixty years in courfing on the Archipelago and Adri- 
atick fea; where he has made horrid devaflations, 
with infinite prizes. He has likewife mofl confider** 
ably damnified the ColTacks, on the Black Sea. He 
began the trade at nine years old in a little vefT^t, 

has 
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lias been wounded on twenty, or twenty two-occa^ 
fions, taken prifoner four times by our Pirates, and 
thrice efcaped out of their hands. And not being 
able to fly the fourth time, nor redeem himfelf by 
money, he redeemed himfelf by his religion, whicb 
he quitted to embrace ours ; and fmce he has been 
circumcifed, he has brought to Conftantinople 
above thirteen thoufand flaves in about thirty years 
fpace. He has pafied full five years in the cleft of a 
rock, along the banks of the Adriatick fea ; which 
by his induftry he made a fure place of retreat. 
Here it was that he hid himfelf with his men and 
vefTel, like a wild beafl in his den ; and it is hard 
to imagine how many fnares he laid during that 
lime, for thofe of his owi? religion. He has been^ 
often purfued, but could never be taken ; and his 
'nameoecame fo terrible amongft the Chriflians, that 
there was no place but dreaded him. But, in fine^ 
having, as it is faid, attemoted to betray his mafter, 
in dehver ing into the Chriftians hands the five gal- 
lies he commanded ; he was fent, by order from the- 
Gtand Vizir, . into the caflle of Seven Towers, al- 
though his crime was not certainly proved. It was 
about two and fifty moons fince he has been there 
kept prifoner j and he is not only very old, but dc- 
crepid. The long pennance which a man has un- 
dergone that has done (uch great things, and who 
accufed t)f having done one /// oney of which he is 
not convided, does plead for fome indulgence. 

I fliall never go about to folicit for the liberty of 
a traitor ; yet I mufl fay, that men who have dared' 
to execute great crimes, are often capable of he- 
roick actions. This man was, and is ilil), at the * 
end of his life j perhaps, if thou wilt epdeavour^ 
to procure him feme advantage, and make him hope 
ftill greater, he may repair bis fault, by performing* 
fomething for the good of the Empire ; or at leaft 
give fome good advice. Thou knoweft the ancient 
Pufians had a law, whereby their Kings were 
obliged, * Not to put a malefaSor to death for one 
• crime -, and private perfons not to chafliCe their 

* dom6fi- 
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* domelHcks or (laves for one fault.' Thou knoweft 
moreover, that Princes ihould obfcrve in the chaf« 
tifement of their fubje&s, whether the fervices they 
bad rendered have not been greater than their pre* 
fent failings, and pardon them if their good deeds 
furpafied their bad. Thefe laws, although no longer 
ob^rved in Perfia, yet ceafe not to be wife precepts $ 
to which if thou haft no regard, yet thou wilt have 
feme to the zeal and afie£{ion of Mahmut. And if 
thou wilt fufFer me to make here a fhort digreffioo, 
in comparing the ftate wherein we are with that of 
the ancients, thou . wilt find how much our Mo- 
narchy furpailes all others. Doft thou believe, ge* 
n^rous KaimachaiQ, that the Ottoman Empire is 
equal, inferior, or fuperior to that of ^e Romans 
in Pompey's time ? Let us content ourfelves witii 
fuppoiing it equal, to fpeak without paifion, and cut 
the courfe of difputes, which might be madehere* 
upon ; and refleft, I pray thee, on the conduft which 
Pompey held in the wat he made againft thofe infinite 
numbers of Pirates which inrcfted the feas of Italy, 
Africa, and Afia. He was made General of an arjsy 
of five hundred fail, with abfolute power to do what 
he thought fitting, withoiit ^giving, any .account* 
Thou knoweft his condufl: was fo prudent and fiill 
of valour, that embarking with ten thoufahd and 
twenty foot, and fix thoufand horfe, he in forty 
days cleared Lybia, Sicily, Spain, Sardinia ; and, in 
a word, all the feas which depended on the Roman 
power, from an infinite number of Pirates, who 
had, as it were, befieged the capital of the Empire 
by their incurfions, rapines and violences. 

Now, although the number of our enemies be 
not fo great, nor their ftrength fo confiderable ; yet 
itisto he feared, left the Infidels be one day bold 
enough, (having joined their forces, which are now 
difperfed) to fall upon us, and (hake the vaft Mo- ^ 
narchy of the Ottomans, which they now often ' 
difturb by frequent enterprizes in feveral parts. ^• 

We have an infinite number of places to prcferve : 
we have feveral kingdoms, populous ifles : vft com- 
mand 
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mand warlike nations, and the number of the Ent* 
pire's fubjeSs are innumerable, which ought to en- 
courage us to undertake no lefs than Pompev did 
heretofore, who was called the Agamemnon of Italjr, 
becaure~ he commanded a numerous fleet, as this 
hero of the Greeks formerly did. But it being al- 
ready midnight, I am forced to finifh this letter, left 
it fhould be too late for the poft. 

I (hall inform thee by the nrft opportunity of what 
has happened in Italy and Germany, and of fevcral 
other things which 1 thought I ought to give thee 
notice of oy this exprefs ; but accufe me not of 
negleS, in not having written alt to thee in this 
letter, and receive my excufe, which isjuft and fin- 
cere, and grant me thy favour. 

The Great God increafe thy profperity, and con- 
tinue thy health and credit in the dominions of the 
invincible Sultan, under whofe gl(M:ious reign we live. 

Paris, 7th of the ixth Moon, 
of the Year Z63S. 



LETTER VI. 
To the famc# 

I Pafs immediately into Montferrat, without leav- 
ing France, to tell thee, that the Spaniards have 
there made themfelves matters of a little town, which 
the French could not keep for want of men ; and 
have alfo.demoliihed the fortrefs which guarded the 
place, that their enemies might not have any deiire 
after a reprifal. 

The eldeft fon of Amadxus^ Duke of Savoy is 
now dead ; he was called Lewis Amadacus ; he was 
but feven years old when, declared Sovereign, and 
was fo but few moons. He died four days after the 
ceremony of his baptifm. The King of France and 
the (^een of Spain were godfather and godmother 
to this Prince. Thou wilt afk me perhaps how this 

could 
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could be^ feeing they coul ^ not be there prelent i 
But thou muft know, that thefe Nazarenes affift 
often at thefe ceremonies by procuration. The 
Dutchefs^ of Savoy fecms to me worthy of compaT- 
£on, having loft in one year both her hufband and 
her Ton, and a good part of her eftate, and fees what 
remains to her expofed to the hazards of war ; but 
ihe has ever (hewed herfelf a woman of courage and 
refolution. Her fecond Ton has been declared his 
brother's heir, and the State have chofe her regent 
during his minority. 

The reafon of the fudden yifit, which the EleSor 
of Saxony gave the King of Hungary, is not yet 
known : we have had advice of his departure from 
Drefden, the capital town of his country, with a 
great train of courtiers, and the three Princes his 
ions ; and that he went to Leutmaritz, where this 
Kinz expeded him ; and it is further faid, that in 
the unall time they were together, they have had fe- 
veral conferences, the fubjeft of which is not yet 
difcovered. The King has prefented the Duke 
with a rich coach, with fix ftately horfes, fumptu- 
oufly harnefled ; and given diamonds and gold chains 
to his courtiers. But thou being nearer the place 
of thi^ conference, and the Porte having every 
where fubtle agents, thou mayeft fooner get this fe- 
rret than I : for it is not to be doubted, but there is 
fomething hatching againft the Ottoman Empire, 
while Amurath is at that diftance, and the chici 
forces of his Empire employed elfewhere. 

As to what concerns the progrefs of the Duke of 
Weimar, who carries on the war in Alfatia, there 
aie infinitely different news come from thence, fincQ 
I wrote to thee ; but this is what is moft certain. 
After the taking of Friburgh, this General made 
himfelf mafter of the campaign about Brifac 5 and 
his army feizing upon all the pofts thereabouts, the 
Imperialifts put themfelves in a pofture of hindering 
thein; but, for three months time, they could d( 
nothing but fpoil the corn, and forage in the coun 
try, whereby they wafted their own fubftance. The; 

ha\' 
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hsvealfo fruitlefsly eiiJeavourcd to break down thf 
bridge which Weimar had built at Nurembergh ; 
where they met with fuch refiftance, that they were 
forced to retire with their army, which was in great 
. danger. But the Duke alfo met with no fuccefs in 
his enterprize on OfFenburgh, through the faiilt oi 
fifteen hundred mulketeers, French and Germans^ 
who came not foon enough to plant their ladders 
againft the walls, and furprize this place : and he 
has iince made different trials, whith have proved 
all in vain. An officer had already entered as far as 
the ramparts with a fmall party which he com- 
manded by means of a falfe paffpori ; but being dif- 
covered by a centincl, he was forced to retreat in 
confufion, with the lofs of fome of his men. Wei- 
mar fince defeated two regiments of dragoons, and 
two other xegiments of horfe, and feized on th» 
caftle of Mauburghj the garrifon of which place 
furrendered atdifcretion, to a Swedifh officer. But 
. I am informed, that the two airmies came near to 
one another on the banks of the Rhine j of which 
1 Ihall fay no more than what is neceffary^. 

The Emperor's troops being difcoyered by Wei- 
mar's, vanguard, commanded by Turenne, gained 
an high ground ; on which fortifying themfelves» 
they £eltered behind a church and fome houfes, be- 
fore which there was a battery raifed of feverfit 
pieces of cannon, to keep the Swedes at a diftance, 
and hinder them from encamping too near. Some 
French imprudently advancing to difcover the ene- 
mies pofture, withia lefs than mufquet-lhot, were 
almoft all killed on the place. By this time the Duke 
of Weimar, feeing he could not draw the Imperi- , 
alifts to fight, and it being impoffible to force them 
on the mountain, where they were intrenched, re- 
tired under the caftle of Mauburgh with his rear- 
fuard, commanded by the Count de Gurbian, a 
rench Gentleman. The next day he joined the 
ceft of hts army ; and being informed by a Moor 
that ferved him, and in whom he put great con$* 
dence, that the Imperialifts began early in the 
morning to retire i he immediately therefore* put 
^ himfelf 
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liiinfeff into a condition to follow them, tnakinc: his 
anny to march in battle array. His horfe confifted 
of twenty- four fquadrons, and his foot of eight bat- 
talions ; beCdes the auxiliary troops, of which he 
made a referved body. 

The French affirm, the* Imperial ifts were the 
ftrongeft, as having. four thoufand men more than 
the Swedes j of which it is hard to know the cer- 
tainty ; but the particulars of the battle are worth 
one's writing. It was very bloody, the fight being" 
obftinately held by both parties, and the victory* 
long inclining, fometimes to one fide, and fome- 
tmes to another : So that the combatants were 
ready to retire, weary of ftriking and being ftruck : 
when Fortune on a fudden declared herfelf for- the 
Duke of Weimar ; who behaved himfelf in the fight 
like a wife captain and valiant foldier* It is cer- 
tain the ImperialiAs have loft two thoufand men .on 
this occafion, with fevera! of their principal officers: 
And alio, above fifteen hundred were made prifon- 
ers ; amongft which there were above two hundred 
perfons confiderable on the account of their birth 
and employs. I make no mention of the number of 
their cannon s neither do I reckon the hundred co- 
lours or cornets, nor three thoufand waggons laden 
with all forts of ammunition, which fell to the con- 
querors : But I greatly value the box of writings of 
two great commanders, wherein were found the in- 
ftrucftions and fecret orders of the King of Hungary,. 
and fome treaties made with the Sublime Porte, to' 
which all the potentates of the world fhould pay 
homage. 

It cannot yet be difcovered what thefe treaties, 
contain 5 yet I Ihall do all that's poflible in order to 
it. The booty has been great ; however, Weimar 
feems not to fet much by it, as aiming at fomething 
more confiderable. He remained two days in the 
field of battle, the better to affure his enemy of his 
conduiStp . He moreover, pretends, in his letters to 
this court, that he had not in this expedition above 
five hundred foot, and a few calvary s which out of 

a bra- 
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ft bravado, he fays will reinforce with his pagies* 
This is that which our Emperors, who are the maf-^ 
ters of the world, would fcruple to fay in the pre- 
fence of their flaves; fa far would they be.froni 
fpeaking fo before an army, as this Prince did in the 
preferice of a great King. Sec the vanity of one of 
thefe Infidels Generals. 

In obedience to the orders 'which I received from 
thee, I here end my letter : fo that thou wilt receive 
a very imperfeft relation of the event which I begaa 
to relate to thee ; and I (hall continue my Difpatch 
to-morrow, that thou mayeft the better remember 
what I have already written to thee, that I may not 
lofe the thread of the hiftory. 

Paris, 24th ofthelaft Mood, 
of the Year 1638. 



LETTER Vir. 
To the fame. 

I Find in the Alcoran, the chapter which fpeaks of 
Limbo's to be very long ; and I believe, I never 
wrote thee any letter, wherein there were fo many 
words : Thou {halt not receive henceforward any 
from me larger than the hundred and fix verficles of 
this chapter, feeing thou enjoineft me to be ihort. 
I have therefore divided this Difpatch into two, left 
it fhould prove tirefome to thee; although I believe 
thou wouldeft have found it, when entire, not fo 
long as the chapter which treats of HelK 

Weimar loft no time, but went and encamped be- 
fore Brifac. He caufed the trenches to be opened 
with great diligence ; and has fo befet the Rhine, 
that nothing can pafs without his leave. The river 
is confiderable for its largenefs, and length of its 
courfe ; carrying veffels of gitat burthen, which 
make it much frequented. 

This Captain perceiving the town wanted provi- 
fions of all kinds, ufed all imaginable artifices to fur- 

prizc 
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IHTize it, or carry it away by aiTault. It is the capi-- 
la] of a great province, where he is mafter of feveral 
confiderable places, and feveral ftrong cadles, from 
whence one may fay, the place was already befieged. 

Things were in this condition, and there was no 
other difcourfe in the Swedes camp, but of viftories, 
lofles, and wounds, vvhen the news of the birth of 
the Dauphin was brought there, which caufed an- 
other noife to be heard. The horfe and foot joined 
their fhouts of joy -to the founds of the drums, 
tnunpecs, and the artillery, which was feveral times 
difcharged. 

The valour of the Duke of Weimar, and that of 
the troops which he commands, made not the Ini- , 
perialifts to lofe their courage, having recruited their 
army wrhh new troops. General Lamboye, a man 
of courage and ^ood conduft, appeared in the fight 
of the Swedes, having added to his army five thou- 
fand men, with the reu: of the troops of Prince Sa- 
yilli, and wafted the country which the enemy was 
in pofleiiion of. If thou wouldeft know the fituation 
of the Swedes camp, and in what manner they made 
their trenches and circumvallations, I can certainly 
inform thee, having had fonre time fince a very exa<^ 
draught of it. This camp is three German miles 
in compafs, fortified on each fide by a trench lixteen 
foot thick, with a large deep ditch, a double pali- 
fado, and feveral redoubts. This lower, as well as 
the upper parts of the town, are mightily annoyed 
by two bridges made on the Rhine. The abundance 
of all forts of ammunition does much hearten the 
army. The commander, although very ill, yet is 
incefTantly watchful, and feems indefatigable. The 
foldiers, animated by their paft fucceiies, think of 
nothing but new conquefts and new booty, ima- 
gining themfelves invincible. The artillery which 
Is in the camp, is fifty pieces of great cannon, with 
which fuch batteries have been made, as drive the 
I befieged to defpair. I mention not to thee feveral 
fmall Ikirmifties, which continually happen, yet this 
is what is moft confiderable : Some troops of young 
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foldiers of the Imperial army, having taken feveral' 
cattle from the Swedes, and made fome prifoners^ 
had notice of the march of Colonel Sillard, who 
came from France, and brought a good fum of' 
money for the payment of the troops. They went to 
meet him, and took it, together with feveral young " 
gentlemen, prifoners j all men of note, and who had 
alfo a great deal of money about them. At the 
fame time, the Duke of Lorrain^ a Prince of great 
valour, who ferves in the Imperial ifts, party, had 
undertaken to relieve Brifac, which he knew was 
reduced to the utmoft extremity ; and having chofen 
for this defign forty companies of foot for a convoy 
of provifions, and being on his march, he met with 
the Duke of Weimar. And this is the fhort of 
the ftory : The Prince was ftill indifpofed, by rea- 
fon of his late ficknefs ; yet this could not hinder 
him Vrom embracing this occafion, which he be- 
lieved to be of great importance to his party; he 
fot therefore on horfeback, and marched up to the 
)uke. 

The combat lafted five hours, and Lorrain did all 
that could be expecSed from a brave and experieilced 
commander. But he was conftrained to yield to the 
Duke's fortune, and retire into a wood, with what 
he could fave of his troops ; and the Swedes courage 
was not a little increafed by fo great an advantage, 
which will certainly be attended with the furrender 
of Brifac. The Duke of Weimar remained matter 
of the field, having entirely defeated the Imperial ifls 
foot, and put the Duke of Lorrain's horfe into a 
horrid diforder : There lay above twelve hundred 
dead on the place; and all the baggage, together 
with the ammunition, fell into the hands of the con- 
queror. A man would think, illuftrious Kaim^cham, 
that the God Mars has united himfelf with this- 
Captain ; for notwithftanding the weaknefs of his 
body, he performs every day moft heroick aftions 
with his valiant foldiers, who are ready to under- 
take any thing, when he is at their head. Whether 
this happens from his not valuing his life^ or his 

thirft 
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j ihirft after hononr ; yet fo it is, that he cannot live 

' without nouriihkig 'himfeif with victories;. and he 
begins already to equal the famous Gufravus, under 
wkom.he h^j^s learned his trade. Yet he has loft, 
flotwithftanding his diligence, two ports he built on 
(die Rhine ; which if he retakes, it will not be with* 

.out the coft.of much blood on both fides. The 
Germans have already loft 6o,coo. men there, 
aosongft which there were 400 drowned. 

The extremities of Briiac, of which we have al- 
ready private advices, are at prefent known to all 
the world. The Swedes intercepted, that laft moon 
of OSober, a letter from the Governor to the Kii>g 
of Htingary, wherein he laid open his condition, and 

•told him plainly, that places which wanted men* 
viduals, and ammunition, could not be defended 
but by a miracle; adding, that the beft officers and 
foldiers were, already dead ; and thofe that were 
alive, were either iick, or lay wounded, and fo 
greatly, tired that they could do no fervice j and 
be&des, their vi(5tuals would laft. but twelve days. 
He feemed afterwards to reproach him for letting 
Ae time flip, in which he had promifed him ailift- 
ance; and to put him in min^,hedid not believe he 
could hcdd out to the fourth of the moon of Septem- 
ber, being reduced to great extremities; that he 
durft not mention particulars, left his letter fhould 
(all into other hands. Obferve the imprudence of 
the expreffion; he dares not write all, and yet he 
writes more than needs, to difcover that the place 
will be infallibly taken. 

If thou becft impatient to know tlie furrender of 
Brifac, thou ihalt be fatisfied by this difpatch. The 
poft is now come, which brines news of the taking 
of that important place. And he is come hither in 
three days. The place was taken according to the 
rules of war, furrcndering the ninth of the Im-moon 
ofthisyear, according to the Chr iftian ftyle. The 
Governor procured very honourable terms; and 
• truly he fuilained the fiege with all the vigour and 
courage poffibIe% to the laft extremity. He as called 
Vol. I. F the 
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the Baron de Reyneck : His name deferves a pl^cc 
in the letters thou enregiflereft ; and that the Divan 
Ihould be informed of a man who knows fo w^ell tc 
defend what is entrufted to him, that they may give tc 
virtue her due, ♦There went out of Brifac only 400 
foot, and 70 horfe, who were all naked, wounded, 
and almoft dead with hunger : They were reduced 
to thofe extremities, that they had already eaten the 
fle(h of horfes, cats and dogs i and fome were faid to 
have devoured human flein. As touching the booty, 
there are diiGerent difcourfes ; but it is certain, the 
Conqueror found above 200 pieces of cannon in the 
place. 

But there is a ftrange ftory related of a young 
lady, of admirable beauty, who, falling down at the 
I>uke of Weymar's feet, thus fpake to him 1 

* SIR, I have but fome few moments to live, 

* huneer having reduced me to the gates of death j 

* but 1 (hail die defperate, if you do not revenge me 
^ of a bafe fellow, who has exa£^ed of me a diamond 

. • of great value, which I have been forced to give 
^ him for a roaAed moufe : I am not angry with him 

* for taking of me a pearl necklace during the fiege 
' for four ounces of flour ; but I confefs my weak- 

* nefs, I cannot fee myfelf bereaved of what I moft 

* valued, and without. fatisfa£tion/. It is faid this 
Prince could not forbear ihedding tears at fo piteous 
a fpedacle, this lady dying almoft at the fame inflant 
flie had done fpeaking ; but it is not known whether 
be called this hard-hearted fellow to an account for 
what he had detained. 

The fiege of Brifac lafted four moons, almoft four- 
fcore thoufand men periflied in the town, by fick- 
nefs, wounds and famine. Bonefires are made at Paris 
for fo great an advantage ; and the Duke of Wey- 
mar's praifes are every where celebrated, and great 
commendations are given him in the fetters from the 
Court. Our Empire may have one day fomething 
to fear from fo brave, fo experienced, and ambitious 
a Captain, were he at leifure : But Germany is fo 
large a country^ fo full of ftout men^ and contains fo 
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nany ereat towns, and thofe fo well fortified, as 
will amird him work enough, without troubling us* 
It is pleafantly faid here, that the Emperors of 
Germany will no more fleep quietly ; for in lofing 
firifac chey have loft their pillow on which they 
reded ; and it is thought, France may one day unite 
this conqueft to her crown. The Great God muN 
tiply the years' of thy life, as the fand of the fea, and 
increafe every day thy fortune^ and continue thy 
kalth. 

. Paris, «5th of the laft Moooy 
of the Year 163$. 



LETTER VIIL 

T9 Mclcch Amct. 

I Have heard here a confufed difcourfe of the dif* 
grace of Stridya Bey ; but thy letters have fatis- 
Bed mc. Thou leeft, friend, how things go. He 
had the Prince's favour, and yet could not fave him- 
fdf. He had moreover great riches, and yet was 
obliged to undergo fuch great ignominy. He will 
be more deformed than he was, having now left his 
nofe and ears in the hands of the common execu* 
tioner. ~ 

Amurath, in condemning him to this puniibment, 
has done an aft of juftice worthy of him : For the 
honefteft men in the Empire have ever wifliied ill to 
this proud and infolent Greek. This wan, who 
was but a pitiful fifherman, and feller ofx)yft^rs, got 
this intolerable pride by the prodigious riches he ac- 
quired in this mean occupation. His great wealth 
made him find the means of obtainin;^ the favour of 
the Minifters and Favourites of the Prmces ; and his 
Highncfs bimlelf honoured him with his friendfliip, 
gave him offices, and heaped up riches on him. Thou 
Ihouldeft know all I fay ; but I ahi aftonilhed thou 
(houldeft write to me, that this wretch, having been 
. put out from the j;overnment of Walachia, by reafon 
F z of 
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of Ills infupportable pride and extreme covetou/hels. 
ihould pretend to re-enter on this office by means bj 
thoney, trying in fome fort to corrupt the juftice ol 
Amurath. Gbferve how many ways he draws on 
.liim the Prince's indignation : The Emperor muB 
have teen more covetbus than Stridya, nad h^ fa* 
voured his defign ; but it was the decree of Heaven 
that Stridya (hoUld be puhifbed, and that ourmallef 
^oiild giVe'a terrible example of his juftice, to ter- 
rify thofe who ufe their riches to commit all" forts 6f 
crimes, and to purchafe all manner of infamous plea- 
fure, 

. ?he-fi«W8-ef>ihe^l of this (Uve bad in-ibmeibit 
mitigated thagreat melancholy I felt, when I received 
thy letter : But the death of Zagabarafci, our com* 
mon friend, doe^ hot a little afflia me; as well as the 
marriage of his fon Caragorli, made the fame day, 
does aftbnifli me : For I cannot comprehend how 
]thefe could well be celebrated on the fame day, and 
at the feme houfe, two fueh different ceremonies, as 
'are a funeral and a wedding. 

Ifind this adventure very ftrange ; and though oiir 

'friend indeed' was very old, yet I hcwail him, asif^ he 

"had died befoJ-e his time. He was an honeft man, of 

|;reat piety, and moderately rich : And this is what 

make mortals happy in this world, and the other 

too- But thou aoft not inform me, whether the 

'cxceiSve joy he had to fee his fon marrie'd to a^ 

'Greek, rich with the goods of fortune, endc^ved 

'with great virtue, and a mute, has not Caufed his 

; death. I rather thihk thou wilt fay, our frienfd 

Za^abarafci is dead byfOme extefs, than yield to 

what wecontefted about fortnerly. I always found 

in* this friend great marks of honefty and fobriety ; 

and he aJfo appeared to* hie to have great tendernefs 

Yor his fon. I caniiot, without offending thee, 

accufet'his old j^entlen^an of want of moderation, 

'yet he is dead with at ran {port of joy. Thou feeft, I 

* aflSrraed no impbiffble thing when I maintained in 

; my youth, that an extraordinary and unforefeen joy 

is more likely to kill than fudden grief, thpogh never 

{o 
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So Yfolent. - Didft thou think it a matter of finall 
fittisfadlion to a father, that is a wife and fbber man,, 
to obtain for his Ton a woman that is a mute i For. 
irhat greater pleafure can a hufband havc^ than to 
kave a wife that is not talkative ? The Chriftians 
Biiderftand not the- wil^ofn of the Ti|rks» when, 
diey laugh at our Sultans, who find the greatcfl^ 
part of their pleafure in the converfation iaf mutes. 
I Is there any thing more delightful than to hear a 
man that does not fpeak ; and to fee one, that has no 
tongue, reafon oo all things ? Thou knoweft how 
many things thefe mutes orthe Seraglio do give one 
to underftand ; and what eloquence tKere is in their 
figns and geftures. Thou.remembereft, tbat when 
Amurath would give thanks to the fovereign Mode- 
rator 6( all the world, in that he had efiraped 
death, when the lightning fell on hts bed, and 
burnt to hb very fliirt; he feemed to offer him sl 
gieat facrifice, in putting a mute out of the Sera*-, 
glio, which he dearly loved by reafon of her tricky 
and geftures* The Mufes were one day ready to 
fall . together a fighting, becaufe they would not 
ueceive amongft them a tenth companion, fentthem 
by a mandamus from a iCing of Italy : But when 
this tenth Mufe fignified to them. That flie was . 
dtinab, aH the voices were for hen Dear Melech, . 
it is not without reafon I write thee this. Thou 
art ftill young, and defigned for matrimony t Be-, 
lieve Mahmut ; there are few women that are wife, 
and they fay little that is good : Think then what 
thofe fay, who know nothing, and whofe numbei^ 
i^ infinite. When they have talked a whole 
day, believe me, they have faid nothing. If thou 
married-, follow my counfcl, '>Take not a mute, 
for then thou wilt marry a beafl; neither chufo 
one that talketh, for thou wilt be linked with a 
monfler. As t6 our friend, he died by a particulac 

trace from heaven : Yet I cannot but think ftill of 
is death. How many more extraordinary accidents 
wilt thou fee, if thou livefl to old age^ and efpecially 
if thou livefl at-ConAantinopIe^ where are continue 
F 3 ally 
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ally beheld ftrange adventures^ and extraordmary 
cfFefls, both of lite and death, cruelty and clemen- 
cy ; as well as of good and bad fortune. Being in 
breath, I could continue ftill to write to thee, but I 
think It is time to end, left I prove tlrefome. And 
I end in praying heaven to keep thee in healthy 
wherever thou art. 
Paris, ajth of the lad Mood, 
of the Year 1638. 



LETTER IX. 
To the fame. 

PARIS, where I live, is a very heakhful city, 
and fo are all the places thereabouts, free frota 
pefttlential airs ; and vet there oft happens fudden 
deaths, as well as at Conftantinople ; and they die 
here likewife of joy. I will relate to thee what I 
have partly feen, and not what I have heard, to 
happen in London, the moft ancient and chiefeft 
city of the kingfiom of England : A rich old man 
falling fick, and lying on his deathbed, fent to his 
only fon, living at Paris, where he fpent his time in 
pleafure, to cotne over, that he might, with his eftate, 
give him his bleifing. Think what news this was to 
a young man, to whom the life of a father was trou- 
blefdme, as being an obftacle to his liberty ; and 
who waited his death, to take his fwing of all the 
pleafures, which his corrupt nature make him refpe£l 
as his fovereign good. This young man intending 
to get upon horfeback to run where he was called, 
found himfelf embarked for a voyage which he did 
not defign to make ; he fell dead on the place, and I 
faw him in the fame inftant, wherein he was living 
and healthful, to expire. Were 1 of the.feft of our 
Philofopher Muflaadin Saadi, I would tell thee, it 
matters not whether one dies fuddenly, or languiOi 
a long time; whether a man dies in his bed, or at 
the gallows. But I being none of Zeno's difciples, 
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I aod knowing noPeripatetick^o^Pbilofopber,an}ongft 
I fo many fea:s that were in Greece, who. ^ifputed 
I whether life or death is to be preferred; fo expert 
I not from me any arguings on the morals of thofe 
j Greeks, nor yet of the Perfians. But if death be fuch 
I a terrible thing, endeavour to live in. fuch k manner, 
[ that it may-,never aflFright thee when it (hall approach 
thee, or when thou (halt fee it invade others ; expeft- 
ing it at all times, and in all places. Doft thou knovf 
by what herb, or by what fe<jret rnagiclc charm I do 
not fear it ? It is by the leadjng, of an innocerit life. 
Here is pubtiflied, and that with great reafbn, the? 
hft words of a manof grea^ bir0, who died when l>e 
was very old, by a wo;und he;,,ireci5ived,^ He had 
fcrved divers Kings-in places of nigh^ truft,j and 
Veing mortally WQun4e4rin,a batti% mark what he 
Wd to thofe that exhorte^^ hiPf^Vftp die like a good 
Chriftian,.and with, the (s^vnfi ^pu/^e hp had Ihewed 
iohts life: His reply wa^|.,^.|'1^oat a man who had 
*- lived well fourfcprcl^year^V cfinqot be to feek how 
^todie well for a qu^er oFjSUi^hour/ This great 
nan, who was a famous, (olditr^ wa^ alfo a true rhi- 
lofopher ; and I mightf fay he was a Saint, had he 
keen of our religion. . I believe he was a moft edi- 
ffing fpe£fcacle, and the more confiderable, in as 
much as the example he gave of dying well, is more 
valuable, than that Which he ^ave^in fo many battles 
of courageous fighting. He is called Anne de Mont- 
morency, Conftablc<5^ Franca; whofe life! had the 
curiofity of reading,' being to be found in the Hiftory 
of the Civil Wars of this kingdom. 

But, before I end this letter, let me denote to thee 
tbe difference there is between the effefis of grief and 
joy. The meffenger from England, of whom I al- 
ready fpoke, finding, at his return, the old man^ 
whom he had left dying, flill alive, he gave him fuch 
a ftrangc flroke, by telling to him the death of his 
f>n, that grief, having vanquiflied the aflaultof death, 
re(iored to this unhappy old man that flrength he 
had loft in his ficknefsj fo that coming himfclf 
fome days after to Paris, I faw him bewai^l the lofs 
of his only fon. 
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He that fatd heretofore, * A man fhould learn aff- 

* his life to die well/ uttered no ftrange dodrine.' 
Our days will laft long .enough, if we be ready to iky 
at all times, ^ We have lived enough :' And if Mre 
love, as we ought, our great Emperor, who is invin- 
cible, holf , and the moft juft among men : And if- 
we obfervewhat a French peafant faid to all thofe 
that oafled before his door. ' Never deny youjr 

* afliftance^ nor eycr do any oody any hurt. 

Let <thott and I number our days (as was preached ' 
heretofore tn the Seraglio to the white Eunuchs^ by. 
the Perfian. whofeeyes were put out, becaufe hefskv^ 
too clearly.) He always infifted on the ihortnefs, un-' 
certaintVy and vanity of human life. He faid, ' It 
' was fhort, confidering what we had to dd in it ^ 
' uncertain as to what we (hall do in it ; and always^ 
^ mixed with what we have done, and what remairia 

* for us to do/ Teach not thy fon Mehiemet yet, for 
whom thou baft fo much affection, tfaefe precepts. 
Children have not thatripenefsof judgment as is ne- 
ceflary to hear difcourfes of death ; they are too hard' 
bits for their ftpmachs ; and which indeed old men 
can hardly dieeft; and which they fwallow not with- 
out feeling all the bitternefe of them. 

I pray God keep the Imperial City, with thcrfethat' 
dwelt in it, and inelter it from the ftorms which fall 
on itifamoqs cities; and I befeech him, thou mayeit 
live without offence, that thou mayeft n^ver fear death. 

Paris, ajth of the UftMooo, 
ofthe Year 163^8. 



L E T T E R X. 

To Enguruli Emin Mebemct Chuki a Man 
of the Law. 

WHEN I parted from Ccmflantinople, I gaver 
thee a ftqne of excellent virtue agatnft the 
gravel, and thou prefentcdft me with a paper, which 
was to fecure me againft all bodily evil. Time only 
can decide which of us two made the beft prefent to 

his 



f 



A SPY AT PARIS. lo^ 

tns friend. Thou haft pretended to teach me in fe\i^ 
words, howtolive among the^ Infidels ;.and I thought 
in giving thee a done, to give thee a remedy again^ 
the diftemper thou art troubled with. I never turn 
myfelf Covrards the place where Mecha lies, but I 
remember where thy amity began, and howfarfi^ce 
it has extended towards me. Abfence has not leP- 
fened thy kindnefs, nor hindered thee from fending 
me thy grave counfels; but I am as yet too younjj 
to fet about the preparing myfelf for the other 
world ; and too vigorous and healthful to hearken to 
thy ferious and melancholy difcourfes. 

I iwifh thou wertbut at Paris, where thou wouldit 
fee a great number of people, who fell a mpft preci«- 
ous thing to purchafe a vain and fantaftick title. 
Ho^v many with gneat earneftnefs fue for placeatd 
frotn the King, that they may feek their deaths.'f 
Perhaps thou never thoughteft there was any fuch 
kind of people. What doft thou think then of the 
foldiery in general? Are they any other than martyrs 
of ambition, toi whom one would think life is a burp' 
then ? It is a fad fp€<Sacle to fee how many dead lie ^ 
in the ftreets, or are carried on the fhoulders of their 
fjiends and kinfmen to their graves : Yet this is fo* 
pommon a thing in Paris, that the people make na 
wonder of it. 

This way of living obliges me to do as the reft. I 
begin toconfider. That what happens to another 
may happen to me ; there is iio avoiding one's deftiny^ 
This preface is only to bring in a ftory of the KingV 

foodnefs, which ought to be an example to all 
Vinces. 
The French have need of frefli foldiers to fill up for. 
many troops as they continually enrertain : Not long, 
fince then, there came a man full of years, and over•^ 
whelmed with defpair, who defired to be lifted in» 
this Prince's fervice. To obtain what he dfefired, he 
lold the King, * That he was the father of twejve 
' children, feven of which were daughters, who 
* were marriageable, that he could no longer live*. 
^ not being able to maintain fuch a great fwnily, and 
* F s ' . *^ that 
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^ that beine ignorant as yet how to die, would learH 

* it in the Ring's fcrvice.' The Prince having ap-» 
pointed him to wait upon him one day privately in 
bis clofet, thus fpake to him : ^ Thy defpair nnake^ 
^ theedefrrous to be lifted among my foldiers, and 

* charity obliges me to retain thee amongft the citi- 

* zens. Thofe that are fools when they enter into 

* troopsy commonly come out wifer ; becaufe they 

* learn fevcral things of which they were before 
^ Ignorant : But as to thy part what time haft thou 
^ to learn, who art ready to fall dead, at the fame 

* moment tho)i entereft into the fchool ? Yet I re- 
'* ceive thee ; take this fword, go and combat thy 

* folly, and take this purfe to fuccour thy family^ 

* and be cured ; but if thou art wife, fay not from 
' whom thou haft received thy cure/ 1 know not 
what fum was in the purfe, no more than I do of 
what metal the fword was. But I have this ttory 
from an Officer of the King's clofet^ with whom 1 
have that fti^r^a converfe, that he told mc this pafiage 
as fpon as ever it happened, 

I will tell thee, if thou wilt, fome of the principal 
paflages of my life 5 for I conceal nothing from the 
Minifters, and the moft venerable Mufti, who 
know all that I do : I adore the (bvercign Mafter of 
the univerfe, and have a great veneration for his holy 
Prophet : I never defiled my hands in blood, neither 
have I ever violated any man's bed : I eafily forgive 
my enemies, and hate above all things the crimes of 
Slandering. If this be not fu fficient to merit falvation,. 
I do not know what is. Thefe are all my virtues ^ 
as to other qualifications, I have none. I have no 
^nack at thieving; my talents lie not that way; 
were I qualified, 1 might, as moft do, devife means 
to put ray art in practice. But liviog according to 
fhefc aforementioned maxims, I doubt not but I 
ihall find entrance into that paradife, where faithful 
fouls wiU enjoy perfeS happinefs, and fet their feet 
on the necks of the enemies of our holy law; where 
they (hall fuifer 'neither hunger, thirft, nor naked- 
JHtfsy free from, the parching heats of the fu;i, and 
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the pinching fliarpnefs of the colds, caufed by the 
moon ; where, under the agreeable (hade of trees, 
they Qiall gather the precioufeft fruit, ftanding, fit* 
ting; or lying, and drink, in cups of gold or emerald, 
the moft delicious liquors, which fpring from a clear 
fountain ; and be ferved with unconceivable magni* 
ficence. In this divine place they (hall be mote 
beatjuful and fliining than the ftars in the firmament, 
whofe brightnef$ enlightens thedarkeft night; their 
robes (hall be of fineft.filk, of a colour more ereen 
and pleafing to the eye, than the herbs which ipring 
up in May : And fhall further receive from the hands 
of God > portion more fwcec and delicious than can 
be imagined, ais a recompenfe for the good they have 
done, during their abode among men. Thou knoweft 
it is impoiSble for me to go on PJlgnina|e to Mecha^ 
feeing 1 am obliged to abide at raris. Thou knoweft 
alio, I cannot give myfelf to cof>temp)ation, being 
forced to lead an a(!]tive life ; for I muft not remain 
among the Dervifes, who pafs their day in folttude ; 
ferving in France, as I muft do, our^puifTant and 
invincible £mperor. Thou feeft here wnat my con* 
dition will bear ; accufe me not therefore for negle£^* 
ing the pious advices thou giveft nie. I forget not Co 
much death, as I forget that I muft die. 
' Be informed of this from me. There is not a town 
in the world, where people do learn 'better to live ill - 
than at Paris ; neither is there any place where they 
are better taught to die. I need not tell thee, here 
are publick academies (as were heretofore amongft 
the Egyptians) wherein dead bodies Ke expofed to 
publick view, to make men remember the indifpen- 
fable neceffity of dying. But I may tell thee. There 
is no day, wherein, in this great town, a great quan* 
tity of fools do not teach wifer than themfelves things 
they h^ve been ever ignorant of; for the gibbets and 
fcaffolds, fet up for the punifbment of the guilty^ 
hinder the dcftrucSlion of a great many people, 
whofe innocency is preferved by thefe kind of 
ipe£lacks. Here the poor, who had heretofore plenr 
tiful fubfiftences, teach good hu(bandry; the 
F 6 proud^ 
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proud, humility i the debauched iirith womeny 
chaftity. 

I believe, there is no part rf the world, where there 
are more thieved and pickpockets, and who do their 
work with greater art aind fubtilty: They exercife 
their crafts in all places, in the churches, as weit as 
the ftreets, markets and bridges ; fo that our people 
of the Morea, who are thougl^ by us to be fuch 
great mailers in this fcience^ are mere aflbs to them^ 
AdieM. 

Pans, zbth'oftlie iftMooo> 

' of the Yc^r 1639. 
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LETTER XL 

To Cara Halai, the Phyfician, 

Know hot whether what I thought I faw laflr 

night in my bed, be the effedls of a dream, or of 

a real vifion* I was awaked by a gre:^ earthquake, 
which made me rife affrighted out of my bed. But 
informing myfelf by fotne people, I found it was but 
a dream. 

My adventure has renewed the remembrance c^ 
one, which proved of bad confequence to one part of 
Italy. Phyfictans are at a lofs to find out thecaufes 
of thofe horrible lires, which ate vomited up at cef* 
tain times by mount Gibel,. Stromboli and Vefuvius, 
mountains in Sicily, not far from Naples, whofe roots 
feem to fpring from hell ; whence arife often filthy 
exhalations, fmoaks and fulphur, with flames which: 
caft up flones and afhes to the clouds* 

It is known, I believe, at Conftantinople, That 
towards the beginning of the moon February, there 
was loft near Napfes a Kttle ifland that was four miles 
in compafs. It isTelated as a thing certain. That 
after this ifle was fuddenly fwallowed down into the 
fea, the fire which it included, not finding its ufual 
vent, there was opened fome days after, a new way 
along the coafts of Calabria, near MeiBna. There 
iid it appear, having firft cau&d an horrible earths 

quakej^ 
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qaake^ which overthrew a ereat pile of buildings, 
which the Chriftians call a fteepie^ that belonged to 
a principal church, which buried under its ruins a 
vaft number of people, whom devotion had at that 
time brought thither. Some towns of the kingdom 
of Naples fuffered by this earthquake, with great mul- 
titudes of people, and herds ox cattle, vniich were 
miierably loft in the fire, by the fmoak and heaps of 
afhes. And amongft thofe that have been fmothered 
to death, are reckoned feveral Lords of thofe coun- 
tries, who are matters but of few fubjeds, and yet 
bear the title of Princes. 

My dear friend, Cara HAi, thefe are dreadful ef-^ 
fc&s of nature, whofecaufes will not be found out by 
us . Certai nl y thefe cou nt ries of Ital v muft be far from 
Paradife, feeing thefe mouths of hell (if it be true, at: 
many people iay, they are in thefe mountains) do fre* 
quently ruin by thefe irruptions Calabria and Sicily*, 
rfaturalifts affirm, That thefe mountains nouriih ful* 
phureous matter in their bowels, which is eafily inr 
flamed, and ififies out with more or lefs vehemency,. 
and more or lefs frequency, according as the matter 
is more or leCs difpofed, and the fubterranean winds 
kindle and eje6^ thefe fires, and open the ma(s of 
earth, tinder which they are fet up. But the opinions 
of certain Philofophers, who nuintain. That mere 
chance produces thefe extraordinary events, appears 
to me very ridiculous ; affirming. That one flon^ 
ftriking another produces a fpark, whence happea 
thefe great inflammations : Nay, they proceed far- 
ther, and would perfuade us. That a lighted lamp« 
kft by chance by thofe who fearched into the bowels 
of thefe mountains ; to difcover the fecrets of nature^ 
might make thefe fUmes ; which lighting on a com* 
bultible matter, and meeting with nothing that id- 
contrary to them to extinguim them, do caufe thefe 
furprizine eflFefts. They alfo fay, That lightning, 
ftriking fiercely on fome one of the coafts of thefe 
mountains, may do the fame thing, as the ftohes 
ftriking; one againft aaother, or the lamp left 
lighted. 

^ Thefe 
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Thefe opinions would not appear fo ridiculotr^^ 
were it poflible to make any demonftration Of them : 
Hut thefe events being a]) extraordinary, and in a 
manner prodigious, I fhall willingly fuffer thee to 
believe, that it is a work of nature, or hell, or chance 
alone, which caufe the perf>etual motions of thefe 
fires, which are (o terrible, and fo greatly damnifjr 
one of the fineft countries in the world, as Greece js, 
and this ifland, which is the delight and nurfe of 
almofl all the provinces fituated on the banks of the 
Mediterranean fea. 

We find alfo in Ireland thefe mountains of firci yet 
with this difference, thiit their flames do no hurt^ 
which makes them no ways dreadful to the inhabit- 
ants.. I think too I have heard my father fay, That 
being in company with certain Arabians in ourLycia^ 
he faw thefe kind of fires come out of the earth, but 
they broke out gently, and caufed no damage^ 

I am now peri'uad^d of one thing, which I would 
never believe before ; which is. That old Pliny, in- 
tending to relate to the Emperor Titus, and leave to 
pofterity a relation of the effedls of Vefuvrus, and a 
perfeft difcovery of the "caufe of fo many prodigious 
cffeds; he therefore went himfelf on the place, 
becaufe that in his time this famous mountain had 
call out an horrible quantity of fire, ftones, and afbe$» 
with fo great violence, and fuch terrible noife, that 
the efieds of it were felt in Syria, Africa, and efpe- 
cially in Egypt. But the curiofity of this wretched 
Philofopher having coft him his life, the Romans ex- 
peft ftiH) with his return, the difcoveryof the fecret 
caufes of fo many prodigious effeSs. Take care of 
thy own health, and let not any of thy patients mif- 
carry through thy negled or rafhnefs. Continue to 
Jove me, though I am a great diftance from thee^ 
Write to me fometimes ; and believe that I am not 
able to conform rayfelf to the way of living of ftran- 
gers, amongft whom I refide. I (Hall be always a 
good Mufiulman, and a faithful friend. 

Paris/ loth of the xft MooD^ 
of the Year i6^9« 
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LETTER XIL 

To the Venerable Mufci, Prince of the Reli- 
gion of the Turks. 

THY decree is very cruel, to feparate me, with- 
out having committed any crime, from the 
eommunion of the faithful. 

I hive read the holy anfwer thou haft made me, 
with great veneration ; but this has not been with- 
out many tears; thou haft not untied the knot of 
the difficulties which perplex me, but made it in- 
difloluble. So that I only* live in the certainty of 
having no certitude ; and my foul, which is encom- 
pafied with fear, will be in dread till death. 

If I do what thou propofeft, how (hall I be fure 
of not failing, feeing I do not underftand what I 
ought to do : I am fo dull, that I cannot diftinguifh, 
whether thou exhorteft me to do what I have ever 
done, or whether thou forbiddeft me what I afked 
of thee. 

I entreated thee to let me know, whether I might 
live amongft the Chriftians, and do in appearance,- 
what they do eSedtually in the obfervance of xhc 
ceremonies of their religion ? And thou anfwereft 
me, ^ That the Circumcifed, or Faithful, (hould 

* have no doubt in his law, and need no other pre* 
' cepts to obferve it, than the law itfelf. More- 

• oyer, that the true MuiTulman muft be willing to 

* lofe his eftate, his life, and honour in the Sultan'i^ 

• fervicc : That the Chriftians are enemies to the 

* True God, the Emperor, and religion ;* and 
that, in fine, * one ought to facrifice all things not 

• to betray this God, who is our chief Matter/ 
Tell me, I entreat thee on my bended knees, 

cannot a man be a true Muflulman, without hating 
eternally the followers of Jefus ? And, in living 
amongft them fecretly a true MufTulman, muft one 
(hew one's felf to be of another religion*, or pretend 
to he of theirs I Thou witt tell me, the Alcoran 

fpeaka 
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fpcaks with great clearnefe ; yet how many obfirure- 
paflkges do we And in the words of our Holy Pro- 
phet, wherein we need thy expofitions ? 

I have no belief for Tagot, neither will I give 
credit to the Devil j my law exprcfsly forbids it : 
For I beiieve in one only true God, who knew thp 
intention of our holy Lawgiver, and fees what we 
cannot difcover. And the Prophet cries out. That 
he that has fuch principles, leans on tlie flrongeA 
prop he can ever meet with j there being nothing, 
which is able to overthrow it. 

Difperfe, Reverend Sir, as much as thou canft^ 
the darknefs of my fpirit, I conjure thee by the Al- 
mighty Father^ who can make live flefli come ori the 
bones of the afs which died an hundred years pad:.. 

I did not difcontinueheremy ufual prayers, whick 
I make in the manner they are prefcribed me by the 
Law, with my face always turned to the fide of 
Mecca. When I faft, I eat only at night, and £ 
continue my repaft ttil Aurora advancing, the day 
gives me light enough to diftinguilh black thread 
from white. And I pafs over the day without taking: 
any nourifhment, till the darknefs be fo great, that 
I cannot fee the eye of a needle. It is true, I give 
so alms to the poor^ becaufe I doubt, whether it 
be lawful to do good to thofe who continually move 
Heaven againft us ? 

• The Biftiops here are in great veneration. They 
have not an abfolute authority, becaufe they depend 
on the Roman Prelate, and the King ; yet their ju- 
rifdiftion is very larg'^, the kinjjdom being full of 
'churches, and thefe diurches frequented by milHons^ 
of pedpl^e. They wear about their necks a golden 
crofs. 1 hey live in publick, good lives ; are obliged 
to know all the points of their law y they mufl? 
be doflors, are obliged to celebacy, to be fober, 
hofpitable, prudent, irreprehenfible, without covet- 
ing others goods j they muft never be drunk, nor 
fced human blood. Their habit is a long veft reach- 
ing to the ground, of black filk or violet. They go 
little on fopt^ but are carried in coaches to avoid th6 

wearii- 



I A SPY AT PARIS. ^ iij 

' wf ariibmenefs which would opprefs them, in a town^ 

which feems the greateft in the world ; which thou 

wquldeft do too perhaps, wert thou defigned to be 

their fovcrei^n Prelate. 

The great Arbitrator of the. world favour by hi» 
mercy » or by an efFed of his juftice, the inconceiv- 
able honour of fuffering thee to fweep» during thy 
life, his moft holy and only temple of Mecca, in 
the company of Ifmael and Abraham, that thou, 
mayeft keep it clean, without any filth of what kind 
foever. 

Paris, loth of the ift Moon, 
of the Year 1639. 

LETTER XriL 
To the Kaimacham* 

XHE French armies are at.prefent in winter 
quarters, and the court is bufied in contriving^ 
they (hall do in the fpring. I do not believe r 
write thee any falfe news ; for it is to be believe* 
that the fharpnefs of the winter will hinder any thin^ 
from being undertaken before that time. 

The eyes of all the court are fixed upon three ob- 
je£ts, the King, the Dauphin- his fon, and Cardinal 
Richlieu 5 hut they more carefully obferve the latter 
than the former. This man hath made himfelf 
creatures "^y his benefits j the thankfulnefs for 
which, ^nd the hopes of new ones, has bound themL 
to his intereft. Yet it is to be believed, he has more 
enemies by means of the great credit he is in with, 
bis Prince, and the occafions: he finds to increafe it. 
His antichamber is always full of attendants, who 
afpire to employs of fuch as are in offices, and feve- 
ral other pcrfons, who are defirous to be witnefs of 
his a£H6ns. Thofe who threaten him In fecret, do 
but increafe his courage, and qfiake him more care- 
fully ftand on his guard ^ thofe who have moft ex- 
perience of the world affirm, this Cardinal knowa 

too 
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too much to be furprized. Hear the recital of one 
of the leaft of his actions, whereby thou maycft 
figure the greateft, and give them the due price they 
defervc. For three vears together, was obferved in 
this Cardinal's antichamber, a man who was not 
far advanced in years, and as afHduous to make his 
court, as he was modeft in his difcourfe; very re- 
fervi^d and patient ; and, which is very rare at 
court, was never heard to complain. The Cardinal^ 
who pretends to read the fouls of men, and who is 
inferior to none perhaps in this art, caufed this per- 
fon, who had fo long attended, to be called to him, 
and thus fpake to him : * I know who thou art, and 
' how long time thou haft fpent in obferving me i 
^ although thou outwardly appeareft a Frenchman, 

* thy great patience afitires me thou art of another 

* climate; get thee to Rome, and wait but half the 
^ time in the Pope's antichamber as thou haft 
^ done in mine, and I doubt not but thou wilt pene- 

* trate into the moft hidden fecrets. Depart then 

* immediately for Italy, and obferve the adiona and 
^ motions of the wifeft and moft diffimulat^ve Court 

* in the univerfe ; difcover not thyfelf to any body : 
^ Send, me an account every week what thou canfl 
^ difcover ; and in this manner thou wilt be ufeful 

* to me, and avoid idlenefs. My Secretary will 

* give thee a cypher, and my Treafurer has order to 

* give what's neceflary for thy voyage, as well as to 
^ keep thee when thou art at Rome/ 

The Cardinal ftudies to extend the bounds of the 
kingdom, and, for that purpofe, confults thofe who 
can any ways advance his projects : Efpecially the 
King, being now certain of a fucceflbr, by the birth 
of the Dauphin, who feems very likely to live long. 
All hands are employed at Thoulon and Marfeilles 
for the fitting out of gallies and other vefTels ; and it 
is thought, the chief defigns of this Minifter are on 
the coafts of Italy. I am told he was heard to fay, 
that the Romans could never have conquered all the 
world, as they did, had they not before been mafters 
•f Italy ^ that Hannibal had the fame defign; and 

after 
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after Hannibal, Pope Alexander VI. intended t6 fee 
whether fuch a defign would take efFed, but hrs 
pride and cruelty made all his proje£ts prove abor- 
tive ; and that he could meet with greater fuccels 
than Hannibal, could he be Co happy as to attain 
one thing. And here he ended his difcourfe. 

He alfo e;reatly minds whatever paOes in the royal 
family and kingdom *, that he can difcover, as he 
pretends, all the thoughts, yea, and the very 
dreams of the grandees, governors of provinces^ 
and thofe that command in places. 

He fays, he has learned feveral ufeful things in tb« 
relation given us of the government of the Chjnefe 
having from them the way of difcovering thQ moi 
difficult matters, without its appearing he does an 
thing for this purpofe. And this is the method < 
governing he obferves in this kingdom, wherein a 
10 many refilefs fpirits. 

He maintains near all people who are in. any co 
iiderable offices, perfons thar depend only on hif 
and who are known to nobody elfe ; who in 
places wear mean deaths, and inceilantly waf 
over the a£tions of the officers, and give htm no? 
of whatever pafTes. He makes ufe of thefe kin( 
people about his mailer's ambai&dors in fore 
courts. He a) ways carries a book about with h 
which he calls Richlieu*s foul ; which book c 
tains^ the defigns, the interefts, the fecret prafl 
and indixiations of all the Princes who hold a 
re(]3Qndence, and have any ties with France, an 
whom France has any pretenfions. The mod 
ful aftrologers in Europe, have alfo fent hin 
horofcopes of all the Kings and great men, 
their judgment touching the term of their lives 
what they may probably undertake in all t 
This Cardinal (aid, on another time, that he ) 
great many courtiers, yet he could well enouel' 
them ; that he knew what paffcd in remote pi; 
foon as what was done near him : He oiice aif 
he knew in lefs than two hours, that the K 
England had figned the warrant for the exc 
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of . ■ If this particular be true, this Minifter 

niuft be more than a man. Thofe who are his moft 
devoted creatures affirm, He has in a private place 
in his clofet, a certain mathematical ngure, in the 
circumference of which are written all the letters of 
the alphabet, armed with a dart, which marks the 
letters, which are alfo marked by their correfpon- 
)d6nts, and it appears, that this dart ripens by the 
fj^mpathy of a (tone 5 which thofe v/ho give and re- 
ceive his advice, keep always at hand, which hath- 
been feparated from another, which the Cardinaf. 
has always by him ; and it. is affirmed, that Mrith 
fuchan inftrument he gives and xeceives immediately 
advices. 

This great man, who knows all thefe reports^, 
only lauehs at them ; yet he fays with a ferious air,} 
that God has given him two Angels, one white^ andt 
another black, to inform him of both sood and badt 
matters ; and that with their aiiiftance he (ball over- 
throw the cabals of his enemies. He fent, fom^ 
d^ys paft, a man to the gallies, that was accufed foF;: 
cutting in pieces the King's picture ; but hayings 
been better informed, and knowing it was his, he> 
tM thofe about him, that this man (hould be parf-< 
dbned, hecaufe he had done no huFtto the original-.. 
Here are theatres and feafts preparing to entertain* 
the people in honour of the King and Cardinal ; and 
it is whifpered that the Queen is again with child. 

Heaven prefcrve thee ever from the Sultan's anger^; 
and all other misfortunes which may fower the conar. 
forts of thy lift. 

Parisy %s th of the zft Mooa»^ 
of the Yeac 1631. 
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LETTER XIV. 
To Egri Boynou, the white Eunuch. 

IF thou goeft into Pruffia in Bithinia, as thou 
writeft) above all things remember to prepare 
thyfdf not to live long, and never to inform the 
ydung Sultan Mitflapha of the misfortunes of the 
grandfon to SolyoKin the Great, and fon to poor 
Bajazet, whom his father caufed to befbangled in 
his infancy. This unhappy place makes me fearful 
of thy life, as well as that of the Prince's, the care 
of whole education is committed to thee. I cannot 
-forbear weeping every time I call to mind what 
pailed between the vi&im and the .executioner. 
Thou thyfelf toldeft me, that this unhappy child 
' embraced and kifled feveral times him that was to 
give the fatal ftroke, even in the moment when he 
" was putting about his neck the filken ftring which 
was toftrangle him. All Afia is informed of the 
reft of the hiftory ; and it is known, that this child, 
although ftrangled, yet triumphed at his death over 
his murtherer : For, being fofte^ed by the careiles 
of this in&nt, whom he was about deftroying, he 
iiropped down in a fwoon ; and Bajazet's fon had by 
- this occasion efcaped death, had not the other exe- 
cutioner more cruel than the former} done the 
work. 

Although thou doft not certainly know who is 

Muftaph^s father, yet thou mayeft well prefume 

^ he is the Emperor's fon. Thy age and prudence lb 

-long experienced, and the office of Chief of all the 

Eunuchs of the Empire, which thou haft fo long 

' enjoyed, leaves no place of doubting, but that thy 

pupil is of royal blood. Arm thyfelf then with 

courage, and ftudy to perform well thy duty in this 

folitary place : Nothing is fo troublefome as the in- 

ftruiStiiifg of children, when they will be uught as 

' mafters by their itaves, and will not fubmit to rules, 

like private perfons. 

Thoa 
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Thou mayeft be fure, I (ball render thee all the 
fervice I am able, feeing I corifider thee as a friend 
that is extremely dear to me : But why d'o& thou feck 
among the Chriftians an illuftrious fubjed, virhich 
may ierve for a model to form a child born in the 
religion of the Muflulmans i 

Did I not know thy wifdom, I (hould think thou 
art very ftmple, fearching after examples amongft 
the enemies of our holy law, to propofe them to be 
followed by the Ottoman children. Thou haft cho- 

• fen for this purpofe Henry of France, termed The 
Great ; and art thou ienorant, that this fo famous a 
King was the moft implacable enemy of the Empire ? 
Be it known to thee, that this Prince underilood 
the boldeft and dangerouieft defign as was ever ima- 

• gined, to deftroy the monarchy of the Muflulmans;. 
and might probably have fucceeded, had not hea- 
ven, by an unforeleen ftroke, fnatched him from 
the earth, to appear before the tribunal tf the true 
God, who judges Kings as well as other men/. Bi t 
left thou (houldft imagine I make this pretence to 
cxcufe myfelf from fatisfying thee in what thou de- 
Creft ; receive, at Icaft, one part of what thou ex- 

' pefteft. Thou wouldeft have me fend thee the hi(^ 
tory of this Prince; content thyfelf with a (bort 
extrad of it^ otherwife I muft be forced to fend thee 
a large volume. However, make not ufe of his ex* 
ample in all things ; the way of living, the laws and 
cuftoms of the French, do not fuit with the Turkiih 
way of re|i»imen. If thou wilt make thy pupil ac- 
compliftied, form him on the model of fome one of 
the heroes which the Eaft has given us. Muftapha 
will rea4 with greater profit the hiftory of Alex- 
ander and Pyrrhus, than that of Charlemagne and 
Henry ; and (hould one wonder at the defaults of the 
King of Macedonia's fon, and at the fmall fortune 
' of the other ? Pray (hew me what men there ever 
were, who had at the fame time the frailties of hu- 
man nature, and the perfections of the divinity.' 

And if thou wilt fearch into Perfia and ^gypt, 

thou wilt find a Cyrus, and an Artaxerxes, Ptolemy, 

1 Pfammeticus, 
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Pfammeticus, Campfon and Tomombois> all great . 
Princes, whofe actions honour antiquity. And 
.how many heroes wilt thou find in our Greece, if 
thou wilt take no notice of thofe whom Rome has 
fent ipto the world ? But not to go out of the 
Ottoman family, thou knoweft very well, that we 
Turks have for proverbial fpeeches, the modefty of 
Solyman ; the good mien of AHs ; the juftice of 
Nonquirevan ; the majefty of Ofman ; the gravity 
of Homer; and the juftice of Abubekir; not to 
mention, the courage and magnanimity of Amurath, 
who is, at this day, more vaTourous»than any of his 
common foldiers ; whether he be in his Seraglio of 
Conftantinople, or in his tents before Babylon. 

Ten days ago I received thy letter, and I have 
employed "a great deal of that time in collefticg 
what thou haft defired of me; and to fpeak truly, 
thy commands have fupplied me with matter where- ' 
'withal to divert me. Thou will be, without doubt, 
furprized, that two men who longferved this King 
in mean employs, have difcovered (everal particulars 
of his life, with which the French themfelves, per- 
haps, are not acquainted. My fentiment has ever 
been. That it is more neceflary to know the man- 
ners and cuftoms of men, than to know the number 
of places they have befieged or taken ; and to be in- 
formed of their good qualities and bad ones, than to 
learn the manner of their encampments, and the 
number of the battles which they have won or loft. 
AH hiftories contain the actions of men, and the 
principal is to know thefe men, to inftru£l others ; 
for hiftories do generally rather divert than inftru£k 
men. Thefe will teach thee better what thou art 
.to learn, than the hiftorians themfelves. Chriftian 
authors ace at prefent like the element, always in 
war, and ever contrary to one another, and never 
agreeing. 

Thcle two abovementioned friends, whostrenow 
very old men, have ferved King Henry above thirty 
.years, and ever held a ftrift correfpondence with 
.one another > one was his barber, and the other's 

buiinefs 
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bufinefs was to divert him with reading to hiffi^ 

.when he was going to reft. 

That which is related of Henry's coming into the 
world without weeping, is certainl)r a fable s but it 
IS certain, the Queen of Navarre, his mother, fung 

. a French fong in the time of his birth ; whereby 
this Princefs feemed to fliew other women, that it is 
poilible to be brought to bed without crying out. 
The firft milk which this royal babe drank, was an 
Ambrofia, which, the gods of our friend, the poet 
Oglou, never tafted : His father made him drink in 
a golden cup,- of the ftrongeft wine that could be 
gotten, wherein he put and fqucczed a dove of 
garlick, which he thought proper to ftrengthen his 
temperament, and render him more vigorous. He 
was afterwards bred up under Cyrus, fpending his 

'firft days in woods, ana oftentimes in the company 
of Ihepherds. He went always with his head bare, 
whether expofed to the fcorcHing heats of the fum- 
mer's fun, or, duruig winter, to the rain, , and 
moft rigorous^ frofts, fnow and hail. It feenis as 
if he had begun his life in prifon ; being confined 
to the fields, diftant from all converfe, clad in 
coarfe haircloth, to accuftom his body to fa- 
tigues, and fupple his fpirits to the accidents of 
fortune. 

He. was but nine years old when he loft his father 
Anthony King of Navarre. The death of this Prince 
may ferve for a leflbn to Muftapha : For, having re- 
ceived his death's wound at the fiege of a confidcr- 
able place, he made the wall of the chamber where 
he lay to be broken down, that he might be carried 
in his own bed, dying as it were in triumph, into the 

.town : Miftrable ambition of great men, who ftrip 
not themfelves of it, till death ftrip them of their 
!ives ! Seven years after the death of Anthony, the 
young Henry was declared head, and defender of 
the nugpnot party ; and, when eighteen years old, 
he was in a connderable fight ; and it is not well 
known, whether he himfelf was engaged. Fortune 
was fo contrary to him in the beginning) that hav- • 
t ing 
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mg loft a battle, he was obliged to flee for fix months 
together with the reft of his army; and to traverfe 
iJmoft throughout all the provinces of the kingdom, 
without -taking any reft, for fearof ^beifig furprized. 
Thou baft never read, I believe, of any Captain 
that madB a flight of that durance, before mm. The 
Queen, his mother^ being a woman of mafculine 
courage, and firmnefs of mint!, died, poifoned by 
» pair of gloves. At nineteen years of age he mar-* 
ried the King^s fifter, who then reigned, named 
Charles IX. and never any wedding was folemnized 
with fuch bloody tragedies. It is hard to believe 
what an infinite number of Hugonots were then 
malTacred ; the d^figii Was fecretly laid, during the 
celebration of thfe wedding, and executed fix days 
tfter, at full noon. It is'faid, that, in one day, all 
f'rancc was d^ed With the' blood of thefe poor peo- 
ple, there being at leaft an hundred thoafand of 
them flain, amongft which were twtn\ty Lords of 
fereat confideration, with the great Admiral of the 
kingdom ; and, at the feweft, four thoufand foldiers 
maffacred in Paris. Henry did not perifh on that 
^inhappy day, but he was very near death j and the 
King having called him, thus fpake to him, with an 
angry tone and fierce countenance, ' Henry,' t^u 
' art alivebecaufe I would fpare thee, but I will not 
* fpare thee, if thou perRft in thy herefy: chufc 
' otie of thefe two things, either the mafs or death.' 
if thou knoweft not what the mafs is, I Avill fliew 
thee in another letter. This Prince chofe to go to 
mafs, rather than to lofe his life; and therefore 
publickly abjured the religion he profefled. Thefe 
two old men affirm, that Nero or Caligula*s court 
was never corrupted as' that of France Was then. 
No people were more in fafliion than buffoons ; and 
i\€ver did the worft fort of debaucheries fo abound. 
Sorceries, irapoifonings, aflaiEnations, and all other 
forts of crimes, were permitted in fuch a manner, 
Ihatall the laws and good order feemed to be over- 
thrown. It is not known, whether the King of 
Kavarre took up his former religion through policy, 
. Vox. L G Of 
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or fome corruption be faw amongft the Catholicks 5 
however, he returned fome time after* to Calvinifm, 
^hereunto he was fo obftinately addifted, that hav- 
ing lived feveral years in this fe£t, he was forced to 
offtr great violence to.himfelf, to enjoy peaceably 
■ the kingdom of France, accommodate himfelf with 
the Pope of Rome, and to make again publick 
profeffion of the Roman religion* 

Never any Prince more loved women than he did. 
This paffion prevailed over him all the days of his 
life ; and there were two different natures obferv- 
able in his perfon, an invincible courage in the field 5 
and fuch a paflion for women, as made him be often 
feen to weep amongft . them. He has had greater 
weaknefles than Hercules, and he gloried in them. 
He challenged the braveft man in all France, the 
Duke of Guife, to a fingle fight ; but the King in- 
terpofed his authority, to hinder the combaf. 

This King performed an a£tion during his youth, 
which our Dervifes would have certainly fet down in 
iheir regi-fters as greatly remarkable. On a certain 
day wherein he was to fight a pitched battle, being 
on horfeback in the midft of hi§ army, he made 
publick reparation to a young woman whom he had 
deflowered, and fpake in thefe terms : * I have 

* forced this woman you fee here, and ufed threats 

* when entreaties would not bring her to my lufl. 

* Let all that hear me, deteft. the bad example I have 
f given. And as for your part, whom I have thus 

* wropged, chufe an hufband, and receive from me 
f fuch a portion, as may feem in fome fort an amends 

* for the injury I have done you.' 

It Teems as if this {o laudable an action was ap- 
proved of by heaven : for having immediately here- 
upon given battle, he overthrew a mighty army 
with a few troops. 

The Ladies, who bore Henry no ill-will for his 
tendernefs to their fex, greatly interefted themfelves 
in the affairs' of war, wherein this Prince was al- 
ways head of the Hugonot party : and they gave oc- 
cafion to a proverb which lafled a gieat while. 

There 
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There being fome who were for making a peace^ 
and others war ; this war was called The Ladies 
War. This Prince had been in fo many fights, I 
beiieve one may truly fay in this particular, never 
any Prince came near him : for whoever in one day 
was in two battles, and came ofF victorious ? 

King Charles IX. dying during this time, the 
Queen-Mother fent for her oth:r fon in great dih- 
eence, who had been ele£led fome moons before 
King of Poland, by the death of Sigifmund Au- 
guftus. It is faid, that Charles's fucceilbr having 
been advertifed of the death of the King his brother, 
fled in the night from Cracovia only with two per- 
fons who were his confidents, and retired to Venice ; 
and it is faid that the Courtezans of this famous 
city, afiured the crown to our Henry ; for having 
been infedled with the diftemper which the French 
call the Neapolitan difeafe, and other nations the 
French pox, he became incapable of having children 
to perpetuate the crown in the branch of Valois. 

After his, death, which was violent and perpe- 
trated by a Chiiftian Dervife, Henry III. dying with- 
out an heir, and his throne being fought by different 
pretenders, Henry, to whom alone his birth had 
given right, became mafter of it by his patience: 
his fatigues in war, and his courage, made him van- ' 
quiOi all obAacles. He maintained his right with 
an unparalleled valour, and carried him(elf with the 
greateft prudence ; yet his greateft fuccefles are 
owing to the greatnefs of his heart. He met fome- 
times with diiadvantage, but oftener came out con- 
queror from all engagements ; and it is obfervable, 
he was the prouder after the battles won, becaufe he 
had before appeared extraordinary familiar with the 
'foldiers who had helped him to win them. He was 
wont to be often in jiis ftables to fee his horfes; and 
often flept amongft thefe creature^, whom he termed 
his moft faithful courtiers. How difficult foever the 
way was which was to lead him to the throne, he 
would not be diflieartened ; thefe difficulties ferving 
only to increafe his courage/ He faw the Spaniards 
- G 2 confe- 
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confederated with his enemies 5 yet he alone, with* 
out any other afliftance but of fome few faithful 
troops, fate down before Paris, which was the moft 
famous fiege fince that of Jerufalem by Titus. He'; 
reduced the inhabitants of this capital of the king- 
dom, to live on the moft abjeft means one can ima- 
gine, after they had confumed the rats, mice, dogs 
and cats, whicn were for fome time the greatcft de- 
licacies the beft people of the town could meet with. 
But he was, for all this, (after he had given feveral 
aflaults} forced to raife the fiege, and accommodate 
himfelf with the Prince, who commands all the 
priefts among the Catholicks ; and he again re- 
nounced Calvinifm, wherewith he was in fecSed, 
and which ferved as a pretence to his enemies- He 
was crowned in the fame manner as his other prede- 
ceflbrshad been before him. He began to govern 
his kingdom, ruined by fo many wars, pillages, and 
conceffions made by all forts of people, and (b re- 
paired it by his good government, that he was foon 
in a condition to embellifli it. He built feveral 
magnificent bridges, raifed ftately edifices, and for- 
got nothing which might re-eftablifli thofe good or- 
ders which the licentioufnefs of the times had over- 
thrown. 

But what this King defigned againft us, as fbon 
as he was fettled on the throne, will appear at the 
fame time to thee both dreadful and admirable. As 
foon as ever he had made a general peace with his 
enemies, he laid the foundation of the moft heroic 
defign that ever man invented, wherein he (hewed 
himfelf not inferior to the firft of the Caefars, nor 
the conqueror Of Afia. 

He undertook to overthrow all the monarchies of 
the world, to give a new face to all the affairs of it, 
and deftroy, in a (hort time, the Empire of the 
Ottomans. But before he began fuch a great enter- 
prize, he was for paying all the debts of the crown, 
and his own in particular ; which amounted all toge- 
ther to near an hundred millions, and it was a pro- 
digious thing to find Xo much money, without fel- 
ling 
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ling the kingdom, or engaging the people ; yet it 
is trur; that he got this money, and paid thofe debts 
•with it. 

He was for dividing Chriftendom into fifteen equal 
dominations, five of which (hould obey Kings that 
were fo by fucceffion, and fix to be fubje<ft to Kings 
that were elective, and the four remaining ihould be 
Republicks. 

By this divifion he left the Pope the countries be- 
longing to the church, and added thereunto the 
kingdom of Naples, with the homage of Sici]y5 
and the greateft part of Italy, modelled into a Re* 
publick ; with obligation to give the Pope every 
year a golden crucifix-^ ani four thoufand fequins- 
Only Venice was left in tne condition it was in, 
with its laws and culloms. But there were allotted 
to this Republick, kingdoms and ifles, which were 
to be taken from us in the Archipelago, with ati 
homage to the Roman Prelate, of an embalfy to 
kifs his feet ; and, at the end of every twenty-five 
years, a fm^Il ftatue of gold, reprefenting St. Peter, 
whom they term God's Vicar on Earth. 

Flanders fliould make a Republick with the reft 
of the Low- Countries, which would be a lofs for 
the . Spaniards ; and to this Republick fbould be 
added fome of the neighbouring Mates. 

The Tranche Compte, Allatia, Tirol and Trante, 
were added to the Democratical State of the Swiflies, 
with the homage every fifteen years of a hunting- 
dog, with a golden collar about his neck faftened to 
a chain of gold, which this Republick fbould pre-p 
fent to the Emperor of Germany. 

The Emperor fliould be obliged to renounce the 
aggrandizing of his family, and only difpofe of va- 
cant Fiefs, the inveftiture of which he fliould not 
beilow on any of his kindred ; and there fliould be 
a law inviolaUy obferved in the Empire, that never 
two Princes of the fame race fliould enjoy fuccef- 
fively the -imperial crown. 

The Duchy of Milan fliould be added to the other 
provinces belonging to the Duke of Savoy, toge* 
ther with the title of King of Lombardy. 

G 3 The 
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The kingdom of Hungary (hould be enlarged with 
the principalities of Tranfylvania, WalachicT, and 
Moldavia : and the King, who was to be elective, 
fhould be chofen by the AiiFrages of the Pope, the 
Emperor of Germany, the Kings of France, Eng- 
land, Spain, Swedeland, Poland and Denmark ; and 
Bohemia {hould be fubmittcd to the fame laws. 

France, England, Spain, Poland, Swedeland and 
Dpnmark, fhould not change their form of govcrn- 
meni, when, for the general affairs, thefe kingdoms 
were to be fubje<St to the univerfal Republick, of 
which the Pope was to be the head. 

Things thus eftabliflied, Henry was to be the um- 
pire of all Chriftendora, to decide all difFerences 
whicH might happen between the aforefaid Princes 
and States, with fifteen perfons chofen from amongft 
the moft famous for learning and arms, which could 
be found among thefe fifteen denominations : andj 
befides thefe there was to be eftabliflbed a general 
council, confifting of fixty other perfons, for all the 
dijfFerences which might happen in all the king- , 
doms and republicks, between thofe who governed 
them ; ^nd this great affembly fhould make their 
refidence in the capital city,. Rome. 

Every ftate was to be obliged to furriifh a certain- 
number of troops, and fum of money, to make war 
Bgainfl: the Turks : and the bufinefs of Poland and 
Swedeland fliould be, to make war together againft 
the Mufcovites and Tartars. There wert after- 
wards three generals, to be chofen by common 
confent, for the conquering of Afia. One for the 
fea, and two for the land : and three hundred thou^ 
fand foot entertained, with one hundred and fifty 
thoufand horfe, and four hundred pieces of can- 
non ; and the naval army was to confift of an hun- 
dred and fifty veffels, and one hundred gallies ; and 
a fund was to be raifed for this, of an hundred mil- 
lions of gold. 

This treafure was to be put into the Pope's hands : 
the ifle of Malta was to be the ftorehoufe of all > 
things belonging to the fea, the port of Meffina the . 

arfenal 
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aerfenal of the gallies, and the city of Metz one of 
the principal magazines for the land forces, 

AH the Chriftian Princes were to be oWiged to 
kOen their ordinary expences, and to contribute tcf 
this great defign according to their ability. 

Xheic were to have been feveral fpies in Conftan- 
tinople in the habit of Greeks, who were perfcdly 
(killed in the Eaftern languages, to obferve the mo- 
tions of our Empire ^ and befides thefe, forty refo* ' 
lijte men, who were^ at a certain time and fignal, to 
fet fire to the Seraglio and arfenal* and feveral other 
quarters of the town. 

"Inhere was found in this Hero's clofet, after his 
death, a Memorial written with his own handy 
wherein he had already marked twelve Ambaffadors 
for feveral places in Chriftendom, for the negotiat- 
ing of fo great an affair ; and the Pope, Republick 
of Venice, and Duke of Savoy, had been already 
acquainted with it. 

In the mean time, the King bad an army already 
of forty thoufand foot, and eight thoufand horfe \ 
and he was, under pretence of viliting the frontiers 
of Flanders, thence to begin the execution of his 
proje<9:, affirming, That as to his own part, he 
had no other pretenfion but the glory of delivering 
Chriftianity from the tyranny of thefe Barbarians* 

It is faid, he applied himfelf for ten years toge- 
ther in fearching the means to make his projecflf 
take; he eave great penftons to the Cardinals at 
Rome, and in Germany to feveral officers > and he 
bad in France, betides the troops I have already 
mentioned, four thoufand gentlemen, who were fo' 
devoted to him, that they were ready to mount on 
horfeback on the leaft order from him. 

He had already fifteen millions in^the Baftile; 
and he that had the fuperintendency of his treafure, 
promifed to add thereunto, in lefs than three years, 
forty more millions, wkhout touching the ordinary 
revenues. 

I have no knowledge of the manner how he would 
divide the eftatea^ of the Sultan^ But Henry was . 
G4 aflaf* 
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aflaflinated juft as he was ready to leave Paris, ti 
begin fo great a work ; being killed in his coach, tit 
the arms of his moft faithful courtiers ; and the fatal 
ftroke which carried hhn out of the worlds deli^ 
vered the Empire of the true Believers : this Em- 
pire^ whofe throne is fo high that it reaches up ta 
the Firft Heaven, whence it fcares thefe Infidels, 
and fecures the good Muflulmen from the tniults of 
the Chriftians. 

One of thefe old men I mentioned, has afTured 
me, he heard the King fpeak thefe following words 
fome days before his death I * I fhall never go out of 

* this town ; I know not what withholds me : I 

* (hall never accomplifti what I defign, never (ee the 

* deftru6lion of Conftantmople j fori am told by 

* Aftrologers, I fliall be killed in a coach, I muS: 

* then always go on foot, and never flir out of 

* Paris/ 

Such was the end of this Prince, fo highly vene- 
rated by the French. He was really a man of great ^ 
courage and great penetration ; and fo much thd 
greater, in that he regarded the deftru<ftion of the - 
Ottoman- Empire, as one of the difficulteft things irf 
the world. And truly^ no other Prin<e did that 
honour to Mahomet nor his fucceflbrs. But yet not 
finding his own forces fufficient to invade and de* 
ftroy the Tuikifti Empire, he invented a chimeri- 
, cal project: to find a poflibility in a thing which ever 
appeared impoilible. 

In the very moment I ani writing, I have received 
certain news of my ruin. If I be not taken off thi« 
time at Paris, I (hall perhaps be more fortunate than 
ever, and more fuccefsfully and fully ferve our great 
Emperor, whofe clemency is equal to his grandeur^ 
and who is above all the powers on earth. Cardi- 
nal Richlieu has fent for me to come to him : I ^ 
therefore finifli this letter in hafle, which perhaps 
will be the laft I write, being greatly afraid I am 
difcovered. If my fear be vain, I (hall learn thee, in 
another letter, the moft remarkable events of Henry's 
Jife. In the mean lime, I am rcfolved and difpofed 

ta 
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Ifo Aiffer the martyrdom. If I die, my dear Egry, 

^e {hall fee one another in the other world j if it 

>c true that we fhall have eyes there, and remember 

I what has paft here below. ' Pray the Great God for 

Affahmut, and take care of thy health. 

Paris, ajih of the ift Moon, 
of the Year 1639. . 



LETTER XV, 

To the lavincible Vizir Azem, at the Camp 
under Babylon. 

r"^Ardinal Richlieu made me come into his pre* 
^ fence, and yet I am alive : he has not attempt- 
ed any thing againft either my life or liberty ; but has 
done me the fame honour, as to other foreign 
Churchmen; for he believes I am of Moldavia, 
calling me Titus, not knowing any more of me 
than ivhat I told him. It feems, on the contrary, as 
if he intended me kindneffes, fuppofing me a bitter 
enemy to the Turks j and perhaps I (hall receive 
fome prefent from him, for having ferved him al- 
ready as an interpreter. I feall tell thee, invincible 
Vizir, what has paft between him and me, without 
any fear of being tedious to thee. I fervethee faith- 
fully, and write to thee as oft as my duty requires. 

As foon as I was in his clofet, he thus fpoke to 
me : ' Titus, What doft thou do in Paris ?^ What 
bufinefs haft thou in this town ? And what i^ really 
thy country ?* I anfwered him, * That I was u 
poor clerk of Moldavia, and came to ftudy divi- 
nity, and be a.prieft; that I knew no better place 
to become wife and learned ; and that I would 
willingly facrifice all things to render him fervice.* 
He afterwards afked me, * Whether I was acquaint- 
ed with any of the Eaftern languages ; and whe- 
ther I had ever been at Conftantinople ? I have 
Jjecn, replied L in this ^reat town when I was a 
G5 *chUdj 
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* child ; and that my father and mother were thei* 

* in flavery. My father is dead, and my mother is 

* married again to a Chriftian Greek. I underftand 
^ Arabick and Turkiih, and am perfectly fkilled in 

* the fchool Greek. What do you mean by fchool 

* Greek ? replied the Cardinal. It is different from 

* the vulgar Greek, anfwered I, which is fo cor- 

* rupted, that learned people will not give them- 

* felves the trouble to underftand it.' He afterwards 
bade me go into a little clofet, where 1 (hould find 
one of his Secretaries, who would need my help; 
where I had no fooner entered, but the See;retarj 
prefented me with a Turkifh manufcript, to turn in- 
to Latin or Italian,"if I could not do it into French. 
I immediately tranflated it into Latin, and now will 
inform thee (wife Minifter and Governor of the 
^reat Empire of the true Faithful) of the contents 
of it. 

The Chriflian Dervifes, called in France Corde- 
liers, keep, as thou knoweft, in Jerufalem, the fe- 
pulchre of their Meilias, by a privilege which Zelinj. 
the Conqueror of Palefline granted them< Xhefe 
Jleligious have neither peace nor truce with the 
Greek Chriftians, and they have fuch differences 
together, as are of ill confequence to all ; they per- 
fecute one another without ceafing, and ipread 
abroad moft bitter Satires againfteach other. Each. 
party makes ill reports to his Superior of that which 
is oppofite, ^d mixes among fome truth, a great 
many lyes, and abfurd ftories. But it appears to me,. 
that the Greeks, who naturally love cabals, and have 
the reputation of great romancers, are more dex- 
trous than their adverfe party to do mifcbief. 

The Chriftian Dervifes have reprefented a great 
many things to this Cardinal, to authorife their pre- ' 
tenfions againft the Greeks, .by means of the French 
AmbaiTador. They not only reproach the Greeks 
with feveral injuftices and violences, but accufe the 
Cadi's of cruelty and tyranny, and the foldiers which • 
guard Jerufalem, of infupportable exactions. Thou 
^Puldft be thoroughly informed^ whether thefe 

complaints 
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etniplaints be on juft grounds : for they affirm, their 
patience is beyond the cruelty of the officers thou- 
employeft ; yet that they can no longer bear the in- 
Iblencies which are now put on them, and are on^ 
the point of hazarding all by a ftroke of defpair.. 
It does not belong to me to be advocate in the 
behalf of thofe who are fubmitted to thy authority,, 
and efpecially of thofe who ought to bear the yoke 
®f the Miahometans ; but it is the duty of Mahmut,. 
thy creature, to inform thee of the true circum- 
ftances of affairs which come to his knowledge. 
Yet, if the oppreffion of the DerWfes be fo great as 
they' make it, thou that art the true light which en— 
lightens the Empire of the Faithful, and fcattcrefr 
the darknefs of it, thou wilt not permit thofe that 
Hve under the publick faith to be opprefled ; and 
that four wretched Greeks (hall be the caufe of fuch> 
diforders as may happen to Paleftine, the complaints 
of which have reached the ears of the greateft 
Princes in Europe, and to whom fuch things may 
give falfe ideas of the government of thofe who are 
chofen by-God to command all the world. Invin- 
cible Baflia, I have difcovered the true circumftances ' 
of this affair, in the Turkifli manu(cript which Car- 
dinal Richlieu's Secretary has put into my hands. 
I have fully difcovered the falfe realbnings of the 
Armenians and Greeks, who- by common confent 
have offered feveral things to the moft venerable 
Mufti, which I am fure thou wilt not approve of; 
for they make moft wrenched excufes, to colour over 
their perfidioufnefs. They fay the Romanifts ought 
to be ill ufed on purpofe to get rid of them from 
Paleftine, being, like the Jews, bitter enemies in* 
their hearts to the welfare of the Empire : that the 
time of the privileges granted by Zelim and his fuc- 
ceffors is expired ; and' that moreover, it is great 
imprudence to fuffer pilgrims to come over' from 
diftant countries, who under pretence of vifiting the- 
holy Sepulchre, and other places which fuperfiitfon 
has confecrated in Paleftine, come to efpy the a6^ions 
pf the Turks> examine the form of their govern - 
G 6 mtrnt,. 
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ment, vifit their places* and raeafure the roads an<t- 
ports which they poffbls on the feas, which may 
prove of difmal confequeni:e to the honour and in- 
tereft of the Ottoman Empire. I cannot inform 
thee hbw this memoir came into Richlieu's hands,. 
but it was either fold or intercepted at Conftantinor 
pie, where it was addreffed. However, I muft not 
forget to tdl thee one remark, which this Minifter 
made, whence thou mayeft guefs,- whether he rea- 
foned like a wife and prudent man : * Were I, fays- 
' he, the Sultan's chief Minifter, I flbould have 

* added privilege to privilege, to the Monks Corde- 

* Hers, not only becaufe juftice requ4res.it, but by 

* reafon of the advantage which might redound^ 

* thereby to the Turks. I would make the ways to- 

* Jerwfalem eafy to all people : I would leflen the: 

* tribute ; the pilgrims (hould be well ufed, the- 

* Chriftians in general, as well as the Cordeliers ;. 

* and I would feverely punifh the officers and fol- 

* dier# who guard Paleftine, and the facred places^ 

* if they did otherwife.' And then turning himfelf 
towards me ; * Does it not appear to thee, fays he», 
' that -the heft way to enlarge a kingdom, is, to pror 

* cure it an advantage which, iiicreafes the number 

* of its fubjefts ? It is not enough that the Prince- 

* (hews the ornaments of his principality y he muft 

* (hew alfo the Prince, otherwife he will be like the 

* Philofopher who was brought into Herod's prc- 

* fence ;» I do not fee, fays the King, any thing elfe 

* but the beard and cloak of a Philofopher. If the 

* Turks do as the Scythians, when they made them-* 

* felves matters of Athens, they will. do better ; for 

* they would not burn the books which were ga- 

* thered together in this famous town, alledging,. 

* That thofe who applied themfelves toiludy^ were 

* riot wont to do any great hurt. If the Chriftians. 

* meditate on death, in vifiting and honouring thcr 

* fepulchres $ the Muflulmans (hould confider, that. 

* if they nrake war againft them, they have only to 

* do with contrite and penitent perfons, who wilfc 
5 therefore be the more eaftly defeated.' 

And 
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And this is afaithful and exa6^ accountof thecon- 
verfation I had with .this chief Minifter of State» 
SuflFer now that I add, as a note of tbejuftice of the 
Chriftians pretenfions, what fome particulars of this^ 
kingdom had given me to underftand, touching the 
juftice and antiquity of the privJleges of the religious^ 
Chriflians at Jerufalem. They make appear, that 
for above three hundred years thefe places do belong 
to the Roman Catholicks ; that Robert d' Anjou 
bought them of the Soldan of Egypt, and made 
thereof a prefent to the Roman church, and put them 
in pofSbf&on not only of the holy Sepulchre, but of 
Calvary, of Bethlehem, and their dependencies ; 
which fettlement lafted till Zelim, who therein con- 
firmed the religious Chriftians, with an augmenta- 
tion of privileges, as foon as ever he had conquered 
Egypt and Paleftine. 

Francis I. King of France, having made an alli- 
ance with Solyman II. he inferted in his treaty an 
article, which confirmed the aforefaid privileges^ 
which were fince folemnly Tenewed, till Amurath's 
time, who is now on the throne of the Muffulmans, , 
(an happy Emperor, ^nd mafter of the univerfe, ^ 
for whofe fake alone the fun enlightens the earth) 
and confirms what his prcdeceflbrs had done in fa- 
vour of the Chriftian Roman Dervifes, whom he has 
maintained, without any regard to the vain preten- 
fions of the Greeks and Armenians, in. their lawful 
poiTeflions of Calvary, the Grotto of Bethlehem, 
and the two little mountains thereunto belonging ; 
and granted to them the keeping of the Stone oii 
which their Saviour Chrift was embalmted, as wel> 
as that of the two fmall Domes covered with lead, 
under which is the holy Sepulchre. 

Thy humble flave Mahmut has an unpleafant taik 
impofed on him by this French Minifter. He de- 
fired me to give him fome memoir in general of 
what I know, and bad me not wonder at his cu- 
jiofity : it being his maxim, to make friend (hip witlv 
all ftrangers of merit, whereby he has learned fe- 
veral important matters, and diftrovered fecrets pf 
great importance 5 and that it lay in my power ta A 

oblig« n 
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cblige him greatly, in givijig him an exaft account 
of the forces of the Ottoman Empire, and whcr& 
they lay mod open to be attacked. I anfwered hinn 
very modcftly, that my bufinefs being only to fay? 
my Breviary, he could iK)t exf»e£^ any great capa- 
tky from me in thefe matters. He fmilingly bad me 
try what I could do in that matter ; yet however, he 
would not lay any thing upon me which might make 
me uneafy ; adding, that though he were a Cardinal' 
and a Prieft, yet he knew fomething more than di« 
vinity, and that feveral Roman Prelates had made 
war with great fucccfs, from §t. Peter's chair. ln% 
fine, I could not but promife to gratify him -y. and 
thou ftalt know in due time, how 1 difcharged my^ 
(elf; for I ihall rather part with my life, than a<St 
contrary to my allegiance. However, I muft avoid: 
giving him caufe to fufpedl me, and acquaint'thee 
alone with the conferences I have had with him. 

The holy Prophet multiply thy line, and that 
the Empire may not want Minifters of thy lineage,, 
and the Great God fo aflift thy valour, that thou 
mayeft fee the Empire of Amurath without bounds* 

Pari», sijth of the ad Mood, 
of the Year 1639.. 



LETTER XVL 

To the fame.. 

THE winter is fo far advanced, that the KingV 
armies lie quiet. It is no fable, that the Dau- 
phin was born with fome teeth, and that no nurfe 
dare prefent him the teat, for fear of beiflg bit with 
them. It is faid aJfo, that there being no women 
to be found about the court which can endure the 
fuckling of him, there is a certain peafant, a very, 
healthful and hardy woman, that has undertaken ' 
that employment. 

Here are four pofts arrived at the fame time ;©ne 
ccmes from Rome, the reft from the armies ; butr 

what 
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what news they bring is not yet known : it is thought 
that he which comes from Germany, brings news of 
Alfatia and Brifac. The King of France is very 
well. Here are great preparations at court for th<- 
Carnival, in which time the Chriftians play a thou- 
fand mad pranks. 

It is commonly faid the Queen is with child 
again. Here are alfo many reports of the Grand 
Signior's ej^pedition, both in prints and news-Jet- 
ters ; and feveral prognoftics are made on his en- 
terprize on Babylon. 

I fliall inform thee by the firft opportunity, what 
is faid here further of our ever-viftorious Emperor, 
and of thee alfo who art his chief Minider, and the 
right arm of his Empire : And at the fame time tell 
thee what news comes from the northern parts ; of 
which, I/uppofe, the Kaimacham.has given thee 
fome notice, as well as the' moft confiderable events 
of the war of Alfatia. The Immortal Being reward 
thee with the taking of Babylon, and all Perfia, a* 
a reward of thy fidelity and vaflour, afid pains thou 
haft taken in ferving faithfully thy mafter ; and give 
thee the good fortune of leadfng Kiumphanthy in 
chains the Sovereign of this Empire, that he may 
be humbled to the killing of the ftirrup of the inyin* 
cible Amurath's horfe. 

Bans, i6th of the ^d MooDi 
of the Year 163 a. 



LETTER XVir. 

To Bekir Bafla, Chief Treafurer to the Grand 
Signior. 

T? LIACHIM the Jew, whom thou thoughteft 
Jtl/ fo^ wife and virtuous a man, concealed his qua- 
lities at Conftantinople, to difcover them more ad« , 
vantagcoufly at Paris. It was not his fault that my 
affairs were not, entireljr ruined. The villain gave 
marks of his treachery, in the very moment he faw 

me 



k 
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me receive the money from Carcoa at Vienna uport 
thy order. I wrote to- thee, I thought this mart 
would be faithful in inftrudting me in the things 
which were neceflary for me taknow, and that I 
would be upon my guard in thofe things wherein he 
might do me mifchief. Thou mayeft eafily imagine 
how I am vexed atprefent ; for I can neither accufe 
him, nor draw from him a juft revenge. He made 
me believe. That a Lawyer's Ton at Paris, a young 
man of great hopes^ having received fome difplea- 
fure from his relations, was refolved to be circum- 
cifed, and embracer the Mahometan religion ; and 
that he would not lofe fo happy an occafion of doing 
me fervice ; and therefore had contrived to hide this 
young man in a clofe cellar, underneath the houfe 
where I lodge, without difcovering tohjm the place 
where he fhould be. He added, he had promifed 
him nioney, and to procure him a confiderable em- 
ploy in Conftantinople ; and that he had, in fine, 
filled him with all the hopes which are wont to be 
given to thofe that through ficklenefs, or temporal 
advantages, forfake the religion of their fathers, to^ 
profefs another. He alfo allured me, I fhould have 
no trouble by this bufincfs, having taken all neceA 
fary care to tranfport his convert immediately to 
Tunis or Algiers, and from thence to Conftantino* 
pie. I yielded to the reafons he alledged, and this 
young man was brought in the night to the houfe 
>vhere I lay, and hid wifhout my feeing him. But 
the next day was not opened without a ftrahge fcene 
in the houfe. I was afioni(hed to fee a woman in a 
great rage ftand before me, demanding fatisfaftioh 
for violating her daughter, and taking away her life; 
charging me with having forcibly carried her away, 
^and then murdered her : And (he made all thefe re- 
proaches in the company of a great many officers of 
juftice. 

Think thon the confufion I was in ; the more I 
denied the crime, the more fiercely they charged it 
on me. I was threatened with death, if I did not 
confefs it, and give the fatisfaftion required of me; 
and at the fame time, this fly Jezebel gave a fign to . 

one 
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•ne at the rogues her companions to go down to 
Aich a place, and brine; up her daughter, who was 
found alive in man's cloaths, and melted into tears. 
It figniiied nothing to ailedge reafons to prove my 
innocency ; fo that I was forced, at laft, to throw 
out to thefe hungry wretches, all the money I had, 
and they withdrew not, till they had abufed and re- 
viled me, in a moft bitter manner. They got from 
me about an hundred and eighty-four fequins of 
gold, and about an hundred piafters of filver. Elia- 
chtm has the confidence to affirm, he knew nothing 
of the cheat ; and thinks to juflify himfelf in faying^ 
that if he, who is a Jew, was deceived by this young 
man, who pretended to become a Turk, there were 
a thoufand French people who had been cheated in 
like manner. I fliall not here mention what I aU 
Jedged to him to make him own his perfidiqi^fnef?, 
this being fruitlefs. On the other hand, reflecting 
on the employ I had, and my prefent circumltances, 
it appeared to me neceiTary to difTemble this truth, 
and to wait for foine favourable occafion to fend thw 
villain out of Paris, and to lay fome fnare for him a( 
Conftantinople. I give thee notice of this event for 
two reafons, that I may have more money, and pro- 
vide for my fafety ; .believing myfelf in great danger, 
as long as I live where fuch a fellow comes. I fnall 
not mention the interefts of Mahmut's life ; for I 
fhall ever think it well fpent, (hould it be loft in 
the Sultan's fervice, who is the only prop of the 
univerfe. 

Thou wilt not want opportunities, wherein thou 
mayeft draw out of Eliachim's purfe the money he 
has robbed me of ; neither wilt thou want means to 
remove from me (b dangerous a companion. Thou 
ihouldeft know, what the Chriftians, who are al- 
ways irreconcilable enemies to the Jews, fay of 
them ; they affirnn that thefe infamous wretches are 
the (laves of all nations, excepting Turkey ; and 
efpecially in Conftantinople, where they are maf- 
ters ; they are, at the fame time, carefled and curfed ; 
in the midft of abundance, they appear always mife- 

rable i 
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rable; and yet they lay hands on all others proper^ 
tres. They add, that they be vagabonds like 
Ulyfles, yet, in whatever place they are, they find a 
country like Homer; that they are all perfidious^^ 
and in publiclc affe^i to appear religious ; but live 
in grievous difordcr and luxury in their own houfes,. 
flicking at no fort of crimes; bragging, that thouglr 
it be not permitted them to purchaie lands, yet they 
have found means to get into their hands a great 
part of the gold in Europe. The Chriftians aIfo« 
fay, their number muft needs be great, feeing they 
never go to war ; and there are none amongft them, 
that do not marry. They are, fay they, ever 
cowards and poltroons, where there's any danger or 
pains ; but bold, when they forefee any certain gain 
in the markets they make. They never fpeak the 
truth, but when it is to deceive ; they are ever liars,, 
and there's no impiety or facrilege at which they 
will fcruple ; and thefe fame Chriftians affirm, they 
will commit, one time or other, fome horrid crime in 
our great Imperial city ; being the Turks concealed 
enemies, though they put great confidence in them. 
I have written to Carcoa, to fend me fpeedily fome 
aliiftance 5 and 1 have been forced to borrow money 
of this fame Eliachim, that traitor who has brought 
me into the condition I am in. He could not 
deny me, though he pleads (like a rogue as he isjl 
extreme poverty. 

This trick which has been put upon me, will 
oblige me henceforward to keep a VaTet, but I will 
take one fo little, that no man (hall reproach me 
with chufing much of an /// thing. Abandon not the 
poor Mahmut, who prays God that he would give 
thee all forts of profperities, and make thee live in 
perfect health ! And wiflies that all the monarchs of 
the Infidel nations may become flaves to the Sultan,, 
who (hall be ever invincible ! and that their richest 
may increafe the treafure thou guardeft*. 

Paris, »5ih of the ad Mood, 
of the Year 1619* 



f 
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LETTER XVIIL 

To Carcoa at Tienna^ 

IHave received the money thou didft fend mc, and 
immediately loft it ; yet without .my fault. 
Bekir, the Treafurer, has been informed by my let* 
ters of the lofs I fuftained, and of another affair 
which is not jieceffary for thee to know. I alfo writ 
to him, I expedied a fpeedy fupply from thee j for I 
fhould demand it of thee. The Grand Signior's tti^ 
tereft requires', that thou doft not oblige me to give 
ibee any other reafon, and that thou deferreft not to 
fend me, as foon as may be, a fufiicient fum of 
money. I can only inform thee, that in the attempt 
vrhich was made on me» I loft only what I can re- 
cover. My life is in fafety, and by a miracle, my 
affairs in the fame condition ; for nobody has, as 
yet, difcovered who I am. If thou writeft any thing 
to Eliachim the Jew, be fure be careful, and do no( 
truft him more than need. 

Send without lofs of time to the Porte the packet 
I addreiled to thee, and let me not languifh in Paris 
in the expe6tation of money. It is true, gold is a 
rare commodity, becaufe every body deiires it. In 
this great town of Paris, one may fooner find an 
hundred faints, than one liberal perfon. The French 
fays, it belongs only to fots to be free of their 
money; that a man (hould fuccour his friend with 

Cod counfel, and there's ijo need of any thing elfe. 
arn, Carcoa, to have nolneed of other peoples 
help, and have a care of bdng too free. Men that 
are accuflomed to receive good turns, are generally 
wont to reckon them as debts. 

The vanity of that Philofopher, who died with 
mifery, is a great example of mens infolency. When 
Pericles would give him fome fuccour to prolong his 
life, he had the audacioufnefs to fay to him, * Thou 

* carrieft 
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• carrieft oil, O Pericles, bccaufe thou haft need of 

* a lamp/ 

The Sovereign Moderator of all things keep thee 
from falling into necei&ty : This is the beft wifb { 
the poor Mahmut can make for thee, in the lo>^ 
cftate he finds himfelf. 

Paris, Z5th of the ift Mooo» 
of the Year 1639. 



LETTER XIX. 
To Dgnct Oglou. 

BIRKABEB*s father was a rich man in Arabia, 
and his virtue was equal to his riches. He had 
nineteen children, who all died of the fame dtftem- 
per, when they arrived to fome years. Never fa- 
mily was more united and regular. Birkabeb was 
naturally of a quiet, foft temper, but fo holy a man, 
and at laft died fo poor, that a thief coming into his 
chamber one night to ft^al, and finding nothing, he 
called him to him, whilft he was going away, and 
gave him his bed, as not being willing he (hbuld de- 
part empty-handed, and lofe bis labour. Bcinz 
forced after this to lie on the floor, he received a(- 
fiftance from heaven by the hands of his wife ; and 
fcarce were twenty Moons paft fince this adventure^ 
but there happened another more ftrange than the 
former; for he became on a fudden very rich, and 
at the fame inftant ceafed to be wife. He had a 
wife of as haughty a difpofition, and noify humour, 
as his was quiet and liumble. This woman kept 
the flocks, and, with a florid youthfulnefs, was en- 
dued with great beauty; and it is not known by 
what accident, a Prince of the race of the Sophy 
of Perfia, who fled from his Sovereign's difpleafure, 
met with her. It is certain, that having recom- 
mended himfelf to her, and intreated her to fave his 
life, and not difcover him, (he led liim into a very 

thick 
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thick wood, which was never frequented ; where 
the Prince lived for fourteen years concealed. But, 
powmg at length tired with this fort of life, he 
perfuaded this woman to go to Ifpahan difguifed in 
Ban's apparel, and find Arfamus, who had been hia 
Governor, and was a faithful and wife man; who 
would give- her money and jewels, and a water 
which would fo difguife his countenance, that his 
neareft friends could not know him; by which' 
means he might hold on his way to Rhodes as he 
had determined. This woman foon arrived at If- 
pahan, with the Prince's tokens, which were fome 
ftrange chara<fters, and. a ring, which he ufually 
wore; which Arfamus knowing, he intrufted her 
with a confiderable fum, and feveral diamonds, toge- 
ther with a little golden pot, wherein was this water 
heforcmentioned. This meffenger returninc; in lefr 
than forty days time, found the Prince dead in the 
grotto, where he withdrew, with a paper in his 
hand, wherein he entreated the firft which chance 
ftouW bring thither, to bury his body at the foot of 
» fair oak near by; and alfo intreated the party 
which had bis ring, to carry it to the Sophy, and 
heg pardon for the offence he had given him. Birk- 
abeb's wife then difcovered to him all that had hap- 
pened ; led him into the wood ; fhewed him the 
Jiead Prince, the letter, the ring, and the precious 
ftones.; and only referved to herfelf the fecret of the 
water, which (he would not intruft him with. Hav- 
ing after this refolved to go to the Sophy, they went 
together, by whom they were well received and 
laden with riches. Birkabeb took up his abode at 
I^p>ahan, tarrying there four years, and there led a 
voluptuous and difhoneft life. Whilft his wife leav- 
ing him, ran away with a young Perfian, and made 
feveral different voyages into Afia, under feveral fi- 
gures, and by means of the water which fhe had re- 
ceived of Arfamus, (he deceived her hu{band> and 
as many lovers as (he pleafed. ^ . 

The unhajipy Birkabeb, being by his wife's lewd- 

Qefs become again poor^ refolved at laft to return to 

V his 
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his own country, where he died in his houfe, full of 
years, and in fuch repute for holinefs, that the corn- 
mon report is, he wrought divers miracles. He left 
four fons, of which I knew only Ababar, who is he 
thou mentioneft in thy letter. And this is all I can 
tell thee of Birkabeb, of his Ton, and grandfon Aba- 
bar, whom I look upon as a very honed man, and 
in whom I believe thou m'ayeft put confidence ; yet, 
with this refleftion, Th?it he which is honeft no^^, 
may ceafe to be fo. Salute this perfon from me, 
and continue to love me. Anfwer my firft letter, 
if thou hail not done it ; and this hft alfo^ if it be 
not too troublefome to thee. Farewell. 

Paris, 15th of the od Mooo, 
of the Year 1639. 



LETTER XX. 

To Egri Boynou, the White Eunuch. 

I Am ftill alive, and in health ; my fear has proved 
vain, and I have efcaped the Cardinal's hands 
without any danger i which will make me hope the 
fame good fortune, (hould he ever fend for me 
again. But thou (halt not know his bufinefs with 
me, that being a fccret I am obliged to conceal. 

Thou haft, I hope, received the long letter I 
wrote thee, containing feveral particulars of Henry 
IV/s life. I fend thee now feveral of his fayings, 
which may be termed fentences. Read them with 
attention, they are as pleafant as profitable for 
Muftapha's ufe ; who will find this great King to 
have had an invincible courage in adverfity, and 
great clemetfcy and generofity when he was in bis 
profpefity : He was valour itfelf amongft the foldiers, 
wife and pleafant amongft his courtiers, terrible in 
battle, eafy and free amongft the ladies, full of heat 
when any adion offered itfelf, and courteous and 
affable to all forts of people. 

Henry 
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Henry died in the fame manner as mofl: of our 
Sultans, that is to fay, a violen^t death. He had lived 
fifty-feven years, and feme months, and reigned 
about twenty years. Sejreral of his courtiers named 
him, like the firft Caefar, All Womens Hulband ; 
becaufe it was helieved, he never faw any that he 
fancied, but he obtained her. He had fourteen 
children, fix by the Queeny and the others by four 
of his miftreffes. She was called the Beautiful Ga- 
brielle, of the family of Eftee, feemed to have more 
power on his heart, than all others j he often car* 
fl'ed her about with him in. his army, and to the 
places he befieged in perfon- Henry was wont to 
fay, It was as difficult to know how to love well, to 
prepare a feaft, and to dance at the fame timoagree- 
ably, as to draw up an army for battle, confming 
of feveral nations. 

And when he was more advanced in years, he 
faid, He loved dancing, for it made him appear 
young ; he loved play, for it (hewed he could be 
>ogry; and ladies, becaufe he faid, he belteved a 
man ought to love all the days of his life. 

He was fo impatient at play when he lofl, that he 
feemed to be as much concerned at the lofsof an hun- 
dred crowns, as at the taking of a city from him. 

He often difguifed himfelf like a peafant, to ^p- 
preach his miltrefs without being known; and he 
h^s often carried on this humour to that degree, as- 
to drive afles laden with fruit, and fometimes carry 
a trufs of hay ort his (boulders. 

When he was peaceably fettled in his kingdom, 
he faid to thofe who were his greateft intimates. 
That he that grew weary at difficulties, did not de- 
ferve thofe things which might be acquired without 
trouble. I faw myfelf a King, faid he, without 
having a kingdom, an hufband without a wife, a 
captain without foldicrs, and liberal without having 
*ny thing to give. I have had, in fine,, a kingdom, ^ 
children in lawful marriage, my troops are nume- . 

fous, aildj pan difpofe of feveral millions. J 

This 
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This Prince has been wounded feveral times^ has . 
received three wounds in the wars, and three others 
on his throne, in the calms of peace. The adtions 
which have gained him moft glory, have been, the 
winning of four battles, whence he came out con- 
queror, having very few troops, and his enemy ha- 
ving very numerous armies : The general peace he 
gave to Europe j the reconciliation of the Venetians 
with the Latin church, which had excommunicated 
them I and the great project I fpake to thee about 
in my foregoing letter. 

. The Pope's Nuncio having one day afked him, how 
long he had made war? His anfwer was, ^ All the 

* days of my life; and my armies have never had 

* any other General bnt myfelf.^ He was feen 
once for forty hours together on horfcback, and he 
led at that time an unhappy life, yet he bore up 
with an invincible courage, which made his foldiers 
call him the King of Iron. At the fame time he 
held a morfel of coarfe bread in one haqd, he would 
with the other form on the ground the defign of an 
entrenchment ; and when he would {hew his friends 
the fineft gallery of his palace, he would at the fame 
time lead them down into his ftables to fee his horfes. 
He was wont to fay, ^ That a King who would 

* reign happily, muft not do all things which he 
^ may.' He had fuch a greatnefs of mind, and was 
fo merciful, that he pardoned thofe who confpired 
againft his life. He fhewcd oft to thofe that were 
about him, a foldier that was a ftranger, and had 
wounded him in a battle^ whom he recompenfed for 
Going his duty, and made him ene of his guards. 

Though he was not learned, yet he read books of 
his religion, and took a (ingular pleafure in hiftory, 
and converting with learned men. Hearing one 
night the Annals of France, and being almolt half 
afleep in his bed, he bad his reader continue hi« 
reading, for he would fleep no more that night. 

Having laid fiege to a moft important place, in a 
moft cold feafon, he ftepped one ni^ht, writpt up ia 
bis cloak, to the places where the Ubourers were at 

work. 
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work) and heard. a foldter there curfing both God 
and himfelfi yet, without concerning himfelf any 
farther, he whifpered in the foldier s ear, ' God 

* hears thee, and the King too, for ought thou 

* knoweft j if thou canfl not work, hoI4 thy peace 

* and be gone.' The night following, the King 
fetting to work himfelf, to excite others, he caufed 
this foldier to be called unto him, and thus fpoke ta 
him, ^ Help me to remove this earth, and do not 

* fwear, for now the King hears thee.* 

To correal the vices, the injuftices, and violences 
of others, he did hot ufe leflbns, but gave examples. 
And one day, that he heard one of his Captains in a 
rage, for that his creditors had feized on all he had,, 
to his horfe and fword, he thus fpoke to him } *• L 

* that am thy Sovereign have paid my debts ; and 

* fold all that I am worth for that end ;. and thou 

* that art my fubjeit oughtcft to do the fame thing, 
^ without murmuring :' And then taking him apart# 
he gave him fome jewels to help him out. 

He often (hewed the Marihal de Biron to hi» 
friends, and thus fpoke to .them about this Captain r 

* This man knows how to a6^, as well as talk ; and^ 

* I have a gr^at love for him/ Yet he fome time 
after caufed htm to be put to death, having three 
times pardoned his difloyalty. This Captain having 
continued his plots againfi his life, and againft the 
fbte;' yet remembering he had loved him, he would 
fpare one pajt of the mame of his puni(hment, and 
therefore ordered he fliould be executed in prifon. 

A fcholar, two monks, and a fool, attempted a^ 
feveral times to kill him ; and, as 1 have already 
told thee, he was feveral times wounded, and, at laft^ 
received a mortal (Iroke. A woman that had under-* 
taken to poifon him, was burnt alive; and thi% 
foolifli creature faid at her death, thinking to leflen 
her crime, ' That having forefeen the King was to 

* have been ftabbed to death by the hand of a Ruf- 

* fian, (he would therefore procure him the more 

* eafy and honourable death/ 

Vol. I. R ' Henry 
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Henry extremely loved liontini' ; and oUc day ^ 
iitg in purfuit of a ftag, and far dmant from his com* ' 
pany, a areat fpedrimi appeared to fafm, widi a blad; 
and terrible coantenance« vidi all the equipage of a 
feunter, haying a leajh of do|6»and faid Chefe words 
to hkn in a difnial tone ; ^ ExpeA me> and fcciar 
' met repent and amend thy life i dcxft ihoti a^sder- 
^ ftand me V Thou mayeft eafdy bdievc, this Vifion 
did not a little difturb him. Yet be was mim trou- 
bled at what a peafant one day told him» who fpoke 
to him with great freedom ; ted his diicourft gave 
him that diflurbance^ which he couJd never get rid 
of. This man talked to the Prince ofter^ with great 
iamtliarity when he found him in the field ; and one 
Aiy held this difcourfc to him : * "We arc here 

* two men i thou art a great Kin^;, and I a poor 

* Peafant ; yet I am perhaps a better toBn, bccaufc 
^ I am more innocent ; I have faid all thegood I can 
♦of thy perfon to my friends, being fenuble of thy 

* juftice, thy bounty and liberality : But all thcfc 

* virtues are norribly foiled by a grievous vice, which 

* God will never forgive thee, unlefe thou Icaveft it 
•off; thou committeft, great Prince, •ontinual 

^ adulteries,* 

h is certain, this Prinee acltndwledged to ftsme of 
bis con^dents. That he had that day heard in pr- 
ticular a preacher, who, without any ikill in theo- 
](ogy and rhetorick, had more moved him than all 
the doflors of the Sorbmine put together could do; 
This Sorbonne is a college in Paris, famous for 
learned divines. 

This Prince put a pleafant trick on his ConfclRr* 
who often urgxd him to ferfake his miftrefies, and 
content himiSf with the embraces of his wife. He 
ordered ia cook, who was wont to drefs this doiftor's 
viduals, to give him nothing to eat but partridges } 
which fo greatly tired himt that he could not forbear 
complaining to the King h!mfelf, that this cook v^as 
fo wilful and humourfome, that he wouM let him 
have nothing but partridges ; fo that he grew f^ , 
weary with tb;^ kind of tood. as n»de him fick at 

the 
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ike dum^s of it : The Prinoe only aniWered him^ 
^ Always the Queen, always partr idg^es.* 

Bq loved learned men^ and was a great patron of 
them; yet he iaid. That neceffity obliged him to 
feUow arms, bat had he been left to his own indina* 
tton, he would have chofen to have been .a fcholfir. 

Hs had no great eAeem for Phyiicfaas $ as believ^^ 
ing die& kind of people wifh ill tp men ; being of 
Tiberius's mind, who thought that a man of thirty 
years of age needed them not. 

But, on the contrary, he moft efteemed Hiftorian^^ 
and^ gave penfions to feveral of them in Germany, 
Itsdv, and other places ; faying oft. That if any one 
could find the books of Titus Juivv, vrbkh are want- 
ing, and thofe of Tacitus, that ne would willin^l v 
beftow on him the fame gift of three cities, whic^ 
Xerxes made to a Greek jCgptain : The one for 
bread, the fecond for wine, ano the third for doath- 
ii^: And therefore there are above fifty authors who 
have writtien his hiftory. He envied Auguftus, by 
reafim of the haj^inefs of having fo many le.su'ned 
men in his reign ; and that he more efteemed 
Maecenas, living a peaceable citis^n at Rome, than 
Alexander triumphiiigover all Afia ; and that Mse*- 
cenas's patronizing and recompenfing itIt|ftriou$ fa\en 
that excelled in Rome in all aits, had rendered his 
name immortal, together with that of his^Sovereign. 
He bewailed the great pains he had taken, to ob- 
tain the command of others; and for his having 
learned nothing himfelf ; affirmii^. It had been bet- 
;ter for him to have learned to conimand himfelf. 
He was alio wont to fay. That a wife Prince ought 
-never to refufe a peace, unlefs it be found more pre- 
judicial than war* 

Being one day converfing with theSpaniih Am« 
baffiu)or> he began to talk very faft ; ana perceiving 
the aftooifliment of this minifter, * Yoy fee, fays 

* he, that I can fttll mount on horfeback, and march 
^ on foot too, if it be neceiTary ; and that the gouc 

• has not deprived me of the ufe of iny legs/ Hit 
valour was fo admirable, that a grandee of opain be- 

kg ata ceiemony^ wherein the fword of ih49 Prince 
H 2 was 
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was carried naked before him, he ftopt openly him 
that carried 4t, and kiflfed it, faying,' He did this 
honour to the fword of the firA and chiefeft Captain 
of the world. 

A chemift one day prefented him with a receipt 
to change lead into gold, to whom he anfwered, in 
making a large empty coffer to be brought to him, 

• When thou haft filled this coffer with the metal 

• thou talkeft of, come to me, and 1 will give thee 

• as much lead as thou wilt have/ 

Being at Fontainbleau, a place famous fmce feve- 
ral ages, and (hewing all the buildings there to a 
foreign Prince, who told him when he had fhewed 
him the chapel, * That he had lodged God 'in too 

• narrow a compafs ;* He anfwered, ' That God 

• was better lodged in the heart, than in great edi- 

• fices of ftone/ 

' When hedrew the defigns againft thcMufllilmans, 
which I mentioned in my other letter, he did ao ac- 
tion of gencrofity very beneficial to the Moors, who 
were driven out of Spain; permitting above fifty 
thoufand men, who had paft.the Pyrenees, to em- 
bark themfelves in the ports of Provence and Lan- 
guedoc, to retire into Africa. I cannot call to mind 
that time, without bewailing the lofs of a million of 
perfons, who perilhed by divers accidents and mi- 
ieries. 

After a battle, wherein Henry run a great hazard, 
he faid, * He had often fought for vidory, but at 

• this time he fought for his life.' 

He had ufed more boots than, fhoes ; and he 
vaunted he had been lefs time in bed, than the Duke 
of Mayenne had been at table $ this latter command- 
ing then the army of the League. . 
. This Kirtg dcfired to be thought a real father to 
his fubjedls j he therefore applied himfelf in fearch- 
ing the means of redreffing the infamous abufes of 
the bar ; but he advanced not much in the bufincf?, 
v^hatever care he ufed ; it being impoffible for him 
to bridle the covetoufnefs of the Lawyers, and' to 
hinder the length of fuits, or correft the injuftice of 
Judges, to leave nothing to be done by his fuccefibr^. 
A He 
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'fle feemed to be much troubled many times, when 
he fpoke of thefe kind of things, in that there was ia 
Paiis mofc courts and lawyers, than in all the vaft 
Empire of the Turks ; his defign being, after the 
example of the Muflulmans, to make all fuits, which . 
were everlafting by the knavery of the lawyers, to be 
decided in three days. And he therefore defigned alfo 
to burn the books of all thofe who had written infi- 
nite cemmentaries on this fubjed; which ferved on ly^ 
to ruin the people, and caufed oftentimes amongft 
relatioAs* friends, and neighbours, fuch' broils, as, 
maybefaid to do more mifchief.than a civil warJ 
He affirmed, that in imitating herein the Turks, he' 
Ihould life his fubjefts as his real children, and hinder 
them from devouring one another^ that he would* 
caule £&airp nails and razors to be fattened to the^ 
feats v/here the judges fat, that thofe who fuffered* 
tbemfelves to be corrupted, might fit thereon : And 
'iAd6ed, in this particular, 1 cannot but wonder at the 
Chriftians blindnefs. - » 

We ice oftentimes decided in one only campaign 
the differences of two great ftates ; but a fuit in law 
for twenty fequins (hail often laft a man's whole 
life, and perhaps be entailed on his heirs- 

But hear a remarkable example of the fmcerity of 
this Sovereign. There were who would have per-* 
Mdcd him to have apprehended the Duke of Savoy, 
who came to Paris to terminate fome jdifFerences he 
had with him. . He anfwered thofe that advifed him 
with this, ' That Francis the Firft, one of his pre- 
' deceflbrs, had taught him, a Prince was more 
obliged to do what he had promifed, than to ob- 
tain what he defired ; that it was in his power tQ 
have apprehended a Prince far more confiderable, 
but would not do it, fufFcring the Empetor Charles 
the Fifth to pafs out of his kingdom, who had 
come thereinto on his word. After this, added 
he, fliall Henry give fufch an example to Princes ? 
If the Duke of Savoy has often broke his word 
with me, it does not therefore follow I muft imi- 
tate him : Crimes can never be authorized by ex* 
anaplcs/ The fame Duke of Savoy having afked. 
H 3 him. 
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him» ^ What revenue he drew from hi$ kingdom f* 
He anfwered him in thefe tenns, ^ I draw as much 
^ as I will, becaufe I make my felf beloved ; whewe> 

* it is, that my fubje&s count all our eftates are 

* common.' 

He anfwered very pleafantly to a Prince's envoy, 
who came with a compliment of condolance for the 
death of bis fon, who had been dead near a year ^ 

* That he was no longer grieved at the lofs, ieeing 
' God had given two more (ince/ 

A Captain of great reputation having faid^ * That. 

* the King's liberalities, though feveral times reite- 

* rated, could not oblige him to love him ;' Henry 
fent him word, * He would heap fo many favours on 

* him, that he would force him at laft/ 

He often ufed this proverb, ' More fltfs are taken 

* with a drop of honey, than a tM of vinegar.' 

A Monk entertaining him one day about military 
affairs ;^ Open your Breviary^ father, (aid be^ aooi 
^ Hiew me where you learned thefe fine leflbas.* 

One day a Taylor prefenting him* with a book of 
politicks, he faid to the Chancellor, who was there 
prefent : * Monfieur Chancellor, cut me out a fuit 
^ ofcloaths; here's a Tayfoii who underibncfo your. 

* tmdt, and tells me how I (ball eovem my kingdbm.' 
One day, when tho Pope'»]Nttnc]o was at a greaf 
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tuSb^ iKrkeiie there wem between iwenty and mrty 
ladies of great beauty^ be told thie prelace, * He 
^ bad been ia leveral baHles, but never found him- 
* ielf in fo great danger before* 

Nothing feem^ more agreeable thaai the anfwer ke 
made to the Plovoft of tl^ merchants at Paris, wha 
was urgent with him to confent to an impoft, which- 
was to be laid on the fountain of tlie town, to ftiT'^ 
iiiih the expences of forty deputiesof Switzecs, who 
came into France to renew then: ancient alliance 
with this Icingdom ; and his anfwer was. That this 
magiftrate ftouMirnd fome other expedient, than to 
change wates into wine $ which was a miracle that 
never any body wrought but Jefus Chrift} who is^ 
as tbou knowefl, the Chriftians Saviour; and for 
thy furthec iafirudioias, it is ncceilary for thee to 

knoWft. 
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koowr^ the Switzcrs love wine above all ttrings ia 
thcworld, and that not without reafon. 

This Prince went to the wars at the age of fifteen, 
and at fcventeen killed an enemy, and in the year 
following he favcd the life of one of his captaifw, 
and bad his horfe killed under him. He was in five 
battles, land in more than an hundred combats, and 
at the fiege of above two hundred places. He fuf- 
tained fevcn different wars, in which his enemies 
acknowledged, that he had fifty armies upon him at 
feveral times, and in different places, and always 
Q(>t»ned fome confiderabic advantage. 

Thofe that have given him the term of Great, 
have given him his true name. He was highly ef« 
teeme4 by ^11 nations j and thou knoweft very well, 
that pur Sultans, though the mightieft monarciis i^i 
thp uniyerfe. hay^ aidinired this great Prinze's fqr- 
I^M 9p(i valour. 

A^QvcfifiyHiftorians have written hh life } abpvf 
'&c l^ujarcdEpets have pttbli&ed his praifcs. 

I will leave thee at prefent the liberty of compare 
ixkg tliis Kipg with thofe whom thou wilt chufe ^om 
amoo^ tbelicrQes. 

If Mahomet XI. has not done more than him, he 
IMyJ^^fWTOWfpd to him in warlike adipns, with 
^ djperefi(C«:» th^t King Henry conquered thp 
QauU who wei€ of his patrimony, and Mahomet 
conquered twelve kingdoms and an empire, becaufp 
h^ vm Derfuade4 that aU the earth belonged to him» 
tknry fubduird the city of Paris, and Mahomet 
mjjde himfelf matter of Conftantinople. 

The King of France left an infinite number of 
tiarks behind him of his grandeur, on marble, and^ 
ID the writiQ^s Qf famous author^, aod Mahomet 
left only on his tomb, thofe which iheweduwhat hie 
had defigned to execute, but never could do it, whic^ 
~ras, to take Rhodes, and fubdue proud It^y. 

We muft alfo acknowledge^ therie was neyet foun/i 

I any Mahometan Prince, the adfnirable demencf 

r Henry, ihewing himfelf herein greater than ia 

tpquHhing his enemies : Contrary to Mahomet,, 
H 4 who» 
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who (hewed only great kindnefs to an ox, whom he 
caufed to be carefully My becaufe he would never 
forfake the tomb of his m^fter, whom that Prince 
had killed, abiding always by it, and expreffinghis 
forrow by horrible bellowings. On all other occa- 
llons he was very cruel; far from the humour of 
this French King, who heaped benefits on thofe 
who drew blood of him. Mahomet, by a barbarous 
cruelty, caufed the bellies of twenty of his innocent 
pages to be ript open, to difcover him that had eaten 
a melon in his garden. 

Henry was a great lover of ladies, and an extreme 
admirer of that fex ; and Mahomet, jealous of the too 
great beauty of his miflrefs, cut off her head himfelf 
in a full Pivan. And* farther, if Mahomet gave, in 
the eaft, a great example of juftice, in putting his 
own Ton to death, for deflowering th^ daughter of the 
Bafla Achmet in a bath ; Henry gave a greater in his 
twn perfon, in repairing at the head of his army^ 
the outrage offered to a young girl, from whom he 
Could not fear any vexatious confequences. 
' Be fure, however, to be filent in the judgmerits I ' 
make, and (hew thyfelfdifcrect, if thou iiicendeftto 
hold any correfpondence with me, 

; Imitate the bees ; gather from fo rmny Bowers 
prefented thee, what appears to thfee the fweeteft 
aiul moft proper to form Muftapha's rtiiftd, and fup- 

^ple his fpirit like wax, 

I could relate to thee more things touching this 
Henry, but there's no n^ceffity of writing all ; -that 

-thou mayeft have fpace to imagine what fuch a 
Prince might have ddnfe, who had re-eftabliflied his 
fortune by his valour alone. 

Let .me know of thy departure; and when thou 
ihalt arrive at the place of thy retreat, forget not 

4hy faithful, friend Mahqiut, who wiflies thou mayeft 

.prove an hkppy tutor to the fon of a Prince, and a 

.'faithful minifter to a wife Emperor. 

, Paris, iSth of the ad Moon, 
of the Year 1639. 

' ' ,THE END or TH« SECOND B00«, 
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BOOK III. 

LETTER L ^ 

To Muflu Reis EfFendi, Principal Secretary 
of the Ottoman Empire. 

SCARCE had I finiflied my letter to Egrr 
Boinou, when news jcame from the coaft of 
Provence, of fa extraordinary and fcandaJous 
an event, that I cannot but inform thee» who art a 
wife and experienced per fon, of it; and becaufe I 
would have thee fet it down in the facred Regif- 
ter>books of the Empire of which thou haft the 
charge. 

Aifam BalTa, a Corfary of Algiers, died at the age 
of forty years ; the relation of whofe death waa 
attended with fuch horrid circumftances, that even 
the enemies of the Alcoran do deteft them. 

It is faid, that being fenfible he was near his end,. 

hecaufed two youngChriftian flavestobeftrangled,. 

who were nobly deicended, and for whofe ranfonrt 

H 5 great 
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great ftims^ of mojief might have been cxpcfted^ 
witliout atledgmg any rcafon for hb cruelty ; nay, 
after he had confefled he bad no caufe of complahit 
againft them, having obferved from certain tokens 
in their coufitenances, that they were of a fweet 
difpofitton^ and indined by nature to be fiaithful. 
When he was laying out» there was found a kind of 
fine fcarf about him, with thefe words embroidered 
on it in letters of ]{old : ^ Affiim Bafla will have the 

* hondfomeft of his flaves to be buried alive with 

* hiOy being^defirous of good company in his voy* 

* a£« into the other world? 

Ine report of fo terrible an adventure has in- 
crcafed the hatred of the French againft us> and that 
in lb exGcffive a manner, that I am forced to keep 
myfelFconceatedy left I fhould by my zeal difcover 
myfdf, being not able to endure the blafphemies of 
mm enenies. There is no queftion but this cruel 
htonfter is kem by the black angels in the other 
world. 

God grant that fo horrid a cri<ne may not corrupt 
die reft of Africk* However, may I be fo free as 
lo counM youy let the Bpdy of this impious wretdi 
Aflam bedi^ up and burnt, and his aflies thrown 
into the fea, to drown the memory of him« 

Mahmut falutes thee from the town of the uni* 
verfe^ the fuHeft of mdfe ; and wifhes thee at Ct>n^ 
ftantmoplti or wherever elfe thou art» a foog fequel 
of bapp^ years, md after deatb theenjoyment of the 
blifs oi our bundftd tw«Aty«-four thou&od Fro^ 
pbeta. 

raris» i«th of Ae |d M«Mr». 
•f the Tear x6^9« 
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L E T T E R It 

To the Invincible Vizir Azcm, ^t the fangipi 
under Babylosu 

BEFORE I gi?e*tliee an ;iccouiit« great ao<i 
magnanimous Vizir, of whatever I nave dbae 
to fiiciafy the curidity of Cardinal Richlieu,^ I aai» 
obliged to tdt thee how I fpend my leifure hours. 
^ Ic is iinpoffible X (hould obferve exafily the mo^ 
tions of tbis.court, without foUowinfi^ It^and holdAoj^ 
a conefpondence with people of all iorts, as traded 
flaenr foldiers, fchoUrs^ leamen» politicians^, and 
even muficians. 

The couf t confifts of all tbeie profeffions, and 
Ihere arc^ome particular .perfons, who are mailers.of ^ 
all thefe fciences, of whicm numberis Cardinal Rich- 
lieu. He is not content widi this his knowledge, 
but feeks ftill for further light in the comintrcaol 
all pexConB of merit who arrive herei iie^^Aiag; 
aiotnii% which may enrich this kingdom with nw 
.difcoveries in arts and fciences, out of love to tits 
country, and defire to render his miniftry more 
famous. 

Thou iecft by this, invincibte Bafla, tlhit to keep» 
company with Courtiers, who have fo m^fiy diftptnt 
<|aaltties, a man muft have fome for his ibare*. thar 
Ke may by fomething in his turn, and not be alwaga 
a bare hearer of other people's talk. 

For tbia piirpo(e, the particular ftudy, ^ whidi £ 
applied myielr whilft I was a (lave in oicily^, doe^ 
jBueh help me, though not fiifficiemly. It was hooka 
I rotd in this iuand, not men. Now^ knowing my^ 
Attfineia renuired much diffimulation,^ zn awakened 
Biind^ and efoecially prudence,, eloquence^ and 
^earning, to (peak properly on oecauons;. great 
eading to obuin the knowledge of ancient and 

ioderft things $ a refined policy, to difcover or con* 
. ul one's fdf, and to counterfeit fometimes a mightjr 

Qttcft man ; Kotbing.! fay,.appcased to^ma mosa J 
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conducing tp this purpofe, than the turning ovk 
hillories; aixl therefore I have carneftly appli|{ 
myfelfto this work* And becaufe few books ai 
not fuflicient, and a great many breed confufion^ 
happily got admiffioi^ into the acquaintance of I 
ancient learned man, whofe ftudy coniifts of nod 
but choice books, and has travelled over mofl: pan 
of the world ; not like Appollonius^. to learn th 
languages of birds and beafts; but to know 
cuftomS) laws, virtues, and defeA of nations. I \ 
firft for informing inyfelf of all the prodigies wbichi 
the God of the Jews has done in favour of that utt*^ 
grateful people. I afterwards enquired into the life- 
and dodrine of the Meffias, whom the ChriftiaAs' 
ivorfhip. I alfo looked into what had been done 
confiderable at Athens, and Sparta^ Thebes, Rome, 
and Carthage ; thofe fo famous places, and found 
- that the great Philofophers and Captains, who made 
fuch a noife about their religions, had at bottom 
none at all. Having run over what the Chriftians 

• call the Old and New Teftament, the hiflories ©f 
Jofepbus, Xenophon, Polybius, Thucydide?, Livias 

• and Tacitus, my greateft application has been, and 
Ihall be for the future, to read and meditate on the 
works of the great Plutarch, efpecially his lives ef 
lUuilrious Greeks and Romans, related by him with 
fo great exacftnefs. And thus far I have arrived in 
this (hort fpace, and here I have flopped. I hare 
learned by the reading of Plutarch, to amufe the 
Cardinal Richlicu ; to whom I offered myfelf two 
days ago, and have put into his hands the. following 
difcourfe, made after the manner of Chriftians, and 
have ftripped mvfelf, if a man may fo fpeak, of the 
manner and ftyle of the 7^urks, as I have done of 
their habits the .better to difguife Titus, the&itbfiil 

..iaveof thcgrcai Amurath. i . , 
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Great Cardinal, and moft Sage Ministir 
of the Grcatcft of Chriftian Kings. 

TITU S of Moldavia is come to wait on you, 
according to your commands, not to enter- 
tain you with the riches of Aiia, nor in what man- 
ner, by the wifdomof your counfels, and forces of 
the Kinjg your Sovereign, you may deftroy thfe 
mighty T urkifli Empire, of whom you have no 
reafon to complain ; but to tell you what feems 
moft agreeable to the greatnefs of your geniud. 
Know then, Sage Moderator of the French Mo- 
narch, that I fhall not offer any thing which may 
make you hate me, and repent of believing, fee- 
ing, what I propofe is an. eafy ehterprize, and 
full of glory .^ Thy King has a fon, who wrll 
one day inherit the greatnefs and authority of his 
father ; you know not the temper and difpofition 
which this heir may have, being as yet fo much !a 
child, • that.a man cannot gather any thing certahi 
of this matter. But a Prince that has been fa 
long looked for, reai^ires extraordinary defigns to 
be laid for him, ana great preparations made be- 
times to raiie a palace that may be worthy to en- 
tertain him. I would propofe to you a palace, I 
fay, of miraculous architefture, the like was never 
feen or imagined, and which you may with yoar 
own hands rear up in^Paris j which muft be of a 
fquare form, whofe corners fhall regard Europe,. 
Afm, Africa, and America, and whqfe riches (hdl 
draw all nations to it. You will not need ftone, 
fand, wood, nor iron for this work. The archl- 
tefts which you (hall employ, {hall have, the fecrer, 
with their pen, ink, and paper, to raife this edi- 
fice, which {hall be of a more lafting durance, 
than the Pantheon of Agrippa, and whereon, as 
on the temple of Solomon, there {hould be no 
noife of hammers* 

. ' ^ Think 
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^ Think not. wife Minifier» dief are dhimttna 
which Titus nas ia his hetd. Hear Aen the de^ 
tffi of this asi^eftical psdacct iirh<^ foandstion^ 
arealready bid by Plutafch, widi maCerials more 
predotts than gold or rubies* Thou knoweft the 
nappinefi this pbiloTopber had» of roitderii^ iin«- 
mortal the a£lions of fo many great men^ ^ 
whom, perhaps, Aere might have been no sneA- 
tion, had Plutarch lain iilent. Men now read iu 
themofl remotiB provinces of the Indies, written 
on leaves and barks of trees, the lives of Alex^ 
ander, Cseftr, Scipio, Pompey, and Xerxes. 
Amongft the lolitaries of the moft defert parts of 
Arabia, and amongft the Dervifes, who dwdl at 
Medina, are found, written in Arabian charaders^ 
the hiftories of Nama, Ariftides, Cato, Lycurgus^ 
and Epaminondas. The Spaniards and .Portu* 
guefe have rendered this author fo famous m 
China and Japan, that thefe barbarians, not con-^ 
tented with having tranflatcd into their languages 
all the lives of the Greeks and Romans, they 
have ordered (if I miftake not) that every five 
vcars new copies be made, to the end they may 
be eternally pieferved. I have ftea myfelf at 
Conftantinople above an hundred vermes io 
filken papery %rf)erein the works of this famous 
Greek are read with veneration by the greateft 
captains, lawjr^rs, and divines ; and thefe works 
are enriched with the moft curious notes in Ara^ ' 
bick and Perfian, and the Turkiih language, by 
die exprefs orders of the Sultans, who raakediem- 
be prcferved as illuftrious monuments of the an- 
cient Greek eloc^uence. You are not ignorant of 
the efleem which Solyman the Great had of 
Pompey, Caeiar^ Pyrrhus, and Alexander ;. and 
that he never undertook any military entermize^ 
til! he had confulted thefe great mafters in tne art 
of war : being wont to fay,. He knew not whe- 
dier Alex^mder or Pyrrhus bad ihewed more va- 
lour ii^ cngagemeiits^ than Plutarch had ihewed 

*wit 
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^ wit and iuiffamt in defcribiag dieoou But in » 
^ vovaee I ome into German^y what did aot aa 

* old Rabbm t^U me* in ihewing me liires of ilhi* 
^ ftrious mesk ef tbi$ iacoinparwle author, trani^ 

* lated into Hebrew, which be carried ever about 
^ wit& him ? He afiured me, that the carious of ht» 

* reUgioa fet fiich a value on them» that there ace 

* above ten thoufand miamiicript copies difperfed ia 

* the fynagogues^ both in the £aftern and Wefleto; 

* parts. 

* Men, womeoy and children know of what ac- 
^ count diis famous author is in all our Europe. Ife 
^ now fpeaks all languages : The Engl^, the Spa» 
^ aiardsy ItaHafis, Germans^ Polanoers^ and Hol«- 
^ landers^ have naturalized him amon^ them. Aitd' 
^ you. know very well, Sir, that in this kin^om o£ 

* France, the learned, not content with having hioft 

* tfaaOated into their idiom, they carefully adotit 

* their Jibrarifis with this author in his own natural 

* toflgiue, and have oolle£bd the Tiatin, Italian^ 

* and Spanifli vecfionsof bim» 

* fiut it is now fixteen hundred years fbce Plu-» 

* tardi keeps iilenoe ; fo many men famous for their 

* knowledge, and fo many great caf^ains wha haiee 

* lived fincct are unknown to the world, becau(e 

* they have met with no Plutardi to know them» 

* And this is Ae ftately buikiing which I offer yqii 

* to finifli who are fo great a lover of dory : For 

* God has giivn you a mind, with a neceuary power 

* to £niili what Plutarch has fo profitably b^guo* 

* Raife up immediately,, by your authority, qb 

* the pieeious foundation which this incompa- 
^ ndiie philofopher has laid, the walls and roof of 

* this vaft bmlding. Order lodgiiM;s to^ be made 

* ready for all die heroes who c6ula^not enter int^ 

* this nrft edifice^ ImeantheiUuftriousdead,whc^e 

* *^ve8 have not been carefully coUeAed, and whc> 
^ bottld honour Eufope, Afia, and Africa, wbeie 
^ bey were born ;. and the new world wiU yield yoit 
^ vberewith to fill this .palace with Atabsdippas aofl 
^ tfomezumaa* 

• Bereby 
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* Hereby wilt thou be the reftorcr of thofe ruins 

* which time has- made ; and in raififlg the ftatues 

* of fo many excellent perfpns in civiladminiftra^ 

* tions, in war and in good letters, you will raife up 

* an infinite number throughout the world, as tKe 

* firft Emperor of the Romans did. It js to no pur- 
^ pofe to fay, there are a great many audiors that 

* have written, fince Plutarch, the adions of feveral 

* great Commanders, Kings and great Minifters, 

* whofe virtues were eminently confpicuous both in 

* peace and war. I hope, I (hall not give juft of- 

* fence, in faying. That few of thefe writers hiv^e 

* obferved Plutarch's excellent method 5 for eith^ 
> they abpear obfcure, by reafon of their great con- 

* cifenefs, or the fafts are ordinarily confounded in 

* general hfftories, or written by inierefted or paf- 
'^ Sonate pens, who difguife the truth, and impofb 

* fabulous relation^ on the world. For a proof of 

* this, be pleafed to examine particular events related 

* in the lives bf Francis I. Kihg of France,^and the 

* Emperor Charles V. and you will find there aiie 

* thofe who affure us, that Charles died a faint, ^nd 

* that fcarcely was he expired when Flower- d^- 

* Luces were feen to fpring up in -his chamber^ 
^ which yielded a moft admii'able fcent; whilft 
^ others affirm. That this hero died a heretrct, by 

* the aitiftance of- his Conftflbr, Whohadbmbracetl 

* the Lutheran dodrfne. And how many.romanc^ 

* are made of Francis I? Has it not bcea Taid^ 
;* That he fought a due) with thi^ Emperor 4 antl 

* that this Prince paffirtg through France, th^e Kingf, 

* by a motive of generofity (beyond any precedent^ 

* offered him his Kingdom ? That Charles had on« 

* day fet on Francis's throne; and condemned a 

* malefaftor^ *and afterwards reprieved him, as a 
^ *. mark of his authority ? And hag it kot been more- 
/'over faid. That Francis took Chadesin a battle ? 

* How many falfc relations have been made of An- 

* drew Doria, and Barbaroffa, two famous fea Cap- 

* tains, though one a Cbriftian, and the other ^ 
f Muflldman^ and both of them chief Admirals of 
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I * two mighty Emperors, Charles V. and Solyman? 
** Has it not been confidently affirmed, That Bar^ 
barofla being in the Archipelago, gave a vifit iq 
the difguife of a Monk to Doria? That in ^n 
ifland where this interview was made, they had 
fworn, one on the Gofpel, and the other on the 
Alcoran, to help one another to conferve their au- 
thority, which their employs gave them at fea; 
and to^ make themfelves more neceffary to their 
Sovereigns, they were always to avoid a decifive 
combat, that they might not ruin one another ; 
That they had moreover both figned this treaty 
with their own hlood ? Has there not been added 
to this fable, that the Turkifh Admiral fen t to 
Doria, a Moor, who pretended to be a fugitive 
from the Ottoman army, and wore two pearls of 
an ineftimable price in his ears, and that in ex^ 
-change Doria had a/Tured Barbarofla not to inter* 
nipt him, whenever he pleafcd to invade any of 
the coafts of Italy. .. 

* It is time, that under thy aufpicioas condudL 
the lives of great perfonages be cleared from the(j 
falfe relations which corrupt them, and be orderly 
inferted into the booki of the moft excellent Plu- 
tarch, with fuch a kind of title: ' 

* Here's the reft of the lives of fHuftrious mcni 
from the Emperor Trajan, to Lewis *^thfc Juft, of 
thofe that have excelled in arms,' learning, affairs 
of ftate, and of thofe who have held the nrft rank 
in the church in all parts of the world >; and .tbefe 
hiftories have been coliefled by a college of the 
iearnedeft men in Europe, confifting of Spaniards, 
French, Italians, and Germans, under the aufpi- 
cioas conduA of his eminency Cardinal Richlieu. 

* I would have three perfohs of each nation to at- 
tend this work, and who (hould make tkeir ab6de 
in Paris, as being the principal city io France. 
And I propofe Spaniards, Italians, Germans, and 
French, as the moft polifhed nations, and who 
have furniibed the world with the moft. able n)eit. 

• Now 
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Inmis its particular way ol 
» the edifice will be the movi 
^ aichitcd will have sreatei 
fkilL Tbofe who IhaJl rea^ 
3 win End in &e Ibftnefs of the Frenck 
ftf le, ■ kic w idi al (o wmcOiff the too fevere gravit] 

* or the Spaivfli doqoeooe. The fincerity of th 

* GcmoiiSy ever aitaTwVri with tome kind of dry* 

* ac6^ will appear wiihoatiadenc& with the flowen 

* and sQod imfe of the Italian writers* And ai 

* the world wiD beimefcftod io this magnificeal^e- 

* %o, Cn we nnft not doubt hut the wifeft of aU 
« thefe fiatet win take care in the choice of fabieai 
^ which dber win propofe. And» in fine, if pou 
^ wik have the duef men in the wxM-ld, thou i^deft 
^ not want the iixict of raifiny up FltfiSLWcki* Bt 
^ aotwearyof mingnBu-ksor thy liberaUty; ^h 
i jfthoHWiklmeTiti0Unulb.bepci9pelUto^^ 

* Itdodmotbdoi^tonietoiayin wlu^man^er 

* it is neceflary on dus orrafion, to ^parat^ tkes 
^ of fevcnd nations, and^to diftribute tbeic c>n|?Ioys- 

* Tlion art equitaUe and pnvdentyfo that tbjsifprk 

5 briqe bcgonft the end wHl have a fum^ anfw^ 

< iblc to ka bcfinnine. I ibaS oniy ptit ;hft^ » 
« mind, that thou wUt noc a Uttlo co<|trib«Ki ^ 
^ lender tlqriaUBortality note glorionst if l&Wf^ 
« membereft the Turks thy fw^menemiee; bfl»f 
« perfuadcd tiiott nuyeft find amongft the Ottom»» 
« Emperors, Baias and Visirs, wherewithal to^^ 

< rich the new Plutarch^ Let not the nreatneft <v 
' the W(»k difoourage thee ; how great toe^er it b^ 

* thy wit and oourage are ahore it ; and thou wiK 
> not want ancient and modern authors to sffift^lif'' 

< Suetonhis wSl fumiih thee iridi the lives of tbc 
« Oefan, wlitch may be left entice as tbey ^' 
^ Diogctfes Laertius gives as eood an wccouat pk 

* many of the philofophers. You will receive ad* 
« vantsjse ftran the works of Amilius Probus, P'u* 
^ lus Jovius, and feveral others, who h»^ ^^ 
« quired immortal leputitioo by the bo^ ^^ 
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they hanregiven the pubUck* You will find adnught 

' already made of the hiftoiy of two hundred and 

^ twenty-eight Emperors, from Julhis Csdar to 

M.Ferdinand IIL and IbrahamL the one £mperor 

E^ of Germany» and the other of Turkey i whkh 

r^ thou fhalt caufe to be carefully cxamuMd by the 

' ^ college, to dear up fiich diingt as are db(ciire» 

^ adding what is wanting, and retiCDching events 

* of iRrhich there is no utficient proof, and which 

* tsem fabulous ; and« m a word, for drawing un 

* particular lives which are to be met with in gene* 
^ ral hiflories^ which have been the mothod of moft 

* writers of late ages* 

* I would aUb have Plutarch's manner followed, 

* of comparing the illuftrious.meo of one nadoa 
' with thofe <H another; where the difcrcet writef 

* having weighed the reafons winch make for tfa^ 

* one and the other, pronounces a fentence whicli 
^ does both delight and inftrua the reader* . 

^ The moft important inftniftion then which ca% 

* bejiven, being the fecret of knowing men peri 
^ fe£Uy, who feek wiA lb sreat care to hide theoif 
^ felvesj tbt true means for this, is die choice cf 

* matter, dut the reader may not lofe Us time, not 

* Andy invain^ but gaAer the fivit whidi all mem 
^ of iimfeiearcnfor.miichis,CDknowvrtiatisgDod, 
^ Ask they may follow it, and evil, to avoid it* Oa 

* this ground you wiU be ^eafily pcifimded, thereat 
f greater jB^eafme to behold the firmnets of Scipio, 

* who palles with one only |;a]ley to find out Siphaxy 

* than there is in omfidenne him, when he gives 
' battle to Hannibal in the ^ains of Rama* We 

* are more edified in (being this young Genenl a 

* conaueror, and yet fo continent, as to fend the 

* finett woman in the world, who was his prifoner* 

* to Lucius the Spanilh Prince, her hufliand, with' 
out touching her ; than in the relation of an hun« 
dred fieges of places, where the effeAs which the 
foldiers fury produces, hunger and thirft, and the 
effufibn of human blood, yields horror inflead of 

• direrfiom 
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diverfion. In the like manner, Sir, you will ac-, 
knowledge. That a Prince, or Captain, will b^ 
more inftru6ted by feeing Francis, who lived Hk^ 
a King, though in prifon at Madrid, who caref?^* 
and recompenfes learned men all the world over j 
and in feeing Fabricius, who refufes and defpifes 
the greateft honours which are ofFered him with 
immenfe riches, and who fnatches away the poi- 
fon from the mouth of the greateft enemy of the 
Roman p<;:ople; than all the combats and moft . 
bloody battles fought by Pyrrh us/ Charles V. and 
the great Tamerlane. ? ^ 

* I have made you this long difcourfe, as a mark 
of my obedience ; and Titus of Moldavia, at the 
feet of your Eminency, fupplicates you to confider 
that when by your negotiations, cbunfels ancj 
armies which' receive your orders, you fliall' hav^ 
addfed new kingdoms to that which your maflfejg 
holds i when, for the beriefit t>f tradg and naviga- 
tion, vou (h^U h^ve jpfned alf the feas tbg^thex ; 
and when, in a word, you fhall raife bridges in 
Paris, pyramids with more palaces th^a.n were buil^ 
by the Caefars, and all the Kmgs of -Sgypt ; 
Thefe 'piles' will not be immortal i 'but fubjeca to 

; thVinjtiries' o? time. ^ Wfrereis, . cii tVe toritrary^' 
i{ y«u feiid fortlfe tWeiyfe krchite£h wMth I men- 

,tTon'e<S,. to falfe the ftately palatfe-aforeciteS,'aU 
the world will blefs tfe: harfie of 'Ar'mand Cardiiial 
de Richlieu,' refforer of the republick of learning - 
almoft mined: And who, like, another Archi- 
medes, hath known, by the examples of the virtue 
of ilfuftriou^ men fnatched away by death out of 
the wdrfd, to combat and deftroy the vices and ig- 
norances, of the living/ I . e 

IfthouapproVeft not, magnanimous Vizir, Hvhat 
I'ofFered to the King of France's Minifter, puniih 
me not for a fault which was not defigned, having, 
on the contrary, imagined to do thee a very agree- 
able piece pf fcrvice. 1 thought I cotild not take a 

better 
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better courre to conceal thy flave Mahmut, and to 
divert this Cardinal from fome projefls, which I am 
informed he defigns againft the Turkifh Empire. 
Should he undertake the great work i fet before 
ium, thou feeft the Sultans will have fome (hare in 
it ; and he will» I fav again, have, by this means, 
not to mention any thing elfe, his hand fo full of 
bufinefs, that he will not have the leaft time or abi- 
lity to moleft us, 

I fupplicate thee, proftrate at thy feet^ to call to 
mind the general diilike of what happened to Athens^ 
when it was facked and taken ; fuch prodigious 
numbers of books being burnt in all arts and fci* 
ences, which had been a col]e£ling feveral ages, and 
preferved with fuch great care ; and fo much the 
more, inafmuch as one may be aflured, there's no- 
thing to be feared from thofe that make learning 
. their whole bufuiefs, who are always averfe to war, 
as finding their reckoning only in the tranquillity of 
a well-eitablifhed peace. 

Thou flialt receive, by the firft opportunity, what- 
ever I can difcover of importance for thee to know, 
cither for the good of the Empire, in which thou 
. holdeft fo great a rank, or to fatisfy thy curiofity, 
provided the frofts hinder not the paflage of couriers, 
zs they will afTuredly retard the progrefs of the 
armies, which are conftrained ,to lie flill during this 
rigourous feafon. 

God give thee an entire vicSory over the enemies 
of the mighty Amurath, and make, thee the con- 
queror of all nations. 

Paris, ftSth of the 3d Moon, 
of the Year 1639. 
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LETTER III. 

To Lubano Abufei*Saad» an H^pusm 
Knighu 

H £ King, fome days ago, was prefent at a ballt 
_ where tnere was a great number of perfons of 
quality of both fbxes. Cardinal Richlieu, who never 
lofes the fight of this Prince, was there alfo. It was 
%» obferved, that at the end of this divertifement, the 
' Cardinal would have gone out before every body, 
but dared not ; and indeed, could not get dirough 
the croud $ whidi made him ib impatient, as was 
remarked by all, even the King himfelf ; who tak- 
ing him^a little apart, very fenouflv bid him pa6 
CHI, feeing he was maftcr. Now, what did this Mi- 
tiiner do m Ais aftonifhment, but aiifwer mdiim ? 
^ And taking a flambeau out of thehand of one of tnt 
pages, he carried it himfelf before the King, with a 
countenance that Ihewed neither defpite nor confii- 
fion. Thofe that took notice, of the name of Mas- 
ter, which the King had given him, interpreted tt 
in his favour; and there were them who thought, 
U . that, in abafing himfelf fo low, he plainly fbewedtfae 
' ' defign he had of raifing himfelf the higher ; how- 
' ^yer, every one thereon fpoke what he moughtmoft 
>. proper. 

I give thee an account of this parage, remembering 
what thou didft in the prefence of thy mafter, 
throwing thyfelf out at a window, to take up a little 
note which Amurath by chance had let fall ; which 
a&ion of thine, being known in this country, this 
afiion of the Cardinal was compared with it ; yet 
with this difference, that the Cardinal, without 
rifing from the ground, has made a greater leap than 
thou. God preferve thee falling into a [>recipi«c, if 
4hou beeft fool enough to leap a fecond time. 
Paris, a8th of the 3d Mood^ 
•f the Y.eur X639. 
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LETTER IV- 

ToMehemet, Page-Eunuch; 

THOU baft recovered from a trait licknefs, and! 
I expeftone. I have had for Tome days a faint-* 
liefs, which does, extremely det>refi me; bat by the 
f rate of God, I i^eed not yet the phyucian* The 
tetter, which I received from thee this moon* baa 
given me fome eafe in my indifpofition, which is no 
new thing with me, being neceffitated to live fo far 
from my friends, coun^, vea, and religion too. And 
dx>ttgh it may feem difficult to be a famt, in paffing 
one's days in a profane place, yet think not m;^ oiety 

Sws lukewarm, or my friendfliip diminimed ; 
ing I have made a mofque of my heart, where 
ftiends are ever prefent. fie tl^n perfuad^d, it is 
impoffible for Mahmut to become unftithful, and 
lo(e die afie£tion he has for his friends ; f<xr he never 
ceaies to love where 4ie has once begun. It' is true 
indeed, that I call myfelf Titus at prefent^ and am 
eloathed in an odd fort of dreft : Yet this is no bin* 
drance of my affe£Uon to my religiony my country^ 
and my friends. 

The ancient Greeks have written a ^reat deial 
about friendihip, and the duties of a friend: But 
there remains ftill behind mo^than what they have 
faid, as there remains ihore to do dian they have 
done. The word friend is a common name, and 





true to me at Conftantinople, and inform me what 
pafles in the feraglio, and how it goes with our friends 
id relations in all parts. ' 

I fliall give thee an account of the tranfa£tions of 

le Infidels, amongft whom I live, being tired with 

writing diem to the Grand Vizir and the Kaima- 

cham. ^ Imitate me not herein, for thou aboandeft 

withleifure s let me then^hear from thee every moon. 

6 1 have 
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I have had feveral fits of laughter, at the pleafant ' 
•d venture of the chambermaid to the did flave, with 
the Eunuah Melech Aubi. Bleffings on the heart of 
Mahomet i I believe the Hdy Prophet will laugh 
himfelf in his Paradife, when the angel his meflen* 

fer, who brings news from this world, (hall give 
im an account of what thefe two perfons have ridi- 
culoufly done in honour of him. Could there ever 
be a greater fimplicity, than to eat every night a ver« 
ficlc of* the Alcoran, written on a piece of China 
fattin? Whence did this Eunuch, thy comrade, 
learn this ilrange fuperftition ; and by what fpirit did 
he authorize that of this flave, in taking ihp pains 
^to write ihefe verficles with his own hand? And 
when could they imagine both of them, they (hould 
make an end of tl\is feaft, feeing the whole Alcoran 
could not be eaten in lefs than fix thpufand forty- 
three days, the book containing fo many verficles. 
Pray let me know what is done to them. They 
deferve not, in my poor judgment, an over -rigorous 
punlfliment, their crime being only a ridiculous 
devotion. The great and venerable Mufti will foon 
decide the bufinefss yet I would fain know the 
manner. 

I Ihall now impart to thee an account of a vifit 
which I gave a S9litary in my travels into Germany, 
who fpent his days fiar from the commerce of the 
world, in a little hermitage, a^out fifteen miles dif- 
tance from Vienna. This man^ who is now very 
old, has pafled forty years of his life in great aufte- 
rity, doing every thine our famous Santons are cele- 
brated for ; and thou malt know what moved him to 
this fevere penance, -and to retire* after this manner. 
It is faid, that in his youth, having been threatened 
for Tome mifdemeanor with imprifonment, he hid 
himfelf in thfe houfe of a faithful friend, lying in a 
tarrel t:overed oji^er with ftraw. T^herc was brought 
Jiira privately his diet. WHifft he thus lay con- 
cealed in the veflel, a certain perfon went up into 
the garret, his prifon, with his hoft's fifter j when 
thefe two perfons, thinking themfelves alone^^ came 

to 
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fto fuch familiarities as much icandalized this new 

Diogenes, who faw all that pafTed through the ere- 

Yifes of his tub; and being not able to contain hit 

refenttxients, he thus paffionately broke out, * God 

* fees you, you wretches, and man too/ In a wor#j 

his indignation was fo great, that the tub or barrel 

was overthrown ; with the noife of which, and his 

fcrambling up, the two lovers were fo affrighted, 

that the gallant for hafte broke his neck down (lairs, 

and the nymph lay dead in a fwoon on the place* 

This firange furprize to all, efpecially the fight of 

fo filthy and tragical a fpedacle, fo affected this 

young man, as made him retire from the world into 

the folitude where he now remains. He lives only 

on bread and water ; and the averiion which he ha» 

' conceived on this occafion tq women, is fo ^reat 

that there is none dares appear before him. There 

were two had the curiofity of feeing this hermit in 

men^s cloaths, but they foon repented of their vifit ; 

for this Solitary, full of rage and indignation, thus 

I welcomed them, ^ Get you gone, you Daemons, 

f ^ fallen from heaven for man's deftrudion ; I know 

I ^ very well what you are, and cannot behold you 

I ^ without horror.' He makes excellent exhortations 

to young men who vifit him, and having ibewpd 

them the care they ought to take to live with pu* 

ricy, and rule their psdfions, to which corrupt na* 

I ture renders them fubje^t ; he alfo exhorts them to 

I liold a glafs before their faces, when feized with 

I anger, or when carried forth to the commiilion of 

any brutifli or.unfeemly a£Uon. 

My letter is longer than 1 intended $ receive, as a 
mark of my friendfliip, the long time I have enter- 
tained m^felf with thee, whenl thought at firft to 
(peak adl in two words. Give this letter, dire£i:ed 
to thee, into Zelim's own h^nds ; it contains things 
which concern his life. As to what remains, love 
ever thy faithfi^ Mahmut, whilft I fhall pray the 
Sovereign of the greateft Monarchs, as well as other 
men, that he would, after this life, give us etcr- 
Vol. I. I nal 
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liai^ felicity, and rhe grace to. appear .inaocent be- 
fore his dreadful tribunal^ at which all menXhalLbi: 
Judged. 

Paris, ftSth of the id Moon, 
of the Year 1639. 

L E T T E R V- 

,To Zclim of Rhodes, Captain of a Galley. 

MEhemet, page oftheSet^glio, will deliver, or 
caufe to be .delivered to tbee^ this Jetter, 
\irhich is written to thee by Mahmut, (lave and faith- 
ful Minifter of the great Sultan^ the invioctble and 
liappy Amurath, who comcnaiids me. to ferves him 
in thefe parts. There isTio neceffity of my fending 
^hee the pifture of a man who fets forth from Leg- 
liom for Conftantinople, with a.defign to kill tbee. 
Thou mayeft eafily know 4iim, feeing, h/e has been 
lix years a flave in thy galley. Adonai the Jew fent 
^e this advice from Genoa, fo jmpo.i;tant .for thy 
life ; adding, be fet out with his brother, being re- 
folved to perifli, or be revenged of a great injury 
thou haft done him. 

Ht has filled Italy with dUcourfes of thy cruelties. 
He affirms^ That having tried all ways to make him 
a Turk, feeing neither prefents nor promifea coiild 
perfuade hiiti>. thou haft made him iuiFer the moft 
cruel torments a man can 4indergo ^ and that being 
laid faft afleep, by a potion wfich thou caufedft 
him to take, thou haft mzde him be cz&roctd.' The 
weapons he bears to rid himfelf of .thee, will ftrike 
thee without noife, fothat thou needeft be muth on 
thy ^ard. He hides that which is to do thy bufl- 
tiefs in a little prayer-book. Revenge, which does 
ufually niake men induftripu&^.bas. put hiqa uppn 
concealing, in this manual, a little poi/bned Itcel 
liiUt^ Wbicb is enclofed with fuch great art in the 

leather 
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leather thaf covers it, that it isi (hot thence as from 
A bow, and ftrikes with fuch violenos and rwiftnpfs, 
that the ftrokc can not be Avokled> 'nor fcarcely felc 
by him that receives it, it oaufing not one drop^of 
•blood to follow^, nor wound to be feen'j fo deiicately 
tempered is the mortal-weapon j^ that the man does 
unavoidably die, whom it hits. 

I do not doubt-but this revengeful fpirit will cun- 
ningly conceal himfelf, fo that it wiH be hard to 
dtfcover him. But having had this advice^ it be-^ 
'longs to thee to take care ^ thy felf* And in the 
mean tinrc, correftt^iis cruel and-fevere temper of 
'thine. Thou commanded a galley manned whh 
(laves, who live at -thy charge; th&u • reckoneft 
amongft thy riches three hundred Ghriftians, who 
drefs thy gardens, and- ferve «thee at f(ta ; *ahdthou 
*haft never remembered', they are-men which- may 
fave, or take away thy If fe 5 and that ranging the 
feas as thou doft, it' is poffiblc thou maycft meet 
with the fame fortune, and be rt^ade a flave thyfelf. 
Thou haft never confidercd^ that death i» mdrtt 
' fupportable than flavery y And that tho/e that defpife 
their own lives, aremafters of thine.' 'God preftrVe 
thee, "and indine thine heart towfe gently thy flaves^ 
who are fo ufeful to thee/ Follow-my advicfe j- thou 
haft three hundred enemies m thy hbu{e^ do what 
in thee lies to gain their love. Learn thifl of afa- 
mous Roman, who^* made his ilavcs, born in hi« 
houfe, to be nurfed with the famcmilkhis childrens 
were. If thou art not for fitch an indulgence, -at 
leaft, ceafe to be cruel, otherwife thou wilt be more 
a flave, than thofe that ferve thee.- If thou wilt rioC 
fpare thefe people fn love to • them, pky their con- 
ditionr, and fpare them in love to thyfelf; whereby 
thou wilt live in <o great tranquillity as cannot be 
imagined. The-Holy Prophet guard thee from the 
danger threatened thee, and deftroy thiaraih Chrif- 
tian ^^-ho would affaffinaketbee. .: , . 

Paris, xSth of the jd Moon, 

• •♦. of iheYcarMj^*.'^ = 
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i "• LETTER VI. 

iTo the Invincible Vizir Azem» at the Camp 
before Babylon. 

THERE are various difcourfes here of the 
Grand Signior's warlike preparations. And 
it is common for people to confound here, the an- 
cient Babylon with Sufa and Bagdet ; but thi3 is no 
great matter* It is certain all the Infidels wifhes 
are in thy favour ; for they defire to fee thee con- 
^lueror, not only of Babylon, but all the Eaft ; that 
Amurath may be longer in his return to Greece, 
and chufe a place far diftant from the feat of his 
Empire. It is difcourfed in this court, as if the in- 
vincible Sultan carries along with him to this war, 
four hundred thoufand foot, an hundred and fifty 
thoufand horfe, and two hundred Baflas ; and, more- 
<yver, twelve Princes tributary to the Port. It is 
alfo faid Bagdet is a place not to be won by force ; 
that a river, the fwifteft in the world, runs through 
the midft of it ; and that the )>Iace has an hundred 

fates of brafs, and its walls, which are very high, 
e defended by three hundred pieces of cannon ; 
^ that the Perfian forces are great enough to tire out 
the Ottoman army, and that the example of Cba 
Abbas, father to the Sophy, who now reigns over 
the Perfians, will increafe their valour and obfti- 
nacy, to fuiFer the greateil extremities rather than 
to think of a furrender. The r^fli rcfolution of 
this King Abbas, in the laft fiegeof this great cit^, 
is fo cried up, and magnified here, that fcarce is 
there any room left for the praifes of Amurath. 
This Prince's pafline and repamng more than once, 
in a bark, in the ught of two hundred thoufand 
Turks, to advertife, in perfon, the befieged of the 
condition of affairs, and to give them a frefli cou* 
rage, aflTuring them, they fhould be often fuccoured, 
^nd having, at the fame time,' about him wherewith 
t9 toder him from falling alive or dead into the 

hands 
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hands of his enemies ; was an a£lion which they 
think is above all Elogiums, and appears to them 
greater than ftory could ever parallel. It is faid, 
that this King carried in his bark two great ftones 
fattened to one and the fame cord, to put them on 
his neck to fink himfelf into the river, which was 
of an unfathomable depth, in cafe he was difco- 
vered. To which thcjr add, that Amurath, wJio 
can never have his fill of blood, will recompencc 
thy fervices in the fame manner he did thy prcde- 
ceflTor's. 

Thefe Infidels hold moreover other difcourfes, 
which are very impertinent, confounding fuch things 
as are true with falfe ; as they do the juftice and libe- 
rality of the generous and ever invincible Sultan, 
with the cruelty and avarice wherewith they re- 
proach him. It is faid likewife, that the Sequins 
which he diftributed the day whereupon he was 
proclaimed Emperor, were not, by one half, of the 
value which was fet upon them : that he caufed 
Mehemet, Bafla of Cairo, to be fl:rang1ed, for no 
other reafon, but to become m after of his wealth. 
It is farther added, that this Prince having had ad- 
vice that a galley was taken, having feventy-five 
confiderable officers belonging to the Port on board, 
whilft he was diverting himfelf in a pleafure-houfe, 
at the entrance into Afia, he faid by way of jeft, 
* Let's drink the health of thefe ftout blades/ It is 
moreover faid, that having given his word, and pro- 
mifed a fecure paflfage to the brave Faccardine, an 
Arabian Prince, he caufed him to be ftabbed in a 
thoufand places in his fight. But what do they fay 
of his deftroying the Mufti, and Cyril the Greek 
Patriarch ? In fine, they fet forth Amurath as a fa- 
crilegious wretch, that defpifes his own religion, an 
heretick, and enemy to our Holy Prophet. They 
relate the particulars of Cyril's death, which makes 
me doubt there be traitors at the Port, who adver- 
tifc the Infidels of the moft fecret matters which 
pafs there. Some fay, his eloquence rendered him 
fufpedled to Amurath -, and that he faid thefe words, 
1 3 when 
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when he was led to the Caftle of Seven Towers, 

• Could I fpeak but once to our greiat Emperor, he 

* would be forced to love me, or lepent.' And it i* 
faid, that having voyaged into England, he had 
learned magic there. Many people believed, he 
would introduce novelties in religion ; and for this 
end,. held ftri<5l correfpondence with the latinized 
Monks; and it is known here, that when his fen- 
tence was pronounced, he faid, ' He would rifm 

* again to torment the Emperor, and perplex his 

• affairs/ • The French having blamed what I now 
inentioned, do extremely praife the moderation of 
Amurath, when he took the Perfian fpy, who Aid 
into his camp in TurkLfh habit, and crouded amongft 
tlie true Faithful ; for he careffed him, and fent him . 
back with rich prefents. Th^y alfo admire the pa-^. 
tjence of. this Prince, in only condemning to th« 
gallies the thirty Indian pilgrims, who occafioned 
his fall from hishorfein the capital city of his king- 
dpm J for the horfe was affrighted at the apparel of 
thofe men, and theflrange figure they m^de, when 
tbey threw themfelves on the ground to beg money 
of him ; but they at the fame time charge this Em- 
peror with brutiflinefs, for killing with his own hand 
immediately the horfe that threw him down. 

The difcourfes of this nature, however injurious 
they are, be not of great importance. But< if- 1 be 
not miftaken, there is fomething carrying on againft 
as with the republick of Venice. I ohferve its Am- . 
baffador,.fince tlie lofs w&have had of fifteen gallics 
at Valentia, has. frequent and fecret conferences, 
with the King, and Cardinal de Richlicu. As it is 
not doubted but that the Ottoman Empire will be 
revenged for fo deep an injury ; fo it is alfo judged^ 
that the Venetians will ufe their utmoft endeavours 
to unite into a confederacy the Chriftian Princes ; 
and it is to be- feared, left they take the time whea 
the Emperor is employed in tlie fiege of Babyloi>, 
to form fome enterprizc, or put themfelves into 4 
condition wherein they cannot bcattackciJ. • I (hall 
•arefully obferve all the motions of the Venetian 

Ambaf- 
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AmbaflTador ; and,- if need requires) dilpatc^.an ex- 
prefs meflengei' to the Kaimacham. I adore thf 
grandeur, buried in the duft of thy feet. 

P;iris, lath of the 4th Moon, 
of' the Year 1639. 



LETTER Vir. 

To the fame. 

^'ip'HE coarier not psR'ting till the morro\r^ I 
A' nYak<*'ufe of this fhort time to write to thtc 
BgHtlilV' Brifac^ asl have already given advice, was 
rsti^n'bytfi^fopee^jof France and Swedeland ; and 
tW* Duic^ of Weynjdr, who commands the aimy^ 
bf^s} tharbeirigbeoomemaftcr of this pbce, which 
fan^'always bttenbdieged in vain, he {hall talce fe^- 
v^^al^^thH'sy thsre beiitgt none which h^snceforward 
Cttn-rrfifthimJ 

Thtt'Mafr^^ibaldeBannier, one of the Generafe 
of tlife SW^*<B»armJes, wearied out the Imperial ifts 
in Pomieranii with continual alarms. He took 
Gratz, a c6h6derabl0 place, and has beaten Golas^ 
one of the Empci-or of Germany's Generals : but 
fortune having- changed her countenance, has fa>- 
voured the Emperor againft the troops of the Pala- 
tine, who IS' taken prifoner, with Prince Rupert his 
bt-other, havingbecn like to be drowned in the river 
of Wezer^ Whereinto he was drawn in his coach by 
hii hbl-fil*', who took fright at the noife of the can- 
hbn«: and thefe unfortunate Princes have loft on 
ll^ls oc<:afionv with their liberty, whatever was moft 
precious tO'thdm* The Swedes have,, in the mean , - 
time, incrtafed theii' ftrength, by the conjunftion 
of nisw tn>dpis : they made frequent incurfions on 
the Imperidifts ; and it is thought this war will laft 
a confiderabie time, by the great preparations which 
are niadrbn all hands, and efpecially by the French, , 

to whorrt it ieems important that it ihould not end J 

ipeeilily^ 

I 4 There 
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There is news from Italy, that a difcovcry has 
been made in Piedmont, of new cabals of the Princes 
of the houfe of Savoy, who defigned to put by the 
Duchefs from her regency, and make themfelves 
mafters of the government, durin^^ the minority of 
the young Duke. There is a Cardmal of this name, 
an ambitious man, a great lover of war, and given 
to liberality. He would fain have a chief ihare in 
the government, and be mafter of his nephew's for- 
tune. This Cardinal lay concealed in the Hate of 
Genoa, being cloathed in an habit little becoming 
Ills chara£ler, and whence he fent his orders for tbe 
execution of whatever he had concerted with his 
partizans ; but the confpiracy got wind, and prove<f 
a bloody tragedy to his accomplices. It is faid, that 
ihis Prince, having twice difguifed himfelf in tlie 
habit of a peafant, had entered with a bag of fruit 
on h is back into one of the moft confiderable towns 
in Piedmont* to give by his prefence more heat to 
his party; and that, with a greater boldnefs, he 
had entered into Turin, in the habit of a Capuchin, 
with a long thick beard, and abode there two days ; 
not with defign of ridding himfelf of the Prince, or 
his mother, but to become mafter both of the orie 
and the other, to govern the ftate alone. But the 
confpiracy having been difcovered, and the accom- 
plices feized, fourfcore of them were put to death 
by the common hangman ; and he efcaped by a new 
firatagem. A Secretary of State of Savoy is to be 
reckoned amongft this number. Another Cardinal 
who commands the army of France, fent to the 
affiftanceof the Duke and Duchefs, had alfoput 
to death the Governor of Cazal, accufed of treaion> 
though he was not fully convinced of it. 

It is written from Rome, that two Ambafladors 
from the King of Hungary, who is lately ele&ed 
Emperor of Germany, had made a magnificent en- 
trance into that great city, clad after the Hungarian 
manner with veils, called here A la Barbarefque ; 
that they had above an hundred horfe, wbofe har- 
Aefs were of gold^ and their ihoes of filver | and it 

was 
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was efpecially obferved, that all the foreign Mini- 
fters in that court had fenttheir retinue to accom- 
pany them in their entrance, that it might appear 
more magnificent ; and that thefe two Ambafladora 
of the new Emperor being arrived in the prefence of 
the Infidels Mufti, whom they call the rope, they 
told him, their Prince would continue to render 
him the obedience which his father Ferdinand, now 
deceafed, paid him ; and that be recommended to 
his Holinefs his perfon, his houle, and hisftate, as 
a new Emperor, ele£ied b^ the fufiFrages of the 
Princes Electors of the Empire* 

Obferve, ihagnanimous vizir, the authority of 
this Mufti : thofe who are fo audacious as to refift. 
the Muflulmen, will yet abafe themfelves at his 
feet, which they really kifs before they open their 
mouths to fpeaK to him* The greateft Chriftian 
Princes are wont to chufe from amon|;ft the moft 
confiderable perfons of their ftate, the AmbaiTadors 
which they fend with great expence, to pay their 
homage to this fupreme head of their church. 
Moreover, thefe Ambafladors of the new Caefat 
have aflured the Pope, as from him, that he will 
never ceafe to make war with the enemies of the 
Chriftian faith; and it is faid they received this 
anfwer: 

That * He ever refpe£ted the King of Hungary, 

* the late elefied Emperor, as his fon, to whom he 

* would never be wanting in counfel, and all other 

* neceflary affiftances j and exhorted him, to em- 

• ploy his vidloripus arms againft the enemies of 
^ the crofs ; and that, on his fide, he would em- 

• ploy the fuccours of his prayers, that the church 

• fliould open her treafures, by granting indulgen- 

• cies; and that he would, behde this, give lup- 

* plies of men and money.* 

People, who are idle, amufe themfelves with dif- 
courfes on fqture events ; and thofe that confult the 
'ftars to penetrate into wh^t is to come, have made 
a marriage between the Dauphin of France^ a 
Prince born fome months fince> and the Infanta of 
X S Spain^ 
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LETTER IX. 
To Oucoumiche, his Mother, at ScIoSt 

PArdon me, my dear mother, if I write laft to 
thee: Pardon mc, moreover, if I have not 
written to thee, to pay thee the marks of my duty, 
whilft I was in my heahh ; and let me feek aftet: 
• thee, when, perhaps, in feeking for me, thou wilt 
no longer iina me. I am ready to die : AfBi<5l not 
thyfelf, if God calls me to him ; though I am 
amongft Infidels, yet death holds his empire here as 
in other places. The worft news I can tell thee, is» 
that commonly thofe who defire to live longeft, are 
fooneft taken away ; and I am not afhamed to teU 
thee, I am one of that number. I cannot willingly* 
ds yet, leave this lower world. O unhappy life i 

unwelcome death ! What apprebenfions have I 
not ! And with what terrors am I not ftruck, fince 

1 have lived among the Chriftians 1 They preach 
aeainft our Alcoran, and we declaim agamft their 
Gofpel : They affirm, that Mahomet was a great 
impoftor : And we worfhip him. They believe 
they only know the truth ; and that they be the 
only faints, the eleSt and chofen of God. What 
then will become of us, if we be wedded to errors, 
and our Alcoran be only a parcel of lies^ 

I have neither good nor bad news of thee,* no 
more than of thy new fpoufe : God grant the merry 
Greek thou art married to, have the vices of thy 
firft hufband, my father. Thou knoweft my mean- 
- ing. He called himfelf vicious, becaufe ne haled 
the virtues of the vulgar. 

I thank thee not for my life ; for that is what 

thou lcaft;thoughteft of, when thou becameft big 

with trie. But if thou expe<£left fome recompence 

for fuckling me at thy own breafts, expeft only 

1 words of thanks from a poor flave, who pofleffes 

^ tothing. Love and hate all the time of thy life ; 

> this is the grcatcft inheritance thou canft expeft 

frQ» 
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Cfom a fon who is juft a dying. Engrave thefe words 
in dsy heart, ^ Love ever what is honeft, and hate 
* always what is contrary to it/ Thus will thefe 
difierent paffions be fettled on their proper obje£l. 

If my brother Pefteli be ftill alive, give him my 
love with an innocent kifs, and a touch in the hand.. 
Our great Prophet proted and fuftain thy age with 
tlie fiafFof Mount Liban, and obtain for thee from 
ihe mercy of the Moft High, that thou mayeft en- 
joy thy fenferto the laft hour of thy life. Adieu. 

Paris, xftth of the 5th Mooo, 
ofthe Year x639» 



LETTER X. 

To Pcftcli Hall, his Brother. 

I^Elieving my life is near ita end, I therefore,' 
13 with 3l imaginable eagernefs, write to thee, 
in the third place, although indeed thou holdeft the 
firft in my heart. We mall fee one another, dear 
Pefteli, in that world, where every one receives 
according to his deferts. When I arrived in this 

Seat town, I was aftonifhed at the confufion I met 
ere, but I received ho other hurt. Although the 
weather be very inconftant, yet the air is good, and 
provifions wholefome, and agreeable to the tafte ; 
the water of the Seine is fweet and clear ; the men 
are good company, and the women have done me 
no harm ;• the ICing has^ not iU-ufed me ; Cardinal 
llichHeu, his chief Minifter, does not hinder me 
from living after my own fafhion. Our great Em* 
peror is npt difpteafed with me, yet my diftemper 
is impetuous : A fad fain/nefs has feized my heart, 
and I begin to fall into fuch a languifhing condition, 
as makes me defpair of health. If thou ftill con- 
ferveft any affeftion for me, read this letter with 
companion. Forget the ill-offices I may have done 
thees and if I parted without difcovering to thee 

Iht 
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has 4»ven.me,* of facnJfitiH^ rtit tendertt^fs^Krchl 
have for fp godd a brother, tb th6 dbedife'nCe \4^hfcl£ 
I owe to the £mperor*s cbt^rtiaitds. 

Our mother will fildt^'thfee as ffdrh m6, irt ^v-. 
ihg thee i fcifs; receive it ^s c'ortllhg frotn' me; 
Keep thy gravity, aYid be hbrteft^itt Afi4« as weJf^ 
Europe 5 and if thou gofeft td Atrici', futwnot tliy- 
ielf to be cQrriiiited by ill exattiples. *tt is nt)t \Mith- 
oiit tears I V^ritd ktich' this fetVeV : fiut Mitt\i rtot it 
I die, neither rejoice :if I eftrape; for I flikU Jbe 
thereby no lefs mortal ; and the tribute which I do 
qot pay to-day^.we.both (hall pay, with all other 
men, on a certain time. Prepare to part willrngly ; 
ftudy more hoyiTthoiiftafltjKejj^tb^n how thou Sialt 
live; and iftnou wouldcff live till thou art old» 
live as if .tbo^v?«^t,tft dje.'vfBenthoA^art young. 

The Great God preferve thee in the perreft ufe of 
thy tuide^ftandin^,. and^ »iUe the^ into all tx^th f 
ind ^f thou (fefireft to tfe'the heft c^rarh and Com" 

S* ander in tlic wbVlcJj learii i6 conc(uei- thyfelft. 
dieu. . ' ^ 

r ...... 

Pmst, rjtk of the ail Maoir» . 
. . of thi Ycair i63f ^ . 
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LEtTE^ XL 

T6 1)gtlet OgkhJ. 

^tipuld ;! tell thee T am In heaJth, I mail wrii^m. 
hsJ untruth; fori am really out of orderi ahd'exr 
f)e£fcafit of .fickners, whiidh I wil£ it were in my" 
power to avoifJv ihoygli it may prove uiprt ahS 

fnortal. An heaicTcJever puts me oft in mind, hovir 
rail, and brittle a thing is man ; and that he oii^ht 
jln multiplicity of bufinefs, in times of profperity^ 
^s well as adverfity, to tblnlc of diflodgtng hen.ce» 
The b^ead 1 eat ha^ no relilh ; folitude appears di(i- 
jnal to mty and conlpany wearies me 3 for I c^iihbt 

atteoft 
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attend to what is <lircdurfed,.aQ3 yet I danotJUkct 
they ihould fay nothine; tbere. is nothing pleafej| 
me but drink, yet all the fea will not quench ,m): 
thirft. J am reftlefs in bed, and find myielf tnofo 
tired thereby, than if I (et up ; and tbat..wtoiQh I 
loved yefterday, I hate to-day.. Thou IcnQWjpft, ho\«f 
I loved books; this<huniour is quite .changed* .if 
the fun fhines into my chamber, I as foox}m\it,mji 
-virindows, being not able: to endure it i.^ni hdvioft 
remained a minute inobicurity^ I ani^mipatient foe 
the light. Paris, wbere one may fay fbran^rs Qome 
from all parts, to fee the varieties . and .diverfion^ 
there are to be met with, appears ta me .now. aii 
hofpital of fools: Llon^ for hothing.jnore than 
Conftantinople^ and* to be.with .my.ffiends^Jaia- 
^ning I (hall find eaie in their company. And tbift 
is the unhappy condition c£ €tij friend* without 
any hope of feeing any more ^^urbants ana.MufluI-i 
men. . 1 loath as much the fii^t of ah ignoraat phVi* 
fician, as the Emperor Severus^id ^corriipt. judge : 
AAd I look on tf little valet that fery^es me« asii ne,-? 
eeflary evil. Y^t I would a little divert thee,: maugre 
the illnefs which h4s teizei me. ^ It is not above ii^ 
iponths fince I entertained this.enemy.iamy houfe^ 
which is a French valet, who pnakes himfelf a fop] { 
of a pigmy's Mature) yet a 'giant in roguery; be. is 
cladlire the graces, being half naked, . and wears 
bufkins like the poetical divinities; his. ordinary 
function is tafweep every day. my chamber, whicb 
yet is as naAy as Aus;eas's ftable: When! am 
awake he is afleep, and ne is always awake wheal 
am afleep. For this tl^Jfteei) y^rs jhat lie has fqen 
the light, he cannot remember bfj .kas p^pn two. 
hours without eating; when he eatsjiot openly and 
before folks, left he ihould Jhinie me,' he willydlS 
be fure to keep his phap a going on fomething in 
corners. When'I went abroad, I was forced ta 
follow him ; and now that I keep ipy bed, it is hard 
tojudg^ which of us two is the mailer, fbr be never 
parts with his hat from his head. He is more ready 
jlo pull off my cloaths,. than to put them on ; .'whSc^ 
nakes me chiefly careful of him at fuch times^ tkat 

lit 
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he leaves me not ftark naked. He is, moreover, n 
politician as much as any Florentine ; when he is to 
do any good office he falls into the Spanifh pace ; 
but to a perfed bad one, he is as nimble as Caefar 
was in the quickeft of his expeditions ; whence it 
is that I am a debtor to my own arm and hand, for 
the fervice I draw from him, beine like certain 
drugs which never yield an odour till well beaten. 
As to his religioiK a man would imagine he held 
the Metempfychous, fo carefully does he preferve 
the lice that eat him, left in killing them, he a& 
contrary to the precepts of Pythagoras. He is more- 
over, befides* an irreconcileable enemy .to all neatnefs, 
to water ana to truth ; and he is more ftinking than 
a fynagogue, drunker than a Swifs, and a greater 
liar than any oracle. In the mean time^ my illne/s 
jncreafes, and my domeftick enemy is fo well, that 
he afluredly waits my^ death, to live more honour- 
ably on my fpoils. I diiFer much this day from what 
I was yefteraay, and I know not whether I fliall 
not to-morrow go to my l6ne-home. Pray the Im- 
mortal for me, and remember we were once in 
flavery together. Should I efcape, I (hall have the 
joy or never feeing thee -in the fad condition I am ; 
and if I cannot elcape death at thi$ time, I fhall 
have the fatisfafiion of fufFering it before thee. 
However, believe I do not defpair, though I much 
complain. I ceafe writing to thee, but I will never 
ceafe loving thee. Mahmut embraces thee in this 
country of Infidels, having thee always in his hearty 
and praying for thee continually. 

Paris, x»th of the 4tb Mood, 
of the Year 1^39. 



LETTER XII. 
To the Kaimacham. 

THE King of France has a dwarf called Ofmfn, 
born in a village of the Morea, and carried away 
in bis infancy into Italy by pirates. He was bought 
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by a SpanJfh Lord, who afterwards made a prefent 
of him to this King, with fuch a bonne grace^ as 
entitles magnificence to the fmalleft things, after tho 
manner of that nation. The Spaniard having pre* 
fented his dwarf, faid no more, the dwarf malcing^ 
this following difcourfe : 

* Sir, I am a Chriftian, although my parents bo 

* Turks. If thou willingly rcceiveft me for thy 

* flave, I receive thee yet more willingly for my. 

* mafter, being a juft and merciful Prince : But I am 

* obliged to tell thee, if thou wilt behave thyfelf like 

* a mafter, whofe liberality is guided by prudence, 
^ thou wilt never do me any hurt, or ever do me any 

* great good. Shouldeft thou give me opportunities 

* of acquiring riches, and throw open the gate of 
^ honours to me, I (hall thereby, perhaps, grow 
^ vicious and infolent. Beftow only one thing on 

* mc, which will not be afterwards in thy power to 
^ takeaway: Give me good education, and let^a 

* man of learning take the charge of me^ by which 

* means I (hall be revenged of nature, in making mo 

* but an atom of a man ; and perhaps, make th^ 

* courtiers one day repent of their prefent laughter.! 
Ofmin has behaved himfelf fo well, and gained 

fuch credit by the fubtilty of his wit, and reaJinefs 
of his anfwers, that he is, at prefent, one of tho 
Court's choiceft entertainments, and the fcourge of 
all debauched people. Coming one day to divert 
and comfort me in my illnefs, he told me, that being 
in private difcourfe with one of the women belong-- 
ing to a lady of the firft rank, he was forced to con-, 
ceal himfelf fpeedily behind the hangings, to prevent 
being furprized in the chamber, where this lady, 
tmezpededly entered with the Venetian Ambafla- 
dor, who ordinarily refides in this court, and where 
he heard the following difcourfe from this Minifter's 
own mouth. 
* Madam, I fhall willingly difcover to you, now 

* that we are alone, the intentions of the Kepublick 

* I lerve, touching the Turkifli affairs, provided you 

* promife me to do nie two different good turns. It 

* is 
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is atrofuteiy heecflaify w^ nfalc6' war with theYe 
Barbarians^ bcfo/ef they' decharc it agaiiift^us. Xhe 
Ottoman family is liti, the mftHematical compafs, 
which enlargdi itfe'lf the mdre it is preffed. YoU 
are not to hi infortTiecT of the famous viftory gained 
by. our General Capello, who has led in triumph 
all thegallies of Africk; but though Atnorath b^ 
empibyecf on the frontiers of Perfia, in the fiege oF 
a moft Impbi-tant place, yet does he already threaten 
to be revenged for the'defeat of ,thefe Barbarians. 
The Minifters of the port do alfo prefs hfm to thew 
his refenrment ; and wc certainly know by fecVet 
relat?on^ from the Turkifli' campy lying before 
Babylon, that the Grand Signibr hasfaid 'iriTull 
council, that he'will hiuifelf throWthb' firft fine- 
ball into oiir arferi'al. That, Madijm,^ Which lies 
in your power, is, to perfuade the Ki'n'g' to engage 
in the common caufe ; and for this end make uji a 
-peace with his cnemii^s, that'he'nia^ join Ms rtaval 
forces with ours. On the othei* h!aWd,*we'*c6111^ 
witfi yb'u wbuld^ offer the confriary to Gar<J7fial 
Richlieli; becaufe this-MlnifteV ufu'afiy* ilight?njg 
wonieos counfeHi will conife to our' pltrpofe 
through his obftirtate humour of cohtWdiOTng 
you: A"J 1 do not doubt!. but this artifice wHi 
fucceed, if thou perfuade him the Ring is reJbtvid 
not to give u^ any affiftarice. There rtrnis a re^orti 
as if our Bailio has been laid hold on at Conflan- 
tinople, and retained prifoner in the caftle of Seven 
Towers, by the orddr of the Kaimacharii. And it 
is added, that the Grand Signior offtrs a peJice i6 
the Perfians, to returh fpeedily into Eiirope ;• tfia^ 
having no diverfiori on that' ude, 'h¥ riiay tufri all 
his forces againft the Republick. 
* The Pope promifei much, and wended ndtfeiit 
but he will keep hi<5 word, being the perfon moft 
interefted in our affairs. He ,will furriifh fflgfti^y^* 
jofn his' gallies to thbfe of the KepnbVrek V and 
morebveV fend' us fev^ral^ ftouHr men. The- King 
of Spain pVomifes 6$ fbrty gallies, \VitTi all hecel- 
fari'e^;- together with fifty veffeh' of war. Tihe 

' Great 
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* Great Duke of TufcanywHl affift u$ with i^ight 

* veflels well fet out, and fix gallies weJlarmed^. 
' The King of Poland promUes to feiid into the Infi- 

* dels country an army of fifty thoufand Coflacksi, 

* and others (hall cruize about. the Levantine feas 

* with their brigantines, a«d efpecially. the .Archi- , 

* pelago. As to what refpe^ls the RepubJick» tho . 
'chief families in Venice nai/e already proffered jtQ 

* • fet out, and entertain at their own charge, a vef* 
^ ^fel, till tho war he ended ; and all the great cai^les 

* and towns on the firm land freely offer, to furnifh 
^ the Republick with fifty thoufand ducats a month. 

* This kingdom which is fo full of men, amongft 

* which tliere ^are^ fo many good Officers, * (whichr 

* are rich in money, and' at prefent fa confiderable 

* at fea) muft pot oi^ly pot trP>]?^? fo noble and 

* neceflary a pjojedV, in continuing a war with 

* Spain*; but alfo give it5 afliftabcej by fuppfcj'or 
•• men, money, a.nd vefTds. If you can, Mada'm^'. 

* oblige the King to enter into this leaguie, you. will j 

* merit an everhfling remembrance, anil have an; 

* hundred thoufand crowns,'which lie ready for you ■ 

* at Venice, to be paid when and where yt)u pleafe, 

' * This is God's caufe, the occaGon i« favourable,' 
*- and all things feem in a readinefs. You may im- 
'• mortalize your name, and with your beauty, your 

* credit and eloquence, give good grounds of hope to 

* Chriflendom of fucceft, by obtaining the affiftance 

* of the mofl puiflant of the Chrittian Monarchs/ 

. This is what the dwarf hear^, and what he en- 
trufted me with firice : Were I in a condition, iiluf- 
trtous Kaimachara, to relate particularly the life of 
Ofmin, I am perfuaded thou wouldefl give entire 
credit to the difcourfe he made me, 
; Ofmin is born a Turk, he loves me dearly, and 
Has a certain fympathy with me ; which obliges him 
to feek me often, and entruftme \yith all the adven- 
tAires of his life, treating me not only as a friend, but 
living with me as if I were his brother. . - ' 

There. being fome days fince, I languiihed in bed»" 
tormented with a diftemper,. which at its beginning 
threatened me with vexatious coiifequences, and 

which 
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which caufes me to droop and languifli, thou wilt 
pardon me, if I reafon not much on an adventure (a 
extraordinary. Should God reftore me to my health, 
I (hall double my care and diligence, in obferving^ the 
meafures of this court. Order by thy prudence and 
valour, that the preparations of thefe {nfidels ag^inft 
the formidable monarchy of the True Believers may 
vanifh into fmoak: And, the Great Sovereien of the 
lower and upper world grant thee perfe^ health; 
which is foueht in vain by his Highnefs's flave, and 
thy fervant, Mahmut. 
Paris, xAth of the 4th Moon, 
of the Year 1659. 

LETTER XIIL 
To Ifouf, his kinfman. 

NOtwithftanding my weaknefs, I force myfelf to 
write theethis letter, to thee with whom I am 
engaged bytntereft as well as by blood. Mydiflem* 
per lies fo heavy upon me, that there remains only 
the time to fpeak two words of devotion to thee. 
Ifouf, thou oughteft towards the end of the moon in 
May, to go to Mecha ; carry me along with thee, 
though I am at this diflance. I intreat thee, when 
thou (halt arrive with the caravan of Pilgrims at the 
mount of Ararat, to offer there a facrifice in my 
name; immolate a (heep in commemoration of Abra- 
ham ; and if thou arrived in health at the Holy 
Mofque, and in full ftrength, offer devoutly my 
prayers to our Great Prophet. I alk not honours of 
Mahomet no more than riches: I only beg that 
Heaven would reflore me what I have loft ; it is 
health I defire, whereby I may ferve our Great Em- 
peror, and live more noly than I have done. But 
before thy departure, diftrij>ute a good dole to the 
poor ; and if thou wanteft money> go and find Dgnet 
Oglou, borrow of him, in my name, feven hundred 
and fifty Afpers, which thou fhalt immediately deal 
out to thofe that have moft need. 

Thou knoweft how greatly the works of charity 
are recommended to us : They multiply the benedic- 
tions 
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tions of Heaven, and increafe our wealth. I neither 
do, nor can do this in the Infidels country ; thou 
knoweft my inability, fpeedily' fuccour me in the 
neceffity I am of doing good, and let nothing hinder 
thee, no argument of good hufbandry nor fuper- 
fiition. If thou neglea my prayer, the (hame 
of the fault will lie at thy door i and thou alone 
ihall bear the iniquity, if thou executed not the will 
of a dying man, efpecially having the power. I 
forgot what! had of greateft importance to tell thee^ 
and which is the moft holy, and aimed at to obtain 
With the greateft earneftnefs : Endeavour to get for 
me a little piece of the cloth wherewith the temple 
of Mecha is every year hung, and which the Pil- 
grims tear in pieces to have each of them a part ; 
and fend, as ioon as thou canft, this holy relick, in 
a little filver box, to Carcoa at Vienna, who will 
take care I receive it. , If thou beeft a good MufTul- 
man, give fpeedv help to a difciple of the fame law ; 
and if thou beeit a real kinfman, affift me, love me^ 
and take on thee my defence when neceflary. . I 
embrace thee with all my heart and firength ; and 
though I believe myfelf very near death, yet I wiih 
'thee a long and happy life. 
Paris, zithofthe 4th Mood, 
of the Year 1639. 

LETTER xrv. 

To the Invincible Vizir Azem, at Conftanti- 
noplc. 

IF thou beeft the fame jthat commanded the army 
of the True Believers before'Babylon, I write to 
thee without congratulating thy refurre^on. The 
people at Pslris have killed thee by their difcourfes, 
becaufe they wiihed thy death, and it is generally 
faid thou waft ftrangled by four Mutes. But if I 
write to another, raifed to die chief dignity of the 
Empire, I pray the Great God, virho will one day 
judge all men, that he will long continue thee in 
Amnrath'ft fervicej ever happy, and always attended • 

with 
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with viftory ; and gii^e/thec better fortune than alt 
'^the other Vizirs, who' Have governed in the vatt 
-^Empire of the MulTuImen. 

~ '- I have been fick during the fpace of eighteen 

^ Moons, and roy health i« not yet fully reftored : I 

^have h'ved all that time in corttinoal expCiftation of 

'death, and fo many odd things have happened in ray 

' ficknefs, thati fhould fall into it again, Ihouldft thou 

' oblige me to make the recital of ^em*. 

' The charity of the Chriftiart Dervifes has been 

^ very grekt towards me, having' neglenaed nothing 

\ whieh might be any ways ferviceable to my happy 

' de]iarturfe. The graveft of them have often attended 

" hre with difcom*fes of the iHnntoWality of the foul, of 

' hell, their purgatory^ parad^e, and the merits and 

^ indulgenci^s of the church* Several phyiicians have 

come to fee me, and ufed their dtmoft fkill to keep 

me alive, and imagine I owe my life to them ; btit 

' if it be fo, they have paid themfelves for their care, 

* by drawing fo much blood o'ut 5f me, having, I 
' think, quite emptied ifiy veins, toreflft, faid they, the 
^ feveral diftempers which affault^d me, and' to take 
'from "me rfie TuVkilh fever, which I nouriihed ; for 

I affuredly brought it from Conftantinoplei 

The greateft fm I committed, dtrring'the courfe of 

fo long a ficknefs, was the pretending to con fiefs my- 

*felf-to a Captain Dervife, as the Chriftians do.in the 

principal feafts, and when they are ready to die. I 

ufed this ceremony but once, and T do not think I 

' have committed faer (lege, for:!' have tdfl no truth ; 

and if I may fpeak freely to thee, invincible Vizir, 

hear what a pleafant penance was enjoined me for an 

imagFnary cfFffle" of ^hrch I aiftufed'myfelf • I con- 

' feflfed, I hindered,' by an apology I had made, a 

' Mahometan frdm embracing the law of Jefus ; and 

' thfe' Dervife fei'd to me in a paffio'n, * You are not' 

* then a C^tbolick?' * I art,* anfwercd I, * and 

* only diffuaded this barbarian o» account I had ob- 

* ferved it .feldom hfappened,that a Turk, who 

* ch^ngtdhiV tew, cime to & good end ; and that 
' thcife, v^iio cfeafed to be Muflulmen, feldom prove 
^^ any other biit bad Chriftcans/ * Your reafonihe: 



* is alfo as falfe,' replied (harply the Monk, * as the 

* defign you h^6.ha4 is. jbad irSotj you never ought 
*• to hinder any thing whicA il good, for the fear 

* vou may have, ^that in the,.end it may ceafe to be 

* fo. And lenjoin you for pehanCe, to fcrape out 

* \jrjt)) ijych ^4ftnefs all the fharaders^f, your apo- 
logy, tha^'therg remain ho'niajl^ of it^ 16 thatthe 




^rlong as you. live, that he wO:uld deitroy the temple 
*, at ^qfha,'f9 f^rnpus ,by the impieties committed 

.* tl^erc, an^ enlighten the. eyes of the blind Maho- 
* rn?tarii5.' But I am conftrained to ^ftop here, 
being "fo feeble^ and. ihclirpofed, that 1 have not the 

, ftrength'to writ? 'that I am now recovering. 

The Mars v^hich.has made Germany tremble, I 

.mean the Dyke of; Weymar, is,, in 'fine, dead, at 

.thirty:frx;^years. of age^^nd buried in the fame field, 

gberein he gatheyed;his laft laurels, that is' to fay, at 
rjfac. I,(ba1l. iiiftinftly inform the Kaimacham of 
..whatever has ^happened ,du;-ing my ficknefs^ that I 
, niay^pot give 'tjxe'^ the. troqble td read the relation of 
' feveral adventures, which have been already pub- 
JvQiedJrKthe.wj)rld^,whilft,thou art employed in the 

freat affairs, of the il^rnpire. As fppn as I am able, 
ftian, ifj pofJiDle,.^(16 vv^ith greater- dihgence the 
. offices of. ..my ^lace, and henceforward punctually 
. adive/tife tjiee.of the cj^bals. Intrigues, and defigns of 
,. the lila^iarepesj^. that, thou mayeft not be unprovided 
^.^gainft all.th^ ajterpptfe of the Infidel's. ' ' » ■ 




•.good bf^ i'&c^ippire, and i^sV^ligion, .without f«c- 
" cefs. .'* ' ■ ' 

P^rif, X5t;h of the ipth Moon, 
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LETTER XV. 

To the Kaimacham. 

THOU wert but little miftaken, when thou 
thougbteft I was dead. I have been fo near the 
grave, that I may have received four of thy letters^ 
without being able to read them ; fo far was I from 
the power of anfwering them. I have been fick a 
wbde year and fix months out of the commerce of 
the livmg, and without receiving^ any confolation 
from any one ; abandoned to phyhok, and become 
the prey of the phyficians, and in Ihort, out of hope 
of ever recovering ; but the day wherein I am to be 
judeed is not yet come : I am, in fine, ftill alive, and 
ihall foon, I hope, be well aeain, if thou, to over- 
whelm me, chargeft not my long malady as a crime 
upon me, and fu/pe£teft me not guilty or infidelity. 

I have informed myfelf, wfthin thefe few days, of 
feveral events which have happened during the 
courfe of feveral moons, which I mall relate to thee, 
if I can, in this letter, to make amends for the time 
I have loft ; but in fo few words, as will occafion 
thee to think I am ftill fick ; for which thou muft 
not blame me, feeing thou loveft brevity. 

France, during the time I have not writ to thee, 
has given me marks of its power and policy* Four 
places have been befieged in the year 1630, whofe 
fuccefs have not been equal. The French have met 
with difadvantage before Thionville, by the valour 
and conduct of Picolomtni, one of the Emperor's 
Generals, who was born in Italy, and brought up 
from a child in the trade of arms. It is faid, he has 
attacked and vanquiflied his mafter's enemies with 
fuch fpeed, that one may compare his adion with 
that of Claud! us Nero, when he defeated Afdrubal, 
who had entered Italy : He has broken the enemies 
army, routed the horfe, took the cannon, killed the 
French General, and immediately raifed the fiege ; 
but in revenge, the fame French, who were beaten 

before 
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i'^fore Tliionvflle, have made themfelves nuAat 

^'of ileden. Salens, and Salfe^ which hfk was 
taken by the young Prince qf Ccndc, who gives the 
marks of an extraordinary valour; but the Spa- 
niards have retaken theie places, which have coft 
them dear. It is faid that the Governor left hy the 
Prince of Conde there, being prefied by the Spaat«> 
* ards to farrender the place, threw out to them an 
iiot white loaf, iaying, ^ That thofe who eat of 
^ this bread, would not furrender themfehcs, before 
^ enemies come to the tkmc whercia they m^t eat 
* ice/ 

Yet the place was furrendcred before the fpringu 
_ time was come to change the face of the earth ; lb 
far were they from holding out till it was covered 
with ice. 

This King immediately appeafed the infurredions 
which were made in T^ormandy. But what wilt 
thou fay to Cafimir, the King of Poland's brother, 
who, being returned a fecond time into France alone 
and difkuii.ed, was difcovened and carried prifoner to 
the caule in the wood of Vinciennss, near Paris, 
where he is carefully guarded^ 

The war has been very cruel in Italy, between the 
three parties, who are extremely animated againft 
one another. Prince Thomas of the houfe of Savoy, 
drove out by furpr ize the French from Turin ; but 
thou wilt foon underftand that our capital enemies, 
the Spaniards, have been beaten and entirely de- 
feated under Cazal, by the Count Jiarcourt, of the 
houfe of Lorrain. 

The^pantards and Dutch have made a great noifir 
in the ocean with their fleets } the fof mer came with 
fourfcore veflels of war, to land jBfteen thoufand 
men in Flanders 5 but having been met by Vaa 
Trump, a commander of great cotirage and expe- 
rience, there was a bloody battle fought, which 
lafted long, but at length ended in the defeat of thd 
Spaniards. 

The Dutch have taken thirteen (hips, and abcTvc 

twenty of them have been driven by the weather on 

Y0L.L . K . xht- 
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the coafts of England, where they are loft, and eight 
4)thers have had the good fortune to get into Dun- 
kirk. 

The viStory of the Dutch is complete, having loft 
but one fhip in the whole engagement, again ft fo 
puiffant an enemy, and whofe iubjeds they were 
formerly. 

Bear with me, illuftrious and happy.Kaimacham, 
wanting ftrength to continue on writing, though it 
were the vidlories of Amurath which I were to relate. 

I fhall make known to thee, on the firft oppor- 
tunity, whatever Ihall come to my knowledge. In 
the mean time, the Creator of all things dlrcA thee 
in all thy ways, and profper all thy undertakings* 

Paris, i5tfa of the loth Moob» 
of the Year 1640. 



LETTER Xyi. 
To Dgnct Oglou. 

I Am in a manner raifed from the dead by reading 
thy letter ; there is not a line or fyllable, but 
Aleves the marks of a true heart, and a tender and real 
fy mpathy with my condition : I pray heaven, we 
may do nothing, either of up, to Itflen this afFe£lion. 

Thou informeft me in thy letter of the departure 
of Ifouf for Mecha: I give thtc a thoufand thanks 
for the m6ney thou haft given him, for the offering a 
facrifice in my name on the Sacred Mountain, and to 
diftribute here below the alms which I enjoined him. 
I admire thy bounty, and the charitable care thou 
haft had of the falvation of thy friend Mahmut, in 
fending one of our devotees to Medina, to go the 
pilgrimage and fay prayers for me. In a word, I fee 
thy kindnefs makes thee forefee and provide againft 
all my wants. There is no place or time where I 
receive not the marks of thy favour. 

Seeing I am fo dear to thee, and loving thee fo 
greatly as I do, let no diftance of place, poverty, 

difgrace, 
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Jiigrace, imprifonment, or any other misfortune, «• 
tinguifli, or fo much as damp, our mutual afiedion. 
Ihave in a manner ftole the time I write to thee» 
For I have nothing which is truly mine, and I make 
thee a prefent of a thing which I owed the Kaima- 
cham, for whom I oueht toemplymore time in wri- 
ting. But let us lay afide all thefe trouhlefome afiairs, 
and entertain one another with an entire confidence 
And familiarity. Thou wanteft not wit, employ it 
in the ftudy of hiftory, after the fufficient inflruc- 
tions in the matters which concern religion. If thou 
wilt be a Prince among other men, feparate thyfelf 
from the croud, by the application to good authors ; 
read much, yet read little ; read ever good books, 
there being few of them, and thus thou wilt read 
much. If thou canft attain to the knowledge of 
whatfoever is known of men, thou wilt be a kind ot 
God amongft them ; whereas thou wilt be of the 
number of beafts if thou faileft of acquiring the no* 
tices thou oughteft to have. I wi(h thou wouldft 
mind more for thy friend's fake, what pafles in the 
Seraglio, in the Uivan, and in the Prince'^ moi 
fecret councils, to know what is faid there again ft 
me, and for me : Good and feafonable advice doet 
oftentimes hinder much mifchief, and does a great 
deal of good. Friendflifp makes tbofe things which 
are otherwife hard, very eafy : ' He that is not ready 
' (fays an holy man amongft the Chriftians) to fuffec 

* all things, and to lore all, and his very will tdo, 

* for th« fake of him^ that he loves, deferves not the 

* the name of a friend.' . 

Let us ever forget the words mine and thine : Thy 
good fortune is mine, even as thy difgraces arej if 
we thus eftablifb our friendship, why may/ we not, 
though modern Turks, compare ourfelves to tbofe 
ancient Greeks, who have given fuch glorious markii 
to the world of their friendfliip ? Why may wc not 
be the imitators of Pelopidas and Epaminondas, who 
contra6);ed fo AnA an union, that nothing couU 
change it ? Although we were not born the fame 
day, in the fame climate, and in the fam« town,* 2% 
, Ka Ptily. 
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Po i y < lfa t ii& and Hypodides, vrbo were bom in tlie 
fsaae homtcj at tbe fame lioiir, and lived always to* 
getber, and fell fick at the fiune time, and loved 
equally ; yet let us fuipafs Aem im afledton. Love 
we one anothor more than Thefeus and Piritbous ; 
nore than Damon and Pttkias ; the fenner of which 
contrafied in aims, and the other in ftudies, that 
it^A amity that has rendered them fo recommend-^ 
able to pofterity. If thou knoweft any fecret where- 
by to reftore my appetite, which I have loft, fend it 
me. I am here fpcdator of a miUton of ftiouths, 
who eat four times a day, and oonfume i ;cod oxen 
every week, and i^ooo other pieces of animals, be« 
fides muctoB, veal, h»gs ; not to reckon all forts of 
fbwls, and fruits produced by the earth, and the 
fifhes from the feas and rivers. 

I am forced to die with hur^r with my meat in 
my hands ; and in a town where there is an abun* 
dance of all forts of things, I want all things. Bread, 
which is io pleafant to the eye, and fo favoury to the 
tafte of all other people, is naufeated by me. Wine 
only, bjccaufe it is forbidden by oar law, rejoices the 
fight of me, afid ftirs up a delire of drinking. Ijet 
me hear oft from thee ; let thy letters be inftru£^4v«, 
and be levelled againft my melancholy temper. The 
God of Mahomet keep thee ever in health, and ^ 
febake thee love me, as thou doft, continual! )r. 

Paris, X5th ofthe lothMooo* 
of the Year 1640. 



LETTER XVir. 
To Adonai the Jew, at Genoa. 

THOU art as lazy in writing, as inconfiderabic 
in thy judgment of things. Thou haft written 
to the Grand Vizir, that this Republick is difbofed 
to join its forces to that of Venice, for its aiEftance 
in the war againft the Porte ; hut what ground haft 
Ubioa for this advice i And if the Grand Vitir (hould 

oblige 
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•bli^ thee togiveaneafan for this^ how canft tliou 
fadslTy bis cufioiity, and htiider him from accaling 
thee of.gceat I^kUiirfs:. 

I now receiiued a copy of the kttec thou didft 
write to.Coaftaiitinople, ^or which I thank thee. It 
wovild have been better 1 had received the original 5 
for I woirid not have feru it. There's no likelihood 
that a Repuhlicky (b defiirous of eftablifliing peace Ia 
her domini(^s, will difturh her own quiet for the 
fervice of a (late, with which (he is always at war. 

Had the Genoefe any caufe of complaint againft 
Amurath, they would want neither fold iers, nor 
arms, .nor veffds^.nor "money, to raife enemies againft 
him. But at prefent, whilft their afFairs are in a full 
calm, both abroad and at home, th^y make (with 
greater prudence than the Venetians) war in the Spa- 
iiittk £ndie& with t^eir regifter» and arithmetick ; and 
«liey*hav9 atways the advantage in this kind of com- 
bat^ wherein there is no example they evei? loft. Lee 
fShU nation alone in pfeacc : Write rather to die Porte> 
ihat the Genoefe^ condi^mned by nature to dwell iiv 
die roclis and defert mountains, havef<»und the means* 
of making thefe the nfibft delicious abodes in Europe, 

Tell the Grand Vi»ir, that fo maiiy extravagant 
phtlofophersi, who co/idinuaWy fearch for what they 
will never find) have at length fllewed, that there iy 
no other place where are more perfe<Sfc Chemifts to 
be found, having converted into gold almoft all the 
ftones in the country, changed the horror of their 
deferts into moft pleafant gardens ; and the cot- 
tages of the ancient Ligurians are transformed into 
palaces, enriched with marble and i>orphiry, with fa 
great magnificence and propriety, that nohoufes are 
comparable to theirs. To which thou mayeft add,, 
that the inheritance of the pooreft Genoefe does^ at 
this time, much furpafs thofeof their predeceflors. 
Shew him they have begun to give connderable fuc- 
cours to great and puiffaht monarchs, by immenfe 
fums ; and that, in nne, in the regifters of particular 
traders,' one may fee the names of the greateft ii>o- 
narchs on earthy to whom they are become creditbrs^^^ 
Kj B« 
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Be more careful of what thou writeft for the fu- 
ture; and when thou giveft advice, fetdownwhat 
thou knoweft without exaggeration, and be referved 
in what is doubtful : Never write falfehoods in thy 
difpatches. Be alfo never the author of vulgar ru- 
mours, and ftories made by people at leifure, who 
abound with extravagancies. God help thy under- 
ftanding, and heal thy diftempers, if thou haft any» 

Paris, xoth of the nth Moon> 
of the Year 1640. 



LETTER XVIII. 
To the Kalmacham. 

THE Chriftians are become Magicians ; or, to 
fpeak better, the Spaniards who make war ki 
Piedmont, have filled the world with aftonifbment 
by an extraordinary and new inchantment* I wrote 
to thee, there were two great armies before Turin,. 
one to take it, and the other to fecore it ; but I hav« 
not yet made known to thee, that the cannon of the 
Spaniards are become couriers, who carry their dif- 
patches in the air into the befieeed cities 3 and more* 
over ammunition, powder, faltpetre, and mpney;. 
a marvellous irivention, which nils me with admi- 
ration in writing it. There is a man in the camp 
of General Leganez, who makes brafs bullets fo ar- 
tificially, that, naving (hoc them into the ditch of the 
place, they have for a long tinne fuccoured the be- 
fieged. It is faid, that bemg made in a vice, and 
hollowed within, they have ferved for two ufes, and 
convey into Turin what was wanting, and to brina 
back mto the Spaniards camp the things they mou 
needed. But this induftry proved in the end ufelefs ; 
and after feveral conflicts, Turin lias fallen again 
into the hands of King Lewis, who has therein re- 
eftablifbed the Duchefs of Savoy, to the great fatis- 
fadtion of her people, who have thereupon (hewed 
the figns of. the greateft joy. This re-eftabliihment 

is 
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h owing to the valour anil conduct of Count Har^ 
court, who has fuftained and repdled the aflaults of 
two armies ftronger in number-than his own. This 
Captain has made his name as famous in Italy, as 
ivere heretofore thofe of the heroes of Rome and 
Athens. The Marquis of Leganez undertook the 
fiege of Cazal, an important place belonging to the 
Duke of Mantua, fituated on the famous river of 
¥oy in Italy. Courrc Harcourt not being able with 
all his army to put fuccours into the place, he took 
the party of forcing himfelf the befieged, entering oa 
horfeback into the lines with his fword in his hand^ 
where he was followed by fome of his gentlemen* . 
The Spaniards being furprized and aftonimed, found 
BO fafety but in retreat, which tliey made diforderly ; 
and the French, under fuch a Captain,- bore away 
that day, the greateft and moft glorious vidory they 
ever won in Italy. 

If thou requireft an account of me of what has 
pafled in Germany, I can tell thee, that the war has 
been carried on there this year with equal fuccefs and. 
lofies to both parties, to whom fortune has been 
ibmetimes favourable, and other whiles contrary. 

But I am informed there is a defign of making a 
great affembly at Cologne, to re-eftabliOi a peace be- 
tween all the Chriftian Princes; and that the King 
of France has named, for his Plenipotentiary there, 
the Cardinal Julius Mazarin^, an Italian by nation> 
a man of great parts and experience in bufmefs. 

Prince Cafimir is fet at liberty, at the intreaty of 
the King of Poland, his brother, and has been unce 
well received by the King, who made him dine at 
his table, and prefent him with a rich diamond. 
The town of Arras, which the French have taken in. 
the Spani(h Netherlands, is of great importance, and. 
k a confiderable lofs to the Catholick King, and will 
give great reputation to his enemies, that have takea 
the place in the fight of a great army, commanded by 
the Cardinal Infant, Governor of the Low Coun-, 
tries ; which conqueft has mightily raifed the French 
courage, and increafed the glory of their Prince. 

K 4 The 
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The Queen i« brought to bed' of- a ftEcond' f©»^ 
who was born the nil of September, and he^ is- 
named the Duke of Anjou« 

The Spaniards are ay unrfortuiaatecfi the fea, as at 
Jand. Their fleet, which returned fFom! theCWeft 
Indies^ richly laden with commodities of all forts^ 
have been moft of them difperfed by tkc French 
naval army, commanded by the Dulce of Breeze. 
The Spaniards truly fotight with much valdur, but 
iifteeh thoufand of their men were flain, and two 
hundred* taken prifoners, together with five greeLt^ 
vefiels ricbly laden. One of the great galleons wa» 

' burnt ; and it is faid, the other lhip»^ were feved, 
having firft thrown the beArpart of their lading ov^« 
board, which they had brought with fiich great car» 
and pains from the other world. 

That which has pafled on the ocean^ has not hjn*^ 
dered the Archbifliop of Bourdeaux from fhewjng» 
the ftrength of the King, bis^mafter, on the Medi- 
terranean ; where he has fought an occafion of fight*- 
ingthe Spaniardiiwith a lighter army, confifling for 
thcmoft part of gallics. He had ^fen^ra^ defiance to 
the Duke de Farrandine, General of the Spahifb 

. gallies ; who being unwilling to accept of the chal- 
lenge, this prelate advanced towards the coaft of 
Naples, where he did fome mifchief* 
, One may fay, that the misfortunes of Philip, 
King of Spain, are as gVeat this year as bis power is* 
Uut it IS faid, thefe loffes are not comparable tot 
what he is threatened with, if Portugal and Catalo-f . 
nia (hake off the yoke of his domination, as tho 
common report runs. 

I have heard much talk in general on thofe confi- 
derable affairs^ without being hawev^r informed of 
any certain particulars. But henceforward, when I 
fball be able to leave my chamber, to go into the 
churches, walks and gardens, about the city and' 
the court, I (ball let nothing pafe without a ftrift ' 
enguiry, and give a faithful account of whatever 
deferves thy notice, and fhouldffc thou defire any*' 

particular thing of ihy (kve Mahmut, it is but men- 
tioning 
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tk>ning it, and thou (bait not want an exa£b aai 
bumble anfwer. 

It oaakssoic tremble in tdlingthiee, that a report 
runs here of the Jeatfi of the invincible prop of the 
world,, the mighty of mightres ; in fine, of the glo- 
rious Amurarh. Itis fel^fe news, I hope, yet, how- 
ever, aiibted with great confidence. The Arbiter 
ofheavien andeanh confqund all enemies^ and give 
the Grand Signior, an'd thyfelf, a life which know* 
no end, and attended with bappinefs which cannot 
bcincreafcd. 

Paris;, 7tb of the laft Moobr 
of the Year 1640. 



LETTER XIX. 
To Dgnct Ogba. 

TITE lovely Greek, after whom tftou en<)|uireft 
fo earneftly, is long fince rethrd into France,j 
and has-been married eigitty itfaons toagreatFrencli 
merchant, with whom I am* not Well acquainted',' 
but am informed is very rich> and fortunate in his 
dealings ; but infinitely more fortunate in being the 
biifband of Daria Lena Maani, by whom he has- 
feveral fine children. 

This charming preek does now profefs the Ro- 
man religion, which is the only faUlt I find in her. 
I never knew woman*, whofe whole carriage is fo* 
graceful, who does all things with fuchacareleft ex- 
a<9nefs, and- whofe virtue is left m'orofe. Mere 
chance brought me acquaint^ed with her; whomF 
no foorter faw, but T was ftruck with admiraftion; 
She came to Paris tht lad year' to folic it a lawfbft 
againft' a ftranger about an eftate. It was at court,, 
and in theprefence of the King himfelf, that I firft' 
faw Daria: She fpoke to him fo fweetly, that fhe 
foon obtained what ihe defired ; and at tlie famd in- 
ftant, I felt ftjch inexpreffible paffions and long- 
ings after her acquaintance-*-^SufFcr me, my dear 
K 5 Dgnet, 
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Dgnet, to tell thee, that never any creature made 
fuch deep impreffions in the heart of a man, as this 
charming Greek did in mine. 

I drew near to her as foon as I could ; I fpoke to 
her in her own language, telling her I was an Ara-t 
bian ; and (he anfwered me with as great modefty as 
benignity. I went the day following to give her a 
vifit in her own lodgings j where this adorable per- 
fon received me with thie greateft civility, not for- 
bidding me a return ; bemg pleafed, perhaps, to 
meet with one that could fpeak her own language^ 
which is very rare in thefe parts. 

Since then I could not for my life forget her : I 
have ferved her with the greateft diligence, and fo 
doated on her, that I forgot myfelf and thee, and if 
I may dare to fay fo, the Grand Signior too. Par- 
don this infidelity on the account of a paHion which 
knows no moderation, being not able to withftand 
the force of fo invincible an enemy. 

Daria is young, of generous temper, and in whofe 
whole deportment there is no grace wanting. Her 
virtue is far above Lucretia's ; for this Roman lady 
kiNed herfelf, having iirft endured the violences of a 
tyrant; whereas (he would die before fbe would 
come to fuch a trial. If you have feen her at Con- 
ftantinople, you muft have known her perfedions: 
I, for my part, who only knew *her at Paris, have 
remarked four beauties in her perfon, which I be- 
lieve are not to be found in any of thofe ladies kept 
3n the Seraglio. Her eyes, her mouth, her teeth, 
and her hands, feem to have been made only to fur- 
j)i(h. the God of Love with darts. She is fure to 
firike where fhe will with her fine black eyes full of 
fire; and {he has alfo the fecret of healing the 
wound fhe makes, when flie pleafes. As foon as 
•ver fhe opens her mouth, the three Graces are feen. 
to fit fporting in her countenance 5 and her body 
moreover is fo proportioned in all its parts, that had 
Ihe lived in the time of Phidias, he had certainly 
taken her for the model of his Venus, which waft 
the adouratlon of the world. 

4 I have 
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i have plied this fair GredL with viiits ; loved her 

even to idolatry ; my refped has beea ever equal to- 

her virtue ; and the greateft favour I obtained from 

hcF, was to fuffer me thus to fpeak to her : * I love 

• you, Daria; Daria, I adore you;' but ihe would 
not fuiFer the leaft expreffion which might make her 
underfland any thing elfe. 

This incomparable beauty often faid to me ; 

* Mahmut, I have a great reipe& for you, becaufe 
^ you are difcreet and virtuous, and (hpuld alfo love- 
^ thee, wert thou not a man. Live on ftill as thou 
^ haft done, and thou wilt thereby oblige me to re- 
^ fpe£t thee more ; but think not to obtain from 

* Daria any more than an innocent afFe£^ion ; I owe 

• all to my hufhand, and I will never bfe unfaithful 
'^ to him/ If I ever attempted to fnatci^any fmall fa- 
vour, it was always iavain, having ever repelled me 
in fuch.a manner as made me lofe all hope, and at 
the fame time feel a new increafe of paffion. Con— 
fider, dear Oglou^ what pailed then in my heart,- 
and what a war I was to fuflain. 

In my great inquietudes, and (harpeftand cnieleft* 
pains, philofophy fupplied me with no other remedies/ 
but patience: She fet before me the'examples of the 
efteem. which, the antients had for pudicity; but (he 
hindered me not from alio remembering, that we 
fmd in hiftory almoil all the philofophers more tranf- 
ported with venereal pleafures, than retained by any 
precept of wifdom. Diogenes and Ariftotle, became 
they not fools hereby ? And Seneca, whofe morals 
are the rules of the wifeft, was he not driven out of 
Rome for his adulteries ? I tell thee plainly^ the pre- 
cepts of philofophy have influenced me not a whit ; I 
derided them, and was refolved to love on^and that 
more exceffivdy than all the philofophers together. 
Daria's foft 'feverity has laid on me ftronger laws 
than all the dogms of the Stoieks;. fo^ that nothing' 
can make me change my refoktion of loving hef 
eternally. If it be true that love is "a weaknefs, only. 
men, who are noble creatures, are thereunto fub- 
i^6L>. it being certain J that mean fouls cannot love, 
JL 6 becamfe 
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bccaufc they have no heart. * Nature's religion is fir 

* higher than rcafonj^ one is the work of GbdV 
whereas the other comes from nran : Be not thei» 
aftoniOied, if reafon docs fo oft yield to nature. ' 

pJiria had a mind to learr^' Italian, which the 
thought a better language than others. I taught her 
a great deal of it in a little time: But bulinefs quicklj* 
deprived an unhappy mafter of the mod perfeft of 
fcholars. She faid once tome; * Mahmut, Ictus 

* have a perpetual amity fer one another, but let us 

* love and efteem virtue* far before fricndihip. Teach 

* me hiftory and geography, to the end, thatknow- 

* ing kingdoms, towns, and provinces, and thofe 

* that gorcm them, I may know into how many 

* pars this earth, which appears fo admirable, is 

* divided ; I may now learn the forces, methods of 

* government, manner, religions of nations, thedif- 

* ference of feas and of mountains, of lakes and 
*~ rivers, of inhabited places, iflands and deferts, that 

* I tnay not confound the barbarous with the crvi- 

* lized nations, and republicks with monarcfties.* 
My worth V friend, fo noWe an inclination, joined 

with a lingular ^race, and attended with fa many' 
rare qualities, as well fpiritual as corporal, have re- 
duced the poor Mahmnt to a (favery, more rigorous 
than that which he fufffered with thee in Sidly. How 
ipany nights have I paffed in horrible reftleflfhefs ? 
And how many times have I vainly believed I wa*: 
^ith Daria, whom I fought in my chamber ; wfaen» 
fleep fucceeding long watching, reprefented her to 
me in a dream mord complaifant than ordinary?' In 
a word, Daria, fo filled my thoughts, that I forgot 
my books, and avoiding alfcJ the company of rtiy 
frienc[?, (he alone was my daily ftiidy, and I re- 
nounced all other divertifements ; the fineft ladies 
were naufeous to me; the fineft gardens feemed 
horrible forefts, which ferve for a retreat to fa vage* 
beafts. In fine, my paflion (friend Ogjou) comes' 
to that excefs, that I can find rro rc^medy. My teats 
were of none efFeft to foften Daria, and Thave caft" 
aayfelf athoufand times in vain at bcfrftctj allmy 
1 cares 
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atrm and rc^peds have fenred only to give me proofs 
of her virtue. Receive a« thou oughteft the conft-> 
cience I put in thee ; and if thou haft not an heart 
that can- love fo ardently, at leaft have fonpie conv- 
placency towards a ni^n whofe paffion has no bounds^ 
and reproach me n^t with having had too mitclv 
weaknefs, for having been vanquiihed by a woman.. 
It 19 women that have always won the ereateft vic- 
tories ; it i» their trade to conquer , and ever thofe 
too who fubdue aH things. It is inapoffible for me 
to comprehend how I could love fo ftronely without 
dying ; neither can I imagine how I ibaii Uv«> if I 
belong deprived of the fight of her I love, Daria- 
h« left Paris', and is diftant thence above three 
hundred miles ; confider then the condition I am in : 
I reckon myfelf in a folitary place, although there 
be above a million of inhabitants in the town where 
Idwell. I ftir not out of my chamber; and as to 
my books, they will yield me no comfort. My only 
care is to hourifli my diftcn^er ; whereby I ftudy to. 
make niyfdf moremiferable, bccaufe it is not in ray 
power fo nuich'as to feek the only way to haroi- ' 
ncfs I wiih for. Mahmut may be faid to be the ion 
of forrow ; my beard is nafty and overgrown ; I am 
out of love with myfelf, comfortlefs, avoiding all 
foclety, and am become invi&ble to all people, I 
have no hope amongft fo many caufes or defpair* 
but the affufance which Daria has given me, that I 
poflefs a place in her heart ; and I believe it, becaufe 
ffie fap to. Heaven has given her a frank and gene- 
rous iogl, and promifes her great things in the cburle 
of her life. I have fecreltly drawn her horofcope ; ae 
faraslcould find, all the planets are favourable to- 
her; (he is to live a great while ; fortune will fecond 
her intentions ; (be will tnloy an unintc^rrupted 
-health ; and this lovely perfon wiH ever eain the ad- 
vantage on all that fhall oppofc her. Happy is he 
• that fcall be of the number of friends, but more 
happy is he that'fliaH be beloved of her, for he may . 
afliire hirhfelf of being- beloved of the handfomcft 
and nroft deferviog Idoy in the worlds 

Read 
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Read my follies with fome indulgence, and be not 
angry with me when thou knoweft I was ready to re«- 
Aounce my religion for that of Daiia ; (he began ta 
convince roe, and I began to believe, that the reli- 
gion of the moft perfect and moft virtuous of women, 
was the bed. If thou haft intereft enough in the . 
Grand Vizir, or the Kaimacham, obtain for me the 

Crmiilion of leaving Paris for fix moons on!y, but 
no means let them know the occafion. I love 
much, abfent from Daria ; but it feems to me, I do 
not' yet love enough : I would have more violent 
tranmorts during her abfence, than thofe I fuffer 
whilft I fee her ; to the end I may fay, that at all 
times, and in all places, never any body loved fo 
much. I have difcovered to thee my whole heart ; 
cxeufe my paffion, if thou wilt not excufe thy friend 
. fo horribly tormented with it : And remember that 
the beautiful Roxalaiia iaid to the great Solynian : 
^ That the pleafure of commanding, and making, 

* one's felf obeyed> is to be reckoned but in the.. 

* fecond rank of pleafures ; whereas that of loving. 

* and bcine beloved, is the fi/ft.' 

Henry IV. was one of the greateft Kings of 
France, than whom no man ever more greatly loved. 
When he reproached the Duke of Bironwith the.. 
love he had for a: lady, m;)rk what this cavalier told; 
him : ^ Great King, how is it poflible thou (hpuldeft. 

* not be indulgent to lovers, who haft fo often faid. 
^ when thou waft in love, thou forgotteft thyfelf, 

* thy kingdom, and thy fubjeSs ?' And this dear 
Oglou, is what has happened to me at Paris, with, 
this admirable perfon, whom thou couldeft.not find 
at Conftantinople. But alas! I fliouldb? an .iin!«> 
happy friend, if w4th fucb a love as mine I (houIcT' 
fW^ove thy rivaL I will not imagine it; yet I mu.ft 
tell thee, that rather than yield thee Daria, I will 
facrifice to thee, all the time I have to live.. I have, 
given my pi£lure to this charming GFreek^ who has 
received it very courteoufly, yet rather as the wort 
of an excellent painter, than the pidture of a lover. 

But being full of good nefs, ana perfeflly difcreet,. 
file faid thus to me when I gave it her : ' Mahmuf, 

* tbankv 
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* thank heaven thou art not handfome ; Aich fort of 

* men have not.ordinarily all the fucceflcs they pre- 

* tend to in their amours. Wife ladies think thefe 
^ kind of people doat too much on themfelves ; and 

* thofe that are difdainful, find them not fubmiffive 
^ enough and refpedful ; and fuch as fear evil 

^ tonguesi dare not look on them; and alfo thoffer' 

* gentlemen imagine ladies favours are granted them 
^ becaufe they cannot withiland them, and they 
' cxpefk oftentimes to be intreated to receive them : 
^ Whereas thofe to whom nature has not been libe* 

* ral of her favours, do more than barely love ; they 

* adore their miftrefles, they are always humble^ 

* and knoMT hov^r to gain the coyeft beauty by their 

* refpe6lfu1nefs. As to thy part, who art none of ' 

* the faireft, thou wilt be happy if thou changed 
^ not thy manner qF living with me/ 

It is impofiible for me to fay whether Dariahas any 
confiderable imperfedion, being too greatly prepof- 
fefied by my paffion^ to difcover defects in a perfon 
whom 1 regard as an angel. Time and her promifes 
will one day (hew me, whether file has the vices 
ufual to thofe of her nation, whicliare commonly an^ 
infideljty covered over with, the moft fpecious pre- 
tences, and a continued diffimulation« 

However, fend me a cafk of the white balm of 
Mecha, and of the beft fort for fcent thou canft geb;. 
and »t the fame time fend me alfo fome of that pre- 
cious Eaftern wdod, whofe fcent is admirable to per- . 
fume the body. I have promifed the fair Daria this 
prefent ; let me foon have it, to the end I may ac- 
cuftom Daria ta the neatnefs and delicacies ,of the 
Mahometans. Preferve alfo thy health'; and if thou '. 
envieft me, love as much as I do ; but love with conr 
tioencyj if thou wilt love long, and be long beloved* 

The great God preferve thee from Moving, however,,, 
faexceffively as thy friend Mahmut does;, the dplorai 
being therein always certain^ and the fruition un- 
certain. 

Paris, loth of the ift Moon, 
, of the Year z6«x. 
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LETTEk XX. 

To the lavinciblc Vizir Azicm. 

THE Cbiaus arrived here the fame m&an '« 
which ( write to thee, and is in perftdt^ health 
with all his attenctents. 

I do not tell th«e in wha(» itianner he>wa$ received 
by the peopte at Paris, it being of fliiaU importance j 
feeing they have no other part in^the govet'nment of 
the kingdom, thai;i thaf of obeying. 

The popuiaee curioufly obferved his habit, Ms 
beard, and his gair, all as extraordinary, ft is cer- 
tain (invincible leader of his armies, in whom God 
has placed his authority of governing in the earth J 
our envoys are not eftecmed wherever they oome^ 
unlefs amongft the mofl rational and honeft part of 
mankind) which are always the leaft number. 

Not only the cammon fort run to fee our Ambaf- 
fadors, for the veftments they wear, to which their 
eyes are not a^KruAomed ; but even con (iderableper- 
fons have the fame curiofity. Some filentJy approve ;. 
others lift up theii^ hands, to note their aftonifhment ; 
and others, by an infolent murmur,' difcover their 
contempt, not underftandiHg the juftice due to 
ftrangers, whofe manners and fafliions ought never 
to be blamed : It being impoflible but whole nations 
muft have good feafbn for their cuftoitis and pra<!t!ces» 
fince fo many ages. 

But he Weis oot thus received at court, wher« the. 
King and his Minifter do all thi-ngs v^^ith great pru- 
dence; being refpedled as a man that brought good 
news, and fent by the greateft and moftpuifTant Em- 
peror in the world. As to the fubjeft of his coming, 
everybody fpeaksdiverfely. TheMinifters of foreign 
Princes are fearful, Itft the new Sultan (hould at- 
tefnpt the entire ruin of Chriftendom, and prove 
more terrible than Amurath. In the mean time^ 
this heatheniih people ihew incf^dible joy at the 

burning 
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, l^urnihf^ of the Inrp^f ial city of Cpoftantinoplc. But 
! tibie Km^ has. na. ip»ft iflt th^ featinients of his fub- 

Many fay thaib the King of) Red. Hoacb will renew 
the^ war with fihe'£mpir% ajid is perfuaded to .this 
by the Great Mogul ; and therc^ are feme who af- 
firai^he b^.already'laid fw%e. to Babylon. But thofe 
who fpeak with more fenfe, afldlefis hatred, affirm^ 
That all thePorte's enemies are like i-eeds expofed ta 
the wind, which will her eafily overthrown, if the 
French take not part with them j and it is the folly 
of this nation (who believes herfelf fuperior to all 
others, and the arJ>itet of the worjd) to think toa 
well of itfelf, ^ becaufe fhe is perpe<^«d as a friend 
to the fauhful Muffulmans.* 

The Jews (invincible Vizir, principal Minift^r of 

I the Empire, favoured of God) are the curfedeft race 
of all nations j the Chriftians accufed them of h»v- 
mg^'fet Con^ntinople on fire; and greatly praifed 

j Ihe Greeks for ojuenqhing it, to. which*, fay they, 

I ^ey- have no. lefs contnributdd'^by their handfs, than 
by the fervency, of their puayers ; and that heaven^ 

i bad preferved it from, a total ruin, becaufe of the 
facred reliques of fo many Chriltians, whofebodies^ 
Ke buried^ in our mofques. 

The news which, came from foreign countries, 

docs every day denote the difarder there is in all 

parts ; there being naching heard from the fide of 

Spain, but fecret conspiracies, and publick revolts* 

The people of Catalonia are in a continual com* 

I motion, and fo irritated, that they give no farther 
quarter to the S[ianiards. And from Portugal, ther^ 

, comes more furprizing news. 

! London is as fiill of difffuiet, new parties every 

' day forming themfelves agaioft their Sovereign 
Charles, matter of thofe three famous iflands v 
whence it appears, that the-Godof the N^zafenes 
is angry with thefe unb^ievtng people. 

i mall not foil to inform thee in due time, of fucb 
events as deferve thy knowledge. For if things da 
not foon change their p.9ftujr&» chefo countries, for* 

fekea 
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fakcn of heaven, (feeing the tru€ law, ^ftablifhed 
by our Prophet, is not received here) will fooft 
change their mafters, their manners, and religion. 

I adore, with the profoundeft humility, and with 
my head lying at thy invincible feet,- the authority 
which the Suhan has intruded thee with ; and which 
thou deferveft, as well for thy faitbfulnefs, as the 
greathefs of thy aflions. 

Paris, lorh of the ifl Moon» 
ofthe Ycai 1641. 



LETTER XXI. 

To Cara Haly, the Phyfician at Conftan- 
tinople. ^ . 

SINCE I received thy letter, and the marks of 
thy remembrance, I imagine myfelf much bet*, 
ter. I make two meals a day. I walk about in the 
morning, my appetite increafes, I have no more of 
thofe naufeous belches, I can read longer, and I 
fleep a-nights more foundly : Yet I cannot fay 1 aai 
in perfcft health j fo long an illnefs has deprived me 
of that which I do not find return. There's want- 
ing to my Intelleaual faculties a certain kind of vi- 
vacity, and readinefs in their operations, which is. 
extremely abated ; but I know not whether this be 
aaefFeS ofthe pain 1 fufFered,* or whether it comes 
not from nature weakened; as faft as our life ad^. 
vances to throw itfelf, as it were, into the arms of 
death, which is what is moft certain for me. I 
would willingly entertain thee on the condition 
wherein I find myfelf, could I overcome the weak— 
nefs of my difpoution, and the coldnefs of the fea-. 
fen, which pierce;s me, roaugre all my care to pre- 
vent it in this icy climate. The ink I write with 
freezes on my pen, and, a body may fay, the (ire 
freezes too, wanting, as it does, its ufual adivity,. 
the cold being fo (harp, that it extinguifhcs the na- 
tural 
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tural heat. The city where I dwell, appears on a 
fudden transformed into cryftal: The northern 
wind has in one night frozen the river; and all the 
fountains, which were wont to quench the thirft of a 
million of people, are dried up. All trade feems to . 
have ceafed ; the rich are retired to their fires, and 
the poor are creeping ahout the ftreets ; where, not- 
withftanding the exercifes they ufe to Oppofe thf 
cold, thefe Teem already ftarved.- The bread is be- 
come like marble or an hard ftone ; all things are 
frozen, and ancient people affirm, never the like 
ha^ happened in their days, or in the times of iheir 
fathers. There has been found fomc few miles from 
Paris, in the great road, two men clad in very coarfe 
fluff without (hifts, their legs naked, heads (haved, 
and cords about their middle, dead with cold 3 they 
were found embracing one another, thinking there- 
by to communicate mutual heat, to keep off, or at 
lead retard their deaths. Thefe people are Dervifes 
of the Latin church, which are called Capuchins, 
whofe life is a continual penance. They rife in 
the night to their devotions, and ipend their time in 
contemplation. They live upon alms which they 
receive of the Chriftians, which confifts^of bread, 
and roots and herbs; and if the charityr of. thefe 
Nazarenes extends to the givine any thing more, 
they ufe it with fobriety. 7 hey fleep on ftraw, and 
are obliged to wear the habit night and day, which 
is dreadful to look on, and in which they are buried 
when they die. When their occafions require them 
to travel, they are not permitted to go on horfeback, 
in a coach or chair, but only in veflfels when they 
go by fea, or on rivers, fp that they have only that 
granted them, which Cato was fo afraid of, and every . 
body elfe, but fools ; which is, to travel by water. 

In fine, their life is accounted a continual hell ; 
and they will be finely choufed, if thej find not a 
heaven when ilripped of their mortality. 

Thefe Religious are under the direction of one 
General ; obferve a long filence, which is a great 
virtue among them, and with this are fo exaAly 
obedient to their head, that they have no will left. j 

They I 
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They have very obrcure prifbns under grotincf, 
whereinto they thrufl thofe 'who-fcandalize their 
Order by thtrir crimes ; for notwithftanding the boli- 
tiefs of thefr r-iile, aftid the vigilance of tJieir fupe- 
riors to make it obferVed, there is never wanting 
(ome who wander from the right way, and oftea 

. make ufeof the efteem which men have for their piety, 
to commit fuch enormities as would he foundry pu- 
niffaed by the men of the world. Thefe kind of 
Dcrvifes cannot handle money without being guilty 
of a mortalfin. Notvvithftanding this protcffion of 
poverty, I h'ave feen thefe Dervifcs dreft up wnh 
greater magnificence than our Mufti, in the time 
when they celebrate their Maffes, afcending up to 
the Great Altar, covered with the fineft linen, and 
thereon vefts embroidered with gold, the moft deii- 

* cately wrought as can be imagined, and oft eij- 
riched with pearls and precious ftones. In t|ieir 
facrificethey eat theGonlecrated Bread, which they 
call the Meiffias his Body, which they are \iront to 
place in a plate of fine gold ; and" they alfb pat into 
cups of the fame metal, a liquor which, they fay is 
changed into the Blood of their God, as the bread 
into the Body, as- (bon as they have pronounced cer- 
tain words which th^yfecretly mutter. 

The facrifice is offered every day, and not onfy 
the people are prefent at it, but the greateft of the 
Itingdom, with their Mbnarch on his knees, and- in 
a fupplicate pofrure. There ffand about the altar fe- 
veral (lately candlefticks, wherein burn white wax- 
candles, which render the facrifice ftill more folemn. 
I relate to thee what I have fo often feen j for I 
chufe to be frequently in thefe Infidels churches, 
and at their folemn feflivals, the better to conceal 
what r am. 

Yet happy .is he that lives fatisfied with himfelf, 
stflurcd he ferves Go^ in the manner he will be 
ferved. Thou haft this good fortune, and that of 
beiiig in thine houfe'at thine eafe. When thou 
goeftout thou weareft a long ve ft down to thy heels, 
Ened with foft and warm furs, whilft i am obliged 
to cover myfclf barely with a black (hort cloak, 

which 
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whkh fcarcely reaches brfow my knees, and is too 
thin to rcfift the piercing northern Wafts, and is, in 
truth, a ^ery l-idiculous habit^j yet which I am 
obliged to wear, for the fervice df him y^ak flavc 
1 1 am,' which cannot cover tny bandy legs, and ill- 
fliaped body. I exped,. witfa>great impaciende, the 
feafon which overfpreads the gardens with ilowers, 
the fields with grafs, and crowns die tpces with 
bloflbms, and brings back the pretty birds^ who 
publifh the joy fill news of the Spring's approach : 
that being the time wherein! may expcdl my heahh. 
As to wh^t remains, thou wilt obligb me in mak« 
ing trial of my friendfliip, that thou mayeft know« 
there is not in all the Empire of the true Believers, 
a more faithful friend, and one that loves thee more 
cordially. Adieu. 

Taris, loth of the %d Mootij 
. * of the Y^ar 1641. 



LETTER XXU. 
To the Kaimacharii. 

^ I^HE court of France is an aflembly of politic 
* JL cians, who difcover or hide themfelves ac- 
cording to their interefts, and are more wont to hoi J 
their peace than to talk. They explafn themfelves 
in more than orte manner, on the things which they 
cannot conceal ^ and 1 draw from them that is ne- 
ceflary for my inftruftion, and thy information. 
There have happened fuch fudden and furprizing 
-motions in Spain, as caufe confiderable advantages 
to be hoped For by France, which fecms to have 
had a great hand in them, on ^vhich thou mayeft 
make what refle6lion thou thinkeft convenient. 

The mountains which divfde France from Spain, 
were called the Pyrenees. Catalonia is a province 
watered on one hand by the Mediterranean fea, and 
bounded by Navarre ; it lies fituatcd at tlie foot of 
tbcfe mountains 3 the people have taken up arms 

find 



tU LETTERS WRIT BY 

and vigoroufly oppofed thrCatholick King^s Nlini« 
fters; and the Portuguefe have 'done the fame 
thing, but with different Aiccefs. The kingdom is 
comprifed within the ftates of Spain, and the richeft 
under her dominion. Herfituation is advantageous, 
lying between Galicia and Caflile, and watered wiCk 
the ocean, which brings her imnienfe riches. 

The principal town of Catalonia is Barcelona ; 
and Liibon is the chief town of Portugal. The 
firft has taken for the pretence of its inuirreiElionv 
the infolencies committed by the Proteftant troops, 
which ferved the Catholick King, and was quar- 
tered in this province. And theotber, having long 
concealed its defign, has at length (haken oflF the 
Spanifh yoke, and fet up a King of their own royal 
race. 

It is faid that Count Olivarez, the King of Spain's 
chief minifter and favourite, defigning to mortify 
the Catalonians, horribly charged that country with 
foMiers, and fent thither the moft licentious troops 
to quarter ; imagining to chaftife the pride of this 
people in this mannerj without any form or procefs. 

This minifter's defign has had fo far its end, the 
province bein^ full of divifions and flaughters, there 
wanting nothing to complete their mi^ries. . The 
foldiers exercife unheard-of cruelties, they flied in- 
differently the blood of infants, old men, and wo- 
men ; overthrowing altars, and ruining temples. 
The mpft courageous peafants gather together td' 
repel force with force, and revenge themfelves moft 
cruelly on as many of the Caftilians as they can light 
of, without fparing the King's minifters j killing all 
they meet, feeking thofe who are hid, to punifh 
them with the greateft rigour; running^fter thofe 
who feek their fafety by flight ; nor pardoning the 
very priefts, if never fo little fufpedled. 

The Count of St. Colomme commanded not long 
fince in Catalonia, with the title of Viceroy; 
which poor man is now before God,' where he re- 
ceives the recompences or chaftifements he has de- 
ierved, being theiirft vidim facrificed to the peafants 

fury. 
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fury. His blood was the prologue of a difmal tra- 
gedy, which will not end without more difmal events 
to the Spanifli monarchy, and the Catalonians them* 
Selves. 

The Viceroy withdrew himfelf into the arfenal 
of Barcelona at the firft infurredion of the peafants, 
where he was befieged by a great muhitude of thefc 
feditious people; and feeing he could not remain 
there in fafety, he went out to go on board the gal- 
lies; but the groflhefs of his body hindering him 
from haftening as faft as thofe who accompanied 
him in his flight, he remained alone } and being 
tired, fell into a fwoon, and lay dead for fome time 
on the fand between the rocks which lie upon the 
fea» His fervant, the only one that remained with 
him, brought him again to himfelf by cafling the 
fea^water on his face 5 but he opened his eyes only 
to fee his own departure more nearly. He was fet 
upon in this condition, wherein he could not ftlr 
himfelf, by a crew of blood-hounds who firft (hot 
at him, and then hacked him in pieces, having firft 
ftabbed him in a rhoufand places. His fervant de- 
fended him as wfell as he could, in covering him 
with his body, but his zeal was fruitlefs ; and all 
the wounds he received, fav^d not one from his 
mafter. He was an African, and had been his flave. 
The courage and fidelity of a man of fo mean a 
birth, defervcs, at leajt, that it fhould be faid of 
him, thathe.died in imitating the virtue of thofe 
ancient Romans, which are at this day praifed and 
admired by all the world. 

The Viceroy's death ftopped not the peafants: 
they proceeded to excefles fcarcely imaginable ; and 
their barbarity made them commit fuch horrible, 
together with fuch ridiculous a£tions, as can hardly 
be expreffed* 

The wretches went to the palace of the Marquis 
de Ville Franche, general of ^the gallies, where hav- 
ing cut the throats of as many as they met with, 
they burnt and battered all the houfehold ftuiF, and 
earried* in proqeffioo^ onthe top of a gi^e,- a Little 
s • » ''■'■■ brafe 
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brafs figure, which they thought a -hhdk an^el ; 
«7hich figure was only that of a man, wherein a 
clock was included, whofe ingenious fprings ma^e 
him move his eyes ; which fight fo furprized thefe 
f>tfafants, who had never feen or hearil of -iiich a 
,^ machine^ that they remained in fuch a fluptdfey, aa 
retardwi for fome time thte effeds of their ftfryt 
Bat there was one more bold than the reft, who ap^^ 
|3iroaching to the piece, cried out, ^ It was the la- 

• miliar fpirit of the Marquis de Ville Fraiftjbe, and 
' ought to be feized on and thrown into prifon to 

• take away its power.* Which he had no fooner 
faid, bufhe laid hands on it, and tied and bound it 
faft on the top of a fpear, and with great fliouts, 
walked it about the town. The ignorant people 
capable of any ridiculous imprefltons, as well as' the 
women who are not bard to be deluded, followed 
tberti, convinced that the Marquis's devil was car- 
ried triumphantly along the ftreets. Having ran 
through a^l the town of Barcelona, this rabble gave 
the clock into the hands of the bi (hop and inquifi* 
tors to excrcife it, and drive out the devil, whom they 
thought capable of deftroying their v^^hole province. 

Affairs are carried on more ferioufly in Portugal, 
ar>d at a more moderate rate ; the inhabitants of 
Lijbon, as well as the nobility, have treated the 
Caftillafts with morehtmianity : They immediately , 
elefled a King, vpho reigns peaceably as heir of the 
crown, and therefore ascertained of being main- 
tained by the affeftions and fidelity of the people. 
There is already news of his coronation 5 the cere- 
mony of which was performed with great pomp 
and magnificence. The people, as a mark of their 
affeftion, have prefented a million of gofd to their 
hew Lord ; t4ie Clergy, fixty thoufand "crowns, 
^nd the Nobility, four hundred 5 and the new King 
has taken on him the name of John IV. King of 
Portugal, inftead of that of Don John Duke de 
Bragan^a, 

Neverany plot^etter fucceeded : The Portuguefe 
liave driven out from ihcAl a p«iffaat and politick 

natioa 
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fiaticm without blooSfliedy faving that of a villain : 
But of that thou ihalt hear more the next opportu* 
nity ; for I ihall carefully inform myfelf of the par- 
ticulars kA fo extraordinary an event, to give an ex* 
zSt account to the Vizir. It is (aid King Philip is 
the moft unfortunate Prince that ever afceaded the 
throne, committing his affairs to the management 
of another ; fo that it may be iaid, the Duke, who 
reigns as Sovereign in Madrid, has chofen Philip IV. 
for his favourite. The Minifter commands, and the 
King obeys ; the mailer's weaknefi authorizes the 
fervant's power \ theconfufion of that nation being 
fo great, that thofe made by heaven to receive or* 
dcrs, are the only perfons who give them. 

I kifs the hem of thy garment, with all the fub- 
niffion poffible of a poor and bumble flave. 

Paris, xoth of the ad Mooo, 
of the Year i64i. 



LETTER XXIII. 
To Dgnct Oglou. 

TO what purpofe doft thou bewail the ruins 
which the fire has caufed. in Conftanti- 
nople, if there be no remedy for the lofles thou haft 
filtered ? Not all the Vizirs together, nor the Prince 
himfdf, whofe authority knows no bounds, could 
refift the fury of this element. What then can we 
do, wretches- as we are, liable to all injuries and 
difgraces ? Art thou the iirft honefl; man that has 
been ruined ? It is true, heaven had enriched thee : 
Thy chambers were hung with the fineft Perfian 
tapeftry ; thou hadft a great number of flaves^ fine 
gardens, and bathing places, befet with delicate 
fountsCins; muft thou defpair for the lofs of the 
greateft part of thefe ? Comfort thyfelf, feeing thou 
art not in a fault> nor haft cpntributed to thine own 
misfortune? 
VoL,L L Thou 
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Thou tcllcft mc, that the burning of tbp chief 
city of the univcrfe, has deprived thee in one day 
of all the coxntnodities and conveniencics thou haft 
laboured for many years : And I anfwer thee, that 
be which gave t)iee thefe good?, cxpe<3s thabjcs from 
thee, in that having clijrichfid thee, with, what thoU 
hadft not, he did not take from thi?e ihy^ lifp at the 
fame time. n , \ 

Haft thou fo foon forgotten Seneca s, Demetrius ? 
Haft thou loft any thing which thou didft not re- 
ceive from' the liberality of fortune ?. And if what- 
ever thou hadft was given thee, wherefore doft th^u 
afflift thyfelf, as if thpu couldft not obtain again as 
much ? Stretch out thy hand towards heavens pi-ayr 
and befcech.: tie that has given t)iee once, is not 
impoverished, by theliberalities hf hasihewed : But 
rather afk of him fpiritual, than' thefe temporal 
gifts, which do all wither and ditf. 

If thou liveft, thou wilt fee thyfelf in the fame 
condition a^in : I cannot give thee.a bcttex-confo- 
laVion : T will hot lament with thee, itfeeming to 
me a fruitlefs thing. If thou beef: dj^fifpus to'for- 
get the loffes thoii haft fufFered, cbnCaer the great 
damages the fame fire ha? caufed to fo many Be- 
lievers, in the fame city where thou bewaileft thy 
mjsfor.tunesc I^pvv many. people, tha^ hadleft than 
thee, have Ipft more ? Aqd hovy many better people 
than thyfelir, as more fubmitting to tnet will of 
heaveni have fuffiered miferies'infinitcly greater than 

So great a. conflagration, v^heriin the chief city 



We with horror, tp fee fo nia'i^y maghificont hqufes, 
and fta.tely mofqueg, devoured >y the flames, and 
reduced to iTOtbinig ; with fucb riches, goods, houfe- 
hpM-ftuffj- aj^ ineftimahle merc^andifesv publick, 
'^egifters, and dllE^^^ mapufcripis,, whofe lofs. can 
never be.repaJrodV^'^S ^con^^ the prey of this, 
element, which de^iitL?'^ things. But thou |pd I . 

. are 
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are not the firfli, neither IhaU be the Uft, who bewail 
the ruins of our country. How many towns in 
Ada, how many in Greece, have been fwallowe4 
up in an inftant, by dreadful earthquakes ! And 
bow many ruins are to be found in the famous cities 
of Syria and Macedonia ! And how many time^ 
have the ifles of Cyprus and Paphos been entirely 
depopulated ! We fee not only the moft folid Ci- 
lices peri(b, wbicharethe works of men, butdven 
mountains annihilated. There are- whole countries 
which have (as it wer^) vaniihed ; the feahas co- 
vered fuch fpaces of land asmight have made whole 
provinces^and which wereextremely populous* How 
many promontories do we fee, which were hereto^ 
fore certain ^ides to pilots, but are now- buried ra- 
the fanfds, and caufe oftentimes fhipwrecks ! And' 
if the works of nature be expofed to fuch gi^ac ' 
ruins, what may not mortal men ekpe£t td fuSer I 
But I fpend time in relating ordinary accident^, when 
I might remember thee of greater ruins, which the 
fire made in the fame imperial city, afcer it had been 
built by the Great Conftan tine, to whom (he owed 
ail her fplendor, before the mighty and fuccefsful 
Emperors of the MuflTulmans had thereiri eftabliflied 
the feat of their Empire. 

Under the reign of the Emperor Leo, rf I ba*not ' 
miflaken, the whole continent lying along the BoP- 
phoras, between both the feas, was entirely ruined 
by fire^ And twelve years after, under the reign' of 
Bafil, the famous library, fo carefully coltededy and 
with that extreme charge and trouble, and whicli ' 
confided of above two hundred thoufand nianii«> 
icripts, with the fkin of a ferpent zzo feet Ibng, 
wherein were written the entire works of Hom^r, ^ 
was confumed. The fire which happer^d in the 
time of Juftinian, might make one forget others ; 
the famous temple of St. Sophia, which is at this 
day our chief Mofque, could not be preferved from 
the fury .of the flames, being^ altnoft wholly con- • 
fumed by it. I fliall not mention the ruins which 
have happened by earthquakes, under the reign of ' 

L 2 the 
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the Eti^peror Zeno Izoria. There was a greatrr 
under Basajet IL for in Prul&ia, an entire city, with 
its houfes, walls, and 30C0 iohabitants, were buried 
in the entrails of the earth : Which muft convince 
tii« there have been in all ages fuch events, as may 
inltrufb us to bear our misfortunes with patience^ 
and to believe a Providence, and fubmit ourfelvca 
wholly to in 

Letut (my dear friend) for once rejoice in an oc- 
cafion, wherein all others mourn; in that we ace 
able to perfuade ourfelves, ^ There is nothine here 
* below defiprves our care/ I do.not fay, we mould 
laugh likeNerOj when he faw Rome burning, which 
he himfelf had tared, and fuDgthepaflagesorHomer, 
wherein the conflagration of Troy is defcribed : 
Riatber do as ^neas, who having faved from the 
flames which devoured his country and eftate, his 
Tutelar Gods, his father Anchifes, his family and- 
himfelf, became an Hero that ferved for an example 
to pofterity. He did not fpend his time in bewail- 
ing the goods he had lof)-, but always kept an un- 
daunted courage in the midft of the tempeft which 
threatened to overwhelm him, as foon as he was on 
the f^a, and which forced him to wander from port 
to port, void of all help, perfecuted by a Goddefs^ 
and fOthet Gods who were of her party; and hav- 
ing gfillant4y endured fo many difgraces, he became 
the founder of the braveft and famoufeft nation of. 
the univerfe. ^neas, in favin^ his Gods, and his 
father, who were the companions of his fortune, 
drew down the grace of heaven, which put an end 
to his miferics, in fettling him in a country, where 
lie laid the firft foundations of an Empire, which 
fince has given laws to all the world. 
Our fins have kindled the fire at Conftantinople ; 
|.e debaucheries, impieties, hypocrifies, and con- 
'ual rapipes, which remain unpunifhed, are the 
fes of the deftruftion of the famous city of the 
'erfe, 
n we imagine, when God fends his judgments 
upon us, that we can be able to refift them ? 

Amenji 
4 
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Amend thy life, if thou defireft to be revenged of 
fortune, and be proof againft all her darts. Incrcafc 
in virtue, if thou wouldft be invulnerable ; be as 
good in profperity as in adverfity. Nothing biiC 
good works can make thee happy in this world, and 
live when this world (hall be no more. 

If reafon cannot ftopour tears, fortvtne I am fure 
will never do it. We feem herein very unreafon- 
able J for when we firft fee the light, we weep ; and 
when we leave it, we groan* 

Live ever with me more nearly than an intimate 

friend, and imitate (if a man can fo exprefshim-^ 

Self) the fire* which (according to what appears to 

us) confumes all things, -and converts them into its 

< own proper fubftance ; but Which yet, according to 

the rules prefcribed 1>y its Creator, burns not the 

air, nor the other elements ; but keeps them united, 

warms, and conferves them. God has endued men 

with an rnftinA which ought to do the fame thing ; 

he has fafteAed them one to another, with fuch 

bonds as nothing can break ; I mean the intereft and 

mutual needs which they have of onfe another. 

I Thcje being nobody that can be happy, and be- 

i come rich of himfelf, there muft be dependencies 

I and commerce, without which it is impoiUble to 

^ have what is moft nece({ary. There is affo a morp 

I refined commerce, to wit, the marks of efteem which 

men give one another, fuccours in cafes of need^ 

whether of money or good counfel ; the latter of 

which is all that can be expeAed from thy faithful 

Mahmut. 

Paris, loth of the ad Moon, 

of the Year 1641. 



LETTER XXIV. 

To the Bafla of the Sea. 

THE veflfels of Africk have again been worftcd 
by the Infidels. The particulars of which 
muft needs be known to thee before they co^ld 
L 3 - com^ 
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come here, where there is much difcourfe of the ac* 
cident at Goulettc, and the battle of Caragoe, to 
the great difadvantage and preiudice of tht Maho- 
metan name. Tbele heathcnifti people make pub- 
]iclc rejoicings for the vi£lor]es obtained by another 
nation. It is faid, tbsTt, of £ve gallies and thre^ 
other great vefTels, only one fliip . faved ufelf by 
flight, Tevcral being funk tp the bottom, .together 
with the Admiral of Caragoe, thq reft having been 
brought into Malta ; and that there werie fix hun- 
dred Mufluimen killed; in whofe .death our only 
confolation is, that they died martyrs, and thetr 
blood will cry for vengeance againft the Infidels that 
have ihed it. 

It is hard to find the iile of Msdta in the chart, 
and yet harder in the fea ; it being a mere atom of 
inviiible earth : Bui it is not fo with the K<fwght«, 

; who are the mafters of it i they being a hundred, 

^ often feen and felt by us. 

Malta is a Seminary, wherein afe brought up the 
braveft fparks in Chriftendom, picked out from 
amongft the moft illu&rious families. Thefc.pw- 
fops know not what fear is; they have impofe^ 
upon themfclyes the ncccffity of vanquifliing or 
dying ; and therefore they get the maftery of vmat- 
ever they attempt ; and with thofe few vcffcls they 
have, they make the Ottoman fleets tremble. They 
wear a golden crofs on their ftomachs, which is al- 

'ways dipped in the blood of the faithful MufTulmen. 
Eclipfe this impious Order, by oppofing the facred 
filver of the Qttoman- moon againft the force of fo 
fmall a number of Knights. My zeal obliges mc to 

■ Jay fuch things as may be troublefome to thee ; and 
which, perhaps, thou knoweft as vvell'asi; which 
is, that I am perfuaded thou wilt be the conqueror 
of thefe pirates, provided thou once "refolveft to 
draw out iu good earneft thy fcymitar^ and caft its 
fbeath away. 

The King here is very well : He faid publickly, 

'when he heatd of th^ victory of the Maltcfe, that, 
if he were not a King, he flMuld chufe to bl» one of 
the Knights of that place. Thou Wilt gain greater 

honour. 
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fconour, and m'oi€ trophies will be raifcd to thee, 
than were to Ariademus and Cigala, if thoii under- 
takeft efFeaualljr the deftruaion of this people* 
Thou haft my prayers, that our Holy Prophet would 
ftrengthen thy arm ; and that God would give thee 
ftill favour in the fight of our moft puiflant Empe- 
ror, chofen to be the chief commander of &c world. 
Paris, 15th of the 3d Moon, 
of the Year 1641. 

' ' ' . - 

LETTER XXV. 

To the Invincible Vizir Azcm. 

'A^N iliuftrious woman of the houfe of Savoy gr^ 
jI\ verned Tit>t long Cnce in Portugal^ in the name 
of Fh'iVip TV. king of Spain. Her name is Mar- 
parftra, iind commonly refideS at Lifbori ; but thif 
Prrncefs, with the title of Vice- queen, had not 
Vhe credit or authority heceflary to fuftain the dig. 
nfty, though the had other wife all the prudence and 
courage recuiifite thereunto. 

Michael Vafconcelli, her chfef Secretary, having 
tifurped all the authority, carried all things with a 
liigh hand ; to which he added a moft griping covet- 
oufnefs, which was no lefs difadvantageous to hi» 
miftrefs's reput^ion. And the Marquis de la,Pue- 
bla a Caftilian Minifter, an accomplice of Vafcon- 
celli, had eftabliOied himfelf in thi^ court, as a rigid 
cenfurer of all the Vice-queen's aftions. 

The Chriftians call thefe two men two pedants^ 
let oyer the Princefs, as if flie had ftill been in her 
minority, tocorreft and regulate her acftlons. 

The too great authority of thefe two Minifter* 
became at length a kind of tyranny. The Nobility 
complained for the lofs of their privileges, and the 
people at their being oppreffed with taxes ; which' 
made the miniftry of Vafconcelli feem infupportablcr 
in which It was feen the Vice-queen had no part. 
This Princefs, not having the power to ftopthecourfe 
of the tnifchiefs which began to fpringup,.gavc advice 
L 4> of 
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of It to the court of Spain, and expe£led thence tlue 
remedy. But whether the King was not in a con- 
dition to give any, or his Minilters concealed from 
him the (Tate of things, the mifchiefs increafed, and 
Vafconcelli's friends,, by excufing him, made it ^- 
moft impoffible to avoid them. 

When Margarita reprefented the danger wherein 
Portugal lay, me was heard as a weak and credulous 
woman, and was often accufed of bein^ overtimo- 
rous, which caufed a general revolt in this kingdom^ 
which was few days incontriving, and as few hours 
in executing. 

If thou wilt hear thy humble flave, I will relate 
to thee all the circumftances of fo great an event ^ 
which will feem a fable, fhould we refer ourfelves 
toreafononlys but which, however, is a real hiftoryt. 
as is now well known throughout all Europe. 
^ Never was there a greater natred between two na.-^ 
tions, than that which was between the Spaniards 
and the Portuguefe : And though they had one and 
the fame religion, and almoft the fame humour, yet 
it is not to be imagined how far their piutual aver- 
lions carried them. 

Tie Portuguefe have a common proverb, which 
fays, that a man is obliged to treat and love another 
, man as his brother, whether he be a Turk, a Jew, 
a Pagan, or a Moor, without excepting the moft 
barbarous of mankind } yea> though he were aSpa«K 
xiiard. ^ ^ ' 

They have lived with great patience under the 
domination of Philip II. and his fucceflbrs, fl^cethe^. 
death of their King D. Sebaftian, (who was killed 
in Africa, in a battle againft the Moors) whilft they 
were fafFered to enjoy the privileges which were 
granted them. Moreover, they ftill expedled the 
return of their Sovereign, who was faid not to have 
died in the field, but having long wandered about 
in ftrange countries, was, in fine, about to retur-n. 
But the example of the Catalonians made them at 
length refolve upon what they now executed. The 
Nobility were the firft that began the revolt, and 
pafled over thofe bounds which refpeS do^s ordina- 
rily 
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rily place between the Sovereign and his fubjefts* 
They alleged feveral pretences for their rebellion f 
but the moft fpecious was, Their unwillingnefs toi 
be facrificed in unj>uft wars ; wherein the moft dan- 
gerous pofts were committed tathem, and they feve- 
ral times reproached the Duke, favourite and nunif- 
terofKing Philip IV. 

They immediately -carried on their intelligence 
urith great fecrecy 5 and when they came to declare 
themfelves, the greateft perfons confented to the 
confpirac}r^ and the boldeft amongft them iiave exe* 
cuted it with great valour. 

Don Juan, Duke of Braganza, is the greateft 
nobleman in this kingdom, and perhaps in aU Spain,, 
and already of the age wherein men are wdntto have 
. wifdom, together with ftrength of body. He wants- 
Dot for ingenuity and fweetnefs of temper. He 
- received the crown, after long preflings and refu- 
lals ; and indeed is the more worthy oik^, as being^ 
the lawful heir to it. 

The favourite Duke was well enough informed of 
Ae reputation and authority of the Duke of Bragan— 
sa; and conGdering him as a Prince who. might 
lawfully pretend to the crown, he made «& of fevc* 
ral artihces to drive hiq*out of Portugal, or feisse 
him prifoner. But having always tried this in vaki,. 
whether by reafon of the extraordinary watchfulnefs> 
of Don Jiwn, or that the heavens, on which depend 
the things here below, had othcrwife ordered it, it 
was inr>poffible foe this MkniAei to get fi^good a prey 
ikto his hands. 

This-craftyMtnJfter has tried aH ways, and fomc- 
times made u(e of the fox's ^in^ and. other whiles 
ef the lion's voice*. t& bring about his ends«. Some- 
times he tfied to drawhuB-tacouFtyoiFefing him the 
noft bonoiKaWe employs therr, perfuading^ him U> 
acconftpany theCatholick King in his voyage into 
Catafoma. Bxit the Duke- knew how to defend 
kimfcW againil thefiiare, ^od tinicly withdrew Uk. 
Yil>a Yiciofa^ the ordinary- place of his abode j aod 
uri^^ejQCt^ he excttied himfelf from. gpixrgtaMadrtfS. 
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ibmetiibes, for that he had not fufficient to bear his 
€har£;es according to his quality in fuch a journey ; 
iind other whiles, on other pretences^ with which the 
favourite Duke was obliged to feem contented. 
Though he was not, yet he feigned himfelf to be 
ffttisfi^ to put in pradice the moft exquifite piec« of 
policy he ever made ufe of. 

He fent him forty thoufand pifloles, to buy necef- 
iaries, and at the fame time fent him alfo the general 
command of the troops in Portugal ; with order to 
come to Lifboa, and as High Conftable of the king*^ 
dom, to obferve the motions of the United Provinces^ 
which threatened Spain and Portugal with a power- 
ful fleet. But he had fent the following order to 
D. Lopez d'Offio : ^ Tisou haft the command of the 
*■ naral army $ get innnediacely before Liflx)n. Doa 
^ Juan de. Braganea has orders to vifit the veflels : 
^ As fooB at he ihail enter the firft galley, clap him 

* in irons, and immediately depart with thi§ prifoner 

* to Cadiz, where I have appointed people to con- 

* vey him to Madrid.' 

Don Lopez could not execute hjs comtniffion ; 
his army was loft in the Engliih feas, and it was 
written m heaven, that Don Juan ibould live, and 
be a King. This artifice having failed, the Duke 
bad recourfe to another, which was, to fend an 
ordar to the Duke of Braganza to vifit all the forts ' 
on the frontiers, where there were ftrtdl injunctions 
to detain him. But he perceiving the ^xo^tSt of the 
Spanifli Minifter, knew fo well to excufe himfelf. 
from undertaking this budnefs, that he made the' 
defign of his enemy to vaniftt this time alfo, and 
got leave to retire to Villa Viciofa. Thofe who pene*- 
trated not the artifices of the court of Spain, were 
aftoniihed at the accumulation of fo many favoura 
and honours on the perfon of the Dukt \ affirming 
the court had intention of rarfing him to the 
throne, or bringing him to the fcafFold, in which lafl 
they were not miftaken* 

OHvafca, who let flip no occafion of laying fnarea 
for Braganza, grew the more obftijnate by the diffi* 

culties 
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miiiVcs ne met w5tH« He feht him a hew order to- 
ifaife troops,, and .to lead them himrelf intd Catalo- 
nia, for the chaftifement of the rebels ; this being of 
abfblute neceffity, faid he in his- letters, for the up- 
hoiaing of the Spanifti nioriarchY>, to '^Vhich the 
revolt of this provincb^ caufed great iriifrhiefs. 

The Duke obeyed in part;, he raifed a cbjifidcr^ 
able huiriber of troops at his Own charge; but he- 
took care of.his own perfori. He wrote to the court 
to excuie him from that voyage, and added to his 
exciifes nvoft earneft prayers 5 reprefenting, that 
being fick of the world, he bad retire^, to his own. 
eftate, to lead there a quiet life, free from the vexa- 
tions of bufmefs • whidi obliged him to intreat his^ 
Gatholick Maj'efty to grant him that reft, which was 
^c only thing he defired.. The Duke de BraganzaV 
letter drevv no anfwer from the Spaiiiflj Minifterj 
biit His deligns were difcovered j. and the Nobility *. 
fbrefeeing how Jikely they, were to be brought under 
a more ftri(£t fubjeftioii, began to miirihur, faying^. 
It was their duty to rid themlelves of thofe opJDref- 
ibrs, who had fo long peejed thern,,andTet \ip A newr 
form of gofern merit. The poor, who fufFefed hioft 
by the taxes, were. the b'oldeft, and encouraged the 
jeft. Some were forfetting up an e]e6live King jv 
Others propofed the raifihg to this honour the family 
of Braganza, who alone feemed worthy of it. Some 
there wfere who were for putting, themfelves under 
liie domination of France v^ and other perfons of 
credit among the people were for a democratical 
government; and others again were for turning the-, 
kingdom into a Republick. 

The Nobiiity were in great perplexity in the choica- 
liicy (hould make ; for it was not known whether 
the Duke of Bi-aganza would receive the crown, ia 
cafe it was offered' him again ;. for tlie moft quali-^ 
fied perfons of the kingdom had promifed it to. 
him. 

^ ' There was none but D. Gafton Cattique, a gen- 
tleman as eloquent as ftout, whom heaven defignecR 
for the pcrfuading of this Prince, that could accon>- 
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plifb It. He pretended to fij^ht a duel with a nephew- 
he had i whom having (fightly wounded, he left 
|L>tfbon, as a man that had brought himfeirinto dan- 
ger; and wandering about from thence, uncertain, 
as it were, of the place of retreat he would chufe, he 
went at length to Villa Viciofa, where, having found 
$raganza in his folitude, he thus fpoke to him :. 
^1 bring thee this day a crown, which the nobi^ 

< lity of Portugal prefent thee ; and if thou haft thc^ 
\ courage to receive it, we "are ready to put it- on 

* thine head^i This kingdom belongs to thee, as 
^ the undoubted heir of our natural and lawful 

* Princes. 'If thou accepteft of tfee crown, the 
^ kingdona juftly belongs to thee j and if thoyi darei^ 
^ not receive it, we will chufe a^other Sovereign of 

< greater refblution, and who is willing to comman4 
^ us. The fcepter (hakes in King Philip's hand, by 
^ reafon of the wars made againft him from all parts« 

* Confider, if thou receiveft not at prefent what for-» 

< tune prefeats th^e, thou wilt be obliged againft thy 
^ will to obey another : Neither th^ nobility, th^ 

* clergyj^ nor the people will any, longer fuffer th^ 
^ ariogance of the Caftilians« I^ belongs to thee,^ 
^ at prefent, to declare,, Whetl^r thou, tvilt reign,^ 
^ and be a happy Prince. All the faithful Portuguef<^ 
^ breathye after thee, and defire thee for their Sqve-^ 
^ reign* . Refplve to ?^ccept of wha,t is fo advau-^ 
^ tagcous, s|j?(t kx us, aloijie (or th? executing of o w 

* parts.* 

iDon Juaa a^fWered coldly to fuch a boM propo^ 
lition j^ more aiFrighted at the peril there .was in 
4bch aa enterprtze, thaft Qatt^req; wiith t^ hopes of 
fofftJS&Tig a^kijngdoin.. 

Biit in another confeBeHce, wherein the Du^ie wa^ 
i^lij^ Ihe Coaf^rat'ors wer^ refolyed to raife on th© 
throne a^otl^.er King, if he c^me 90t to ? fpeecjy re(b-» 
Wiojij^ thjc |)ucl;ie4 h^s. vrif<5i vhp. has. a m^n\ 
li/^art,. and; h moee- coupakg^ik& thaift h^ hufl^and,, 
foini^^ 5i?tQ,^h.e ^oi^vQifftUQJCioi th.vw %pJf.e. tebm with 
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* 'hijJjOKia dKCsdiiiiide:XIiisi]x:cxit:nr:gD5 
^ ania id rnirfi aac Iflfadnct dnxiL wilt cercauxiv 
^ m^^ vikk t&^ rtfilfij •ttifi III. rccsvin^ rne ciciwu 
^ which is ofiraai diBc^ ttnziL sr £11 in aao^ or 
^ it : B^ if chou: tiiii& jrr i ift^ iciucit wsv uzevor 
^ tfaaa fucA dmei^ is x aor mure hooDuiabie ts» 

* die a Ens so. dniiB (am cBmitry^ drat tD oie ta 

* f4»M»c bi z priioE ^ d&e hands or rhine e n e my ?^ 

So GoongpoBB x£ic3arfic brgng^tt Oon nnn to a 
icfciadoai »riniefuie he forward oa dle^U3{laIitf^ 
of hts rcafioefi !zx camprywitit iliffn* 

The Cca fyi nsDnrs wese ready at die hoar ap p o lnc e tt 
for the raiXMCMWi of dKardefigo^ bein^ vcL .xraMd^ 
andcachof cfteBacDBaipaDEdwidiagQod mntbet 
of yoan^ vkb* wbo wcx ta §oBam cheax^ aUbough 
thcfiacwoacdkeiieS^^ ib fibaa as ever t!^ figaat 
was pvcD, dief aK ^ forth firoB the phces where 
Acf were aSembled ; and chofe that were &rtheft 
difonty joined fhe xdl, aad aS together feoa pof. 
Mkd thcml^ves of the palace of the Vice-queen ^ 
they iimiiediaiexy nwie thenuaves nafters of thQ 
gusurd, findi^ no icfiftasce from thetB« and ihb 
wichoot fpUlin^ a drop of Udod^ or dobg any Yio« 
lence. They afterwards cried out at) togetheri^ 
* Lons live the new King, Don Juan de Braganaa^ 
< and let diem die that gorem ill/ The^ feiaed Of^ 
^e Vice-qtiecn, and intreated her to retire into ai^ 
^partment^ whore fhe Ihould be treated with the 
refped due to a Princef^ but not obi^ed u having^ 
authority to command thenu 

Vafconcelli,who knew himfetffauhy^ and tawhon% 
his conscience reproached his crimes in this momcnti^ 
jj^id himielf in a great preTs, under an. heap of pApcm,^ 
where having been difcovered by aa old womuni h» 
^ad intimediately his throat cut, and his body thrown 
out a* a window ;^ where be fcrved for fome tiimi tk 
' Maygame to the people \, who left not o<io« piirt uf 
his body free fron> Tome mark of their iadignatiorw 

Qoeof this> Minifter*^ djomeftic^s threw himfrlf 
#jLit a.t th« feme wirvdaw his maftcr was thrown i, nofr 
io * ^Sg^a ^i fc^Qwipf; his. fewj^ ^^ ^ ftvinjt i\kn^ 
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felf ; and he died, without its being known whether 
it was by his fall^ or the mufquet-Ibot which, he- 

received. 

The Confederates with a$ little, trouble feize J on: 
the gallies and dther velTels in the ports, whence 
they drove the Spaniards. They afterwards com-i^ 
fnanded the Vice-queen to retire. This Princefs 
thought (he ou£ht on this occafion to inHfl- on the 
greatnels of her birth ; (he threatened the Confpiia- 
tors, and afterwards flattered theni> afiuring them of 
the clemency of King Philip : She. fet before them 
the greatnefs of his power, and forgot n^t to fpeak: 
of the authority of his favouriie, who muft needs be 
much offen(|ea oh this occafion; exaggerating the- 
efTence committed againft her, both as a Princcfs» 
and depofitory of the Catholick King's power. But 
as well her promifes as her threats were in vain, and 
ihe herfelf was at length glad to accept conditions- 
from them, whb, a while before, by connivance 
from the Prince, might have executed an abfolute 
power. 

In eight days time, dl the Callilians were fub* 
ducd, or driven out of the kingdom. AH the forts- 
were furrendered, without any trouble to the new- 
King, except the caftle of St. John -^ which, havings 
made fome flight refiftance. Was fold for forty tbou^ 
fand crowns by the Governor. . ' 
• The Duke of Braganza appeared immediately: 
afterwards in the city of Lifton, where the people 
foon (hewed ' the affctftioh they had 'for him j the 
orifon-doors were fet open, and all poor debtors 
freed, and a great part of the taxes taken off. Such- 
an aftonifliing fuccefs was attended with whatever 
might fct forth the joy of the people, who foleih'' 
uized the feftlval with the found of trumpets, and the- 
noife of the cannon, and by ihouts and acclamations^, 
which reached up. to heaven, whom the Portuguefe 
thanked for the liberty which they believed they had. 
recovered. This event was accompanied with fo 
many miraculous things, that the wifefl, as well as 
the vulgar, were perfuaJcd, it '^^as marked in: heaven 

f/om^ 
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from all eternity^ by the finger of God. The 
clergy, the nobility^ the citizens, and peafants, were 
profule in their liberalities on this occafion; to give 
their new Sovereign ample marks of their aiFedion;. 
and even the poor hid their mifery, that they might 
not leflen the publick joy. 

The Spantin veiTels which returned from the new 
worlds which then entered into the jsorcs of Portu- 
gal, remained at the difpofal of the new Kingy the 
pilots not knowing what had happened : So that the 
c^fiers.of the Prince were filled thereby (as it is faid> 
with fome millions. 

The King was exalted to the throne in the laft 
moon of the laft year : And wife people do hope he 
will rei^n very happily, all the planets being too 
well difpofed, not to make him finiib his reign with 
the fame fortune as he began it. 

The vigilant Portuguefe have ordered out ieveral 
Tcilels filled with good foldiers and neceflary pro*. 
vifions,to feize on places and ports which this nation 
poflcfs in the new world, and in the Eaft-Indies ; 
and it is to be fuppofed, they will meet with good 
fuccefsy if fortune prove as favourable to them in 
America and the Indies, as ihe was to them in 
Europe. 

As foon as the Duke of Braganza was proclaimed 
King, he fent manifeftoes into all parts, and dif- 
patched couriers and ambafiadors to give advice of 
bis promotion in the courts of France, England^ 
Holland, Swedeland, and Denmark. It is not to be 
imagined the joy which this adventure gave to the 
Catalonians. The King imparting to them what 
bad happened, offered them alfo his aififtahce ; and 
thcfe people anifwered him with the fame offers. 
And this is the end of fixty- three years of the 
defpotic authority, which the Spaniards have exer« 
cifed on the Piortuguefe. 

The news of fo ftrange a revolutiofl having been 
earned into Madrid", hear, and confider well the un- 
happy condition' of the Catholick King, to whom 
this favourite declared this news : 

3 ; . ' Sir 
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* Sir (faid he) I am come to rejoice with you^ 

* Majefty at the good news I bring. Your Majeftir 

* is now become mafter of a confiderable duchy. 
^ Don Juan de Braganza has had the boldnefs to 

* make himfclf be proclaimed King of Portugal ^ 

* has thereby fallen into the crime of Laefas Majef- 
^ tatis : All bis eftate belongs to you, and is devolved 

* to the crawn> and his pcrfon will foon be in your 

* power/ 

Don Juan was fon to Theodofius Duke of Bra- 
ganza, grandchild to Donna Catharina, who vrst» 
the daughter of Don Duarte, brother to Henry King 
of Portugal ; and Pbilif> II. King of Spain took 
away the crowR from this Catharine,- ta whom it is 
iaid it did rightly belong. 

The titles he aflumes are. King of Portugal, of 
Algarves, Africk on both fides of the fea. Lord of 
Gutneyy of the navigation and commerce of £thi- 
opia^ Arabia, Perfia, and the Indies. 

Thi« new King is not above thirty -feven years 
old ; of a middle ftature, but well proportioned ; his 
fece-marked with the fmall-pox, his hair inclining to 
yellow, an aqualine nofe> high forehead, lively eyes, 
bis iBouth indifferently great, and ^ mafculine voices , 
His carriage is grave, afFe^s great modeftyin bis 
clothes, is temperate in his diet, afFable to all forts of 
people, unlefs Saves, and fuch as. he believes ars 
Bypocrites \ ^d hk common word is, *■ That mean 

* clothes will keep out the cold,, and ordinary meata 

* fatisfy hunger/' 

This Prince is not much verfedin books, is of aBi 
bealthittl conftitution, loves bboriouj[ exerciies, efpe-« 
fially hunting, wherein he is never tised. He is alfo 
mu&cally give», and fo light of heel, that there are 
few people can outwalk him. He is wont to go ta 
%ed Jate> and rife eariy^ as knowing that A:e[» does 
take ofF much from man's life ; anoto complete his 
happinef^^ he kasehildren of bothfexes.. His wife 
is a Spaniftilady, ©f extraordinary merrty to whofe* 
marvcllQus C04uage aod good qualities h& owes biiL 

Tlat 



A SPY AT PARIS. ^ss 

The kingdom of Portugal contains one hapdred 
and twenty leagues in length, forty in breadth, and 
has feveral millions of fubje6ls, comprehending thofe 
in the two Indies. It has three archbifhopricks, and 
eieht bi{bopricks, keeping ordinarily forty veflels^ 
wnich find ports in eight places of the country. 
They can maintain thirty thoufand foot, and feveral 
regiments of horfe. The revenue of this kingdom 
may amount to twenty millions of gold, reckoning 
in the riches which come from the Indies, Brazil^ 
Angola, and feveral other iffands. 

The French Monarch will hold a good Intelligence 
with the hDufe of Braganza ; Englai?! wOl enter inta 
an alliance with her j the Pope will concern himfelf 
on neither fide ; the Emperor, united by blood and 
interefttothe Spaniards, will be an irreconcileable 
enemy, but unable to do them any hurt; and the 
States of Holland will find greater advantage than all 
others in this flrange revolution. Thcie are the 
fentiments of thofe that pretend to penetrate into 
the future, and to know more than others. And if 
it be true, that this new Sovereign has had, as ajl 
men in his place would have had, a fecret defire of 
being King ; he has fo well concealed his ambition, 
that it is to be fuppofed he will proye a moft judici- 
ous Prince, that will uphold his authority more by 
his wifdom and prudence, than by. force. Thejuft 
God cut ihort the courfe of his ill defigns, (hould he 
have the courage and defire of revenging one day 
^he death of his predecefibr, Don Sebaftian, on the 
faithful Muflulmen of Africk. 

Thou wilt find, invincible Vizir, the faithful an4 
refpeftful Mahmut always ready to execute th^ 
orders which thou (halt fend him for the Emperor's 
fervice ; and ready to obey the leaft figns of thy vie- 
iQ^iptus hand^ to death^ Mrnethci: natural or violentA 
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LETTER XXVL 

To Enguruli Emir Mehcmct Chcik, a Man 
of the Law. 

TELL rae this once, whether thou beeft alive 
and at liberty; and whether thou doft really 
love me, or 6nly pretend. My friends return no 
anfwers to my letters, which makes me ftrangely 
ienorant of all thfngs; I knbw only by conje<Sure 
that which is never fo little doubtful ; and that 
which is cortirn cannot be known here truly as it 
falls out, as b^ing related according to people's paf- 
lions and Interefts. There is nobody daf;es write 
to me freely what he thinks ; and there are few that 
will inform me of what is come to their knowledge^ 
kft their letters flioiild be intercepted. 

.1 know very well we have a hew mafter^. .but i 
know riot whether he is thought a more abTePripce 
than Amurath^, aiid has tlie fame courage and fancy 
for war. The Chiaus that lately arrived in this 
court of France'is very, referve'd to me, and makes » 
hiyftery of every thing, 

Amurath is dead : Thofe who fay he was crue?. 
yet declare him to be the moft dextrous, valiant, ana 
completed man in his Empire. The Chriftians are 
fools, who will not hence gather, that our Monarchs 
moft certain maxim, to reign with authority, and 
perfefl fecurity, is, ' To make fhemfelves be feared^ 

* and not to be Qw of fpilling the blood of thofe 

* who ferve them ill j who are fufpedted by them, 

* or may prove troublefome to them/ Thofe troops 
*of Mutes, which abide always in the feraglio, ready 

to obey the leaft fign of thofe who give them 
orders, maintain, increafe, and render formidable the 
Ottoman power : For the Empire would never be 
at peace, but in continual trouble, fhould aS the 
fons and nephews of our Sultans be fufFered to* 
live : And we (hould have a whole nation of Princes,, 
who would be always a biting and tearing, and 

ruining 
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rutniiigO(ie another by civil wars, as is often feen to 
happen among the Chriftians. Whence this certain 
maxiin is praoifed, ^ That it is better it (hoiild coft 
^ innocent perfons their lives, than to deftroy thofe 

• who may be fauky/ 

Indeed, I muft confefs, I knew not that Amurath 
hinofelf killed, with his own hands, his own lifter. 
Thou that knoweft the fecrct of this tragedy, canft 
td^l whether be was tranfpiofted to that excefs, be- 
caufe {he anfwered with great haughtinefs to the 
Sultanefs her mother, whoTcprehended her on fome 
fecret love (he entertained : If this be the cafe, (he 
died not innocent, and I have a great curioftty to 
'iLHo'w the particulars of it. 

But do not relate to me the unhappy end of hia 
two brothers, Bajaact and Orcan, left thou trntkc an 
^Id wotfnd M^ aftefli^'PoorPrinces, v^hat a crime 
lia<rc-thev coittrtitttcd/if their brother reigns ? Cruel 
King ! fi^w great^was thy inhumanity, feeing- they 
obeyed without murmuring. 

* But AitturathXvia's a dreadful bver, who farted his 
*pafRohs with a poJnard$ he ftabbed the moft beauti- 
ful of his Sokaneffes ; and for what reafon ? The 
Chriftians pardon him the blood of his brethren, 
^which he fpil*t, of his fitter, and of the brave Faccar- 
*din, fevcral Viz5rs of his friends, and fo many brave 

Commanders and illuftrious persons ; but they will 
not pardon him the death of a miftrefs : For they 
cannot conceive how a Prince, a Muffulman, cati 
play the hangman, in fuch a delicious place, where 
he has nothing to do, but to think of giving his love 
agreeable marks of his paffion. But you will tell 
•me, perhaps, (hef wasjo bold as to wear, in hisT 
fight, flowers and perfumes 'which came from his 
brother: It is certainly a great critne not to obey 
thofe Who have all power to command us; but it is 
a greater crime to lay onconunands, to have an occa- 
fion for cruelty. They fay, a mah which does fuch 
an aAion is a monfter, but I do not fay h. 

Inform me what the new Sultan Ibrahim does, of 
hii» humour and inclinations. It appears he is ftitl 

infirm. 
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infirnif and ftupified with his long imprifonment* | 
What alterations has his entrance into the Empire | 
produced i Will he be fanguinavy as his brother : 
was, or gracious and merciful ? 

Speak to me once, my dear friend, with all frct'^ ; 
dom, void ofdifguife; is he amoroufly inclined ? I ' 
much. value fuch Princes, for they are generally mild ;. 
and this pai&on foftens them, how cruel foever they 
may be i makes them liberal, and flrangers to covet- 
oumefs, that cruel monfter, which clouds and £ullxe& 
the brighteft virtues. How many perfons arc em- 
ployed to chufe fine women for the feraglio, to con- 
tribute to Ibrahim's pleafure ? Happy will the hand- 
fomeft women of Afia be. But the eyes of this 
Monarch will be made like other mens, which are 
not always allured with the greateft beauties. Hence 
it is, that we have feen, in our Emperor's feraglio^ 
ladies which furpafied in charms all others, ana yet 
died virgins, ana neglefted by them to whofe plea** 
fures thev were conlecrated^ 

The Chiaus has only informed me, that Ibrahim 
appears often on hor(eback in the city» and feems 
a ]uft and merciful Prince, and defigns to make the 
fliepherd HaiTein Prime Vizir j Tie that was fo long 
the companion of his priibn. It \s faid, he bfteti 
made it his employment to divert Ibrahim in his 
confinement, bjr playing on his pipe, and making 
him dlfcoarfes without art, and extreme innocent, or • 
what he did when he kept (heep. He told me alfo^ 
that he often went for his diverfion on the Black- fea, 
to take the air, and enjoy that Hb^erty of which he 
was. fo long deprived ; that he is alfo much delighted 
with the reading of Greek books, efpecially Xeno- 
,phon and Plutarch ; that he isi very devout, though 
not fuperftitious, according to the humour of the 
Devotees of our law, who will have our Sovereigns 
be iniplacabie enemies to the Chriilians. If this be 
pecefiary to falvation> to perfecute a religion con^ 
trary to ours, what will become of all thole who are 
dead, and never did it ? I am of opinion, ' That i 

* true holinefs confifts in doing good, and living in ' 

* chai:ity with all men?* Tll^ 
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The Infideb with wbom I live m pcdec^ xx zac 
\ £inperor^s fenrice, whole tatfoEt I sb, do ^^cry ia 
their ftrid obfenraoce a£ this precept, wrvm z ^ 
their religion, and they are happj if ±mf kstz k. 
But tell me, Dcrftthoa think our Emperor s lice 19 
have children, as is alieadjr reported, aad i^;^ he 
cannot live long? Thejrare not on!f cae Li!e peccue 
, that talk at this rate, but thole wiiole intexcf scl^^cs 
I them to knowiirtioistobetfaeftioccfibr; arscf nKsxy 
of the folideft diink it wili be the Kia? ciiz^ Tar- 
tars, and that thofe of the race of ^ioia Bockak 
will be excluded. 
This race is really iH ufci o m, b3t ercry bodf 
' knows not the rife of it. The head of this faoDj 
defcends from Tamerlane ; tfaoa kncweft the rm, 
I and I will not difpute with thee about genealogies 
Whatever pafles here below is io uncertain, that 
.. thou mayeft accufe me of imprudence in diibovfiog 
«f things at this diftance ; for, in efied, Ibrahim 
may be a father by this time. Pray to God, who 
I difpofes of thrones, makes races endure, or decay; 
merit from htm, by faftings and prayers, and b^ of 
I him, that he would give me the grace to live blaoie- 
I lefs, and die innocent : that I may enter with thee 
I into heaven, and there enjoy diofe on(peakable good 
j things which are referved for the faithfiiL 
I Love me, though diflant from thee ; and let me 
I have tokens of thy friendihip, by ftealing fome iii»- 
jnents of leifure from thy ordmary bufiims to write 
I to me. ' 
I 

Paris, S5tb of the 4th Mean, 
of the Year 1641. 
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B p K IV. 

LETTER I. 

To the VcqeraWc Mufti, J^rinqc of the reli* 
gjon ofyth^ MuflMlmans, 

TH;ERE is m^. fQWi in mp man ^onc, 
y^)^t^vex fevpral perfons. of'|;rfat ingenuity 
could acquire; by long, ^xp^neoc^e ; and this 
man^is Qajdin^J (je Ricblieu,; to whofe reputation 
thou, art r^o.ftrang^.r. H^ was'defignedv 'ike thee, , 
for the 'affairs o^ his (;hurch9 and dedicated to reli- 
gion ; but he is not fo much employed about them, 
but that he applies himfelf with a$ great care to the 
affairs of the world j and it is he who, under the 
authority of the King his mafter, governs the affairs 
of the French. I obey thee, .venerable. Mufti ; thou 
haft enjoined nie'to inform, thee of the particular 
anions of thi§ famous prelate :. But I fhall not fyy 
mOch of him, it beingj impoi&ble to fathom him* 
He is the moft dextrous and fubile politician that 
liyes in ajl the countries of th? UnWi^^j^rj. The 
famous Greek;, Lyf^der was : never fp cupning; 
n^tber.did TitoJus Q^vi bdlC/a jppuch .4i&iPulation 

at 
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at Rome, in judgment in affairs, as he; not in the 
time when he fet himfelf to remove his rivals, and 
take away all obftacles which might hinder his ob- 
taining the Empire. He interprets all the doubts 
which arife in his religion ; he is die arbiter of re- 
wards and punifhments, and the King, who knows 
his zeal and ability, leaves to him. the direction of 
his kinedom and p^eople; which he governs and leads 
as Jacob did the flock of Laban. This Cardinal 
wants only the art which this great Patriarch had, 
to make men be born as he pleafes, as this holy 
Ifraelite made the (heep. 

There came, fome days fince, a perfon from Grer-* 
many, who went immediately to the palace of this 
Miniiler, and fent him word by his Captaiti of the 
guards, that the letter B was come. The Officer 
was unwilling to deliver this kind of meffage to his 
mafter, and therefore deiired the German to explain 
this riddle ; but'he only told him laughing, that the 
Cardinal's alphabet was like the famous, knife of 
Delph, which ferved to all purpofes j fo thai he need 
only mention the arrival of the letter, and he 
would be underftood ; which was no fooner done, 
but this German was privately introduced into this 
Miniftet's clofet, ' where he had a long conference, 
but I could never hear the fubje6l of it. 

He that by his wird created all things, increafe 
thy health; and make thy authority ever adored, 
and feared^ even in Rome itfelf. 

Paris, a^th of the 4th Moon, 
of the Year 1641. 



L E T T E R U. 

To the Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary 
of the Ottoman Empire. 

I Come but now from learning an adventure, 
which yet Iiappened fome days fince; but all 
things are carried on with fuch fecrecy in France, 

that 
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that it is almoft impoffible ta know any thing before 
it is made publick. 

There was apprehended here, in the laft moon of 
January, certain ruffians, in the habit of hermits, 
who were toaflfaffinate Cardinal Richlieu. 

Thefe wretches conTeffed before the Judges, a» 
foon as they were put on the rack, their intention 
of killing the King's favourite, becaufe he was no. 
friend to the Duke de Vendofme, who is natural fon 
to the deceafed King Henry the Great. This ad- 
venture has greatly furprizcd the court j each man 
fpeaking of it according as his intereft or afFedioxi 
inclines him. The Duke of Vendofme's friendsr 
have declared themfelves againft the Cardinal; and 
this Minifter's creatures have much aggravated this- 
attempt, to render this Prince's family more odious^ 
and heighten the Cardinal's reputation. But th9 
Duke de Mercoeur, the Duke of Vendofme's fon^ 
rode immediately to Paris, with the Duke de Beau-' 
fort, his brother ; the firft incognito to confult his^ 
friends, and the other to prefent himfelf to the Car- 
dinal, to obtain that their father might juftify him- 
felf before the King, from the accufation laid againft* 
him. 

The grandchild of Henry the Great has fince de- 
fired to be confronted with the hermits, and has ob- 
tained it; but his departure at the fame time into 
tngland, has wrought much amazement. 

Some fay he has taken an unwife courfe, and 
others fay no ; becaufe he could not prudently ex-, 
pofe himfelf to the teftimony of fuch wretches, who . 
would not matter what they faid. 

However, thefe hermits were publickly executed, 
and their accomplices arc not yet difcovered ; nei- 
ther is it yet known, whether any perfons of quality 
have bad a part in the confpiracy ; which is not the 
firft that has been carried on againft this favourite ; 
and it is believed will not be the laft. He has a 
great many enemies ; and the abfolute authority 
with which he governs, bv the favour of his Prince, 

V0S..I. M wiU 
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^ill always raife him fuch adverfaries, as will either 
•ruin his fortune, or take away his life. 

If I write not oftner to thee, thou oughteft not to 
think my aiFedion ever the lefs. Set down in th^ 
regifter what I inform thee. Let me have thy friend- 
ihip and protedion in things which are juft, and 
change not thy opinion of me, till I am changed 
myfelf. 

Paris, 15th of the 5th Moon, 
of the Yean 641. 



I^ETTER^ IIL 
To the Kaimacham. 

JULIUS MAZARINE (a man about forty-five 
years of age, of a fol id judgment, and incredible 
perfpicuity ; of whofe family! know no more, hut 
that he is originally from Sicily, and born in Italy, 
in the chief city of Rome) is lately introduced into 
this court. He lias, by his ingenious carriage, gained 
the favour and confidence of Cardinal Richlieu 5 and 
he begins already to be employed in the mofl impor- 
tant bufinefs. Thofe who make reflexions on the 
affairs of the world, and carefully examine the ex- 
traordinary talents of this Italian, are perfuaded one 
may expeci: great thiiigs from him j yet, however, 
the beft way is, not to be hafty in judging of the 
good or bad qualities of a man. He has already been 
employed in quality of Plenipotentiary of the King 
of France in Piedmont, tonegotiatean accomTf)oda«* 
tion between all the Princes of the houfe of Savoy. 
And he has laboured fo fortunately, that every body 
3s ailoniihed that his firft undertakings (hould meet 
with fuch happy fuccefs ; efpecially confidering the 
Jiatred and pretenfions between the Duchels of 
Savoy and her brothers-in-law. Thou mayeft re- 
member that I wrote to thee, that the differences of 
this familf were like to laft, and unlikely to be de- 
termined ' 
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termined without great bloodflied, both of the 
French and Spaniards. But Mazarine, who is a 
mofl: expert courtier, and dexterous agitant, has 
ended this affair much to his mailer's honour, to the 
fafisfadion of the parties interefted, and the Cardi- 
nal who procured him this commiffion. He efta- 
bli(hed the peace in Piedmont, and an union betwixt 
the parties, by bringing over to the French intereft 
two men who were enemies to it, who were Prince 
Thomas, a Captain of great reputation, and the 
Cardinal of Savoy, bis brother, a perfon of a con- 
fummate policy, and an excellent foldier, though a 
churchman. . 

It is mentioned in the trea>jr, That thefe two 
Princes (hall be received into the King of France's 
prote£tion : That if the young Duke dies without 
children, and the Cardinal marries, his children 
ihall be the heirs of the eftate of Savoy ; and in de- 
feSt of thofe. Prince Thomas's. 

It is moreover declared in the fame treaty. That 
the King of Spain (hall be fought to, touching the 
liberty of the wife and children of Prince Thomas, 
who are detained prifoners at Madrid ; and he (hall 
be alfo folicited to furrender the places he holds be- 
longing to the Duke of Savoy. And in cafe the 
Catholick King (hall not reftore them, and fet at li- 
berty the wife and children of this Prince, he fhall 
be obliged to'ferve againft the faid King in the army- 
of France. It is moreover inferted among thefe ar- 
ticles. That the moft Chriftian King (halfprocure a 
marriage to be made between one of the children of 
the faid Prince, with the Duke of Longueville's 
daughter, who is a rich hcirefs ; and that France 
fliould never make any treaty with Spain, without 
comprehending the liberty qi the Princefs, and the 
aforefaid Princes. 

Prince Thomas is now expeSed here 5 and it is 
faid he will command the army of France and Italy, 
againft the Spaniards, it being certain they will 
never reftore what they have once taken^ neither 
will they fet their prifoners at liberty. 

Ml The 
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The King entertaining himfelf fome days paft 
with the Ambaflador of a foreign Prince, faid toiiim 
thefe words : * When the Spaniards (hall reftore to 

* the Duke of Savoy the places they keep from him,. 

* I (hall willingly difcharge myfelf of the burthen of 

* the government of thofe I keep/ And the Cardi- 
*.<) has publickly exprefled himfelf to this purpofe: 

That his ma(ter's defign was only to humble the 

* pride of the houfe of Auftria, and reduce it to fuch 

* a condition, as that its neighbours might have no 

* fuch great caufe of fear from them ; feeing the Jeaft 

* motion of theirs raifed alarms among them. That 

* his endeavours were not laid out in aggrandizing 

* the^ dominion of France, feeing ihe bounds of it 

* were large enough already ; his intentions being 

* only to give his Sovereign the laft proof of his zeal 

* and sfFedlion, by leaving the kingdom in a pro- 

* found peace, which might make his Majefty bc- 

* loved of his neighbours, and feared by thefe who 

* are jealous of his greatnefs and power ; he being 

* hereby the arbiter of Europe, and reigning more 

* abfolutely by this means, than if all their eftates 

* belonged to him.' What I have written to thee, _ 
happened fome time fmce ; but v^^hat I am now to 
inform thee of, is quite new. 

We have an account, that the Princes of Savoy 
have not kept their word with the King, Cardinal 
Richlieu, and Mazarine ; and defignsare now taking 
in hand to puni(h fo great an affront; and thefe are 
bufied in thoughts of revenging a widow Princefs, 
whp has been fo long forced to behold bloody tra- 
gedies in her houfe, by the wars which the Princes 
of the blood make continually ; wherein ftrangers 
do intereft themfelves, who ruin the eftates, and 
keep them up in perpetual difcord. 

This bufinefs will cajufe new troubles in Italy^ 
and thou (halt therefore not fail of intelligence of 
the particulars. However, the Princes of Savoy are 
blamed by all the world, and charged with want of 
(inceiify. But this being almoft a rule amongft the 
Chiiftians, * To obferve their word no longer than 

^ they 
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* they find their advantage in it ;' thou needed not 
therefore much wender at what thefe Princes have 
done : Wherehy thou wilt know, that a mean in* 
terelt being the motive that fets them at work, and 
which is all their reafon of ftate ; he that will one 
day fqually judge all the world, and can overturn 
all the univerfe An lefs time than he created it, wiil 
deftroy the little powers of thefe weak politicians, 
who acknowledge the law of the Nazarites, to the 
immortal glory of the venerable and holy name of 
the faithful Muflulmen. 
Paris, 45th of the 5ih Mcoo, 
of the Year 1641. 



LETTER IV. 
To Dgnet Oglou. 

IMufi forget myfelf, if I forget thee ; but thinking 
often on mylelf, 1 caiinoc forget thee ; becaufe 
thou art my fecond felf. Be perfuaded, I fpeak my 
heart, and that I have no other dcfign but th?.t of 
loving thee, that thou mayeft anfwer. me with the 
fame afiedion : For I deliie thy happinefs as I do 
my own. 

1 am endeavouring to procure thee the confidence 
of the invincible Vizir Azem, without his perceiv- 
ing my defign ; and this is the beft manner I could 
devife of doing it. Thou fhalt pretend to receive 
from fome friend, which thou (halt leave at Palermo, 
the memoirs which I fend thee with this letter ; and 
it will not be difficult to make it be believed, thoiii* 
holdcft a correfpondence in this town of Sicily, con- 
fidering the time we have lived there together, dur- 
ing our flaveiy. 

1 he auguit Vizir, who rules and governs the 
Empire under the orders of the moft mighty and 
dreadful Potentate of the earth, will receive by this 
ordinary^ an ample information of extraordinary 
events which have happened in Portugal 5 and I have 
M 3 alfa 
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alfo informed him of the ftrange rcvolutioris of Cata* 
Ionia, which do much weakeo the ftrength of t>pain^ 
and notably mortify the pride of this haughty nation* 
I have made known to him, that Portugal has al- 
ready made choice of a King, and that Catalonia is 
departing from her allegiance. Bu^ 1 have given 
him no account of the choice memoirs which Ifend 
thet; ; with which thou mayeft make advantage, if 
thereby thou canft find the way of introducing thy^ 
lelf to the Grand Vizir. 

Thou mayeft then fay to this great Miniftcr, That 
thou haft received the memoirs thou prefentedft him 
wich, and aflure him thou haft tranflated them out 
of the Italian rn^o Arabick ; and thou nruft tran- 
fcrlbe them with ihine own hand, that they may uot 
appear to have come from me. 

The King of Sp^in, Philip II. died of a fliameful 
direafe, which happens only to bafe people j which 
rppc'ared a chaflilement from heaven, for havings 
like David, numbered the people which dwell in the 
i^ountpies fubjedl to him, to make kno^n to all na- 
tions the greatnefs of his power. 

It is certain this Monarch reckoned as far as 750 
cities erected into biihopricks ; therein compre- 
hending 6b archbiftiopricks : That he had abbies; 
1 14,000, chapters 9,230, as many collegiate cathe- 
drals; parifti churches 127,000, hofpitals 4,000,, 
.confraternities 23,000, congregations of Seculars 
2,300, houfes of entertainment for pilgrims 3,000, 
46,000 convents of religious people, and of virgins 
J3>S^^5 with'i(:,2co chapels wherein mafs is (aid» 
as well in publick churches, as particular houfes 
and prifons. 

And after an exafl: fearch, this King found, that 
to ferve fo great a number of churches, monafteries,. 
convents, hofpitals, and chapels, there were 12,900 
religious Monks, Priefts or Clerks ; amongft whom 
there might be found 12,400 Priefts which celebrate 
what tbe^Chriftians call the Mafs. And to main- 
tain fo many people, it was computed that the re- 
venue for this amounted to 3,000,000 of Romaa 

crowns>. 
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cm-wis, without reckoning the alms which were 
diftributed every day, which amount to the Aim of 
4^ooo,oco of gold. 

The curioiity of this Prince went farther} he 
'wrould know the number of all his royal officers, 
governors of provinces, towns, caftles, and citadels;/ 
and, in fine, of all officers, as well of fea as land, 
i^<'g^s, jufticiaries of all kinds, and of all thcfe who' 
irad pattnts-from him or his viceroys. And he founi 
they were 83,000 who were employed under letters 
fealed with his hand, and 360,000 who* had thcni' 
figned under his principal Minifters. 

^ He would not knoiy the number of perfons that 
lived in his ftates, left he (hould become too proud, 
and to prevent his fall, faid he, into the fin of 
Savid; which he yet could not avoid in his owiv 
perfon, as I have already faid 5 God having fpared 
hb fubje<£)s, who haA'otherwifefufficiently furfered^ 
^ One may now fay, that this puiflknt Monarch be- 
gins to be difmembered by the lofs of fo many pro- 
vinces, kingdoms, and other places ; and that Pnilip 
Il/knew not the full extent of his power; PhilipIII, 
knew not the greatnefs of hfe forces, . nor the ri.n s 
which he poi&fles, becaufe his Minifters governed* 
him ; and Philip IV, not feeing.when he migjn fee,. 
could not fee at 1 aft when he woald< 

I think I have faid enough to thee to be under- 
ftood. Do now what thou canft, to make thyfelT 
underftood by perfons to whom thefe advices may 
be agreeable or profitable ; and if thou believeft, the 
knpwledge of thefe things may be acceptable to the 
invincible Vizir, who is one of the lights of the 
world,, endeavour to procure the favour of this greats 
man,, who governs all the Faithful, and to whom* 
the Divine Alcoran ferves for a law. I embrace 
thee, and cordiallyJcifs thee with the lips of my feul^* 
if a man-may fo exprefs himfelf. Adieur 

Paris, ^th of the 7th Moon, 
of the Year 164 X. 

M 4 
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LETTER V. 

To the Invincible Vizir Azem. 

THE poft which came fomefew days paft here^, 
have brought ill news. One of the King's ar- 
mies has been defeated by an army compofed of fo- 
reigners; at the head of whom was a Prince of 
France, and feveral malecontent Lords, who fol- 
lowed him. This lofs has much afflided the courr, 
and Paris feems to be thunderftruck. The people 
difcourfe and argue hereupon according to their dif- 
ferent humours, moft making the lofs greater than 
it was. But ihofe who having loft their kinsfolk 
threaten revenge j and only thofe that have heard cf 
the death of their friends are filent, becaufe their 
grief is above expreflion. Rut all in general appear 
in fuch a conftcrr.aticn, as would make a man ima- 
gine this ftroke is irn parable; fo true it is. That 
ic'ifcs are infufterable to thofe that are not accuf- 
tomed to lofe. 

One would think, to hear the French talk, that 
the Spaniards are already at the walls of Paris, and 
that thele rebellious Princes are all ready to give an 
aiiault to this great town. They have retired into a 
jilace which they fay is impregnable, and which be- 
longs to aFrench Lord ; which place is called Sedan, 
and it is not far thencewhere this bloody battle was 
fought, wherein the King's party were worfted ; but 
the Maleeontents are much afflidted at the lofs of 
iheir General, who was killed in the heat of the 
fight. Some fay he died by treachery ; others by 
the enemy : And there are who affirm. That Car- 
dinal Richiieu got rid of hirn by means df an aftaffin, 
whom he entertained in his troops: Others alfo fay 
he killed himfelf, by lifting up the vizor of his hel- 
met with his piftol, which difcharged itfelf: How- 
ever, there is dead in the perfon of this Prince, a 
Prince of great valour. 

Khali 
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r ihall make thee a recital of this adventure; I 
ftall learn thee the motives of this war; inform thA 
who were the Mahometans, and their qualities ; and, 
in fine, b^r what cabals this tempeft is raifed ; that 
thou may eft know, great and principal prop of the 
Ottoman Empdre, that ambition and jealouff caufe 
diforders in France, as well as in other countries. 

Lewis de Bourbon, Count de Soillbns, was a. 
Prince of the blood ; he had fuch a fiercenefs in his 
youtht as drove away, all from him, who once came 
near him ; but having got over this humour, which 
difobliged every body, he became popular, and fo 
courteous, that he was now followed as much he 
was {hunned before. He ufed the nobility as became 
their quality ; had acquired the friend(hip of other 
Princes, and thofe of inferior rank could not enough 
admire himv He was adored by the foldiery, be-» 
loved and efteemed by the people ; and he had^ in a 
word, fo behaved himfelf, that he had gotten die 
general applaufe.^ 

Cardinal Richlieu has a niece named Madam de 
Cambalet, who having been married to a gentleman, 
afpired to an higher match, feeing all things to give 
place, and humole themfelves before her uncle. 
. The Cardinal defigried by the marriage of this 
niece, to procure himfelf fuch a puifiant prop, that 
nothing fhould be able to overthrow his fortune, or 
oppofe his authority: He pretended alfo, his life 
would be. more in fafety ; and that fuch an alliance^ 
with thofe he already had, would put him out of a 
capacity of being, ever attacked by any enemies, fe- 
cret or decfered, whofe number increafed as faft as 
his authority. 

Several affirm, this Prieft had ambition^ enough 
to give an heir, who mijght one day afcend the 
throne; when it appearedT by the Queen's barren- 
nefs, the King could have no child to fucceed him. 

But the ftate of affairs being changed, he took 

other meafures ; and thinking of having/ the count 

in his alliance, he caufed the propofals of this mar-^ 

riage of his niece to be offered the Prince,, by one of 

M 5, hrs'v 
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his moft intimate confidents ; who offered him at 
the fame time confiderable fums of money, arid 
dignities, to make him heir of all his vaft eftate;?, 
and to procure him the grcateft office in the king- 
dom, which is that of Conftable. 

The Count of Soiflbn*s anfwer to him that made 
the propofal, was a box on the ear ; being in an ex- 
treme paffion at. any one's daring to offer him a- 
match fo greatly beneath him*, when Madam de 
Cambalet was the widow of a gentleman of mean 
condition, and niece to a Cardinal whom he hated, 
and himfelf a Prince of the blood. 

The Cardinal's meflenger, deiirous his negociatioa 
fliould fucceed, was not repelled by this affionti He 
jnfifted on the virtue of the Cardinal's niece, faying^ 
(he would be courted by the greateft in France : 
And added farther in commendation of this lady». 
That (he was a virgin, although married ; becaufe 
her hufband, out of rcfpeft, dared not approach her;. 
and that heaven has fo ordered it, that this adven- 
ture (hould be found written in the anagram of her 
name. 

This Minifter could not diffemble his vexation at 
ihe refufal ; his choler becarpe excefiive, and he re«-^ 
folved to praflife his ufual maxim, of violently per- 
fecuting thofe whofe friendfhip be had fought with 
moft eagerrefs. He therefore wholly fet himfel-T 
againft this Prince, fpake all the ill he could of him, 
publickly threatened his enemy ; but he valued him- 
not, looking on the Cardinal as beneath his notice. 

In the mean time, the Cardinal plotted to put his 
threats into execution, and brought the King in, to 
countenance liim by his authority; which obliged 
the Count to abfent himfelf, and make a voyage into 
Italy, to avoid the ftorm he was threatened with. 
Yet his voyage laflcd not long, and at his return the 
Cardinal did all he could now to win him ; he pro- 
cured him fuitable employs in the armies, and made 
him at length be declared General of that which the 
King fcnt on the frontiers of Picardy. Yet this 
haughty Prince received all with indifferency, faying^ 

only, 
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only, That a Captain was given to the aimy^' and 
not an army to a Captain. 

The grandees of the court who obfervsd ?far oflT 
"what pafled in this intrigue, tnftead of mollif^'ing 
the Count's humour, did all they could tofharpen it. 
The Duke of Orleans, the King's brother, who wat 
always this Miaifter's enemy, linked himfelf with 
Soiflbns ; exhorting him not to yield to the Cardi* 
rral's purfuits ; and it is faid he-drew a promrfe from 
him under his hand, that he would never accept of 
the marriage propofed ; and they afterwards fwore 
fidelity to one another, and that they would join 
together for the deflfudion of the common enemy ; 
and for this effed they took meafures with Prince 
Thomas, -.of the houfe of Savoys who is at prefent 
General* of the Spanifli army in Flanders: They 
alfo brought the Duke de Valette, and feveral Lords 
of the kingdom into their party. Almoft all the 
confpif ators were for killing the Cardinal, and the 
time of the flroke (hould be when he vifited the 
quarters of the army which bcfieged Corbie : But 
the Count alone would not confenc to dip his hands 
in the blood of a Prieftv 

But the Duke dc Valette,- whb faw the danger 
wherein he was, when the confpiracy came to be 
difcovercd, fcfolved to (belter himfelf by the blackeft 
treachery that could be imagined : He difcovered to 
the Carditial all the accomplices ; of which the 
Count de Soiflbns having notice^ he fpeedily with- 
drew to Sedan. I (hall not make thee (invincible • 
leader) a defcription of this p^ace, which regards on > 
one fide Luxemburgh, and on the other France, it 
not lying in my way to make draughts of for- 
tifications like an engineer, but to give thee a full i 
account of what the Infidels <lo, and diFcover their 
defigns, whereby thou mayeft gather what may 
make for the advantage of our Great Monarch, . 
whofe power cannot be fliaken, but by the entire 
overthrow of the univerfe. 

Sedan is a dominion which fo^'rmerly belonged to • 
ths Dukes ofi Cleves, who were .Sovereigqs of it> 
M.6 and. 
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and at the fame time Dukes de Bouillon. When the 
Count was in this place, he thought himfelf fafe ; 
the Marefchal de Bouillon, who was the mafter of 
it, by the teftament of the laft of this family, de-- 
dared himfelf of his party, either to make war toge- 
ther againft the Cardinal by open force, or drive him 
out of this kingdom, or to get rid of him by death.. 
Here it was they made their lecrct treaties with thofe 
who commanded for the Spaniards in the Low 
Countries ; and a Prjnce of the^ioufe of Lorrain en- 
tered into the cabal. He bears the Cardinal as mucl^ 
ill will, and appears as refolute as the reft for his 
xleftrudion : He is called the Dukeof Guife. 

There wanted only to this party the Duke of Or- 
leans, the King's only brother ; and therefore the 
Duke of Guife difpatched a meiTenger to him, who 
fold in one day both his mafter and all the reft that 
were of the confpiracy. He difcovered all the fe- 
crets of the cabal ; and the better to carry on his 
deceit, he caufed himfelf to be apprehended and 
thrown into prifon, having given his difpatches to 
the King's brother, which he had before (jbewed the 
Cardinal. This traitor was not contentecl with re- 
vealing thefe gentlemen's fecrets, who had fent him ;. 
but alio made it appear that the Prince^ the^ing.'s 
brother, was guilty as an accomplice of the others 
rebellion. Thus thefe great men, grown defperate 
at the difcoverjr of their projeds, which were indeed 
.contzary to their Sovereign's interefts^ and the king- 
dom's, were forced to throw themfelves into the 
arms of the Spaniards, and to join with them. 

They have raifed troops amongft their vaflals and 
friends, and openly declared themfelves 5 and fought 
, with great valour, as I have already mentioned In 
the beginning of my fetter. The King's army has 
been very ill bandied, and it appears that the ad- 
vantage was wholly on the confederates fide ; but 
it has coft the Count of Soiflbns his life, who was 
General and chief of the party ; and it is at pre- 
, fent difputedi, to whom is due the honour of. the- 
yidlory. 
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f ' I proftrate myfelf continually at tby feet, to kif» 
I with ' . . « - . -.• . 

I **> 



piuniMc myieii coniinuaiiy at uiy leec, co kii» 
i all humilityi the duft of them, aflurine thee» 

thou haft in me a moft faithful ilave, that wiU never 

change. 

Paris, zjth of the 8th Mooo» 
of the Year X 641. 



LETTER VL 
To Solyman, bis Coufin^ at Conftantinople. 

POntius Pilate was an honefter man than thou* 
He, although a Pagan, excufed himfelf of the 
falfe fentence he ihould pronounce on the Chriftian$ 
Meffiah, by wafhing his hands before the Jews^ 
•who fought his death : And thou that art a Maho^ 
metan, as I am, and wafheft thv whole body In the^ 
baths at Conftantinople, in the prefence of our 
friends, accufeft and condemneft me raflily without 
any fcruple. Thou ufeft roe. like a rogue i fo ma- 
licioufly art thou fet againrt me, who am of the 
fame rehgion which thou profeflcft. How canft thoit 
juftify the hatred thou beareft me, in endeavouring 
to make the Kaimacham believe, I have been cor- 
rupted by the Cardinal, who is the Kiiig of France's 
chief Minifter ? Adding, that he ought no more to 
heed my letters and relations fent to the Sublime 
i Porte (where lie proftrate all the powers of the 
world) as not written by an Arabian^ but by a facrif- 
legious Heretick ; that I deceive the Mufti, fo vene- 
rable for the authority which he has in fuch an Holy 
Religion, of which he is the worthy head 5 and that 
I amufe him by my letters^ the better to conceal my 
-thange, feeing I adore in my heart,, and publickly 
profefs an entire fubmiffion to ihe decrees of the 
Roman prelate. 

The quality of thy coufin, which I have whether 
I will or no, is fo far from withholding thee, that 
It is made ufe of to carry on thy pernicious defigns. 
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I unworthy kinfinan f infamous hypocrite ! thou^ 
t^ilt difcredic me^ and break off the oourfe of itfy 
employment, becaufe I ferve effedually the grcatdft'* 
Prince of the univerfe. Thou approveftnot only 
my condu& when I began my endeavours, under 
the orders of the Miniders of the Divan ; but thou, 
applaudeft me^,gave me praife^^* And- now, when^ 
all the Minifters are fatisfied with*me, and approved 
of my be'baviour^ and gave me their commendations,^ 
thou art the only man who thinkeft it fitting to tra- 
v«rfe me, to obfcure my reputation, and blacken ray 
actions. Is this the fruit of thy ftudies with Hippo > 
at Athens, to whom thou oweft thy^ knowledge of 
Greek authors, which- thou fo greatly braggeff of ?- 
Anfwer me, unjttft coufin. What isthy defign of 
having me called away by thy bafe defaniations ?: 
When did IpflFehd thee,. and wherein, I pray ? But' 
thy artifices, how ereat and' malicious foever thejr 
be, will not prevail-over the fincerity of* my heart i , 
and as I (hall always exactly perform my duty,..fo^ 

1 fear not thelofs of my.Prince's favour ; he will ap- 
prove of what I do, and thou wih die with envy and > 
defpite. 

I needed not- have been nftiftaken : I might have • 
feen the falfenefs of thine heart bythyxountenance. . 
Thou art an Heraclitus, always melancholy, and* 
out of humour, that cannot rejoice, fhould heaven- 
favour our invincible Monarch's projefls. Thou- art 
z falfe Zeno, who, under the afFefted appearance of '^ 
a Stoick, concealed a cynical heart, whofe critical:' 
humour is always biting on the a£ti6ns of others. . 
Nature has covered thy mce with-fadnefs, mixt with i 
a deadly, palenefs, becaufe thou art always bufied 
about Tome doleful matter. In like manner it ap-- 

fjears, that Pythagoras* has inftrucled theetofjieak 
ittle, as knowing thou art not fit to fay or do any- 
thing but what is hurtful. I know not what is be* 
come of Ifouf, having no account of him. I am - 
afraid thou haft corrupted this my kinfman, that I 
might have no ally or faithful friend. Thou haft ^ 
liot failed to inftrucl him well, having given him fo 
. gpodi 
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?;ood an example f. and he has, without doubt, I^een 
b ungrateful, as to imitate thee. He::is returned from- 
Mecha, and makes- me no anfwer, giving me no ac- 
count whether he has n^ade the offering for me on 
the mountain, whether he has-facrificed theflieep,, 
"whetherhe has diftributed the alms I enjoined Wm, or 
whether he will fend mej as I intreated him,, a fmall 

fiece of the old hanging of the fecred mofque* But 
will not concera myfelf fo-muchatwhat others do,. 
my intention being to complain only of thee, becaufe ' 
others offences are not comparable to thine^ thou 
having not left oile ftone unturned to ruin me. 

Continue then in thine ill- nature : I write only to 
acquaint thee, that I am not ignorant of whatever 
thou haft done againff me. There^is nobody but old " 
Baba thine uncle, who can work a change in thee :: 
Go to him; be not afhamed to- fee a man who is 
employed in the meaneft works, to have more judg- 
ment than thee : Shew him the infirmities of thy 
ibul ; OTy. to fpeak better, confeis to him all the ilf 
things thou haft done, if thou haft any intentions of 
becoming an honeft man. Although he be but ^ 
carpenter, he knows better than thee to form the 
mind ; and can teach thee how to polifli and fquare 
thy foul, as hepolifhes a piece of oak^ though never 
fb hard and knotty* 

He is perfcftly inftrudted in the law; he is brought: 
lip in the principles of religion ; he will guide, the^i^ 
it thou wilt fuffer him, in the way which leads to - 
perfeftion ; he will not permit thee to lie ; he will 
put thee on making reftitution to thofe, whofe good 
name thou haft unjuftly taken 5 and he will comfort 
thee, if thou beeft really forrowful for the ill thoit 
haft done,- and if thou flieweft any regret at thy 
• former purpofes of deftroyin? a kinfman that loved 
thee, and ttill wi&es thee all kinds of happinefs, if 
thourepenteftof thyunjuftperfecutions, and if, of a 
bad coufin, which thou haft been, thou wilt become 
a fincere and hearty fri'end, 

'Paris, ajih of the loth Mood» 
of the Year 164X. 
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LETTER VIL 
To Dgnet Oglou* 

I Say not that thofe are fools that are in love, but 
muft needs thinfc> that thofe who believe lightly, 
are not overladen with difcretion^ It is hard for a 
man always to keep himfelf from falling into a paf- 
fion i but it is not fo hard for a man to keep himfelf 
from believing things with too great facility, and 
from being caught with falfehoods, which are the 
moft conftant attendants of women. 

Thou haft fpoke the truth to me, in fending me 
the balm and aloes I wrote for ; and I (hall not an« 
fwer thee with lies, in fpeaking of Daria, who is the 
fubjedl of the letter which I received from thee. Let 
roe thank thee, without faying any thing of the pre- 
ifent thou madeft me» which is very magnificent and 
acceptable ; and fufFer me to complain to thee freely 
of the hurt which another has done me. I need not 
confult my regifter, to remember whatever I wrote 
to thee about this Greek ; my heart, which is yet 
full of it, reproaches me every moment for having 
faid too much to thee on that fubjeft. 

Never any thing appeared to me fo defirable, as 
that herb which Homer called Nepente, to cure me 
of the cruel diftemper, with which I am tormented* 
This Prince of Poets makes a Queen of our Egypt,, 
to prefent this^ admirable fimple to Helena, which, 
has the virtue of appeafing immediately all dolours,, 
and makes us forget the vexations and offences of- 
fered us. But thou wilt not underfland me, unlefs. 
I tell thee clearly. That Daria has forgotten alt the 
promifes fhe made me, as foon as ever Ihe was from 
mej not remembering in any fort my love. It is 
true, ihe wrote twice to me fince her; departure, but 
in fo cold a ftyJe,. that it is plainly feen her heart is 
as cold as ice to me. As foon as ever fhe faw herfelf 
in the arms of her hufband,,ihe made him a facrifice 
of my paflion 3 and> the better to make her court to 

hin>,. 
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him, and perfuade him ef her fidelity, (he delivered 
to him my letters. The hufband laughed in reading 
them, and faid to her, in a jeer to me: 'A man 

* then fo defperately in love, has only fighed and 

* wrote?' ' He has done fomething more,' (replied 
this diflembling woman) * having promifed to fend 

* me a box of white balm of Mecha, and aloes 

* wood, to perfume me, which yet I do not expeft 

* to receive foon, and perhaps never : For if Mah- 
^ mut be not become a fool, he will as foon forget 
^ me, as I fliall certainly forget him.' ^ And what 
^ haft thou promifed this Barbarian ?' replied imme- 
diately the hufband. ' I promifed,' replied Daria, 

* to fend with my piSure, that of the mofl chafte 

* of all women j which yet I do not pretend to do, 

* without your confent, nay, and command.' 
What I now inform thee, comes from a place, 

which makes me not at all doubt the certainty of it. 
But having learned by what I relate, the virtue of 
this woman, now hear what the hufband's was; 
who having feen my pi<Slurc, and commended the 
painter that drew it, embraced tenderly his wife, 
whom he refpeded'as a moft flngular example of 
conjugal fidelity. Thou wilt wonder at Daria*s 
weaknefs in (hewing him my pidure ; (he did do it, 
and her confidence has turned to account, fhe hav^ 
ing received a thoufand chafle embraces for a recom- 
pence. Thou feeft here the happinefs of the Chrif- 
tian women, who have hufbands who take fo favour- 
ably the offences done them during their abfence. 

In the mean time, Daria's pifiure does notconie; 
(he returns no more anfwers to my letters, which 
has difcouraged me to write to her for fome time. 
My paiGon begins not to be fo violent; and this 
great fire which confumed me, will foon turn into 
aihes. I have been mightily miflaken, for it is only 
amongfl: perfbns of an equal condition, where true 
and lading friendihips are to be found. Let us love, 
my dear Dgnet, let the bonds of our friendfhip be 
fuch; as wiil never break nor be diffolved. Daria is 
really a great example of fidelity to her hufband;: 

but 
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but ihe is alfo an example of inconfta^cy and trea^ 
cbery to a lover^ who had (acrificed all to her. 

I am refolved henceforward to love no woman i 
and I am certain, my dear friend, that my refolution 
fliall hold* Rejoice with me at my cure, and believe,. 
that if a ime and charming woman difordered my 
brains, %he good humour and patience of her bui^ 
band has brought me again to my fen<fes» My ad-^ 
venture (hould make thee careful to> avoid the like 
inconveniences ; but thoa canft not run that rifque,. 
being happy with the other MuiTulmea of Conftan- 
tinople, who have laws which retreat and hindet' 
them from falling into the like irregularities. 

I hope alfo, thou wilt ^ive over being my rival, if^ 
thou haft ever had any kmdnefs for this ungrateful 
Greek. If men muft love once in their lives, let 
them have a care of falling into thofe exceiTes which 
deprive them of their reafon, and make them repent 
of their love all the days of riieir lives. My repent- 
ance is great ; and* though my paffion be not whoU^g: 
extind, yet I fe^ a joy which makes me know, 
That I fhall by degrees lofe my paffion for her. 

Tliou- mayeft be weU tired with this long di fcotrrfe ; 
but I (hall end it, infending.thee a^defcription whiclv 
one of the gre'ateft wits in Spain has made of wo*- 
man. 

He fays, * They be th^ fogrcea of life and death ;. 
*• that they are to be confidered as fire, becauie they 
^ ufe all that come near them, as that elegient does ^ 

* yet they give man a certain mceffary heat : They 

* are fine things 5 bring joy to* flimilies and whole 

* towns i but are dangerous to keep, enfiaming all 
^ that comes near them, and reducing them com^ 

* monly into afhe»» They ufually give a great luf- 

* tre, but this luftse is. never without fuch a fmoke,. 
^ as darkens the underftandiiig, and makes them of- 
^ ten (bed tears,, who only behold themw He that* 

* has no commerce with woman, fpends-his life in- 

* melancholy, and yet they are feldom feen without 

* danger. The way to manage th^, is not to do- 
^ exceifive things for them, no more than wholly to - 

*neglca. 
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* negleAthefn. Amam^ttdkomn^BmoEj^mad 

* commoidy \ok% them ■■■« aaihr- Fsc 4aod a 

* woman are ezaAly dK £hk^ az^ be ttot £mA 
^ women are fires viiich Ikixb »i rdsgs aas £mA 
^ likewifcy that fiie is Ukt mnmrug whikk ooa- 
' funeth all things.' 

But our reljgioos Aiafaians have fyaken jet flsoor 
elegantly^ when tfacy wrote, ^ That God onfe a 
^ particular paradiic for them ; beca«lr/ ^ thev ^ 
^ (hould they enter into that of Baa, they otmU 

* foon change it into a hcjL* 

Eve played her part fe wdU when flie was fedoced 
by the Terpen t in the tcrr eflii al paiadife, that flie 
cl&cei%'ed her fpoufe alio, diat he might he nndcr the 
like condemnation. But however, thb fez having, 
among fo many defects, ibmethii^ that is amiahir^ 
let us love them at leaft,hecaiife of their oieMoels 
for contimring the fpccics, but not for their beanity ^ 
whofe enchantment corrupt the mind, and hinder 
all the excellent operations of itr For ^ men pes* 
^ haps would be angels, were thcie no women;' I 
mean bad ones ; for good women^ as well as gpod. 
men, can do no hurt. Adieu. 

Fans, aoth of the iotbMooa> 
orthc Yeai i64i» 



LETTER vm. 
To Carcoa a£ Vienna* 

THE courier which is now arrived^ hasbroogbt^ 
me fetters and money, from thee. I (hall re- 
cefvc the m^oney upon the bill of exchange, when ifr 
is due,, under tne name of Titus. I am extrcmelf 
oWiged to thee for the care thou haft taken in pro- 
curing it me, bdngiita country where good words 
are of no credit. I have received alfo the box, 
wherein is the balm and aloes fent me by m^ frien4 
Ogbu^ all in. gpod condition^ and come m ^oqd 
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time* I want only to know bow it is with IfouF^ 
for he writes no more to me. I am informed he is 
returned from his prigrimage, and yet has not fent 
to thee what I defired him to bring from Mecha. 

I will not complain of any body ;. if I do, it {ball 
be of myfelf. Take care of the letters I fend thee, 
and let me know whether we may hope well from 
the Grand Signior, and what is reported at tbe 
court where thou art, and if there be any likelihood 
of making war afrefli againft the Infidels* 

My health is indifferent. I live here without fuP- 

Sicion ; and though Cardinal Richlieu be an Argus^ 
e is blind as to what concerns me ; for he knows 
nothing of my bufinefs, or feigns fo at leulk ; neither 
do I do or fay any thing which may make me fuC- 

. peded for an enemy. 

. ^ I afTurc thee I love God, have a 'great refpefl for 
his law, and follow my bufinefs with great fidelity. 
If thou wilt have me do more, adverttfe thy friend 
of it, whom thou knoweit; ihew me the cxample> 
and live happily. 

Paris, aid of the xoth MooDj 
of the ICear 1641. 



LETTER IX. 

To Berber Muftapha, Aga at Conftantinople* 

WE have arrived to the end of the year which 
the Infidels folemnize by bonfires, and which 
I mark by an extraordinary fadnefs. I complain not 
in that Time, making itfelf the mafter of my heart, 
will foon begin to weaken it. I underftand the fol-* 
lies of thofe vows, which are made to heaven, for 
the obtaining of a long life. Thofe that defire it are 
wont to make contrary ones, when they become 
. overwhelmed with the infirmities which attend for 
the mofl: part old age. The occafion of my com- 
plaiota is of another nature -, I am troubled at the 

being, 
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I being fo far from my friends and country» and at my 

I being bantihed into an enemy's country, where I 

I tnuft live like a man that is in continual fear, among 

people who feem to matter nothing. 

Thou art now above fifty years of age, and I not 

above thirty-two ; and yet I know thou refledleft 

not much thereupon, thinking thou haft ftill a lon|r 

time to live. Thou art of a ftrong conftitution, art 

a lover of pleafures, fearching them every where 

ivithout any thoughts of Death, who will fpare thee 

no more than others whofe health is decayed ; for 

^ he comes taking great ftrides towards us sdl.* 

Thou art very fortunate, I muft needs fay, in con- 

lerving, in a body fo near old age, a ypung man's 

fpirit ; which is far from my difpofition : For when 

thou art in purfuit of divertifements, I im continu- 

ally thinking of death ; becaufel believe I have lived 

too long. 

Should the King or Cardinal, near whom I live, 
Icnow this night, that Mahmut who writes to thee» 
is one of the Grand Signior's fpies, I fhould lofe my 
life, perhaps before the next light : Yet the feaiT o£ 
fuch an adventure gives me no difaulet ; haying en- 
tirely facrificed myfelf to the maizer I ferve, who 
commands all men on the earth. Should thefe 
Barbarians put me to death, I (hall only finifh a 
little fooner, that courfe which T muft certainly onq 
day put an end to ; and if I live, I (hall have neither 
recompence to exped, nor pain to apprehend. 

Here is much talk about the Duke of Lorrain ;• 
yet there has been more done againft him, than faid. 
1 he French affirm. That in ftripping this Prince 
of his countries, he has been very mercifully dealt 
with ; for juftice required more. There are, on the 
contrary, other people, who do not believe it. is; 
poffible to do a great piece of injuftice. In fine, 
every man fpeaks after^ his. manner. 

It is faid moreoyer, tliat this Sovereign being 
come again into the. King's favour, who had given 
him a thoufand teftimonics of good-will, after what 
has pafled in 1634, when this court had great rea- 

fons 
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fons to complaiii of his condud ; he drew down 
sigain fre(h the indignation of France upon him, by 
a ^ult which cannot be excufed. I think, this Duke 
had concluded two treaties that year, promifing a 
fubmiffion and eternal obedience. He had the ho- 
nour to dine with Che King ; and having rendered 
liim homage for the duchy of Bar, he again threw 
himfelf into the arms of the Auftrians ; although he 
had fworn on the Gofpels, (a book as much re* 
fpe£led amongft the-Chriftians, as the Alcoran is. 
^mong the trup Faithful) that he would never for- 
fake the interefts of France, what wars foever j(he 
might find j that he would be perpetually fixed to 
the interefts of that crown ; and never hold any 
correfpondence with the houfe of Auftria. In con- 
fideration of which, Lewis Ihould re-eftabliih this 
Prince in his eftates, which he was to furrender en- 
tirely, bating fome places, and the capital, called 
Nanci, which he would retain during the war, as 
a pledge for the performance of what he had fworn 
to ; and which yet was to be given up, after the 
conclufion of the peace. It is added, that this Sove- 
reign having occafion to complain of the Spaniih 
l^inifters, and the grandees of this nation who carry 
on the war in Flanders; he had writ to the Cardi- 
nal Infant, Governor of the Low Countries, a let- 
ter to this purpofe, and very near in thefe words : 
* The King of France having required me to join 

* myfelf with my troops to his army near Sedan ; I 

* would not obey this puifiant King, much lefs your 

* Highnefs, feeing the towns fubjedt to the Spani-^ 

* arcfs, treat me as if I were an enemy.' 

The ladies have had a great part in this accom- 
fpodation of the Duke of Lorrain ; which has had; 
Kkc all the works of women, a direful event. This 
Prince being become amorous of a French lady, was 
for repudiating his lawful Princefs, to whom he 
owes all his effate ; beginning to feparate from her, 
that^ he might give himfelf entirely to the Countefs 
0f Cantecroix ^ whom he ufcd as bis real wife. 

Good 
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tJood people are forry for this Prince's difgrace, 
«s believing his condition to be pad: remedy. The 
devout party fay, That haviiig been unjuftly de- 
prived of his eftates, God virill work miracles in his 
favour ; >confidering ncJ lefs than three hundred 
JSaints, as they fay, have been of his family, which 
mu& 'needs reconcile him to the favour of heaven ; 
anlongft which, is the famous Godfrey of Bullen^ 
who won Jerufalem, and all Pal^ftine from the Sa- 
racens ; whom we muft own to have been a great 
man, whether we confide his courage or zeal for 
his religion, which ought to make his memory fa-* 
mous to all ages. 

I can tell thee nothing more certain on this fubjed^, 
having endeavoured to be informed of what I write 
to thee to fatisf^r thy curi<^ty : And whatever I now 
recite^ has paft in France with little noife, or rather 
MTith great filence, as to me ; for indeed I muft with 
fliame confefs, that I have fcarce heard in Paris this 
events fo famous throughout Europe. 

^ Man has nothing but what comes from heaven, 
and commonly the ftrongeft, when he has right on 
iiis fide, fubdues the weak, and enriches hinifelf 
with his fpoils. 

By 'the law of nature, every one has right of 
judging his own neceffities, and the greatnefs of the 
danger wherein he finds himfelf ; and, if it be con- ' 
trary to reafon, I (hould be judge of my own dan- 
ger, it is reafonable another (hould be fo. But the 
fame reafon which eftabliflies another judge of what 
concerns me, has made me his judge ; and confe- 
<]uently, gives me authority to judge of the fentence 
which he (hall give againft me ; and to decide whe- 
ther it be juft, when it is favourable to me, or un- 
juft, if it be contrary to my interefts. 

' Nature has given all to men; and thou and I, and 
all men, have an equal right to all things, hence we 
have power to do whatever we will, to poffefs and 
enjoy what we think is fitting 5 and yet, fuch an ex- 
tenfive right is juft as if we had right to nothing : 
For, at the fame time^ J have right to a tfiin^ 

which 
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which pleafet me, another ftronger than myfelT, by 
virtue of the fame right, takes it from me, and en- 
joys it in fpight of me. Hence it is, that one man 
invades another with the fame rieht with which he 
defends himfelf, whence do, and will fpring up al- 
ways, the occafions of jealoufies and difcord which 
are among men; which make them -at continual 
defiance with one another, and keep them in a con- 
tinual watchfulnefs over their neighbours. 

It is this liberty, founded in nature, which makes 
it lawful, in time of war, to refift and invade, not 
only by open force, but with all the fecret arts and 
ftratagems that can be devifed ; and when a man 
would avoid the danger he is in, in fighting, and 
has his enemy in his hands, he has a right to ufe 
all means to avoid him, and fecure himfelf from 
him. 

Thou wilt approve of thefe reflections, which 
fbew thee the natural right thou haft of commanding 
me, as being thy inferior ; and, I hop?, by what I, 
have written, to have fattsiied thy curiofity ; and by 
my fubmif&on and obedience, to have given thee a 
proof of my profound refpefls to thee. 

Paris, 7th of the laft Moon» 
of the Year 1641. 



LETTER X. 

To Bedredin, Superior of the Dervifcs of 
Cogni in Natolia. 

LET me, moft holy and patient Dervife, falute 
thee with my head bowed down to the ground, 
with the greateft humility I am able. I now write 
to thee with my feet naked, without either hofe or 
ihoes, as a mark of my'refpecSl and veneration, which 
I have for thy old age, and the admiration I have at 
thy incorruptible innoccncy. 

7 V The 
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Th'e kindncfs thou ihewefl: me by the long letter 
1 have received has given me fuch joy, as I cannot 
^xprefs ; as makes tne forget my pail pains, and hin*:, 
ders me from thinking of thofe which are to happju 
tQ me i for I can now willingly' leave this worli], 
having had fuch teiHmonies of thy afFeftion. Thy 
great age docs not aftoni/h me, feeing thy father, 
M^hois yet alive, is 107 years old, and taou not above 
8z 5 which makes me hope to fee a great while yet, 
both one and the other draw down, by their 
prayers, and merit of their good aSions, the bleffing 
of heaven on the glorious empire of the Ottoman 
court, to whom all the empires and monarchies of 
the world ought to fubmit. The thirty brethren, 
who prefented thcmfelves to Selim, to be enrolled in 
the troops which were to krvc againft the Peifians, 
made the fa her, who had them all by one woman» 
to. pafs for the happieft of all the Muffulmans, in 
having the good fortune to beget fuch a number of 
the moft noble fpecies in nature. But thou and thy 
father muft needs be more happy than this fertile^ 
parent. Thy father has fought, and come out vic- 
torious from the perverfity of the age, full of fears 
and fufferings, through the force of his courage, the 
innocency of his manners, and his great fobriety ; 
and, as to thy part, what haft not thou done to make 
thyiclf the worthy fon of fo glorious a father ? Thou 
haft not only done what thy father did before thee; 
thou haft acquired the fame virtues, and haft fo far 
outdone them, that one may fay, Thou haft fur- 
paffed virtue itfelf. Thy ftrength is admirable in 
the midft of abftinencies, and other auflerities which 
thou undergoeft ; in which, it is certain J thou caqft 
fiot be imitated. But heaven, to whom only thou 
Ifveft, will recompence in this world thy pure faith, 
-.vhich the enemy of mankind can never weaken. 

The Chriftians fay, when God gave them the 
commandments, he promifed long life to fuch only 
who perfeVaiy honoured thofe, who, under God, 
brought them into the light. If this be true, as it is 
very likely, it is not to be doubted, but that a long 
Vol. 1. N li^ 
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life is the recompence which God gives thofe -whm 
live wcJI : And the Nazarenes, who are criticks, 
Hffirm, That fin alone is the caufe that men do not 
Jive lo long as they did before the deluge, for then 
they remained fuch a while in life, as would tempt 
one lo think ihey were to have been immortal. 
They fay, that after the deluge God changed the 
nature of men; and inftead of that great number of 
yea;s, which made up the courfe of foJong a life, 
they cannot live at fartheft above 1 20 years, and that 
there are few which arrive to 80 ; ana whatever is 
beyond this is mifery and torment, or a kind of fcnfe- 
Icdhefs, which makes men like bcafts. 
. I know few people but what are agreed, one may 
cure or mitigate the inconveniencies which happen 
to us; but few are of opinion? That life- can be 
lengthened ; yet, if this is poflible, we may then 
believe a ftory which is believed here, and 'which 
happened the year paft in Paris: 

An ancient man went to a Dervifc of this great 
town, and thus accofted him : * I am come, reve- 
^ renri father, to know of you, whether I may in 

* good confcience determine to live no longer, being 

* quite weary of living. 1 have already arrived to 
'.tt)«. iz.jih year cf my a^^e, by means of a Irquor 
' which chymiftry has taught me,^ whereby 1 did 
' fcarce perceive from any thing 1 felt, that I was 
*. going down; yet however, this long life appears 

* HT picfent to.ir.e iikfome and intolerable. My 

* blood is fo purified in my veins, that I have re- 
' mained without any of thofe paflions whercunto 

* mankind are generally fuhje(9:. My taftc fervet 

* n(» lonper to difcover the delicacy of meats. 
*-Myears, although they be not deaf, yet will not 

* let me diftinguilh true harmony from what is only 
f a confufion of founds. Mine eyes are open to fee, 
•".but are not cheered with uny objed. My faculty 
' of fmelling is ftruck wiih fcents, yet they make no 

* imprclTion on it. I touch, but I feel not what I 
^ touch ; and I touch all things indifferently. Mine 

* heart is no longer fenfible, uor afteflcd with teo- 

* <lernefs 
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^ dernefs and paffion for my friends* Bile I'n me 

* has no longer its ufual heat. Joy and forrow, 

* anger, defire of having, hope and hatred^ are cxtln- 

* guiflied in me ; whereby I am become infenfible 
^ in conferving, if I may fo fay, all my fenfes. I am 

* refolved therefore to let mylelf die^ provided you 

* can afllire me I may do it without fin ; for fhould 

* I remain two days without taking this precious 

* elixir, I am certain I ihall foon expire, and fo be 

* delivered from the vexation which overwhelms 

* me.* Itisfaid thattheDcrvifeanfweredthisPhilo- 
fopher, * That he might not defire death, but, on 
"* the contrary, prefcrve his life ; and fuppofing ha 

* made ufe of no fecret of magick to prolong his 
^ days, he fliould believe that the marvellous potion, 

* of which he had found the fecret by his fludy and 
^ travel, was a prefentfrom heaven : That it is true^ 

* he would be rid of atroublefomclife,but he could 

* not procure the end of it without berime; and 

* that he v/as obliged to prefcrve it, to fufFer witk 

* greater ful)n]iiIion the pains he complained of, 

* which could not be comparable to the pleafures, he 

* had received, by enjoying the gift which God had 

* beftowed on biiti/ 

The Great God prefcrve thy days beyond thofe of 
this Philofopher, and accompany them vi^ith what- 
ever may give thee fatisfj^lion : But I befeech him, 
above all things, that he may never flip out of thy 
memory, the promife thou hall made me, of having 
always a particular refpedt to thy fervant Mahmut, 
ivho reverences thy Holinefs. 

Paris, 15th of the ift.ZvIooD, 
of the Year 164s. 
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LETTER XL 

To the -Redoubtable Vizir Azem.' 

Make thee an anfwer, invincible Warrior, by 

whole counfels the formidable Empire of the 

pttomam U governed under Uie grder$ gf the moft 

N « mighty 
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mighty of the Princes of the earth, and whofe arm is 
teniblc to all the potentates of the world. 1 have 
read thy letter, wherewith thou honoured the moft 
fubmilBve of thy flaves, with all humility which is 
due to thy fublime grandeur, whereunto thy merit 
has raifed thee. And, having caft myfelf at thy feet 
in fpirit, feeing I cannot really kifs them, I obey the 
orders thou fendeft me, which are to me inviolable 
laws. 

Bannierc, the Swedifli General, is dead. When 
Picolomini, one of the Generals of the Emperor's 
army, lay juft by him ; in half an hour's time he 
faved himfelf, the army, all the baggage and cannon, 
and retired with incredible fwiftn^is over mountains 
and forefts, where the beafts alone could make paf- 
fages, having continually the Emperor's army at his 
back. He was a man of great valour, had been 
bighly ferviceable to the crown of Swedeland, and 
acquired the reputation of an excellent commander. 
The Emperor had offered him fome time before 
great recompenccs, and the dignity of a Prince of 
the Empire, if he would change his matter, and for- 
fake the Confederates party. He had alfo offered, 
thinking this might more move him, to make him 
General of his army againft the Grand Signior : But 
he refufed all thefe offers, his fidelity being unmove- 
able. 

This great Captain was born in Swedeland, and 
when a child, he fell. down from a high window, 
without receiving any hurt; which made the King 
imagine Heaven defigned him for fomeihing extraor- 
<linary. He travelled much in his youth, and he 
was feen never tired in running to all places where 
there was any war ; fometimes in Poland, and other 
whiles in Mufcovia ; and being become General of 
his King's army, he foon acquired the reputation of 
one of the greatefl Captains of fhe Northern parts. 
He was perfeflly fkiiled in the art of encamping, 
and nobody could ever better draw up an army for 
battle. His way of retreat from before an army 
ftronger than his, muft needs be admired by all the , 

world. 
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tvorld. He ever chofe good polls; and whea 
once he was pofleficd of them, he knew well how ta 1 
keep them ; lb that he was never defeated, whatever 
forces his enemy might bring againft him. He has 
deftroyed fourfcore thoufand men in different ren- 
counters, and Swedeland glories in having above fix 
hundred ftandards. He was fo like King Guftavus, 
that they have been often taken for oi)e another. 
He was never covetous, but was obferved to be a 
good huftand. Among fo many occafions wherein 
l?t2 fignallzed hiiTjfelf, what he did when the Swedifh 
army was wor(ied at Norlinge, is moft remarkable ; 
. he prefcrved the reft, though wholly forfaken by the 
allies ; and (b ordered the matter, that he raifed frefh 
\ troops almoft in an inftant, and gave his party time 

and cotirage to rife up. And this is all I could learii 
©f this great Captain, whofe reputation has giveu 
thee this curiofity. 

Ahhotrgh Don Duarte de Braganza, the new 

King of rortu^al's brother, ferved with .great repu- 

! tation in the Emperor's army j yet it is faid, Hie 

• Spaniards had 'been very urgent with this Monarch, 

j - to qriake him be apprehended, as foon as ever they 

I heard the King his brother was raifed to the throne. 

I But, it is faid, the Emperor was fcandalized with 

fuch a propofition, alledging this^ would be againft 

j the rules of hofpitality. But the Emprefs's Confeflbr 

[ found fuch reafons in his divinity, as brought over 

1 the Emperor to yield he fhould be delivered into the 

Spanifh Minifter's hand», who condu£led him with 

I a very ftrong party to the caftle of Milan, whence 

I he is not like to ftir out till his brother ftiall reftore 

the crown of Portugal to Philip IV. of Spain. 

,. I {hall write what remains behind to the Kaima- 

cham, who has the honour of being thy Lieutenant j. 

that I may not tire thee, who art to be reverenced as 

the inftrument of the will of the Mafter of Lights, 

and all whofe hours are deftined to the government 

of the world. 

May it pleafe him who of nothing has created all 

. things,, that thou mayeft lay, one. day,, at the feet of 

N 3. the 
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the Grand Signfor, the crowns of all theMonarch5, 
Avho commands in the Infidels countries, and become 
thereby the Arbiter of the Univerfe. 

Paris, i8th of the ift Moon, 
of the Year 1642. 

LETTER XII. 

To the Kaimacham, at Confiantinople. 

THIS King here has mortified his parliament, 
by the advice of Cardinal Richlieu* The pajr- 
liament are bodies of learned men, who decide alt 
affnirs in the kingdom, as well civil as criminal ; and 
the parliament of Paris hr.s a larger jurifdivSion than 
?.ll others, and as confiderablc prerogatives. What 
I have to fay on this fubjet^l, has happened from the 
beginning of the laft year; and now I relate it, 
becaufe I forgot to do it when the thing happened : 
And I will inform thee, before I enter on the matter, 
what obliged heretofore the Kings of France to fet 
up this great feat of juftice. 

The ancient Kings of France gave it authority of 
approving and verifying the edias and declarations 
which they fhould make, which was a bar which 
thefe wife Prinres would fix between the people and 
the fovereign authority. Whence it appeared, that 
monarchy was mixed with ariftocracy ; without 
which the wife have thought, that ftates could not 
long fubFift. And ihe Princes of this age have fub- . 
mitJed to a tribunal re-eftablifhed by themfelves, the 
refolutions they take, to the end they may difcharge 
themfelves tov/ard God, to whom they are account- 
able, as well as other men 5 and to obtain confidence 
from their fubjefe, in taking from amongft them 
arbiters to regulate them. . Yet they have ever 
referved the liberty of making ufe of their abfolute 
power, as is feen in their letters patents, where they 
forget not to infeit thefe words [For fuch is our will 
jind pleafuicl* 

Tbefe 
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Thefe Monarchs alfo thought hereby to hav^ 
found out a way to defend themfelves from the 
importunities of the grandees, who often demanded 
fuch things which could not be granted without 
prejudice to the whole kingdom. 

The authority of the now reigning King being out 
of danger of being {liiiken or de(hoyed, this Monarch 
having his Exchequer well ftored, his valiant and 
experienced Captains, ftout foldiers, and numerous 
armies, and good fleets of' (hips at fea ; whereby he 
Avould make known to this puiflant tribunal, That 
it it had been fet up to aflift the King by its counfds 
when required, yet it muft not pretend that its 
decrees fliottld become laws to their Sovereigns. He 
went to the parliament with all the marks of gran- 
deur with which he is ufually attended on thefe days 
of ceremony, and with fuch a great company of 
Lords as made the power of this Monarch eafdy dif- 
cerned. He gave thefe gentlemen to utiderftand, be 
would have them ratify, without more ado, the 
orders he would fend them, which they term edi<fts> 
requiring them to be immediately enregiftered. He 
afterwards gave them an exprefs charge, not to con- 
cern themfelves henceforward in affairs of ftate ; and 
to humble them the more> he declared to them, That 
he would be henceforward the difpofer of graces and 
offices, and beftow recompences to fuch as deferved 
them. He added hereunto an order of giving an 
account every year to his Chancellor of their deport- 
ments, and to come and receive every year his Majef- 
ty's approbation to continue them in their ofiices* 
And, as a mark of his indignation and authority, he 
put by the prefidentand fome counfellors from their 
places. 

This bold and politick aftion was done (as T may 
fay) in themidftof dancings and divertifements, the 
more to denote the Monarch's authority ; and in th« 
time of fuch magnificent feaftings as became the 
pomp of the greateft Emperors, in the palace of the 
Cardinal for the marriage of bis niece, Mademoi- 
N 4 fdk 
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felle de Breze, with the Prince of Conde's eldeft Cort^ 

called the Duke d'Anguin ; a Prince from whom the 

world experts great things, and who all France 

believes will prove one of the famoufeft Princes in 

Chriftendom. 

The Catalonians are obftinate in their revolt ^ 
their deputies have been already feen in this court, 
to intreat a good fupply from this King ; ani it is 
not to be doubted but they will earncftly fue for his 
protei^ion ; And France has already fent trooos 
r.car thofe parts, and its fleets appear on the coafls 
to encourage this nation, and mortify the Spa- 
niards. There are a great many troops raifed 
here; and this Monarch will have, in the fpring, 
cijsht armies, commanded by Generals of great 
valour and experience, befides thefe two ficets ; fo 
that Germany, Lorrain, the Low Countries, Cata- 
lonia,' and Italy, are like to be expofed to the mife- 
ries of an impoveriftiing war. Only Germany feems 
, to me able to defend itielf. 

The vaft genius of the French Minifter aftoniibes 
all -the Princes of Europe ; he breaks all their mea- 
fures, and makes a fecret war againft them in rheir 
own courts. Nothing can efcape his vigihnt care ; 
he keeps his own fecrets fo ftri6ily, that his neareft 
friends cannot difcover them. His power and autho- 
rity are fo great, that the Princes of the* Blood are 
nothing in comparifon of him ; and his fame makes 
him as much refpec^ed abroad as at home. 

His friends affirm, he is ignorant of nothing which 
is projected in Europe. England is the place which 
he has lafl attacked, its civil wars owing their ori- 
ginal to his defigns. 

1 pray Heaven favour thy jufl: pretenfions, and 
>very day increafe thy heroick virtues. 

Parit, X5thofthezftMoon, 
of the Year 164%, 



] 



\ 



A SPY AT PARIS'. «7J 

LETTER XIII. 

TTo the mod Excellent and mod Venerable 
Mufti, Sovereign Prelate of the Holy Reli- 
gion of the Faithful Muflulmen. 

HE of whom I wrote Co many particulars, fome 
moons ago, to obey, as 1 ought, the exprefs 
eommand thou laideft upon me, not only is ftill liv- 
ing, but is more abfolufe than ever, in what concerns 
bis minirtry. Yet is it'falfe that this Cardinal, find- 
rng nothing mord (as thou wrireft to me, it is talked 
of in Conftantinople) to fatisfy his ambition (which 
puts him ffill upon defirin^ fomething farther ; 
being become the abfolure mafter of what depends ori' 
the kingdom of Lewis XIII.) had defigns of making 
himfelf abfolute mafter of what concerns religion. 
But he was too knowing a man, to defign the being 
the Superior General of all the Fi-ench Dervifes ; a^ 
thing which neither the King of France, nor the- 
Pope, would permit. I rather think, this Minifter's 
d -lign has been* to Aibjed all the Chriftian Princes to^ 
his mafter's interefts. 

The Ottoman Empire would have fome reafon ta^ 
be afraid, were all the Roman prelates wife enough 
to chufe this man for their Pope. We fliould fee in 
a fliort time all Afia agitated, by his intrigues, againft 
the followers of the great Mahomet : and thofe that 
follow AH, would not enjoy a much greater fecu- 
rity. Thou knoweft that the greateft' marks whirfi> 
the Popes can give of their piety, during their Pontifi- 
cate, are to ftir up wars, and make leagues againft us 
to overthrow our Empire. Think then what this 
great man would do, were he the head of theChrif- 
tian$,with thofe abilities, and great indulgence which 
he every where keeps ; feeing, that being only a fub- 
je£t and minifter»of one Prince, he fo governs him- 
felf, that there is* no nation, how far focver diftant, 
but holds its eyes open on his conduft : And a Pope 
being always chofen from amongft the Cardinals, and 
N: 5 the 
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the Pope now reigning being very old, it may fcap— ^ 
pen that this dangerous man (hall be chofen. 

Thou then, whofe pure life makes us believe thou 
art a Saint, pray the Great God to hinder fuch an 
event, which will, without queftion, difturb the 
empire of him whom he has chofen to humble all 
oiher Potentjftes, and {hew on earth the greatnefs of" 
his power ; and rather than fuch a misfortune flioiild 
befall us, pray him that has created all things, that: 
this man's eyes be opened to know and embrace the 
true faith : For, it were better Tif I may fo fay with- 
out difpleafing thee) that this Cardrnal (hould. be a 
bad Mufti at Conftantinople, than a good Pope at 
Rome, at the head of all the Nazarenes, 

It is faid, that a foreign King confulted this oracle; 
(Tor he is held in as great veneration as if he was one) 
what condufl: he ftiould hold to live fecurely : And 
it is faid; the Cardinal made this anfwer : ' That 

* Kings fliould* live in fear, and then they would 

* live in fafety ; rt being certain they would receive 

* no poifon from the hands of thofe who do not 

* prefent them their driuk, no more than they can 
. * receive wounds from thofe whom they keep at a 

* great diftance from them. Thofe who will net 

* flatter them, will not deceive t^em ; and where 

* they fhall think themfelves in greateft fafety, that 

* will always be th€ place of greateft danger.' 

I am perfuaded, grave and wife Prelate, thou wilt 
approve of the anfwer of this minifter. Julius Ciefar 
lived in th€ midft of combats> but died in the pfiidft 
of the fen ate. 

Next, after God, it is before thee, great miniflcr 
of Heaven, that I humble myfelf, intrcating thee to- 
receive gracioufly the profound refpe£ls of thy fiave 
Mahmut. 

pjris, ajtb ©f the ad Mooo,, 
of the Year 164^. 
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LETTER XIV. 

To his Mather Oucomiche, at Conftami* 
nople. 

IX may be faid, I have efcaped from a mortal fick- 
nefs, and remain in life, only to hear the com- 
plaints of my friends^ who recite to me their misfor- 
tunes ; and of my kindred^ who entertain me witl* 
the loffes they have fuftained. Thou addeft, my dear 
mother, a new torment to the pains I already lufFer^ 
by (bedding fo many fruitlefs tears. Oh ! how cruel 
is my country, that gives fo many occafions of aiHi<:- 
tion tothofetawhomflie has given their birth ! Thoi* 
haft loft the greateft p.art of thine eftate in the fire of 
Conftantinople, and death has deprived thee of thy 
fecond hufband. I was but a child when my father 
died, fo that I could not then judge of thy grief;, 
neither was I fenfible of riiy own lofs^ Now that I 
am a man, I enter into thy fentiments, I fhare in thy 
grief, and do all 1 can to comfort thee. 

Thou haft loft thy firft and fecond hufband, and. 
thou haft reafon to aftli<£i: thyfelf. If the firft was art 
honeft man, it is certain the other loved thee ex- 
tremely ; and the charms of thy countenance hav^ 
not a little ferved thee to acquire the afFeciion of 
thefe two huftwnds, which thou .kneweft -how t^ ^ 
keep by thy complacencies and blind obedience to 
their wills ; and by fuch a prudent carriage,~as, one 
m-ay fay, thou wouldft force them to love tliee, hadft ' 
thou not done it by the charms of thy beauty. 

But v/hat fhall we do in this thy extreme afHidlion, - 
and in the troublefome condition I am for the grief 
thou endurert, which mingles my ink with my tears ? 
Yet we muft endeavour to be comforted with a firms 
refolution not to afBidl ourfelves but at the lofs of fuch 
things which.will never be in our power to recover. 
Thou at the lofs of the reputation which thou haft- 
acquired of a virtuous woman ; and I, at that of an 
boneft man. 

When my father died, it was not all the phila- 
Ibphy nor eloq;Uence of the Greeks which could ' 
N 6 comfort 
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comfort^ thee; thy affii£tion was ftrongcr than alF 
their reafons ; and when thefe officious comforrers 
hzd forfaken thee, thou foughteftcafc to thy troublo 
in a new fpoufe. Him now thou haft loft, but noi^r- 
thou art ftill ki a condition from hindering this lofs 
from being irreparable. Thy virtue has never beex^^ 
queftioned, ana. thou art not as yet fo old, but thou 
mayeft think of another hufband. Seek a third^. 
which may make thee forget thy fbrrow for the- 
fecond. And if thou findeft him not immediately, or 
if thou had fome trouble in feeking a like comfort to- 
thy affliSion, receive in this letter the tears of another 
mother, which will fhew thee there is a woman of a far 
higher condition, that is more afflided than thou art- 

raris is ftill full of the cries and fighs which come- 
from a Prjncefs of the firft rank. She has now loft a- 
great Prince, herfon, who is flain in a battle whidi 
he had ^on by a foong army, of which he was Gcne-^ 
ral. Read in my letter the lively and tender expref* 
fions of the grief of this illuftrious mother, which- 
draw5 compaflion from his enemies, who are forced 
by the rules of civility to make her vifits. Thus 
does (he fpeak every day and hour to perfons wh^ 
come to vifit her ; and when, there is nobody, flie 
thus fpeaks to herfelf. 

This unfortunate woman is not a moment without 
fighing ; and one would think by her language, (be 
intenaed to recall the foul which has quitted the 
body of her fon, the unhappy Count of Soifibns :. 

* Poor Count, a fon fo tenderly loved, and fo greatly 

* dcferving it, where is thy body now to be foui)d, 

* dyed in blood, and in that of thy enemies ?* What 

* victory ? Where arc thofe glorious marks, that 
? fhould give me fo |reat joy^ and which give me 

* fuch caufe of defpair ? Why did I bring thee fortb. 

* into the worW, unfortunate fon, if I muft fo foon 

* lofe thee? Miferable mother ! unhappy fon I How 

* art thou conaueror, when I fee no other trophy of 

* thy viflory than thy death ? I hear from ail parts, 

* that the Count is viftorious, and yet I hear every 

* where that.his enemies rejoice. I fee, dear ion, all 
^ thy doroeftick.s tha; followed thee, return without 

* wounds^ 
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* i^eoands, and yet I do not fee their roafter. Non^ 
^ of ihem can teli mc where he is, and in whar|>lace 

* their General lies, who fought with fo great valoirr^ 

* and fuccefs to his party. But, they are all agreed^ 

* the battle was won^that my fon is-a conqueror, and 

* that he has loft his life. Unfortunate fight, whiciv 

* has made equally bewailed, the death of the vi6lo- 

* rious General by his mother, and the defeat by ther 

* vanq«ifhcd 1 Would to God thou hadft been van- 
^ quifbed^ thou nrighteft have lived ! I Ihould not 
^ have been in this condition of following thee. It 
^ would* have been no fhame to have been, defeated, 
^ it 'would have been only a misfortune, which would 

* have been common to thee with Pompey and Han- 
> nibal, to whom antiquity had nothing to impute,. 

* but their ill fortune. A fincere reconciliation, a 

* pardon, or a peace, might make all that is paft for-^ 
^ eotten. A voluntary exile might have appeafed the 
^ King's anger, and perhaps diiarmed the Cardinal ; 

* my fon might have lived, France would not have 
^ been tnciubTed, a mother would not have been at 
' this day comfortlefe, and the Count'^ enemies 

* would not have rejoiced at his lofe. But, to my 

* firieG nothing of this has happened. Alas \ the 
^ ftay of an illuftf'ious family is dead : Unhappy 

* mother, how arc all thy hopes vaniiftied ? But, 

* good God, hoyr was this my dear fon taken out of 
^ the world r I know but too well that his enemies 
' laid continual fiiares fbr him. Methinks I fee my 

* fonfs murderers give him the deadly ftroke in the 

* heat of the fight, and in the inftant he was going to 

* enjoy his vidory. Ah ! my dear fon ! Ah ! unfor- 
*- tunate mother ! Why did I not breathe out my lafl: 

* on the dead body of this fon, fo worthy the efteem 

* of all the world, and whom I fo dearly loved f Why 
' 'didflinot thou» too powerful minifter, give me the 

* mortal blow, rather than let me fee fo fad a tra* 

* gedy ? Do yoii kill me that hear me ; or thou, my 
' fon, give me thy hand, to defcend into the grave 
^ where thou art to be buried. 

* But my rcafon fails me ; I mufl, for my fon's 
^ honour* ilifle tfaefe motions of weaknefs : It is 

* true. 
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true^-he lives nolongef ; but he died in the bed o^ 
honour, with his fword in his hand ; he died full 
of glory ; he died vidorious ; and even in dying, 
vanquilhed his enemies. 

' Let usceafe from (hedding tears. But what do I 
fay ? He died affafiinated,a viftim facrificed to the 
vengeance of his enemies, by the blacked treafon, 
it is clear. And yet I would live: No, I mirft 
die ; let us imitate the greatnefs and courage of 
thofe illuftrious women, who threw them felves on 
the pile whereon their hufbands were burned : My 
Ton is more dear to me ; let us then die, and weep 
no more : Thefe tears are fruitlefs, but let us live, 
feeing heaven ordains it, and let us live to die every 
day : I fhall have ever prefent before my eyes the 
death of my fon ; I (hall fee every day his bloody 
body ; I (hall continually remember his refped, his 
tendernefs for me, and I fhall never forget the ten- 
der and violent pailion which I had for this fon, 
for whom alone I lived : But at leaft, cruel Car- 
dinal, reftore me his dead body. Thou haft thy 
revenge, he is no longer alive ; give this fad con(b- 
lation to adefolate mother ; perhaps this fight will 
work the effe<ft thou defireft, cruel wretch as thou 
prt ! it will unite my foal to that of my fon.' 
Dear mother, if thou canft not comfort thyfelf by 
fo great an example of misfortune as this Princefs, it 
will be hard for thy fon to f*y any thing which can 
diminlfti thy grief. Imitate this illuftrious woman, 
who having fuffered whatever forrow and defpair can. 
do to a mother who loves vehemently^ and wirh 
reafon, fufFers hcrfelf to be perfuaded not to give «i . 
entire viftory to her enemies, who triumph ftill over 
her fon, by the grief which they fee bis death has 
caufed. She has been ruled by the advice of her 
friends, and received great comfort from a letter fent 
her by the King, written with his own hands : 
Coufm, * The grief which you fliew ;it your late 

* lofs obliges me to teftify the fliare which 1 have in- 

* it, and the difpleafure I conceive at the fault of 

* him which has caufed it. And though I ought not 

* to be foiry, by reafoa of the conjundure wherefti 
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• ithasbappened,yetImufthearti]ycondolewithyou, 

* and contribute what I am able to your condition/ 

I can fay nothing more to thee, my moft ho- 
noured mother, un^lefs it be, that thou ftalt always 
have in me a moft obedient Ton ; and if thou talceft 
a third hufband, thou wilt be perhaps lefs unfortu- 
nate ; but pleafe thyfelf. 

The Great God, who has cretted all things, and 
provides for their neceflities by his infinite goodnefs, 
comfort and fill thee with his blcffings. 

Paris, ajth of the id Moon» 
gf the Year 164a. 



LETTER XV. 

To the Grand -Signior's Treafurcr. 

THE Prieft which played the Tarfjaulin, whont 
the French call the Archbiflbop of Bourdeaux, 
of whom I believe I have given thee fome account 
the loth Moon of the year 1637, has loft the credit 
which he had with the King, and is at prefent dif* 
graced. The opinion of his valour at court is much ' 
leflened, by his not hindering with the fleet he com- 
manded, the Spaniards from putting fuccours into 
Tarragone, a famous fea-port near Barcelona. They 
loft the laft year twelve galUes ir> fight againft the 
French naval forces ; but having fitted a mightier 
fleet, they have put into this place the fuccours th^y 
intended. The Archbifhop could not or would not 
hinder them, which will be the caufe that this place 
will not come fo foon under the power of the French. 

It is faid, that this Prelate was baniihed France^ 
and was retiied into a city fituated on the Rhofne^ 
named Avignon, and belongs to the Roman Prelate. 

It being a thing very ufual to run down the un- 
fortunate, all the world blames this Prelate, having 
not alv/ays met with equal fuccefs on the fea in the 
employs he fought, and which did not at all agree 

with 
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with his fun^ioD of A'chbifliop ; which he mi^fae 
have performed with applaufe, in imitating his pre- 
dcceSofy who was his brother, the Cardinal de 
Sourdis ; and who had leftiiira a diocefe well regu — 
lated, rich, furnifhed with great ftore of churches 
well ferved, paftors of great piety and learn ing^^ 
whom this man had procured and fettled in h:s 
diocefe with great cane ; which made his death ex— 
tremely lamented. 

The Catalonians are ?t length become this King's 
itibje£ls ; they maintain their revolt with the French- 
forces, and ftrengthen themfelves after the example- 
of the Portugueie. They fight with fuch courage^, 
that they come off continually conquerors : But I 
(hall make no relation of their fights, not of the- 
blood which is fpilt on either fide, which are mat- 
ters I do not care to treat of. 

God give thee a continual tranquillity of mind, 
make thee in love with peace, and preicrve in th^Cy 
that vigUant fpir'u, fo necefiary for the keeping ther 
treafure entrufted to thee. 

Paris, 25th of the «d Mooa, 
of the Year 164a. 



LETTER XVL 

To the Kaimacham. 

THE Ciardinai favourite of France has fuch Ibng^, 
hands, that he makes a feizure in thofe places^ 
which are not fubjed to his jurifdiSion ; and when 
he has made them, he keeps them without any 
thoughts of reftoring them. There is no proba- 
bility at prefent that this bold politician will lay 
hands on what belongs to the Grand Signior : How- 
ever, I have fome reafon to write this. 

There has been carried fome days fince, an illuf- 
trious prifoner into the caftle of the wood of Vin- 
cennei) and thou {halt hear this i>ew way of appre- 
hending: 
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•Ixencling a great man in another's houfe, and in the 
court of a foreign Sovereign, who is abfolute in his 
own eftates. This prifoTier was apprehended in the 
midft of the fineft ladies in the court of Turin, at 
a magnificent ball which the Dutchefs Regent of this 
eftate gave in her palace. It was this Phncefs whom 
I mentioned to thee, who was a widow to Vidor 
Amadaeus, Duke of Savoy 5 and fifter to the King, 
which now fo happily reigns over the French. 

The Dutchefs, who had a. particular confidera- 
tion for this prifoner, could not behold this exploit 
of the Cardinal's without extreme vexation. His 
name is, if I be not niiftaken. Count Philip de 
Aglie ; a perfon of gfeat quality, and whofe excel- 
lent parts and courage do yet render him more illuf- 
trious than his birth. 

It is not yet known why the Cardinal undertook 
fuch ai bold ftroke, though it is laid the Council of 
France has had great reafons to fecure the perfon of 
this favouxite. The chief mocive they fay was, that 
he was carrying on forpe defigns againft the interefts. 
of this crown with the Cardinal of Savoy, whom 
it is thought he would have inarricd to the widow 
of Amadaeus his brother. 

Richlieu attempted not to carry ofF Count Philip 
till having made feveral trials to remove him from- 
the court of Turin, under the pretence of fome 
embaffy to which he would never confent j fo that 
his obftinacy coft him his liberty. 

The Dutchefs greatly complains and reproaches . 
the King her brother with the violation of the right 
of nations and fovereignty ; but only her own court 
are fenfible of thefe complaints, they being not 
heard in that of France ; and her Ambafiador has 
been feen there in a fuppliant pofture, humbly beg- 
ging for the Count's liberty ; or that he might be 
lent on an embafly to Rome ; or at leaftwife, that 
in leaving the caftle of Vincennes, he might be im* 
prifoned fomewhere in Paris. 

The Cardinal anfwered the fupplications of the 
AmbaiTador of Savoy, That the King his mailer did 

not 
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not apprehend Philip and bring him into Francey 
but out of regard to the interefts of his fifter of 
Savoy ; and that {be might be ailUred that for her 
f.ike he fliould be well ufed. 

Thou mayeft fee by this anfwer a great haughti- 
ncfs, and frivolous reafonings, \vhich fufficiently de- 
note, that this great Miniftcr does not love to be 
contradicted or oppofed in the rcfclution he takes ; 
and if an account of what is done in the world muil 
be given to any one man alone, he would take it 
very ill if it were to any body but himfelf. 

I ftiall not fail to fond thee the books thou re- 
quired, and inform thee the bed Ian of thi2 falfe 
or true Don Sebaftian, King of Portugal, whosn 
his fubjedls do believe to be ft ill alive, when I hav€ 
made fufficient enquiries into the truth of tl>e 
matter, I kifs with a profound humility the hem of 
thy rich veft, on which I faften the lips of a re* 
fpedlful and obedient flave* 

Paris, ftift of the 3d Mooo> 
of the Year 1642. 



LETTER XVIL 
To the Rcis Effendi, Secretary of the Empire" 

THERE was found laft night a man dead in the 
ftreets of Paris, who feems not to be above 
thirty years old ; he is a Spaniard, and had about 
him a letter or memoir, which it feems he had written 
to fome confident at Madrid, in thefe terms. 

* Cardinal Richlieu told me he did not know the 

* hand nor fignature of Count Olivarez's Secretary ; 

* and that when he fliould fill up his figned blank, 

* which I prefented him, and let fall the pretended 

* letter of the Secretary into the King of Spain's 

* hands, he faw not what advantage could refult 

* hence to the King of France his matter. lam 

* very willing, added he, that the King of Spain 

' fbould 
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* fiiould fufpedl the Count or Secretary of infidelity, 
' and of having fome commerce with me; but it 
^ would not be advantageous to us he fhould be 

* plainly convinced of it, feeing the greateft hap- 

* pinefs France could have is, that Count Olivarez's 

* Miniftry fliould be perpetual ; for being the moft 

* unhappy of all the favourites that have ever been 
' In the place he poffefles, all good Frenchmen are 

* obliged to pray to God to give him a long life, 

* and to continue him ever in the King his mafter's 

* favour, to perpetuate by his counfeis the difgraccs 

* of Spain.' 

He purfued his point of raillery in this'manner : 
* Of a Duke of Braganza, Olivarez has made a 

* King of Portugal ; of a King of France, a Count 

* of Barcelona 3 of a Sovereign Duke of Lorrain> 

* a Vafl'al ; of a Prince Cardinal, a Knight Er- 
*. rant ; of a Lord of Monacho, a Duke and Peer 

* of France ; and in fine, of Philip IV. King of 
^ Spain, he has made a Count Duke de Olivarez/ 

This is all I could get from fo great and illuftrious 
a Genius. 

The juft God, who has fent us his Prophet, ever 
direct thy a<^ions, that thou mayejd enjoy an happy 
eternity, and give tliee opportunities of doing good. 

Paris, %4^h of the 4th Mood, 
of the Year 1642. 



LETTER XVin. 

To William Vofpel, a Chriftian of Auftria. 

GOD be praifed, thy Patriarch EUas, and his 
companion ; forafmuch as I fee thou art a 
Saint^ and content in the religion of the barefooted 
Friars, which thou haft embraced. Thou ftirreft 
me up to do good, and cncourageft me to fufFer, and 
become ferious enough to renounce the pleafures of 
the world, feeing thou traccft me a way fo ncceflaty 

t© 
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to walk in, in order to arrive at heaven. I did not 
believe, indeed I confefs it, thou wert endued with 
that conftancy, and was afraid thou wouldft change i 
btit feeing thou haft the courage of keeping thy re- 
folution, 9nd ^enduring all the incommodioufnefs 
which is to be met with in that kind of life which 
thou haft embraced ; I am forty for my fufpicions,^ 
and profefs 1 have all due efteem for thee. I love 
thee as much as one honeft man ought to love ano- 
ther, who having found out the true God, has run 
impetuoufly after it ; and who has paft immediately 
from a foft and voluptuous life, to the fcveritics of 
an auftcre religion, in fearch of an afffcired port^ 
which is more ufually fouad in fufFerings and mace- 
rations, than in delights and plealures. There rs 
one thing, amongft others, which extremely pleafe* 
me in the Order thou haft entered ; all things are 
in common amongft you ; one key 'opens an hun •- 
drcd doofb* ; you haveno meum ^ tuum ; all clad in. 
the fanie fafliion, all go barefooted -, you eat at the 
fame table, and nobody has better or werfe fere than 
another. In fine, your prayers are the fame, and 
To are your vows of poverty. 

®«t prithee tell me, what would a thief have 
found, in thy cell, whom I few yefterday hanged 
with a key about his neck ? He had the dexterity of 
opening with his key all forts of locks, and has 
done a thoufand roguifli exploits, which have at 
lengrb brought him to the gallows. He told the 
people, he died a moft happy man, as having prac- 
tifed with great fuccefs an art inferior to none : 
That the only crime he thought he had been guilty 
of for thefe thirty years, was his committing but 
imall thefts i that had he found the doors always 
open he had never entered into any houfe y and ex- 
horted magiftrates to chaftife only thofe whofuffered 
themTelves to be robbed. 

Spanifh authors have written, there is no law 
which allots penalties to thofe that rob with pru- 
dence and ingenuity. Thus call they thofe wha 
fteal wherewithal to appeafe the envious, who woirld 

accufe 
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accufe them, the witnefles which might fcrvcL to 
convift them, and the magiftrates by whom they 
are to be judged ; (6 that the thief that fliall have 
ftolen for himfelf, and for all others L now menti- 
oned, fhall be ever fent away abfol ved j which makes 
me think that a thief is of the nature of women, 
for both one and the other feem only this day to be 
neceflary evils, juft as keys feem only good now-a-* 
days to prcferve what may be ftolen, and not to 
hinder it from being fo. ^ 

How many things has the injuftlce of fome people 
authorized for the.fafeguard of a town ? It is not 
enough to have a ftrong garrifon of foldiers ; three 
elements are not fulficjent to defend it againft a 
greater power that would opprefs it. The earth ia 
raifed to make thereof trenches ; the deepeft ditches 
are dried up, whatever quantity of water may be in 
them ; and fire is inclofed in cannons, the effei^s of 

' which are terrible. If thou furveyeft Italy, thou 
wilt find in feveral towns, palaces which have more 

' gates than Thebes had heretofore ; and if thou 
counteft the keys which ferve to open them, thou 
wilt find the iron they are made of to coft more than 
the door^ themfelves. 

Men are not contented to ufe thefe keys according 
to the common ufe they feem tobedefigned forj their 
ambition makes them ferve for marks of honour in 

' feveral Princes courts, where they be recompences 
for fervices, for virtue and valour. The golden 
key in Spain, which the great Lords wear, denotes, 
that they know how to open the gate of favour. 
And it is the fame in Germany, and efpecially in 
the Emperor's court. 

Happy was ancient Rome, whofe citizens were fo 
wife, that being advifed to turn the front of their 
houfes on that fide where they could not be ob- 
ferved by their neighbours, they anfvvered the ar- 
chitecSl, * We rather defire our houfes may be over- * 

* looked into, becaufe we do nothing wherein we 

* fear a furprize.' Whereas modern Rome, on the 
contrary, may be termed unhappy, wherein there 

are 
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are not enough gates, and porters of them, to corta 
ccal what is done in the moft retired places of theif 
palaces. 

It IS in this city, where luxury grew to that 
height under the firft Emperors, that all mens ftu- 
dres were to find out new pleafures. 

But I muft end this difcourfe of keys, of doors^ 
and doorkeepers ; I mufl not expeft to reform the 
world, nor would I weary thy patience. Pardon 
me my paffing from the cell to the ftory of- the thief 
whom I faw executed, and from the thief to a dif- 
courfe of keys, and other things with which I have 
entertained thee. I was fo full of it that I could not 
forbear the difcourfe, ho more than I can now to 
fpeak of the fubtilty of the Spaniards, who have 
vaunted of the worth of their Efcurial by the great 
number of the keys which belong to it ; like that 
foolilh Emperor, who valued the greatnefs of Rome 
by the gj^eat weight of fpiders webs which were 
there. The Spaniards affirm, there are fo many 
doors to this ftately edifice, that the keys which 
ferve to open them weigh above ten thoufand 
weight. 

But it is time to end this tirefotrie letter. Let me 
then counfel thee to watch over thy confcience as 
the Parifians do over their (hops, to prevent vio- 
lences. Here are fo many great and fmall thieves, 
th^t fliould they be punifhed as they were chafti fed 
in Syria, where the fame puniQiment is impofed oil 
him that is robbedf as he that robs, this great town 
would be foon unpeopled, or become a prifon td 
an infinite number of people who wo,uId be found 
faulty. 

May it pleafe the Great God v/ho fliould be adored 
by all creatures, to incline thee. Great Prelate f after 
thou art delivered from the burden of the flefti) to 
place thee among the number of thofe for whom 
the church has a pious veneration, and refpe6l thy 
aihes in fuch a manner as I hop6 thy holy and ex* 
^mplary life will deferve. 

Paris, 44th of the 4th Moon* 
of the Year 2 644* 
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LETTER XIX. 
To the Venerable Mufti. 

THOU wilt not think me troublefome, if thoU 
remembereft t\)e order thou haft given me j 
and I ought rather to hazard the tiring of thee by 
frequent letters, than be accufed of negleft for not 
•obeying thee. Obedience muft needs be ^reeablc 
where the command is made with wifdom. Wheii 
I write to the Grand Vizir, it is in trembling ; and 
if I write to the Kaimacham, I am not without 
hope ; and I fend no letter to the other Baflas with^ 
out inquietude and great trouble. As to what con* 
<:erns my friends, I divert myfelf in writing to them* 
But when it is to thee I write, I may fay, it is that 
I may hope, live, and obtain in the other world that 
happy ftate fpoken of by oiir holy Prophet, that life 
which is to be the recompence of all thofe who fhall 
perform good adtions whilft they dwell among men. 
Cardinal Richlieu would willingly be abfolute in 
matters of religion, as thou art, he would alfo be 
thought a Saint, but he knows not how to be one ; 
and indeed he would be every thing. However, he 
does abundance of things which thou doft not, and 
pretends to be above thee, becaufe he doe^not live 
as thou doft. This man, whofe head is full of the 
aftairs of the world, concerns himfelf in whatever 
pufTcs in Europe ; one only employ cannot fatisfy 
him J he is not contented with being the favourite 
of a great King, under v/hofe authority he governs 
all things : Some time ago it was reported he wo^ild 
make himfelf a Patriarch, He afpires extreme high, 
undertakes the moft difEcult matters, and takes a 
fiiTgular pleafure of making ufe of extraordinary 
means for the execution of his projects, that pofte- 
rity and hiftorians may write, that being come into 
the world with a fmall fortune, he died rich; and 
being born in the conditiorv of a private man, he 
lived in the ftate of a great Prince : Obferve (Ve- 
nerable 
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jicfable Prince of that religion, which can alone be 
approved of by him who drew the world out of no- 
tlnng) two remarkable ftrokes of this French Tibe- 
rius, which I have learned but lately. 

The Cardinal fent to Madrid incognito a General 
of certain Dervifes, man of a fit genius, to fecond 
his own, of a piercing and fubtle wit, and very un- 
<Jerftanding in fecular affairs j after having given 
him exprels order, that as foon as ever he ihould be 
in Spain he (hould do fuch and fuch a thing, and 
that at his return into France he Ihould remit into 
his hands alone the memoirs of what he had tranf- 
acSed. This Monk fucceedcd very well in the em- 
ploy he undertook, but in his return the Cardinal 
fent an exprefs command to him, to deliver before 
he entered into France, all his papers into the hands 
of a gentleman who brought him his letter. The 
Dervi(e obeyed, but he was difgraced, and the Car- 
dinal maintained it was a crime to obey on this oc- 
cafion ; for having once received an order to entruft 
nobody with thefe papers but himfelf, he could not 
be excofed for delivering them to others ; and for 
this reafon he forbad him to fet foot within the 
kingdom. This poor Religious died fome time 
after, defperate at his ufage ; and perhaps this is 
the firft time a man has been puniflied for too punc- 
tual obedience. 

It is not many Moons fince there came poft a 
perfon of quality from Italy, who brought confi- 
derable news to the Cardinal. It is impoflible for 
me to exprefs the carefTes this favourite made him. 
And to denote his joy, he immediately prefented 
him with a nice diamond, and made him hope for 
ftill greater recompence ; yet this fame perfon that 
had brought this fo good news was carried to the 
Ba.ftile as foon as he came out of the Cardinal's 
clofet, where he remained for fome Moons without 
feeing any body; fo that he imagined himfelf all 
that while in a dream ; but at length his prifon doors 
were fet open, and the Cardinal would fee him, and 

made 
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made him be given as many hundred crowns as he 
had paft oyerdays in his folitude. He accompanied 
this prefenc he made him with all the civilities ima* 
finable, and (aid thefe words to him. ^ Thou art 
^ not to blame, and yet I could not but puniih thee 
^ for my fault, when I made thee enter into my 
^ clofet as foon as thou cameft from Italy to bring 
^ tpe ib advantageous news. The great deflre I had 
5 to know the particulars of the bufinefs, made me 

* forget to take off from my table a writing of great 

* importance, which thou mighteft have read entire ; 
^ which contained the tevolt of Catalonia, the de- 

* mands of this Province, and the intrigues of 

* France, which caufed this infurredion : And the 

* knowledge of fo important a myftery might make 

* my Prince lofe the acquifition cf fo rich a Province ; 

* fo that I could not imagine a more fafe and fpeedy 

* remedy than to Ihut thee up in a place where it 

* was impoffiblefor thee to make any ufe of the no- 

* ticcs thou didft get by my imprudence. But things 
' being at prefent in fuch a condition, wherein it is 

* impoirible France fliould receive any prejudice, I 

* reuore thee thy liberty, and intreat theexo forget 

* the feverity which reafons of ftate have put me 

* upon. Receive from my hands the prefent which 

* the King my mefter makes thee ; and be pleafed to 
^ reckon me amongft the number of thy particular 

* friends.' 

I proftrate myfelf again at thy feet, holy prelate, 
intreating thy bcnedidtion, and that thou wilt look 
on me as one of thy mod obedient children, having 
iuch a rcfpect to thy holinefs as is due to the greateft 
minifter of heaven, that ever interpreted the holy 
Alcoran in the Empire of the Faithful. 

I alfo intreat thy prayers, that God, having regard 
to the fupplications which thou ftialt offer him, 
would give me the grace to live honefily, and ferve 
the Sultan faithfully^ and that I may dieii^ the reli« 
gion of my fathers. 

Paris, Mth of the 4th Moon, 
of th& Ysar ^d4i* 
. Vol. I. O 
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LETTER XX. 
To the Kaimacham. 

THE books of the Arabian, Geber» are not to 
.be found in that language which thou defireft 
them in ; I have fought for them, I believe, in about 
two hundred bookfellers (hops, and there is no one 
of them knows they were ever tranflated into die 
tongue in which thou wouldeft have thenru 

It is now fome time firice thefe books have been 
common in France j and there are feveral perfons 
who apply themfelves to Dr. Geber's fcience ; but 
there is no tranflation of them into any of the com- 
mon languages of Europe. When I enquired for 
this book, the bookfellers afked me feveral different 
queflions, and efpecially. Whether I fought for re- 
ceipts to prolong life : oome there were who afked 
me grinning. Whether my deiign was to, fix fome 
volatile deity ? And others anfwered the queftion^ f 
made them on the book of the learned Geber, only 
by a filence, accompanied with fome fmiles ; and at 
the fame time putting iitto my hands a book, faying 
unto me, * Here's what you look for, this rs what 
* you want, Monfieur Abbot :' And this book 
treated of impoifible things 5 of the quadrature of 
the circle in geometry ; of the philofophers ftone In 
chemiftry ; of the perfeftion of the orator in rhe- 
toric ; of a republick, fuch a one as Plato would 
have, in his politicks ; and pf the perpetual motion 
in the mathematicks. 

I did not feem to be much moved at thefe mer- 
chants dealings with n\s ; but I found a very honeil 
Capucjiin, who put me in hopes of recovering the 
Geber thou feekeft ; for he affured me be faw it in 
Chaldee, or in the Egyptian language, in a learned 
man's library, without giving me any encourage- 
ment to think it may be purchafed, becaufe he that 
that poflefles it is not needy of money. . 

Thou wilt not, perhaps, be difpleafed to know 
what this religious told me concerning chemiftry ; 

and 
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and he appeared to me not only to have learning, but 
experience. He aflured me^ the^-e were in Paris alone 
ieveral thoufands of men that applied themfelvetf to 
this exercife ; and that there were above four thou- 
fand authors who treat of this fcience : That King 
Geber was the moft knowing and cleareft in his ex- 
preiiions ; and yet there are none but fuch as are 
real philofophers, and wholly bent to the ftudy of 
Nature, that can eafily underftand him. Whereunt6 
he added. There were feveral people who laboured 
with great patience, but few with thofe qualifications 
which are ncceffary to find fuccefs ; he affirmed^ 
That fpcculative knowledge is fruitlefs ; that one 
muft have a long praftice, and continual exercife ; 
that mod people labour to no purpofe, becaufe they 
do not take Nature for their guide* no more than the 
operations (he makes in minerals ; becaufe, according 
to Geber, the principles of the art fliould be thole 
of Nature itfelf ; and that it is only in metals we can 
find metals ^ and that it is, in nne, by metals we can 
fucceed in the making of perfedl metals. 

This good Dervife maintained, that the true way 
to proceed to the perfection of this great work,,con- 
(ifts in the union of the mineral Ipirits purified by 
art, with the perfedl metallick bodies, having firit 
volatilized them, and then fixed them, in conferving 
all the radical humidity, and in augmenting the na- 
tural heat, by a difcreet concotftion of the compoii- 
tion, which comes by this marvellous ferment, 
which makes all this mafs boil, and puts it into a 
fermentation : So that this marvellous compofition, 
infinuating itfelf by penetration into the moft fubtle 
. parts of the melted metal, by the external fire, and 
radically cliffolving it, it ripsns it, and purges it 
from whatever is not of the ciTence of gold and of 
mercury, till the whole be driven out to an entire 
perfe£tion ; which made the mafter of mafters, the 
learned Geber, fay. That this perfeft elixir being 
the pure fubftance of metals, it feeks in the melted 
metals that which is of the fame nature with itfelf, 
and perfeds it, 

O 2 Now, 
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Now, as it is impoffible for the artift to produce 
anv thing that is new according to hl^ fancy, but 
only to join or feparate what Nature has produced, 
Raymund Lully would have us underftan?), that the 
body in this art is the metallick being, in which lies 
the mineral fpirit, becaufe the metals are nothing 
clfe but this fpirit, of which confifts the Philofophers 
Stone 5 and this fpirit is properly the virtue ot mi- 
nerals, in which is contained the (bring of metals. 
But the famous Geber has plainly (hewed, that this 
ftone is wholly created and formed by Nature, to 
which the artift neither adds, nor diminifhes any 
thing, but only makes it change its place by his pre- 
paration, which in every other refpecSl is ufclefs. 

This Friar affirms, this mineral body, entirely 
fpirituous as it is, has yet four forts of fuperfluities, 
of which it muft be purged by the hand of the artill, 
viz. a great humidity, the earth which is found 
therein, the ordinary fulphur which burns, and the 
fait which is corrofive ; and it muft be purified by 
calcination, diiTolution, fublimation, and fixation, 
that there may alone remain the radical huinidity, 
fixed and permanent; which being afterwards united 
in an indilToluble manner to the perfeft body, com- 
pofes this iiKomparable body, which is fo much 
fought, and fo feldom found, and which is an hot 
Elixir, powerful to ripen, gnd purify all imperfe£k 
metals, and convert them into gold or filv^r. 

There is afterwards given an adlivity to the gold, 
in refining it by new degrees of fire, added to that 
which it already had. 

Thus far went our converfation, when an old 
woman came unhappily upon us, and bereaved me 
of the fatisfafl:ion of learning of this Religious fon^ 
important fecret which he feemed inclinable to inr 
truft me with. This indifcreet and impertinent wo- 
man, ufing the liberty ordinary with the people of 
this country, cruelly interrupted our converfation ; 
and I remained ftruck, as it weit with a flaih of 
lightning, when this kn.pwing Friar told me, that 
the arrival of this woman forced him to take his 

leave 
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feave of me ; and he prepared to be gone, like a maa: 
that was expected for fome weighty affair; when 
cafting his eyes on my countenance, he perceived 
the perplexity and confudon which this feparatioa 
cauied in me; and to comfort me, he (aid thus to 
nie in my ear: * I know very well, friend,^thoa 
*' haft an inquifitive foul, and dedgneft great things ;, 
^ meet me at my cell, and in the mean time I will 

* tell thee for thy confolation in plain terms, that It 

* always has been, arid always (hall be my opinion, 

* that to labour profitably, one muft follow Ray« 

* mund Lully's rules. This^ great philofopber af- 
^ firms, and I am of his mind, that to make gold, 
*.one muft have gold and mercury; and mercury 

* and filver to nuke filver : But I underftand by 

* mercury, that mineral fpirit fo refined and puri- 

* fied, that it aurifies the very feed of gold, and 

* argentizes that of filver/ Thefe are the very 
words he fpoke to me. 

But in leaving me, I in treated him to tell me* 
Whether it was eafy to attain to the accomplifliment 
of this great work ? And what was neceflary for that 
great end r 

He anfwered me, It was very hard, which made 
almoft ^ir people defpair of compaifing it, there 
being very few people on whom heaven beftowed 
the oeceffary qualifications to acquire this precious 
arts that thefe qualifications confifted in being a 
tru^ Philofopher, and in being perfeAly fkilled in 
Nature, in having a patience proof agamft all dif- 
appointments ; and that a man {hould be in th# 
flower of his age, ftrong and vigorous to endure la- 
bour, well furn jibed with wealth, and indefatigable. 
Whercunto he added* That if any of thefe qualities 
#ere wanting, one might be certain that the other 
lk>tild be fo alfo. That a man who is unacquainted 
with Nature, works like a blind man ^ and that 
fhould one .fail of fiaooefs the firft, fecond, third, 
fourth, nay, fifth or iixtii time in the operation, he 
is a foot that then crows weary, attd does not again 
begin t6 fet at wori with the ume earneftnefs and 
O i hopes 



394 LETTERS WRIT BY 

hopes of Tuccefs ; and that ihodd a man want ^ 
vigorous health, labour would weaken and make 
him faint ; and that, in fine, if one be without fuf- 
ficient eftate, it is impoffible the work ihoyld fuc- 
ceed ; which demands an entire man, and fuch a 
one as minds nothing elfe. 

The Dervife moreover told me as a tlyng certain^ 
That feveral perfons had attained to the perfedion 
of this undertaking, which employe fo great a num* 
bcr of Virtuofos in all parts of the world ; for were 
it not fo, there would not be that quantity of gold 
there is ; for all that of ihe Indies was not fufficient 
to fatisfy fo many people, who mind nothing clfc 
but gaining of it 5 and that, in fine, fuch great trea- 
fures which are heaped up, and the gold that runs in 
traffick, never came out of the mines which are in 
the mountains, but that a great part has been made 
by artifts. He moreover alTured me, that the over- 
feers of the Mint in France affirmed, as a thing be* 
yond ail queftion,. ^hat there^was more gold brought 
to them tnan ever came from foreign parts ; which 
made him conclude that the art is true, and that no 
man need doubt that there is fuch a thing as the 
Philofophere Stone. 

This converfation, although interrupted, made 
me ceafe being incredulous j and if 1 were an Here- 
tick in this faith yeftcrday, I begin now to havo 
faith, an^ believe : Only it is a work extreme diffi-* 
cult ; and I do no longer wonder there are fo man)r 
people who deceive others without any defign of 
doing it ; and am not furprized they fiiould apply 
themfelves to all forts of perfons, not excepting^ 
Princes 5 for they believe ftill they (hall meet with 
fuccefs 5 and not being able to furniih the charges 
they muft be at, they ufe all forts of tricks to mo^ 
thofe whom covetoufnefs renders on this occafiotir 
very eafy^tp be perfuaded ; aiid All in general meet 
in jtheir operations with great hunger, cold, labour, 
and fmoke. . *i.. • 

It feems as if that which^ hindered thofe who have 

been fortunate enotigk •tt1ittai»tlieperfe6lion of the 

""''-' work 
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work from comihuhicating their knowledge in this 
matter, was the dread of the Prince's power ; as 
having oft experienced that they are jealous at the 
riches of a private perfon. Sovereigns cannot endure 
that a mean wretch, born amonglt the dregs of the 
people, Should have in his power wherewithal to 
make himfelf happy and feveral others, which obh'gcs 
them to deprive thefe Philofophers of the means of 
Working, aftd makes them labour in fecrer, and con- 
ceal themfelves with more care when they have 
finifhed their work. Great men cannot eafily fuffer 
private people to become matters, by virtue, of this 
art, and do all thofe wonders which by this marvel- 
l*^«s metal may be wrought in their dofets, without 
going to Peru, and ranf;Kking there the bowels of 
the earth : they know very well that this longed for 
gold produces every thing ; gives reputation ; makes 
them follow one, V^rho fled from a man before ; cor- 
rupt's thofe who appear the moft incorruptible'; 
Opens the ftrongeft doors; overthrows whole armie? ; 
caafes a man to change his mind in a moment; 
HKikes him that was a poor man, prefently talk fen- 
t^ncjes. Nay, many Chriftians affirm this metal m 
be efficacious, that it draws the fouls out of a doleful 
abode, called Purgatory ; fo that it feems as if it ap- 
peared God's wrarh, and brings men to heaven. 

Thefe aforeme-ntioned reafon^ obliged the cruel 
Diocledan to put to death as many Chemifts as could 
be found in Egypt, and at the fame time to caufe 
their br)oks to be burnt, left the people who were 
naturally ingenious, being become too powerful by 
the art of making gold, (hould undertake a war 
sgainft the Roman Empire. But we find in the an- 
cient writings of the Arabians, that Mofes having 
learned of God himfelf the art of perfedly knowing 
Nature, and that of the converfion of metals, and 
making gold, to write in letters formed of this metal, 
the law he prefcribed the Ifraelitcs : He taught it to 
Carun, a poor man, but his intimate friend and near 
kinfman ; who being become very rich by means of 
this fcierKie, had heaped up immenfe treafures, and 
built himfelf forty houfes, which were filled with 
O 4 gold. 
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gold, but were all fwallowed up, and buried in^tbe 
<arth, by the virtue of Mofes's rod, with the mafter 
of tliein, whom fo great riches had rendered proud, 
and made him think of withdrawing himfelf from 
obeying this great fervant of God, having falfely 
accufed him before the people of divers crimes, and 
efpecially of having abufed a virgin. 

The laft thing which was difcovered in the Vene- 
tian territories, was a great urn found in an hollow 
.cave. In this urn, which was confiderably larse^ 
there was another lefs, and in it two pots, one mil 
of gold reduced into liquor, and the other of filver 
of the fame fa(bion, and a lamp which feemed to 
liave burnt for many ages. It was .known by the 
chara^lei's on this urn that they were confecrated to 
the god Pluto ; and there were on them Latin verfes, 
which fhewed that Maxlmus Olibius had been the 
author of them. Thofe then who fay this art is 
faife, that the beginning of it is a lie, the middle of 
the work mere fatigue, and the end beggary, have 
not faid true themfelves ; and yet one cannot accufe 
them as having not, in feme fort, fpoke the truth. 

I befeech the Sovereign Creator of all things, from 
whom alone we hold what we own, as being the 
great and wife Archlted^ of Nature, that he would 
bcftow on thee the fcience of the learned Geber, 
that thou mayeft be as rich as Solomon ; but above 
all, that he would grant thee the fpirit of Aglaus, 
who vras ever feen to live content. 

Paris, &oth of the 5th Mooo» 
of the Year 1642. 



LETTER XXL 

To Mehemet, an Eunuch Page to the Sul- 
tancfs. 

^r^ HE adventure which thou relatedft happened 
X in the Seraglio, {hews that women are ex* 
pofed to great accidents. Their condition is un- 
happy when they are handfome, but more when 

they 
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they are homely and deformed. The fathers^ 
brethren, and hu{bands guard the former, as Cer- 
berus guarded the gates of hell; and the others 
guard tbemfelves, and look on all things with eyes 
of envy and difcontcnt, which makes them empoifon 
every thing. But that which happens amongft us, 
is very different from what is in France, where wo- 
men enjoy a liberty almoft' equal to that of men. 
Not but that we i'ee notable adventures happen 
there ; witfiefs the Queen, who is mother to a ereat 
King now reigning, and yet lives in exile, and as a 
fugitive amongft ftrangers, through the credit of 
Cardinal Richlieu, for whom (he has not all the de- 
ference he expeded. And an ancient lady (I may. 
call her fo now (he does not hear me) told me fuch 
things fome days paft, on this occafion, which I can 
fcarpe believe myfelf, did I not know them to be 
true from el fe where. 

I am farther told, that this Cardinal, not having 
fucceeded in the defign he had of marrying his niece 
with a Prince of the Blood, intended, if he could, 
to marry her to the King's brother : But there is no 
great likelihood but fo able a Minifter muft fee injo 
the mifchievous confequences into which this pro- 
motion would bring him ; for it would undoubtedly 
draw on him the hatred of all the great people in the 
kingdom : And I would not be mentioned at Con- 
ilamiriople i^x th£ author of all the news talked of 
at Paris. 

But it is certain this Prteft fent the Chancellor, a- 
venerable perfon, and b^ his office a man of great 
authority, to fcize on this Princefs's papers, in hopes 
• he might meet with fome letter which might favour 
that defign. The Chancellor executed the order he 
had received, but found nothing of what the Car- 
dinal pretenaed \ fo that this perfecution ferved only 
to manifeft this Princefs's virtue, who lives in fuch 
a manner as may' not only ferve as an example to all 
Queens^ but all the \)vomen in the world. 

aome time after, this fame Chancellor being come 
to compliment the Queen^on the birth of the Dau- 
phin, me told him in a compofcd manner, but very 
O 5 pleafantly. 
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plcafantly. That this vifit was very different from 
what flie had received from him about a year paiL, 

If perfons that are fcated in the higheft degrees, be 
not (ecurc from the boW attempts of. thofe who are 
infinitely below them, and who are born to ferve 
them 5 the beautiful Circaflian fhould comfort her- 
fclf in the misfortune (he had of being accufed. If 
her innocency be well proved, ihc will be the more 
pleaiing to Ibrahim, and the falfe accufation laid 
againft her, will be a new charm to him : Whereaa 
ihould £be be found guiky, we muft grarit, (he de- 
ferves the moft dreadful puniihmcnts, for havitig 
violated, if I may fo exprefe myfelf, the facrcd 
nights of the Seraglio. 

However, the young Pcrfian was found dtfguifed 
in woman's apparel in fome of the neighbouring 
ftables ; and though he, in the midft of the torments 
he fufFered, died without confeffing any thing, yet 
it cannot be faid he died innocent, after Aich an at- 
tempt. 

I hope thou wik inform me what -has happened 
fince thy laft letters, and in what manner the adven^ 
ttue of this beautiful flave fhall be ended : I fhall be 
much troubled for her, if flie be innocent ; and 
cannot be wholly free from Gompaflion for her, if 
ihe prove giirlty. 

Leave not writing to -me '^ and if it be poffiWcy be 
not Weary of loving me. » 1 fpeskm the prefence of 
our holy Propher. I love thee with the fame afFec- 
tion as ever, and. I dare not Atter a» untruth. • 
^ Paris, %oih of the 5th Moon* 
of the Year i64»« 



LETTER XXII. 

To the Kaimacham. 

IT is about fixty years fince Don Sebaftian^' Kins' 
of Portugal, died in-Africk, by the h^ndsof the 
Moors J and yet 'his fubje<fts. wili believe him flill 

living. ..... 

He 



A spv AT Paris; 259 

He parted from Lifbon in the year 1578^ in the de- 
fign of re-eftabiifliing on his throne Muley Mehemet 
CherifFof Africk, whom his uncle Male^ Abdeme- 
lech would bereave of his kingdom; but in efFed^ to 
endeavour at the making himfelf matter of Barbary. 

His, army confifted of a thoufand fafil, well fur- 
nifhed with provifions, few foldiers> but a great 
many nobility. This Prince was not above '25 years 
of age when he formed this enterprize : He was a 
ftrong bodied man, of a moderate ftature, but well 
fet ; his hair was yellow, his eyes great and full of 
fire; his courage was not inferior to his ftrength, 
and he had no violent inclination topleafures, which 
generally take mens minds ofFfrom gallant aflions \ 
he was temperate in all things, yet very forward in 
undertakings, and always firm and unmoveable in 
greateft dangers. He was a great hufband of his re- 
ventte?, employing them in his fubje^s defence, or 
to the increafe of his own power. He was agreeable 
to all thofe that waited on him; and in the freeft 
Converfations he look cai*e not to difobhge atty one 
by (harp raillery or diftafteful fayings ; and fd rner- 
ciful was he, that he avoided all occafions of con- 
demning his fubjefts to death. He paflioriately 
ioved war ; but it is thought the expedition into 
Africk, wherein he periflied, came from the Spanifii 
counfels. 

D. Sebaftian was killed fighting with an invincible 
courage. The Moors fa^', that his enemies were fo 
charmed with his courage, that his death drew tears 
from their eyips. 

He was foifaken by hi« own ; mortally wounded 
near the rij»ht eyebrow ; and pierced with darts iti 
feveral parts of his body. He had no wound in his 
head, becaufe he was armed ; but he had a great one 
in his arm, which feemed to come from a mufket- 
bullet. It is faid he was buried in the field, near a 
Moor, without any ceremony, prayers, or company 
of his relations or fubje<9s. And this was the en3 df 
this g-er.t King, who made all. Africk at firft t6 
tremble. 

O 6 Although 



3op LETTERS WRIT BY 

Although the Moors rejoiced at the death of fo 
puiflant an enemy, yet his friends bewailed his mif- 
fortune : The kingdom of Portugal ct'lebrated bis- 
funeral in a magnificent manner, and the King of 
Spain proiFtrred i'everal thou&nd crowns for his body, 
to bury hini in a manner anfwerable to the dignity 
of his birth and merit; and four Kings have iince 
fupplied his throne : yet there was found a man 
bold enough to maintain in the face of all Italy, 
That he was really D. Sebaftian, King of Portugal. 
He prefented himfelf at Venice, in an aflembly of 
the wifeft magiftrates in Europe ; and he recited to 
them the accidents of his life, the hiftory of his pre- 
deceflbrs, the misfortunes he met with in.Africk,^ 
whence he retired into Calabria. He did more ; for 
he ftripped himfelf before this illuftrjous aflembly ; 
heihewed them feventeen marks on his body, which 
were acknowledged, with aftoniChment, by the Per* 
tuguefe themfelves, to be, at lead, very like tbofe 
which they knew their Sovereign had on his body ; 
and he alfo (hewed that he had one hand greateif 
than the other, and a lip difproportionable in the 
fame manner, which were the well-known marks in 
the perfon of D. Sebaftian. He talks of Ambaf- 
fadors which he fent to the Republick ; he cites the 
ainfwers he had received ; and all he fays is found 
conformable to the truth. He anfwers without 
hefitation to aU that is objeded s which makes 
feveral of the Senate believe him to be really the 
King, and others take him for a witch. 

But, in fine, this Prince, right or wrong, is led 
away to prifon, at the folicitation of the Spaniih 
Ambaflador, where having long lain, he is fet at 
liberty, under an obligation to leave the Venetian . 
countries in three days time. 

Some Por tuguefe, moved with compaflion, dif- 
guifed him in a Dervife's habit, and conduced hint 
fepretly to Florence, to tranfport him afterwards to 
Rome ; but the Great Duke of'Tufcany caufed him 
to be apprehended, and fent him to the Viceroy of 
Naples, He prefented himfelf before him with h\$ 

ufual 
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tifual confidence, and furprized alt that faw him and 
heard him fpealc ; and feeing the Viceroy uncovered, 
he faid unto him with great aiTurance and gravity^ 
' Be covered, Count de Lemnos :* Which obliged 
this Mtnifter to afk him, ^ By what authority he 

* took on him this boldnefs?'' To which he an- 
fwered, * That this authority was born with him, 
^ and that he feigned not to know him ; and yet be 
' ought to remember that King Philip his uncle, 
^ had fent him twice to him, and that the fword 

* which he then wore by his fide, was that which 

* he then gave him/ 

The fentence which the Viceroy gave of him^ was. 
That he was an impoftor, who deferved to be fent 
to the gallies, and (hould not be long from them ; 
and wherein, it is faid, he died fome time after. 

Yet the Portiigue/e have been perfuaded he was 
their real King, and do ilill continue of that opi- 
nion, there being nothing which is able to make 
them change it. Some perfons in the world will 
have him to be a Magician ; others an. Impojftor ; 
and the moft ignorant will have him to be a Devil, 
or really the King himfelf. 

This is not the firft example of the boldnefs of an 
Impoftor ; Rome faw heretofore a man that had the 
audacioufnefs to publi(h he was the real Pompey^ 
who was killed m Egypt, by the cruelty, of the 
young Ptolemy. The Queen Artemifa found one 
Artemius, who had fo great a refemblance with 
Antiochus her hufband, whom (he* had caufed to be 
murdered, that he was not known when he put him* 
felf into the bed of the dead King, pretending to be 
this Prince fick, he recommended Artemifa to his 
fubje£ls, and did feveral things ia favour of this 
Princefs, Under the reign of Tiberius, there waa 
not occadon to be furprized at the bold anfwer which 
. a flave made to this Emperor j who <]ueftioning 
him, * How he made himfelf Agrippa ?' anfwered 
without heAtation, ^ In the fame manner thou haft 

* made thyfelf Csefar/ 

The 
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The Don Sebaftian I mention, has not been the 
.only one in the world : there have been two others j 
one of which departing out of the ifle of Tcrceres, 
who had great refembiance with this Prince, went 
into Portugal, where he faid he had miraculoufly 
efcaped from the battle he loft in Africk 3 that lie 
faved bimfelf in woods, and returned into his king- 
dom, to give peace to his people, and deliver tfaem 
from the tyranny of ftrangers : But having been 
convi£ied of impofiure, he was put to death. 

It is faid, that another being come difguifed in the 
habitt)f a pilgrim, to Madrid icfeif, and having had 
a long and fecret conference with King Philip II» 
(by whom it is fufpeAed he was known'for his un- 
happy Prince) was, by this King's order, faid to be 
poiioned in a banquet given him by Antonio Peres. 

I (ball write feveral things to theinvincibie Vizir, 
of which I deferred to give him notice, bccaufe I 
would be certain of them, they being of impoit- 
ance ; and it would have been great lightnefs in me 
to have written them on tkue* ficft reports fpread 
amongft the people. 

Receive always v/ith the fame goodnefs,.the marks 
Igivetheeof my obedience j feirf me thy orders and 
counfels, which, I pray him that has created all 
things, may be good and profitable to the Empire of 
thofe precious ones, which he has enlightened with 
his truth ; to the end the^r m,ay arrive at the eternal 
glory and picafures promifed us from his part, by 
his Holy Prophet; and I alfo pray him to prefcrve 
thy life and authority. 

Paris, Ji^th of the 6ih Moon, 
of the Year 164a. « 
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LETTER XXIIL 

To the Venerable Mufti, Prince of the Re- 
ligion of the Turks. 

IT is. not known whether it be the recompence of 
s good or bad adtion, which Cardinal Richliei* 
has fent with fo great fecrecy. Thofe that give ar» 
ill interpretation to the bfcft things, fay it is not to 
be fiippofed there could be fent, 'in a dark night, a 
nnute laden with gold to an unknown perfon, but 
this muft denote fomettiing very extraordinary ; a|id 
thofe who pretend to know more than others, are 
fometimes-more igftorant than thofe who pretend t» 
know nothing. For who can penetrate into what 
fo crafty a Minifter does in the moft retired places 
of his clofet ? His anions are fo myfterions, that 
when he looks towards the Eaft, his defigns lie a 
direft contrary ,way* He deceives thofe who watch 
him moft narrowly. I fcannot inforrh rhee then of 
any thing. certain: The matter is varioufly related 3; 
but' thus 1 think it was : The Cardinal caufed, fome 
days paft, to be loaded on a mule a great fum of 
money ; he ordered him, to whom he entrufted the 
conduft of him, to go into a wood at fuchan hour, 
telling him he (hould find a man of fuch a ftature, . 
ftich a colourpd hair, and in fuch a habit, who was 
to fay certain' words to him ; whereupon he was to' 
deliver the mule with his lading into his cuftody. "It" * 
is faid this pei^fon found the party defcribed, who 
would n6t recefye the prefent, it being not the full 
fum agreed' up6n; that this being related' to the' 
Cardinal, he fent the fame peVfon with the fupple- 
ment of what was wanting to the fum hepromifed, 
the night following, where the unknown perfon re- 
ceived the full paiymfent.* If thisftory be true, as it 
is affirmed here to be, this 'is an odd kind 6f way of 
making prefents, or paying, dtbts." "' " 

But thou muftbeaflvired, this is not thc^firft time 
the Cardinal has paid his creditors in this fortl 

I have 
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I have been told for certain, that there being ar- 
rived at Paris a ftranger ill clad, of fmall ftature, 
and without any attendance, he made him be paid, 
down immediately upon his arrival fix hundred thou- 
fand crowns, without any body's knowing what be- 
came of fo happy a creditor, nor from what merit 
proceeded fohigh a recompencef; though fome people 
affirm, that fo great a fum is fallen into the coffer^ 
of the Swedifli General. . 

Receive charitably the marks I give thee of my 
obedience, and defire which I have of giving thee 
fatisfaAton ; and intreat our Great Prophet that X. 
m^y be worthy in the other world . to kiiV thy feet,: 
and be^acknowledged to be of the number of thofe 
fbr whom he has written his holy Alcoran. 

Paris, a5th of the 6th Moon, 
of the Year 1642. 



LETTER XXIV. 

To Berber Muftapha, Aga • at Conftanti- 
nople. 

1 Cannot tell whether thou haft knowledge of thc^ 
ufe of defiances, which are made amongftthe' 
Chriftians when they are diflati fied or offended with 
one another, which they term acts of honoqr, of 
the marks of a gallant fpirit. 

This cuftom of duels is become fo common in 
Italy, and efpecially in the kingdom of Naplqs, that 
the greateft affairs, as- well as the fmalleft are therein 
decided by the fword ; and the gentry affirm this to. 
be the beft way of terminating their disputes .and 
quarrels ; which belonging only to ihem, cannot be 
referred, nor fo well determined by the grave and, 
cool proceedings of courts of juftice. . . 

This invention of deciding, thefe differences by 
sums^ either with* the fword or pistol alone, ii> a 
dofe or open field, naked' i^i their mmsy fo that one 

h'aa> 
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has no treachery to fear, is a way of drawing fatis- 
fa£lion for the injuries received, found out by men 
of great courage^ who moK eftecm their honour than 
their lives. The offended perfon fends a challenge 
to him from whom he has received the injury j this 
note of defiance is exprefled , in choice and elegant 
Mfords which invi:e and prefs the offender to fight, 
in fuch a place, on horfeback or on foot, clothed 
or in their fhirts, fingle or attended by an equal 
number of friends, which they call feconds, with 
fword and dagger, or fword alone, or piflol. If the 
challeng;e be received, he is civilly treated who. 
brings it, and it may be, has rich prefents given 
him. But before they fight, the enemies embrace 
as if they were reconciled 5 and then in an inftarkt 
following the inclination of tJieir hatred and re-r 
venge, they wound one another, they fpill each 
Other's blood, and oftentimes their fouls go out fu* 
rious through the wounds they have made. ' ^ 

Thofe that have ths honour of dying in thefQ 
combats do oft refufe their lives, which a generous 
enemy would give them, believing they cannot live 
without (hame, flxojuld they receive them from an 
enemy. 

But the Roman church, as a note of the horror 
ihe conceives at thefe combats, (huts heaven's doors 
againfl the fouls of thofe who leave this life without 
doing penance, denying burial to thofe who die in 
the held of battle ; or yield them only that which 
is granted infome parts of the Eaft-Indies, to cer-r 
tain women who proftitute themfelves, whofe corps 
are thrown a prey to the birds of the field, and other 
animals, who live on carrion. 

It is not only in Italy people kill one another in 
fmgle combats ; it is the fame m France, amoneft 
the Nobility who Manage thefe combats in a difte^^ 
rent fort. The beft friends tear one another on the 
fmalleftoccafion^ and they prepare for a duel in fuch 
a manner, as will appear to thee Without doubt ridi<* 
culous. 

Thefe enemies fup together the night before the 
combat, and often lie together in the fame bed. The 

friends 
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frieiHls which fenre as feconds, do the iame ; and 
when they arc come to the place where they be to 
ligbt, a friend is forced by the maxims of honour^ 
to cut his own diroat with the man's he perhaps 
moft loves : Nothing happens more frequently in 
Paris, than this kind of combats ; and they pro- 
duce fereral adventures, of which! would give thee 
an account, had not I a particular ftory to tell thee 
on this fubjed. It is of a challenge of a Spanilh 
Prince, fent to' a King, whole crown could not ex- 
empt him from a letter of defiance. 

Thou haft, without doubt, heard of what has 
happened in Lifbon, where Don Tohn de Braganza 
has been ele^led and proclaimed Ring of Portugal , 
as the true heir of the royal race. Thou _kno weft 
alfb, he drove the Spaniards out of his kingdom. 
The Duke of Medina Sidonia, a Grandee of Spain » 
and this new King's brother-in-law, could not 
hinder him from being fufpeded of having under- 
hand affifted this Prince to afcend the throne ; whe- 
ther it be true, or an artifice of his enemies, God 
only knows : But howbver, it is certain, that the 
Count Duke de Olivarez, the Kingof Spain^s chief 
Minifter, fent an order to him to appear at court, 
to juftify himfelf from this fufptcion ; he thought to 
clear himfelf perfe^f^ly from the jealoufies of the 
Catholick King, by fending a challenge to Don 

iohn of Braganzff, to oblige him to fight with 
im J which letter of defiance was conceived in 
thefe terms : 
* D. Gafpar Alonfo Peres Gufman the Good, 

• Dukeof the Town of Medina Sidonia, Marquis, 

• Count, and Lord of the Town of St. Lucar of 

• Barameda, Captain General of the Ocean, and 

• Gentleman of his Catholick Majefty's Chamber. 

• I fay, that John of Braeanza, who was never 

• but a Duke, calls himfelf King of Portugal ; that 

• his treafon, known to all the world, is deteft- 

• able, and in abomitiation, for having thrown n^ 

• ftain on the faithful houfe of Gufman, which has 

• never failed in any duty to her Sovereign j and 

• for this reafon I defy and challenge to a fingle 

^ combat 
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* combat, body to boidy, with feconds 6r without 
^ feconds, this Don John, heretofore Duke of Bra-^ 

* ganza, leaving all this to his choice, as alfo the 

* arms or weapons, and place of combat. Written 
*. near Valencia de Alcantara, where I (hall expe<Sfc 

* fouf fcore days news of him ; and the laft twenty 

* days, I (hall tranfport myfelf into the place he 
, ^ fhall appoinft, accompanied, or alone, with fuch 

^ arms as he fhall preCbribe. 

* Not only the tyrant of Portugal {hall be adver^ 
f ti fed of my challenge, but all Europe, and the 
*' whole world. I pretend to m^ke known in this 

* combat, the infamous a<9:ion of Don John ; and 
^ in cafe he does not accept of this dehance, and 

* fails in the duty of one who is born a Gentleman^ 
^ I defire this King, who is only a pbaotafm, may 
^ perifh in fome fort or other : I promife to give nHy 

* town of St. Lucar, the principal feat of the Duke 

* of Medina,, to htm that Jhall kill hhn. 

^ In the mean time, I entreat my Lord, the King 
^ of Spain, to give me no command in his armies^ 
^ but to grant^ Imay only ferve him as a volunteer^ 
^ with a thoufand horfe, whkh I will maintain at 
^ my o]vn charge, till that ferving him in this 

* manner, I may help to recover the kingdom of 
^ Portugal, and may bring along with me, and caft 

* at his Majefty's feet^ the Duke of Braganza, if 

* he. will not iight with me in the manlier I pro^ 

* pofed.' 

If thou (heweft this letter of defiance to the Jani* 
zaries, that militia which is terrible to all nations, 
whom nothinff can rcfift when they execute the 
Grand Signiors orders, they willtell thee what fuch 
a challenge requires from men of courage, and ex- 
plain to ttiee the laws which people of Valour pre- 
fcribe to themfelvcs : For my part, who am ignorant 
of the art of war, and the maxims of fuch as make 
jjrofeffion of arms, I fhall not make any'judgnaent 
hereupon ; only take the liberty to afk of thee, if 
the King of Portugal accepted the combat and killed 
the Duke of Medina, which of the two would have 
beeii declared infamous ? Whether there be any cer- 
5 tainty 
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tainty in the dectfioas made by arms ? I am wiWing; 
to think, jufticc is on the fide of the conqueror r 
But if on the contrary, the event of the duel be un- 
certain, I take it to be a foolifh thing for the Duke 
tojcxpofe himfelf and thus affront the King his bro- 
ther-in-law. In (hort, the Duke's prudence is not 
to be admired on this occafion, and Braganza has 
had the advantage on his fide, feeing he haiihewed 
by his condui^, that he is cfFeaualiy King of Por- 
tuftal. 

I cannot but call tbofe Chriftians fools, who fuffer 
fuchcuflomsamongftthem, and jet adore a Meffias, 
who is a God of peace ; and who call us Barbarians, 
when they are the only people that teach usr^ and all 
other nations, the art of fmgle combats, which i^ 
the moft pernicious cuftom that can be introduced 
amongft men ; who cut one another's throats often- 
times, on flight occafions, and become prodigals of 
that treafure with which the Immortal has entrufted 
them.' Neither can I any more approve of Kings 
and Princes of the fame belief making war with one 
another, as wc fee every day amongft thofe who* 
profefs the Chriftian religion ; which yet, as far as 
I can find, fcarcely permits any wars^ but fuch a^ 
are defenfive. 

Pardon this tedious letter, excufe my conjedures 
in it, and honour me. with tliy commands, whicH 
will be refpe£led by fuch as fo many obligations. 

Pans^ 25th of the 6th Mood, 
of the Year 1642. 

LETTER XXV. 

To the Invincible Vizir Azem, at Conftan- 
tinople. 

WE hear of nothing now<-a-days but wars and 
confpiracies, feditions, treafons, infidelities, 
and revolutions of ftate; and it is in thekingdcuns 
of vice, wherein thefe plagues of heaven make thefe 
diforderso I mean) in the Chriftian countries. Infi- 
delity 
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delity reigns among the people of Catalonia, Eng- 
land and rortusal ; the revolutions which have hap- 
pened in Barcelona ha\-e no example ; the defiance 
or thje. challenge of a fubje<5t to a King> as is that of 
tht ^(ike of Sidonia to the King of Portugal, as 
his bi^other-in-law, and his enemy, does equally 
furprize all the world. We have reafon to think, 
that God is angry with the Chriftians, When we 
confider Flanders, Germany, Italy, and the fron- 
tiers of Spain, peftered with wars which they make 
one againft another. Th^ atiimofity of moft of the 
great. people of France. againft the Cardinal fa-i 
vouritey induces them to lay plots againft his life; 
whenc4>we may fee, that great places are good for 
nothing: but to expofe men to great dangers. The 
laft ^a^fpiracy difcovered againft the life of Don 
tua^;^^, of Portugal, raifed to the. throne by the 
Iflfl^lfy, and betrayed by the fame Nobility 5 -not 
by ftf^'§*vrhoIe body of them, but by a fmall number 
of thbfe who had taken an oath of fidelity to him 
as well as the reft ; does plainly fliew, that there is 
nothing in this world whereon a man may rely with 
any Certainty, and that here are many people who 
umJ^rtike juft aftions, by the motions of an unjuft 
^nd'iiii;i^ulent fpirit, which cannot fufFer things to 
Ke^Ijn^tbng in a quiet ftate, and afpire continually 
'•^t^f* change, and to whom every thing is good that 
.h Hewy I fhall relate to thee in few words, this laft 
/ev^ti. . . Thou haft been inforrhed of the others by 
1t.lW:Jct]tefs I have written to thee (invincible Ge- 
-^r^l^'^ the Ottoman armies, and fteward of the 
>iEinp»r^s laws, who is Sovereign of Sovereigns) 
iand ^2jJtiofe which the Kaimacham and the Bafias 
ifaveiiS&ived from me, who are obliged to give thee 
an acc^^unt of whatever comes to their knowledge. 

Sqnte of the great ones in Portugal, and amongft 
them> :%me of the n^w King's kindred, hatched a 
cottl^i^^ againft him, and refolved to put the king- 
^omt^x^pfn into the Spaniards hands, and entirely 
ruinif^^^mily of Braganza. The principal author 
of th^f^^^nfpiracy, ^as Don Sebafrian de Mattos, 
Ardibilhbp of Brague, the Count Duke de Oliva- 



■^1 



' i.v**/; 



t 



Sio LETTERS WRIT BY 

rez's creature, to whom he owed his fortune. The 
chiefs who confpired with the feditious priefb, were 
the Marquis de Ville Reale, and the Count de Ar* 
mamar; Thefe two men of great birth and credit, 
foon drew feveral others into their party, fbme by 
the hope of recompences, and others through wearp 
nefs ot obeying their new Sovereign, or weary with 
the new form of ftate, which they thought might 
change to their advantage. They long held a fecrct 
Hiteihgence with the Catholick King's council, who 
promifed them all poifibleaffiftance for tlie execution 
of their deilgn, and after that infinite recompences^ 
This conipiracy was to produce a dreadful tragedy, 
wherein all the blood of the Royal Houfe and Fa- 
mily of Braganza was to be fpilt. The King was 
to be the firft vidim, with his children, and the 
Queen his wife. D. Duarte alfo was to be put to 
death, who was kept clofe prifoner in the Caftle of 
Milan. A domeftick, aiF;s<Slionate to his raafter, 
and who was attentive to what paft, delivered the 
King and family of Braganza out of this danger. 
He was ordinarily employed in fecret intrigues, and 
made frequent courfes into Spain, to ditcover the 
defigns of the court of Madrid. He met by chance 
in an inn, a man who feemed of a mean condition^ 
born in the kingdom of Bohemia, with whom hav- 
ing entered into a ftri£l friendfliip, as it bappenj 
nfually among travellers, became to difcover he was 
often difpatched by the Catholick King's principal 
Minifter, on affairs of great weight; and that he 
expe<Sed in a fliort time to faife his fortune to a con- 
fiderable pitch, being entrufted with packets of let- 
ters containing things of the highefl importance to 
the ftate. The crafty Portuguefe foon difcerning 
he might get out fecrets of great concernment from 
this imprudent man, for the good of his mafter, 
refblved to kill him in a defart place, where they 
were to pafs ; which he did, having firft made him 
drunk with ftrong wine. As foon as he had done 
his work, he ftript him, and found letters and in- 
ftruftions tp the confpirators, which he fpeedily 
carried to D." John, who thertby difcofvered the 
whole confpiracy. Others 
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Others fay, that D. Alphonfo of Portugal, Count 
de Vermifla (having been folicited by the Archbifliop 
of Brague) who thought he could eafily bring him 
into the confpiracy (being difcon tented at the King 
for taking away from him a great office) went to his 
Sovereign, and freely difcovered to him the confpir 
racy which had been made, to deprive him both of 
his crown and life; And it is added, that this Count 
appeared fince. one of the hotteft of the acpomplices, 
till the very inftant wherein they were to execute 
their projea ; at which time they were apprehended^ 
and puni&ed as they deferved. 

Others fay, the Duke of Medina Sidonia, the 
King's brother-in-law, who appeared to the accom- 
plices to be of the plot, gave notice of it to the 
iCing his brother, in fine, the confpirators were 
executed in feveral places after different manners, 
-where the people aflembled, detefting their crime, 
ihe wing great fatisfa<5lion in their deaths, andbleft 
heaven for preferving their Sovereign. 

They were apprehended one day, wherein the 
King declared he would appear in publick ; and all 
the Nobility bein^ met, he caufed the guilty to he 
called one after anpther, who were all made pri- 
feners without any difturbance. In the mean time, 
as many troops as were near Lifbon were in arms -, 
and the people alfo took arms to defend their Prince^ 
if need required. The Inquifitor General was 
treated as guilty, for knowing of the confpiracy, 
and not difcovering it. The Great Treafurer, Law- 
rence' Pides, who kept the keys of the firft court of 
the palace, was to enter in the night with an hunr 
dred men well armed, and begin the. tragedy. The 
naval army which rode at anchor in the port of 
Beleem^ was to be burnt ; and there were them in 
each veflel, who were to fet them on fire. The 
four corners of the city were alfo to be fired, to the 
end, that the people, the foldiers and guards of the 
palace, being bufied in putting it out, nothing might 
hinder the execution of their defign j and the good 
Archbifhop was in the mean time to appear in pub- 
lick, bearing about in his hand what they call' the 

Holy 
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Holy Sacrament, crying with a loud voice, • Let 
^ the law of Jefus flourish, and that of Mofes die 
* and come to an end J 

The Marc^uis de Villc Reafe, and the Duke de 
Camine his ion, near of kin to the King, Have loft 
their heads on a fcafFold, with the Count d'Armamar, 
and Don Auguftin Manuel ; and the people beheld 
their death without any compaf&on, only (hewed 
fosne regret at the lofs of the young Duke of Camine, 
who paffine before the body of his father all bloody, 
threw himielf on the ground to kifs his feet j aiking 
him a thoufand times pardon, though he was the au- 
thor of this misfortune. There were others who fuf- 
fered a more ignominious death, who were not only 
hanged, but quartered, and thofe parts of theiir bo- 
dies fet up in leveral places for an example, and to 
put the people in mind, that fuch attempts feldom 
efcape unpuniibed. 

As to the Archbilhop of Brague, and other Eccle- 
fiafticks his accomplices, they are kept with great 
care in prifons, in expectation of commiffioners from 
Rome, without which Prelate's confent they can do 
nothing farther to them. TRe King wore mourning 
four hours for the Marquis de Viile Reale, and the 
Duke de Camine his fon ; according to the cuftom 
of the Chriftians, who are wont to apparel them- 
. (elves in black for the death of their kindred, to de- 
note the forrow they conceive at their lofs ; and this 
cefemony is termed mourning, which fometimes lafts 
^ whole year. I will write to thee the particulars of 
what may happen in the war which is now carrying 
on between the Spaniards and Portuguefe, who per- 
ceive already on the frontiers Caftilian troops ', and 
I (hall not be wanting in^ any thing which may 
mark my zeal and exaftnefs. , 

An happy flave will Mahmut think himfelf, if he 
can acceptably ferve the Invincible Vizir, by whom 
tlie great Emperor of the Faithful difcovers his will 
to all the people of the univerfe, whom God has 
created to obey him. »» ^ 

-Paris, ajth of the 6th Moon, /^T# 

of theYeari64». yv H .. ^ 

THE END OF THE FIRST 1 VOLUME. 
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